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Dates to Remember: 

4/13/15: PTA Meeting (7:15pm) 

4/15/15: Spring Picture Day 

4/17/15: STEM Night (5-8pm) 

4/17/15: Dance-a-Thon 

4/29/15: Founder’s Day Tea 

Every Thursday: Run Club 

 

 

 

Dear Richmond Street Families,  

Less than 50 days left in the school year! Can you believe it? I 
have loved this year and I have gained a greater 
appreciation of everything our teachers, administration and 
the Rock Star parents do. I love school. I love everything 
about it: from the classrooms (tiny desks filled with school 
supplies, the calendars and job charts, the smell of pencil 
shavings and crayons and old books) to chatting at drop-off 
with the parents and teachers, to the worksheets and 
homework organizers. School touches both the child in me 
and that side that gets deep satisfaction from seeing 
everything in its place. Plus the few hours it affords me to 
regain my sanity! 

So when it’s time to fundraise, which we are supposed to ask 
our friends and family to support, I cringe a little. Fundraiser: 
yucky. School: yummy.  

Why?  

 2 reasons:   

1. I hate asking people for money. I mean I really loath it.   

2. It reminds me that a public education, at least the one I 
want for my kids, is NOT free.  

Therefore, when the fundraising team approached me with 
the ideas for this year, I was nervous. How can we come up 
with something that isn’t time consuming, that doesn’t 
include selling cheap goods marketed by a company that 
gives us very little back and is inline with the mission of our 
PTA and our school: healthy lifestyles (think Garden and 
Growing Great expansion!).  
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I truly believe that what they have come up with and launched on April 6th, is amazing and fits 
the bill.   
 
A Dance-a-Thon! It’s time to party like a Rock Star, dance with our friends, and boogey with 
our teachers. How fun is that? Every student participates and every students dances. No matter 
what they have raised. No one is left out!   
 
I’m excited for this new idea. I feel the PTA has listened to the parents regarding fundraising 
and selling items. Yes, we still need to raise money and yes, we will need to ask our family and 
friends for support. However,  “selling” them on the idea of dancing and moving, is SO much 
easier. Even for a big baby like me!  
 
PTA is an organization that works for our children. We partner with our parents, teachers, staff 
and community on many levels to bring fun and educational programs, events, services and 
opportunities to our children to enrich their academic experience. All of this comes at a cost. 
The cost for the PTA to fund these important programs is approximately $75,000 a year. We 
are hoping that all of our families will participate in this fundraising event at some level. We 
truly appreciate your support and dedication!   
 
Respectfully, 

Bethany Gianusso 
President, Richmond Street School PTA 
richmondstreetpta@gmail.com 
www.richmondstreet.org 
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Dear Parents, 
 
At the PTA Meeting on the 13th, a question came up on how parents can 
support their child with his or her math homework. You parents wear so many 
hats and I am always in awe of all that parents do. Please don't feel that 
teacher is one of the hats you have to add to your life. If your child is having a 
hard time with homework please don't feel the pressure of teaching something 
to your child. You can communicate honestly with your teacher about what is 
happening. Write an email or a note on the paper to show that your child tried 
and did not understand and you and your teacher can work together to 
support your child. 
With that being said, if your child just needs a little help to get started, my 
recommendation is to ask questions. 
 
1. Please start by asking your child to read the homework or task aloud to you. 
2. Discuss what the problem is asking the child to do. What do you have to 
do? Will you have more? Will you have less? And always WHY?  
3. Ask your child where to start. What do you already know? Can you draw 
that? Can we use tools in the house to show the problem? (legos, cheerios, 
etc.) These just bring the problem to life.  
 
This can be a starting point, but also remember...how your child is with you, 
after a long day at school, could be very different than what we, as teachers 
see. Your child is problem solving and persevering during the day and knows 
that we teachers expect him or her to rise to the challenge and not just give up 
when it is hard. This is where amazing learning happens. Please be patient 
with yourself and with your child and be sure to communicate any trouble your 
child is having with homework to your teacher.  
 
All the best, 
Miss Quinn  
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Fun Fridays   
Are back! Students can bring 
$1 to purchase an after school 
snack or a non-edible 
alternative! 
 
Any questions? Contact us at 

RSSFunFridays@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

RSS Run Club 
Join us on Thursday mornings 
to get your blood pumping 
with a run, jog, or walk 
before school! 
 
 
 
 

Weeding 
Wednesdays 

Many hands make work light 
so please join us for 
"Weeding Wednesdays!" 
Sign up at 
http://www.signupgenius.co
m/go/5080e4faaa82da31-
weeding 
 
 
 
 

Friday, April 17th - 5 to 8 pm. 

There are 2 time slots to choose from 6:00-
6:45 and 7:00-7:45. 

There will be telescopes and Kathy's 
Critters available throughout the evening and 
no sign up is needed.  

TACOS, TACOS, TACOS!!! From 5-7:30pm a 
taco cart will be available to purchase food. 
Also, there will be a snack bar available, which 
will benefit 5th grade culmination. Please bring 
cash in small bills. Thank you!! 

Congratulations to this years award 
recipients!  Michelle Nieves and Maura Slavens will be 
recognized for the Honorary Service Award.  The Valet 
Crew: Michael Early, Cathy Mai, Michele Leach, Sherry 
Walker, and Beth Stoker; and Deluca Trattoria will be 
recognized as Very Special Persons. 
 
Honorees will be awarded at the annual Founder's Day 
Tea on Wednesday, April 29th from 3:30-5:30pm at the 
United Methodist Church! 
 
Congratulations once again to this years recipients and 
a special thank you to all of our wonderful 
volunteers!  You are such a vital part to Richmond 
Street School! 

STEM NIGHT 
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