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Dates to Remember: 

 
10/13/14: PTA Meeting 

10/20-24/14: Red Ribbon Week 

10/24/14: Fall Festivall 

10/26/14: Skechers Pier to Pier 

Friendship Walk 

10/31/14: No School 

 

 

Welcome to a new school year at Richmond! Many of you 
know me already, but for those that don't, my name is 
Bethany Gianusso. This is my 4th year as a Richmond parent, 
and I have just started my first term as Richmond PTA 
president. 

Now that I have four school-age children, it's really hectic at 
my house. While I dearly love my kids, when they FINALLY 
walk (or run) out the front door for school each morning, I 
feel RELIEF! 

Relief ..... that I am not teaching them all day, every day. 
Hey, I know my limitations … I just don't have that kind of 
patience! 

So of course I'm incredibly thankful that there are other 
adults, who have made it their career and purpose to 
instruct my children, not to mention instruct scores of other 
people's children, in the skills necessary to succeed. 

Having teachers is not only a respite, it’s a privilege, but 
more importantly, a partnership. 

Luckily, we are at Richmond. Mrs. Ramirez and her staff are 
definitely incredible partners to have…. they have seriously 
committed to our children. This year I know that Mrs. 
Ramirez encourages her teachers to do whatever it takes. 
Whatever it takes to challenge all students. Whatever it 
takes for students to be healthy, socially adjusted, and 
stewards of their school and their community. Whatever it 
takes. Not the bare minimum in state standards or 
requirements, just getting by. Not letting financial 
considerations always overrule initiative. Not coming to 
school and going through the motions. Whatever it takes. 
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If my kids' school is going to do all that, if my kids' teachers are going the extra mile 
each day, if other parents and community partners are going to share the responsibility 
of effectively educating my student and all students at Richmond, then something 
amazing is going to happen. And I want to be a part of it. And you'll want to be a part of 
it, too. 

So how can you make a difference: 

 1. Take an active role in your child's education. When your child comes home from 
school, ask her what she did that day, what she learned. When you show that you 
care about her education, she will care about her education.  
 

 2. Spend some time helping out at Richmond. Does this mean you have to be a PTA 
board member or chair to demonstrate that you are engaged? No. Although we 
are all was looking for more help with the amazing Fall Festival, this is by no 
means the only way to show your support. Neither is volunteering for every single 
project …. Although you are welcome to do so! 
 
Really, even just giving two hours of your time a month to enrich the education of 
Richmond students in PTA-sponsored programs (like art, growing great, valet 
safety, fall festival, fun fridays) …. it all helps …. 2 hours a month, that's an 
average of only 5-7 minutes out of every 6 1/2 hour school day.  
 

 3. And finally, have an effect on our school by joining the Richmond PTA. It's $10. A 
bargain when you consider what it buys. Of that $10, $4.50 goes to the national 
and state level PTAs, which are constantly advocating in multiple arenas and 
proposing legislation that supports your child's educational advancement.  
 
And locally at Richmond, our PTA coordinates over twenty different events or 
activities that assist the learning process or enrich the lives of our students and 
families. This is something to be proud of, a part of! 
 

So demonstrate interest in your child's education, volunteer at Richmond and join the 
Richmond PTA. Together as a family that is “involved” we can make a difference in the 
lives of our children. 

 
Respectfully, 
Bethany Gianusso 
President, Richmond Street School PTA 
richmondstreetpta@gmail.com 
www.richmondstreet.org 
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Don’t forget if you want to volunteer in 
your child’s classroom, you need to have 
a current TB test in file. 

 
Like us on 
 

c 
 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE!  Click here for 
results and a new contest! 
Students were rewarded on Sept. 8th in the cafeteria. 
 
Thanks to all participants that fed their brains to avoid 
summer slide! 

 

 
 

The Reflections Arts Recognition Program is a national arts recognition and 
achievement program for students. Since 1969, over 10 million students 
across the nation have taken part in this popular PTA program. This year's 
theme is, "The world would be a better place if..." Students can choose 
from six categories to express the theme:  Visual Arts, Photography, 
Literature, Musical Composition, Dance Choreography, and Film 
Production. Entries are due on October 24, 2014. For more info, go to 
richmondreflections.weebly.com 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Fall Festival 

Friday, October 24th 
4 to 8pm 

 

 

The Richmond Street School PTA would like to invite you to the 14th Annual Fall Festival, Friday, 
October 24th from 4pm to 8pm.  

This event continues to grow each year with carnival-style games, delectable treats and 
entertainment fun for all ages. Don’t miss the every popular sweet walk, face painting, photo 
booth, DJ and more. Back for the third year, Illusions of Grandeur, a magic show for adults and 
kids of all ages.  Also, this year we are really excited to introduce a tot lot where families with 
super young children (who might not be ready for all of the Fall Festival fun) can park their kids 
with licensed babysitters from Urban Sitter. 

The main attraction for the event will once again be the Silent Auction!  This just keeps getting 
better with thousands of dollars worth of fantastic donated items, as well as our gift card grab bag 
game.  Plus our Wine Cellar is back with a chance for you to get a superb bottle of wine! We’ve 
already asked each grade level for specific support on one of these areas, so THANK YOU in 
advance for your help here. 

Game tickets will be available for pre-sale at a discount rate, and will be sold online this year in 
addition to at tables during specific times.  Look for this in the packet that will come home with 
your student the week of September 29th with more information on our online ticket sales portal. 

This wonderful event is entirely run by parent volunteers, like you, dedicated to making sure our 
children get the best education we can give them.  We hope we can count on your support, as we 
are in great need of volunteers for the event.  Watch for volunteer sign-ups to be emailed out 
soon. 

Don’t have time to volunteer?  We will also be sending home information on Candy and Booth 
Sponsorships in the September 29th Fall Festival packet, in case you are able to contribute 
financial support to the event. 

 

 

 



 

 

5 
THE BLUES NEWS October 2014 

5 

Of course none of this would be possible without help from our generous 2014 Corporate 
Sponsors: 

You Move Me 
1-800-GotJunk? 
Alex Abad Real Estate 
Gimlen Orthodontics 
Banner Stationers 
St Anthony Pharmacy  
Snip-Its 

By the way, we are still open for Corporate Sponsors, so if you know of a company that might like 
to get in front of our school and show their support, please email Laura Probst Pimentel at 
rssfallfestivalchair@gmail.com. 

Thank you everyone for chipping in to make this community event a memorable evening for kids 
and parent alike.   

For more information, check our website at www.rssfallfestival.com and be sure to LIKE us on 
Facebook! 

Dinner at the 
Fall Festival! 

brought to you by the 5th Grade 

Beach Mex will be back with us this year and better than ever!  
They will bring an extra grill and cook to serve up their delicious 

tacos and quesadillas! 
 

And save room for all the goodies including the 
Cold Stone Creamery sundae bar! 

 
All food booths accept cash. 

The main food booth accepts cash and credit cards. 
 

Please support the 5th Grade class! 
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PEACEFUL PLAYGROUND 
 
The Peaceful Playgrounds program consists of five main components: 
 
• A blueprint for game markings -The first objective is to disperse 

children evenly across the play area. Colorful, strategically spaced 
game markings include numbers, letter grids, and various geometric 
shapes, which delineate play spaces, creating a cheerful amusement 
park look. 

• A consistent set of rules - The second objective is to foster consistency 
and training for kids, teachers and aides. Rules for each game are 
taught, posted and regularly reviewed. As games are learned, new 
rules are introduced for more advanced levels of play. 

•  Conflict resolution strategy - Children learn to resolve their own 
conflicts. Various effective options for working out disagreements are 
taught to the children, freeing up supervisors to do their job- looking 
after the safety of all those on the playground. 

• Equipment - Game markings and rules are useless without ample and 
proper equipment to play the games. Ample equipment has been 
purchased and organized for student use. 

•  Consistent expectations and training - Each staff member 
understands and supports the program objectives. Being able to play 
and work cooperatively empowers children and crosses over into the 
classroom. 
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THANK YOU FROM  

LIZ RAMIREZ 
 
 

Let me say a BIG THANK YOU 
to our wonderful parents (and 

students) who have 
responded so well to our call 
to improve safety for students 

at Drop-Off! 
Thank you to drivers for 

driving slowly and carefully 
and following the directions 

of our parent and student 
valet volunteers!  Thank you 
to all who have shared ideas, 

suggestions, and kudos! 

Now’s the time to join RSS PTA! With the National Perks and our Local 
Perks, joining is better than ever! You may turn in your $10 
membership envelope to your child’s teacher or join on-line at 
http://rsspta.myschoolcentral.com. 	  

RICHMOND	  STREET	  SCHOOL	  PTA	  PERKS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
PTA	  Cards	  are	  good	  for	  one	  use	  per	  day	  only.	  	  	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EL TARASCO 
210 Main St. Ell Segundo, CA 90245 
310.414.9612 
*15% off Entire Bill. Tax/Gratuity Excluded   
 
STIX & STRAWS 
310 E. Grand St. Suite 108, El Segundo CA, 
90245 
310.726.9194 
* 5 % off Entire Bill. Tax/Gratuity Excluded   
 
PETROS KAFE 

131 W Grand Ave, El Segundo CA 90245 
(310) 322-6200 
*Complimentary Dessert.      
 
 BEACH MEX 
409 E. Grand Ave. El Segundo, CA 90245 
310.356.6393 
*10 % off Entire Bill. Tax/Gratuity Excluded   
 
                                
STANDARD STATION Sports Bar & Grill 
226 Standardf St. El Segundo, CA 90245 
310.322.2255 
*5 % off entire bill. Tax/Gratuity Excluded   
 
 
MANDY’S RESTAURANT 
241 Main St, El Segundo, CA 90245 
(310) 322-7272 
*10 % off Entire Bill. Tax/Gratuity Excluded   
 
 
 
 
HAVANA Sandwich Company 
229 Main St. El Segundo,  CA 90245 
310.640.0014 
*10 % off Entire Bill.  Tax Excluded   
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 Bethany Gianusso 
 
2nd VP-Programs 

Amy Grant 
   
4th VP-Fundraising 
Jen Stentstrom  
 
Recording Secretary 
 Kirstin Strickland 
 
Historian 
 Helen Jorna Weiss 
 
Auditor 
 Aparna Deodhar 
  

1st VP-Leadership 
 Lupita Henriquez 
 
3rd VP-Hospitality 
 Michele Wilkoff 
     
5th VP-Membership 
 Lorraine Edralin 
 
Financial Secretary 
 Sasha Taylor 
 
Treasurer 
 Nury Gomez 
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 Lauren Dismuke 

 
The FUNdraising Team is so excited to bring to our students a 
sense of spontaneity and fun! That mission was in full swing at 
the Welcome Back to School Party! We sold the maximum 
tickets available, which was 800! Families were able to 
reconnect and children danced and played the night away. 
Although the goal was to have fun and not turn a profit, the 
team raised $2,000. 
This money will continue to be used for “Pop-Up” events. Our 
students will be surprised in the month of October with a 
bubble extravaganza and a DJ dance 
party! Most “Pop-Ups” throughout the year will take place 
during lunch recess for all grades. Look to the newsletter 
each month for what surprises will be happening around 
campus! Remember....shhhh.....it’s a secret. 
  



 

 
11 

THE BLUES NEWS October 2014 

PTA Executive Board Open Position 
2014-2015 

One of the things that makes our school so special and unique is the amazing 
volunteers that dedicate their time and talent to making a difference for children!  Our 
PTA has held nominations and elections for the new Executive Board for PTA for the 
2014-15 school year.  THANK YOU to those special people who have agreed to 
serve!   
But we still need more help! There are two positions still open that we need filled.   
 
• Teacher Appreciation Week Coordinator 
 
• Founder’s Day Tea - The person helps, along with representatives for all school 

sites, plan and execute the Founder’s Day Tea event. 
 
If you are interested in any of these positions you can contact Bethany Gianusso 
at richmondstreetpta@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you to complete our roster for the 2014-15 school 
year!  It takes a village… 
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A Message from the City of El Segundo 
 
The City is revising the Hazard Mitigation Plan and needs input from the public! 
Hazard events, such as earthquakes, tsunamis, hazardous materials incidents and 
fires can happen at any time with little or no warning.  In the worst case these 
hazards can result in death and destruction of property and infrastructure. The 
work done to minimize the impact of hazards to life and property is called Hazard 
Mitigation. The City needs your input for the plan revision. We would like to know 
what hazards concern you as a citizen and what you think the City should be doing 
to minimize the effects of hazards.  
There is a survey on the City website for you to provide your thoughts and 
concerns about preparedness for hazards and future planning efforts of the City. 
Please take the time to complete the survey. Your concerns are vital to the plan’s 
success! The survey is located at www.elsegundo.org. Select the article titled City 
of El Segundo Hazard Mitigation Plan Revision, and click “more”. On the page that 
opens is a link (called Survey Link) that will bring you to the survey. The survey 
response will automatically be sent to the Emergency Services Division for 
inclusion in the hazard mitigation plan revision. Thank you for providing your 
concerns for the update of the plan.  


