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Dates to Remember: 

 
06/04/14: 5th Grade Basketball 

Competition with CSS at RSS 

06/05/14: 5th Grade Basketball 

Competition with CSS at CSS 

6/06/14: CSS Ice Cream Social 

6/09/14: Talent Show 

6/11/14: 5th Grade Culmination 

6/12/14: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 

  
It seems hard to believe that this school year is 
coming to an end.  It always seems to go by so 
quickly.  I would like to take the opportunity now to 
thank every single parent who has volunteered their 
time this year to RSS whether at one of our PTA 
events, in a teacher’s classroom, or helping out with 
one of our many programs. Because of all the time 
all of you give to RSS, our students have grown and 
excelled in school.  To my executive board, thank 
you for putting up with all our meetings. And to all 
the chairs, thank you for making our events so 
memorable and fun for not just the students, but the 
parents also.   
 
As we now are in June, please make sure to keep an 
eye out for flyers and emails from our PTA, our 
Principal or our Teachers. There is so much going 
on in these next two weeks and I don’t want you to 
miss anything.  Here are some dates to remember – 
June 6th, is the ICE CREAM SOCIAL at CSS.  This is a 
really fun event so head on over to the other side of 
town and visit our sister school for their big 
fundraiser. The 5th grade Basketball competition 
with CSS is the 4th at RSS and 5th at CSS beginning 
at 12:15 pm.  The RSS talent show is on June 9th so 
keep watch for an email about the times and finally, 
5th grade Culmination is June 11th at 11:00 at ESHS 
Auditorium.  The last week of school is a busy one 
with parties and information should be coming 
home soon regarding that for your child’s class. 
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It has been my pleasure to be your PTA President for the past 2 years.  At this 
time I pass the gavel over to Bethany Gianusso who I know will do an amazing job 
leading our PTA to new heights with fresh ideas and great volunteers. I wish 
everyone a safe and sunny summer filled with many activities. In closing, I would 
like to wish all of our 5th graders an easy transition to Middle School and do RSS 
proud over there.    
 
Michelle Lawson 
Outgoing PTA President 
 
 
 
 It is my pleasure and honor to accept the gavel from Michelle. I will do my 
very best to fill the void our PTA will be missing in her absence. Thank you for 
welcoming me into our school community and the PTA. It is my goal to encourage 
an inclusive atmosphere at Richmond within the school and PTA. I will strive to be 
an example of inclusiveness and volunteerism.  I will go all out to make the school 
year a success. However, I can’t do it without the support of our families.  They 
are why we are so successful in our mission to promote children’s health, well-
being, and educational success at Richmond Street School.  
 
I want to personally invite each of you to be a part of that success and join the 
PTA! Please visit our website or feel free to contact me, with any questions or 
concerns.  
 
I appreciate your support and look forward to a great school year! 
 
Respectfully, 

Bethany Gianusso 
President Elect 
richmondstreetpta@gmail.com 
www.richmondstreet.org 
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Message from our principal 
Dear RSS Families, 
The end of the school year is a good time to reflect on what went well and what we still want to 
accomplish.  As I think back over this, my first year at Richmond, I am so grateful for the 
opportunity granted to Dr. Godbey and I to join this wonderful community.  We came into a 
school that was already a well-oiled, healthy organization on the heels of a beloved and long-
time administrator.  Children, staff, and parents welcomed us with open arms, minds, and 
hearts.  Together we have much to celebrate! 
We opened the year with 70 more iPads and new carts!  (Thanks to the generosity of our 
families and the hard work of our PTA volunteers!)  Our teachers embraced the challenges 
and opportunities provided with technology integration in the classrooms.  In our upper 
grades, we often see students making iMovies as ways to demonstrate their learning, as well 
as using apps like “Explain Everything” and PowerPoint to make visual presentations.  They 
are taking advantage of a new age of global resources for research and study.  Our primary 
students are also learning to use iPads both for practice on skills as well as learning the 
fundamentals of creating presentation pieces.  We have improved our school website and 
have worked hard to increase school-home communication through weekly emails.   
We have had so many successful family events:  our Fantastic Fall Festival and Silent Auction, 
our Read-a-thon and Family Picnic, our Book Fair and Family Night, our Art Fair, and Open 
house, just to name a few!  Our parents volunteer their talents and countless hours of their 
time to make our school more than just a place, it is a work of heart! 
Our teachers have worked so hard this year, as both teachers and learners.  They spent the 
year studying the CA Common Core Content Standards for English Language Arts and 
Mathematics, so that they could continue to provide the best, most up to date instruction for 
our students! In 3rd-5th grades, they led our field testing of the new CA Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress, which will replace the CA Standards Test (CST) next school year.  
They led parent information meetings so that parents could understand the changes to CA 
standards.  They supported a school-wide re-focusing on our Character Counts curriculum to 
continue our work in developing the future citizens of the 21st century.   
This summer, again through the support of our PTA, we will have an expanded garden to 
support our expanding nutrition and garden curriculum.  We will be re-purposing our 
blacktop space with new paint and new game areas, to support our students during 
unstructured recess time.  Keeping our bodies healthy increases the brain’s ability to learn 
and grow! 
Through the work of our staff, students, families, and community, Richmond Street School 
continues to be a truly special and unique learning environment where we move forward, 
together.   
On behalf of Dr. Godbey and me, we sincerely thank you and wish you a wonderful summer!  
We look forward to what we will accomplish together in the 2014-15 school year! 
 
Liz Ramirez 
Principal, Richmond Street School 
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Teacher Appreciation Week 
 

The week of May 12-16 we celebrated our teachers!  This year during Teacher 
Appreciation Week the theme was Countdown to Summer.  Our wonderful parents came 
together to provide breakfast and lunch for all of the teachers at Richmond along with 
turning their break room into summer break (a few weeks early).  All week long, teachers, 
parents and students participated in activities to let the teachers know just how 
important they are to everyone in the Richmond family.  Finally, the end of the week 
featured a teacher luncheon put on by the PTA and co-sponsored by Mathnasium, who 
provided the swag bags, and Corner Bakery, who provided the food.  Thanks to 
everyone who helped out to make this week such an amazing success! 
 
The Baskets Winners: 
Ms. Dooley- Movie Basket 
Ms. Houland- Spa Basket 
Mrs. Plotkin- Wine Basket 
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Don’t forget if you want to volunteer in 
your child’s classroom, you need to have 
a current TB test in file. 

 
Like us on 
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It's almost the end of 
the school year! Why 
not take one thing off 
your summer to do 
list and order your 
back to school 
packets online?? 
Check the flyer on 
page 13 of the 
newsletter! 
 
 

Back To  
School 

Supplies 

PTA Gift for RSS 
2014-15 School Year 

 
Thank you to all the parents and volunteers who have worked 
so hard this school for RSS PTA.  Because of your efforts we 
have raised and will be gifting back to our school $50,000! 
 

§ Field Trip / Assemblies / Buses                        $15,000.00 
§ Professional Development (for teachers)         $5,000.00 
§ New Projection System for Cafeteria                 $7,500.00 
§ Garden Expansion                                               $15,000.00 
§ Peaceful Playgrounds                                           $4,000.00 
§ IPAD Apps (3) - $700 each                         $2,100.00 
§ Music – sheet music and instruments               $400.00 
§ 4th and 5th grade Agendas              $1,000.00 

Kirsten Larson (4th Grade) was 
chosen by her colleagues as the 

Richmond Street School Educator of 
the year. 

. 
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at Manhattan Village 
 
The 2014-15 school year has already begun for Shopping 4 Students.  Now is the time to 
start shopping and turn in your receipts at the concierge at Manhattan Village.  
When you turn in your receipts (this includes, Fry’s Electronics, Restaurants, CVS, Ralphs, 
etc.) to the concierge (located across from the Apple store) RSS will receive 5 points for 
every dollar spent.   
When you buy a gift card from the Concierge we get 1000 points plus the points for the 
dollar amount ($20-$300 - $1 processing fee will be applied). You can then use that gift 
card at any of the retailers, restaurants, kiosks, or markets (that accept mastercard).  
Then head back to concierge and get more points for our school using your receipt. 
Purchasing gift cards helps us get lots of points! 

Right now thru Father’s Day, when you buy a $75 gift card an extra $20 will 
be added to it.   

That’s right! You get an extra $20 just for purchasing a gift card and we get 1375 points. 
Once you spend that gift card, take your receipt back to concierge and we will get 

another 375 points.   
You do not have to turn in your receipts the day you purchase your items.  You can turn 
them in once a month if you want and we will still get credit. Concierge does need to see 
an original receipt so they can stamp it. If you are unable to get an original receipt, you 
can turn in online receipts but you will need to fill out a form and upload your receipt and 
submit that through the internet.  
(http://www.shoppingpartnership.com/manhattanvillage/)  
So start shopping now and throughout the next school year at Manhattan Village and help 
us win a percentage of $4000 (divided between our 4 school sites) to be given to our 
school next May! 

REMEMBER TO TELL CONCIERGE THAT YOU ARE WITH RICHMOND STREET 
SCHOOL 

Happy Shopping!!! 
 
CHECK-IN BEFORE YOU CHECK OUT  
Your school earns 100 bonus points for 
each Manhattan Village  
check-in via Facebook or Foursquare. Just 
make sure to present  
your check-in to the Concierge Booth to 
credit your school each  
day you visit Manhattan Village. Valid 
through August 31, 2014 
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Devise a plan. Tell your child that reading and learning 
activities will be an important part of their summer. 
Assure them that they’ll still have lots of time for play.

Teach mini-lessons. Transform 
everyday activities into learning 
opportunities. Children can count 
change, read directions for a trip, write 
a shopping list, or calculate a recipe’s 
measurements.

Gather activity books. Give children 
their own activity book with crossword 
puzzles or number games customized 
for their specifi c age group. Set a “due 
date” to keep them on track, but let 
them work at their own pace.

Initiate a writing project. Have your 
child keep a summer journal, write 
letters to family members or friends, or 
craft a play to perform with siblings or 
neighbors. Or, start a family cookbook 
with your favorite recipes, instructions, and shopping lists.

Strategize screen time. Educational computer games or 
apps can engage students’ minds, but make sure your 
child is spending enough time away from the screen. 
Assign a daily block of time for family members to turn 
o!  phones, computers, and the TV, and instead play a 
board game or read together.

Designate daily reading blocks. Set aside at least 15 
minutes a day for your entire family to read. (That means 
parents, too!) Find reading recommendations by grade 
level on the American Library Association’s book lists (see 
Web Resources). Organize a summer read-a-thon with 
goals for each family member, or sign your child up for 
your library’s summer book club.

Go global. Set aside several nights during the summer to 
have an international evening. Together, cook a meal with 
recipes from a di! erent nation. Learn basic words in that 

country’s language. Find the country on 
a map, and together examine a book 
or article with information on what life 
is like there.

Sneak learning into family trips. If 
your family is able to take a vacation 
during the summer, include stops at 
zoos, children’s museums, or historic 
sites. Have your child help you plot out 
the journey using maps and keep a 
journal along the way. Older children 
can tally up miles, keep track of 
expenses, or compute gas mileage. 

Get moving. Build physical activity into 
your child’s summer days. Even if he or 
she can’t participate in a local sports 
league or community-based team, 

encourage activities such as jumping rope, playing catch, 
and taking family walks.

For more resources, look to your child’s school and your 
local library or community center for ideas to keep kids’ 
brains buzzing during the dog days of summer.

 

If students laze away the days of summer without using their minds, they can lose up to a month of 
learning—especially in reading and math. Stem the summer slide and keep your child engaged with these 

fun, brain-friendly activities.

RP 29:9

Exercise Kids’ Minds 
During the Summer

If students laze away the days of summer without using their minds, they can lose up to a month of 

Report
toPARENTS

Report to Parents, written to serve elementary and middle-level principals, may be 
reproduced by National Association of Elementary School Principals members without 
permission. It can be posted to school websites, blogs, or sent via email. Back issues are 
available to members at naesp.org.

Web Resources
The American Library Association compiles grade-level 
book lists.
www.ala.org/alsc/compubs/booklists/summerreadinglist

The National Summer Learning Association o! ers 
activities, tools, and links.
www.summerlearning.org/?page=activity_resource
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JOIN OUR RICHMOND SCHOOL SUMMER READING 
CHALLENGE! 

Contest dates: June 1 - August 25th 
 

v Every student that earns 500 points (grades K-2) or 1,000 points (grades 3-5) will partake 
in a popsicle party at the start of the school year!  

v Everyone that earns over 1,500 points will have their name entered into a raffle.  Two 
lucky winners will receive a $25 gift card to Barnes and Noble!  

 
Click here and then log-in with this information: 
Contest Name: Richmond Summer Challenge 
Contest Pin: RE876 
Username: Please include your child’s incoming grade level.  Samples: lisadiane2 or 
christopher4 or ilovebooks5 
 
BookAventure.org is a fun, free way to motivate your child to read!  Kids in grades K-8 can 
search for books, read them offline, come back to quiz on what they’ve read, and earn prizes 
for their success.  You can create booklists from nearly 8,000 recommended titles based on 
your child’s reading level and interests. After reading a book, students go to Quiz-O-Matic to 
test their comprehension.  Each quiz contains either five (grades k-2) or ten (grades 3-8) 
questions.  Children must score at least 80% in grades K-2 level books and at least 90% on 
grades 3+ level books to be awarded points.  You can retake a quiz once, but after two tries 
that quiz will be removed.  
If additional motivation is needed, use the Personal Incentive Plan available to create your own 
custom rewards. You set the required points necessary to receive a prize and decide what the 
prize will be. Ideas include “Free Pass” (like no chores) or “Free Choice” certificates (like 
meal cooked, restaurant outing, or movie rental).  Set it up with your child and make it 
meaningful to them. 

AVOID SUMMER SLIDE! 
Experts agree that children who read during the summer gain reading skills, while those 
who do not often slide backward. According to a report from Johns Hopkins Center for 
Summer Learning: "A conservative estimate of lost instructional time is approximately 
two months or roughly 22 percent of the school year...."    
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Here are some other summer reading programs/ideas: 
 
El Segundo Public Library Summer Reading Program – Register starting June 12 and 
receive free admission to Legoland and certificates for FREE McDonald’s ice cream, 
Cold Stone ice cream, and kids meals to Johnny Rockets, CPK, and Rubios(while 
supplies last).  Kids earn a grab bag prize for every 10 books read.  You won’t want to 
miss the kick-off event featuring Ken Frawley’s “Animal Tales and Musical Scales” – 
June 19th.  
 
Barnes & Noble’s Summer Reading program – Imagination's Destination, gives out a free book 
to each child who reads 8 books over the summer. There are many free books to choose from 
and there's something for every kid in grades 1-6. Limit one free book per customer during the 
course of the promotion, which runs from May 20 to September 2. 
 
Pottery Barn Kids Summer Reading Challenge Book List - Have your child read 8 books this 
summer from their reading list.  Bring the Pottery Barn Kids Summer Reading Challenge 
reading list back to a participating Pottery Barn Kids between May 15, 2014 and July 17, 2014 
and present it to an employee to receive your free book. Throughout the summer there will be 
free Pottery Barn Kids events for kids including character appearances, healthy snacks from 
Happy Family, and activities and giveaways from PBS Kids. There's a limit of 1 free book per 
customer and they're only available while supplies last.  Children must be 10 or younger to 
participate. 

Chuck E. Cheese Reading Rewards -Chuck E. Cheese offers all kinds of incentive calendars, 
including Reading Rewards where kids can earn free 10 Chuck E. Cheese tokens for reading 
each day for 2 weeks. 

Reading-rewards.com is a free online reading log and reading incentive program to 
encourage children to read. The Reading Circle allows you to safely check in with participating 
classmates, see their favorite read, read their reviews, and more! 
 
Read the book – Rent the movie – Perhaps you’ve seen the movie but haven’t read the book – 
or the other way around.  Comparing movies and books promotes critical thinking and 
sequencing skills.  It’s a great motivation to pick up a good story! 
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Read-a-Thon Update 

 

Twenty classrooms that read 15,000 
minutes or more were randomly 
selected to receive a Royal 
Reader pizza party.   The majority of 
our classes met this goal, but one lucky 
winner from Richmond School was 
selected.  Congrats to Mrs. Garza's 4th 
grade class!   Great job Royal 
Readers!  Go Kings! 

 
President 
 Bethany Gianusso 
 
2nd VP-Programs 

Amy Grant 
   
4th VP-Fundraising 
Jen Stentstrom  
 
Recording Secretary 
 Kirstin Strickland 
 
Historian 
 Helen Jorna Weiss 
 
Auditor 
 Aparna Deodhar 
  

1st VP-Leadership 
 Lupita Henriquez 
 
3rd VP-Hospitality 
 Michele Wilkoff 
     
5th VP-Membership 
 Lorraine Edralin 
 
Financial Secretary 
 Sasha Taylor 
 
Treasurer 
 Nury Gomez 
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PTA Executive Board Open Position 
2014-2015 

One of the things that makes our school so special and unique is the amazing 
volunteers that dedicate their time and talent to making a difference for children!  Our 
PTA has held nominations and elections for the new Executive Board for PTA for the 
2014-15 school year.  THANK YOU to those special people who have agreed to 
serve!   
But we still need more help! There are a few positions still open that we need filled.   
 
• Honorary Service – in January or February you will send out a form to the school 

asking for nomination of volunteers who have been amazing throughout the 
school year.  A committee will be formed and then you will meet and decide on 
the honorees.  They will be honored at the Founder’s Day Tea (FDT) in 
April.  The last few years, the honorary service chairs have been helping with 
the FDT event also. 

• 4th Grade Rep - Be the communication liaison for the 4th Room Parents, giving 
them important PTA information that needs to be passed to the room parents. 

• Co-Chair – Parent Volunteer Team. 
• Founder’s Day Tea - The person helps, along with representatives for all school 

sites, plan and execute the Founder’s Day Tea event. 
• Teacher Appreciation Week Coordinator 
 
If you are interested in any of these positions you can contact Bethany Gianusso 
at richmondstreetpta@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you to complete our roster for the 2014-15 school 
year!  It takes a village… 
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RICHMOND STREET SCHOOL 
2014-2015 SCHOOL SUPPLY ONLINE ORDERING INFORMATION 

 
Check school website under Parents/Back to School for additional mandatory classroom supplies.  

All individual school supplies need to be brought in on the first day of school.  
Supplies will ship to your home the week of August 18th. 

 

For questions, please contact Beth Hapke at bethhapke@gmail.com   

ONLINE ORDERING ONLY! 
Order Securely Online 

Starting Now thru June 23rd 
 

1.   Go to www.epipacks.com 
2.   Enter the school ID, RIC067 
3.   Follow the directions to complete your order. 
4.   Print your online confirmation as your receipt. 

 

Sales tax plus a shipping fee of $9.50 on the 1st pack and 
$5.50 any additional pack will be charged at checkout.  

Grade Level 
2014-2015 

Cost  
Each 

Kinder/Tedde $33.33 

Kinder $40.19 

1st $33.53 

2nd $61.30 

3rd $43.95 

4th $67.68 

5th $53.70 

New $350 in value  
added to  

every pack 

With the purchase of each school pack you will receive, at no additional cost,  

EPI’s  Back  to  School  rewards  coupon  booklet.  Each booklet is filled with  
offers from 40 national merchants valued at over $350 in savings.  

FREE OFFERS 
Family Circle magazine subscription with each order over $20 made online. 


