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 March 1, 2022 
 

Dear Shamong School District Families, 

 

Throughout the pandemic, there have been changes to protocols and procedures as they relate to COVID-19.  

Most recently, Governor Murphy announced the end to the masking mandate, effective March 7, 2022.  This 

announcement coincides with a drop in positive cases both in our district, as well as within our region. 

Effective March 7, 2022, the Shamong Township School District will become a “mask optional” district.   

 

MASK OPTIONAL: 

Effective March 7th, students and staff will have the option of wearing a mask in school.  What does this mean? 

 

 Students, staff and visitors will no longer be required to wear a mask or face covering while in a school 

building or on school grounds. 

 Parents who wish for their child to continue wearing a mask may do so. Everyone should respect one 

another’s choice to mask or not.  

 No communication is required regarding your decision as a family. 

 Staff will not be required to monitor whether students are or are not wearing masks. 

 

SYMPTOMATIC INDIVIDUALS: 

 Individuals exhibiting symptoms in school will be sent home, regardless of vaccination status. 

 Recommendation is to receive a COVID test or obtain an alternate diagnosis.  

 Follow appropriate quarantine guidelines in place by the NJDOH.  

 

IN SCHOOL CLOSE CONTACT CHANGES: 
Shamong Township School District will also be making a change to how in-school close contacts will be 

addressed.  Beginning Monday, March 7, 2022, students deemed “in-school close contacts” of a positive case will 

no longer be automatically removed from the in-person program.   Quarantines of in-school close contacts will 

now be voluntary.  Parents/guardians will have the opportunity to elect a voluntary quarantine regardless of 

vaccination status.  What does this mean? 

 

 Shamong Township School District will continue contact tracing at this time.  We will re-evaluate the 

need on a monthly basis using our district and our region statistics. 

 Parents/guardians of “in-school close contacts” will be notified of their status via email or phone. 

 Parents/guardians of “in-school close contacts” will be able to elect a voluntary quarantine that falls in 

line with the current Department of Health guidelines. 

 Parents/guardians who decline the voluntary quarantine of “in-school close contacts” will be asked to 

monitor their child for signs and symptoms.   

 

 

SEE NEXT PAGE 

http://www.shamongschools.org/


 

 

POSITIVE CASES: 

Protocols for positive individuals, or individuals deemed a household close contact of a positive case, will not 

change.  Positive cases and household close contacts will continue following Department of Health quarantine 

guidelines.  What does this mean?  

 

 Positive students must stay home for at least five (5) full days after the onset of symptoms or if 

asymptomatic after the positive test.   

 Day of symptoms = Day 0;  

 If asymptomatic, the date the test was performed = Day 0. 

 If positive students are fever-free for a minimum of 24 hours and signs/symptoms are reducing, students 

may return to school on Day 6. 

 Students electing to return on Day 6 should wear a mask Days 6-10.   

 

HOUSEHOLD CLOSE CONTACTS:  
A Household Close Contact is when a family member within the home tests positive.  What does this mean?  

 

 Household Close Contacts who are symptom-free may return to school on Day 6. 

 Household Close Contacts electing to return on Day 6 should wear a mask on Days 6-10.   

 

REMOTE INSTRUCTION:  
In cases where quarantine occurs under any of the above scenarios, upon notification to the school nurse, remote 

instruction will be available, and coordinated by appropriate school staff.    

 

MASK WEARING ON SCHOOL BUSES:  
The CDC recently removed the mandate for wearing of masks on school buses or vans.  As a result, masks will be 

optional for students in Shamong School District while riding on the school bus. 

 

Parents should monitor their children on a daily basis for symptoms of illness.  According to the NJDOH, for 

students with chronic illness, only new symptoms, or symptoms worse than base line should be used to determine 

symptom-based exclusion criteria.  

 

The Shamong Township School District will continue to ensure the safety of all students, staff and visitors by 

continuing our layered prevention strategies, including airflow/ventilation, cleaning protocols, social distancing, 

and continuing to encourage hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette.  It is our goal to keep everyone safe and 

secure as we transition to a mask optional environment.   

 

Thank you. 

 
 Sincerely, 

  
 Dr. Christine Vespe  

 Superintendent  


