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SIPAYIK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
MEETING OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
THURSDAY, March 16, 2023, @ 5:00 P.M. 

 
In-Person in School Cafeteria 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:          Alberta Newell, Chairperson,  
                                                   Theresa Sapiel, Vice-Chairperson,  
                                                   Holly Cleaves, Stormi McLaughlin, 
                                                   Rachael Nicholas  
 
OTHERS PRESENT:            Dr. Reza Namin, Superintendent, 
              Dan Morang, Principal, 
                                                     
                                                   
1. Chairperson Newell calls the meeting to order at 5:11 P.M. 

 
2.  Moment of Silence 

 
3. Motion by Vice Chairperson Sapiel, and seconded by Ms. Cleaves, to approve the 

minutes of the February 16, 2023 meeting. Voted Unanimously 
 

4. Presentation by Headmaster Judson McBrine Regarding Wabanaki Studies Partnership 
with Washington Academy. Moved to April School Committee Meeting. 
 

5. Consideration of a Research Request by a Graduate Student Jasmine Lamb. Moved to 
April School Committee Meeting. 
 

6. Consideration of Sipayik Elementary School Revised Fragrance-Free Policy. Second 
Reading to discuss during the April School Committee Meeting. 
 

7. Dr. Namin reported the follow-up regarding the “Tribal Communities in Schools” Grant 
that the schools are responsible to hire the staff and paid by the grant similar to the 
RREV Grant.  
 

8.  REPORTS:  
 
Principal: Please See Attached. 
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Superintendent’s.  Dr. Namin informed the school committee that the Washington 
Academy Headmaster and Assistant Headmaster will be attending the next School 
Committee Meeting to discuss the implementation of the Wabanaki Academy at the 
Washington Academy. He also has received some support from the Maine House of 
Representative Chair Brennan regarding potential financial support by the State of 
Maine. Dr. Namin reported his day visit at Sipayik Elementary School and how 
impressed he was with the high quality and caring staff in the classroom, custodial, and 
cafeteria. He was very impressed with the salad bar and lunch menu for students. He 
visited all the classrooms and had lunch with students. 
 
High School Community/ School Liaison. Ms. Clement reported that she and Principal 
Morang had a good visit and meeting with the Headmaster McBrine and the Assistant 
Headmaster during their visit to Sipayik Elementary School. Everything is going well 
and had recent four students transferred to Shead High School. 

 
9. Community Comment. 

 
There was news regarding our two tribal members’ visits to further their education and 
volunteerism in another country. The high academic standards and social and civic 
expectations are very impressive and the school committee will be fully supportive of 
them. 
 
Vice Chairperson Sapiel made a motion, seconded by Ms. McLaughlin, to enter executive 
session at 6:33 p.m. pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405(6) to discuss student and personnel 
matters where public discussion could damage reputations or violate the right to 
privacy. It was voted 4 in favor and one absent. The regular session reconvened at 7:41 
p.m. 
 

10. Motion by Vice Chairperson Sapiel and seconded by Ms. McLaughlin to adjourn. Voted  
4 in favor and one absent.  Time Out: 7:47 p.m. 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Dr. Reza Namin 


