
Upcoming Events 

 

Winter Break        12/23 – 1/5 

Classes Resume           1/6 

Board Meeting             1/10 

Board Meeting              2/7 

Board Meeting              3/14 

 

Parent/Teacher  

Conferences                   3/14 

 

Spring Break           3/28 – 4/1 

 
Board Meeting               4/4 

Good Friday 

(NO SCHOOL)                 4/15 

 

Easter Monday  

(NO SCHOOL)                4/18 

 
Board Meeting               5/2 

 

The HMS Cross Country teams had an amazing season and two of the teams managed 

to pull off  first place WSC Championships with a limited roster. Congratulations to the 

Girls’ Varsity team and Boys’ JV team on this achievement. These student athletes 

demonstrated hard work, dedication, and commitment throughout the season and 

SD104 is proud of all their accomplishments.  

All-Conference Athletes include Adam Arguello, Jahir Orozco, Alyna Salamanca, and 

Zulia Fortiz. These teams were led by Argo Alumni Coaches: Coach Manzke Coach Kane 

and Coach Cruz. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Ms. Xheraj's 5th grade class took first place in the Region 7 Math Online Sumdog 

Competition. Ms. Xheraj was so proud of her students she could not hold back her 

excitement, "My students ROCK!!!! A pandemic cannot hold us back! I am proud to 

share that my 5th grade class took 1st place in the Region 7 Math Online Sumdog 

Competition!!" The students enjoyed a pizza luncheon for their hard work and 

achievement.  

 

SD104 Students Strive for Victory – A Pandemic Cannot 

Hold Them Back! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

HMS Cross Country is Unstoppable 

Ms. Xheraj’s 5th Grade Class Achieves Math Victory 
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 Walsh                                                    Pre-K 
 

 

Here at Wharton Elementary, we are very lucky to have a team of 

amazingly enthusiastic, talented, and inspiring staff members.  

After the many weeks of distance learning, which was 

challenging for children, parents, and teachers alike, the 

willingness to go back to normal learning processes is now shared 

by everyone.  

During the month of October, we focused on antibullying. The 

antibullying campaign is meant to reduce and prevent all forms 

of bullying. We started off the month with an all-school assembly 

featuring Matt Wilhelm.  He was a victim of bullying at school 

and now performs BMX tricks with antibullying message to 

inspire our student to be kind to each other, stand up for others, 

and stand up for themselves.  Following our assembly, we had the 

students decorate their classroom bulletin boards with an 

antibullying theme.  

 

The goal for this year is to continue to provide a safe and 

nurturing environment for students and staff and continue to 

engage students in learning. To help achieve these goals, we have 

added many new faces around the building.  Within the school 

day, students are often engaged in small group lessons with 

classroom teachers, interventionists, and paraprofessionals.  

Along with our instructional plan, we have made it a goal this 

year to provide students opportunities to celebrate their positive 

behavior.  Every month, we have had a school wide celebration. 

In addition, many new building improvements are visible 

throughout the building. The gymnasium went through a 

makeover and had a horizontal climbing wall installed and a gate 

was installed on our blacktop to provide added safety for students.  

We are very excited to continue to work with our students as they 

achieve their goals in the classroom.   

 

 

  

Walker Bulldogs are thrilled to have returned to full onsite 

learning for the 2021-2022 year.  Students started the year eager 

to learn and completed NWEA’s Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) to serve as an essential data point in 

determining our students’ academic levels. Through 

differentiated instruction and creative lesson planning, each of 

our students are supported and challenged daily as they become 

outstanding academic scholars. Our students are using Reflex 

Math regularly to master their fact fluency, an integral 

foundational piece for more complex mathematical concepts. 

Since the start of the year, our school fluency has increased by 

32%. This is an amazing feat; we are proud of the students’ 

accomplishments. 

In addition to a laser focus on academics, students have 

participated a wide variety of activities to provide for a well-

rounded school experience and we are full of excited 

anticipation for the rest of the year. 

 

 

 

Despite the current pandemic, Graves Dual Language School has 

had a spectacular start to the year! It’s been amazing to have our 

students and staff attend school in person. This could not have been 

possible without our amazing staff and community. Thank you for 

your continual support.  

 

Our teachers and staff continue working diligently in their 

Professional Learning Communities to strengthen our Dual 

Language program. At Graves, you will observe innovative 

instruction with ties to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, 

Mathematics (STEAM) and anchor text selections committed 

to social justice, inclusivity, and committed to building cultural 

competence.  

 

We are committed to working closely with our community and 

continuing to build partnerships. There are wonderful things 

happening at Graves and we our continuing to plan engaging 

activities for families and students for next semester.  

 

The youngest learners of District 104 have been off to a fantastic 

start! Students were excited to arrive at school to experience their 

new playground equipment and bicycles in the courtyard. This 

allows for more pedaling, climbing, balancing, and sliding fun 

while working on our gross motor standards! Learning centers are 

all geared toward allowing Pre-K students to achieve the math, 

writing, literature and science goals set by their teachers. The 

growth in pre-academics and problem-solving skills our students 

are already making is outstanding!  The School District 104 Pre-

K Program was the recipient of the highest award for preschool 

programs in Illinois. We are a gold level program and excel in 

learning environment and teaching quality; administrative 

standards; and training & education! Please call Graves Office at 

708-458-7260 to be part of this wonderful program! 

 

As a community, we have endured many challenges due to 

COVID 19, however we are here, and together we will make 

this year a great one. At Heritage Middle School we have the 

best middle school teachers who are dedicated to the success 

of the children. It's been great seeing all our students and 

families. The students were so excited to be back in school 

and the teachers were just as excited to see them. 

 

Red Ribbon Week 



Cross Country:  

Cross Country had a great season ending with two WSC Championships for Girls Varsity and 

Boys’ JV. 
 

Girls’ Basketball: 

Varsity’s regular season record was 2 – 11 & JV’s regular season record was 7 – 6  
 

Boys’ Soccer: 

Varsity’s regular season  record was 7-6-1 &  JV’s regular season record was 3-10-1 
 

Fastpitch Softball: 

This year, we were 0-8. This year was a building year where girls were learning the game 

and skills. Towards the ends of the season, the girls made great strides. 

Boys’ Basketball:  

Varsity’s current record is 1 – 6 & JV’s current record is 3- 4  

Department of English Learner   

Programming 

On November 5th, the department of English 

learner programming once again celebrated El 

Día de Muertos with a large community 

celebration. The district’s student mariachi and 

folkloric dance groups performed for a large yet 

socially distanced crowd of parents. 

Participants enjoyed traditional Mexican food 

and drinks outdoors on a brisk fall evening. 

Student artwork from across the district was 

displayed and attendees enjoyed a performance 

from the La Vuelta ensemble group.  

Earlier in the week, the district was pleased to 

welcome a group of artists from the state of 

Oaxaca Mexico to share their expertise in 

several hands-on workshops for students and 

parents. Teaching artists led students and 

parents through the dying of face masks with 

natural indigo dye and the painting of Alebrijes, 

brightly colored and decorate animal figurines 

popular across Mexico. All these activities 

were sponsored by the district’s Arts 

Integration and Full-Service Community 

School Grants, which bring much-needed 

resources to our community. Be on the lookout 

for our Piñata making workshop coming in 

December! 

A welcome addition to the exterior of the 

Graves Dual Language School is a beautiful 

mural entitled, Triunfo, or Triumph. It is a 

technical marvel combining a variety of 

graphic and cerograph print techniques. The 

work is meant to symbolize the triumphant 

achievements of all our students and our 

community as they strive for academic 

excellence while representing their heritage. 

We hope that all who view it feel energized, 

connected, and inspired to make the most of 

every day. 

 

Special Education Department 

 

The special education department is proud to 

shine a spotlight on our program serving 

students within our transitional program.  We 

use the term transitional to remind all 

stakeholders- parents, students, and staff- it is 

the full expectation that students will 

transition in and out of instructional or self-

contained levels of support in accordance 

with their ever-changing needs.  

Our transitional program integrates High 

Leverage Practices in Special Education 

(CEEDAR Center /CEC—OSEP supported 

(2017).  Specifically, we have developed a 

Top Ten list to ensure our students benefit 

from research-based approaches to education. 

 

From early childhood to middle school, our 

students are developing both academic and 

social skills as they navigate the classroom 

environment. Center-based learning, or small 

group, individualized learning, allows 

students to engage in personally relevant 

coursework at their independent and 

instructional levels. Throughout the rotations, 

students work with staff for mini-lessons and 

practice with guided support.  Key aspects of 

center-based learning within the transitional 

program include the following expectations:  

• Students engage in core academic 

center rotations for three 20-minute 

rotations 

• Students use timers to manage time-

independently and/or with supports. 

• Students complete individualized 

lessons using I can statements 

aligned with standards and IEP 

goals. 

 

 

Girls’ Volleyball and Wrestling are starting up in December and January. 

 

 

 

1.What must be broken 

before you can use it? 

2.I am tall when I am young, 

and short when I am old. 

What am I? 

3.What is always in front of 

you but cannot be seen? 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Answers: 

1.An egg 2.A candle 3. Your 

future 

GOT RIDDLES? 
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 Our Schools … 
 

 

Cook County School District 

104 

School Board 
 

William Green, Board President 

Rachel Garcia, Vice President 

Kevin Pacheco, Secretary  

Travon Davis, Member 

Lorena Leon, Member 

Delia Cahue, Member 

Eloy Frias, Member 

 

James C. Wrenn Administration Center 

6021 S. 74th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graves Elementary 
Grades: Pre-K – 4th 

Principal: Guillermina Arteaga  

Asst. Principal: Oscar Guillen 

6021 S. 74th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7260 

Walker Elementary 
Grades: K – 4th 

Principal: Amanda Venegonia 

Asst. Principal: Sara Leone 

7735 W. 66th Place 

Bedford Park, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7150 

Walsh Elementary 
Grades: K – 4th 

Principal: Christine Smith 

Asst. Principal: Jeff Moore 

5640 S. 75th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7165 

Wharton 5th Grade Center 
Grades: 5th  

Principal: Shestine Gesbocker 

Asst. Principal: Sara Leone 

7555 W. 64th Street 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-0604 

Heritage Middle School 
Grades: 6th – 8th  

Principal: Pamela Malone 

Asst. Principal: Laura Skowronek 

6021 S. 74th Avenue 

Summit, IL 60501 

(708) 458-7590 

Cook County School District 104 

Residential Customer 

Summit, IL 60501 


