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Eagle Update
“Information is just a squawk away.”

Sports
Football

Wheeler County Rattlers played against Prairie City,
Pine Eagle, and South Wasco. The Prairie City game
took place on 9/9 and was won by the Rattlers with the
score being 34-18.The Rattlers played against Pine Eagle
on 9/16 with a score of 36-0 with the Rattlers taking the
win. The Rattlers also played against South Wasco on
9/23 and the Rattlers won with a score of 43-20. The

football team
is thinking
that they will
win their
next few
games and
hoping that
they will be
able to go
into the State
Playoffs and
win State
again.

Photographed By Clara Sweeney

By Eli Wilks

Volleyball

The volleyball girls played Prairie city on 9/9 and won
1/4 rounds round one score was 27-25 Prairie, round 2
was 24-26 Rattlers, round 3 was 25-10 Prairie, and round
4 was 25-21 Prairie city.

The volleyball girls played Day/Mon on 9/13
with 3 rounds, Rattlers 25-14, round 2 was Rattlers
25-20, and round 3 was Rattlers 25- 16.

They also played Condon on 9/15 with 3 rounds
with 3 rounds. Round 1 was 25-13 Rattlers, then round 2
was 25-23 rattlers, and round 3 was 25- 23 rattlers.

Then on 9/16 there were 5 rounds with round 1
being 22-25 Spartans, round 2 19-25 Spartans, then
round 3 25-22 Rattlers, then round 4 25- 18 Rattlers,
then the final round 15-10 Rattlers.

The Rattlers played Sherman on the 9/20 with 5
rounds, round 1 was Sherman 25-17,  round 2 was
Rattlers 25-21, round 3 was Rattlers 25-14, round 4 was
Sherman 25-12, and the final round was Sherman 15-8.

The Rattlers played Ione/Arlington, they went 3
games and won all 3 rounds, round one was 25-19, then
round 2 was 25-21, and round 3 was 25-22.

On 9/27 the Rattlers played Bickleton for 3
games, with round 1 being 25-14 Rattlers winning,
round 2 was 25-19 with the Rattlers winning, and round
3 was 25-18 rattlers winning.

The Rattlers played Horizon Christian
on 10/1 with 3 rounds, round one was 25-23 Rattlers
winning, then round 2 was 25-23 Rattlers winning, and
the final round was 25-11 Rattlers winning again.

The Rattlers played Condon and took them to 4
games with round one being 16-25 condon winning, then
round 2 25-22 Rattlers winning, round 3 25-22 Rattlers



winning, and the final round being 25-22 Rattlers
winning.

They are hoping to stay in districts for volleyball
and are also hoping to win all of their games.
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Player of the Month

Football player of the month Nathan Clark: Nathan
Clark was voted by coaches as football player of the
month. Nathan Clark has worked hard for this spot and
deserved this title. Nate was asked what kinds of
potential he sees for his team this year, and he says he
sees them getting a state championship title again this
season. Nate tells us that over the summer he didn’t
necessarily focus on football itself but he lifted weights
and stayed in good shape so he would be well prepared
for the season. Nate plays fullback as a starter on the
high school football team. Nate believes he is a good
leader on the team and has inspired some of the dorm

boys to continue to pursue football. Nate says his
favorite part of football is being able to tackle people
and the great feeling of winning. His biggest inspiration
is his coach Mr. Anderson, he says he’s his inspiration
because he never gives up on the team no matter what,
and is always looking to help the boys improve in any
way possible. Nate was asked what the difference is
between his freshman season and his senior season and
says that his freshman season he was very timid and a
little nervous to tackle but now with many years on his
hands he is better than ever. Nate has been playing
football for 8 years now and is very passionate about it.
Congratulations on player of the month Nathan!
By: Kiawna Denney

Volleyball
player of the
month is
Kiawna
Denney,
Kiawna
Denney was
chosen as
player of the
month
because she
believes that
the Wheeler
County
Rattlers can
play against
any team in
the league
and give
them a run
for their money. She did a lot of hard work over the
summer and it really paid off. She has worked really
hard on her hitting as she plays outside hitter and does an
extremely good job doing it. Against Ione/Arlington she
had an amazing 31 swings and 28 of them made the team
points. She has played 4 years of volleyball, two in
highschool and two in middle school. Kiawna says that
her biggest inspiration is her coach Crystal, she explains
that Crystal has pushed her to become a better player and
really showed her that she can do anything if she puts
her mind to it. Her favorite part about volleyball is



getting to hit and have fun playing with people she loves
and a sport she is passionate about. Congratulations on
player of the month Kiawna!
Photographed By Rosie Day
By: Robert Smith

Sports Schedule

Football:

10-7 At Harper Charter vs. Harper Charter 2pm

10-14 At Fossil vs. Joseph 7pm

10-21 At Spray vs. Echo 2pm

10-28 At Dayville vs. Dayville/Monument 2pm

Volleyball:

10-6 At Mitchell vs. Sherman 5pm

10-8 At Fossil JV Tournament 9am

10-11 At Spray vs. Arlington/Ione 5pm

10-13 At Fossil vs Bickelton 5pm

10-15 At Fossil vs Klickitat and S. Wasco (time TBA)

Lone Elk New Owners
This last summer the local Spray store was put up for
sale. Loren Woodward and Synde Autenriech saw the
opportunity and decided it was time for a new life
change, and a change in location. The two of them were
familiar with Spray because they’ve come here for many
years for great hunting and fishing. Some current
changes they have been making in the store are making
it a more shoppable store, like adding healthier food
choices, snacks, and many other varieties of beverages.
They are also in the process of making some new menu
changes! Some changes the two of them plan to make in
the future are to expand the cafe more, and on the other
half of the store that has been closed for many years they
plan to make a laundry mat, and a shower house. They
believe that making a shower house and laundry mat will
be a big benefit to the community for bikers, hunters,
and anyone traveling through. They both agreed that so
far their favorite thing about owning the store is getting

to know people in the community, and also talking with
people that travel through. Their least favorite thing
about it is the lack of employees. Overall they have
enjoyed owning the store! Loren and Synde have never

owned a business before but are doing a great job with
our small town store. We are so excited to have them
join our community and get to know them. Thank you
for your time, effort, and dedication on making our
community a bit better!

By Kiawna Denney

Homecoming
Next Month is the Homecoming Dance. Right now it’s
looking like it will be October 28. It will be at the
Grange in Spray.  If it’s on October 28, That same day
the football boys would have a game in Dayville. So
they will have to play, then come back for the
homecoming dance at night. The Theme will be Friday
Night Lights. It will be a fun time for anybody who’s
going.
By Tanner Mertens

Hunting Season
With archery season just getting over and rifle season
just opening there are people from all over coming to
Wheeler County to hunt for deer and elk. The rifle



season opened October 1st and ends November 4th.
Roads will have a lot more traffic and the local stores
will be more busy with the increased population due to
the popular hunting spot the Umatilla Forest. Hunting is
also a big part of the community here in Spray, with

most families
depending on
deer and elk to
fill their
freezers and
feed their
families
throughout the
winter. We
wish you the
best of luck
this hunting
season.

Photographed By Taylor Towell
By Carson Conlee
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High School Rodeo
The fall Oregon High School Rodeo season has just
come to an end.  There are seven kids from Spray, who
are in high school rodeo, Nate Clark, Carter Boise,
Teagan and Taylor Towell, Callie and Kiawna Denney,
and Oran Davis.  We had three rodeos this fall, in
Cottage Grove, Canby, and Condon.  The first rodeo in
Cottage Grove was the 26-28 of August.  It was our first
rodeo of the season and everyone had a lot of fun.
Carter and Nate had a great weekend, placing very high
in the Steer Wrestling as well as Tie Down Roping.
Teagan also placed in the Breakaway.  Our next rodeo
was in Canby during the 9-11 of September.  It was a
great weekend for everyone.  Nate won the Steer
Wrestling for the weekend, and Oran and Carter placed
in the Tie Down.  Our final rodeo of the year was in
Condon last weekend.  Oran placed second overall in the
Tie Down, and Teagan placed in the breakaway.  We are
all excited for the beginning of next year to continue our
season.
By Oran Davis

Dorm Student
Spotlight
Carmen Balaguer is a foreign exchange girl from Spain
staying in the dorm this year.  She decided to come to the
United States because both her parents have visited, and
she wanted to experience for herself.  She is excited to
make lots of new friends and have the new experience of
being away from home.  She really enjoys living in the
dorm.  She also loves having a roommate to hangout
with.  Back home in Spain, she likes to play sports, listen
to music, walk her dog, and hangout with all her friends.

She lives with her mom
and dad, and younger
brother.  Her plan for
after high school is to
study medicine.
Photographed by Net

Damian Dobias is an
eighteen year old dorm
student from Slovakia.
He came to the United

States to experience a different culture.  He doesn’t quite
know what he is going to learn from coming here, but is
super excited for
the opportunity.
He has a lot of
fun at the dorm,
with the other
foreigners as
well as his dorm
parents.  The
food at the dorm
is really good, he
says.   Back
home he likes to
play soccer
during his free
time.  He also studies I.T.  When he gets back home his
plans are to go to college and build a house.
Photographed by Ben Chase
By Oran Davis



Cycle Oregon
Cycle Oregon is an annual event that is always the full
weekend after Labor Day weekend, and they choose
smaller communities to ride through because of the
sights and how beautiful it is. This year the Cycle
Oregon group of cyclists traveled from John Day, and
through Wheeler County. They chose our community for
its natural beauty and its small town feel. The average
daily ride is 40-70 miles.

The whole community and schools came
together to help out however possible, doing different
kinds of volunteer work to help make it easier for the
cyclists. Volunteers would do all kinds of different
things, such as helping cyclists find their bags and taking
them to their tents for them, unloading things and setting
things up, and serving food and water to them. On
different days where the majority of the cyclists would
be, there were pit stops for them, where they could grab
food, water, and take a break. The main stop for them
was in Mitchell, Oregon, where they could set up tents
and rest. At this stop there were food trucks, a stage for
music, and rows of places to set up camp.

Photographed By Clara Sweeney
By Josey Holm

Alumni Highlight
Allie Siegle (Smith) used to go to school at Spray High
School and
graduated with the
class of 2020. She
is married to Angel
Siegle who used to
be a foriegn
exchange student
for Spray 5 years
ago and they got
married right
before she
graduated in 2020.
One of her favorite
things about
coming to Spray
was playing sports, especially volleyball. She said her
favorite thing to do was to get to know the teachers as
people and harass Karl Hudson. Her favorite teacher was
Karl Hudson and she said he helped her mature a lot.
Now Allie is going to SAGU (South Western Assemblies
of God University). She lives in Waxahachie, Texas and
she started her own business with Mary K. She has met a
lot of amazing people down there. She has a cat named
Jasper. Allie and Angel are having a great time being
married and they are doing well for themselves.

Superintendent’s
Corner
By Glen Skip Butler

On April 26th and September 14th the Spray School
District staff invited our Spray community to two
separate events at the Grange Hall and the school
gymnasium. Both times, fliers we sent home and emails
were sent out to the community for the events. These
events were designed to collect and collaborate with our
community and gather input and ideas on how we should



spend some of our grant/relief funds. We made posters
with the description of the funding sources and the
parameters/restrictions on how it can be spent. We also
have a few volunteers prepare a spaghetti dinner in April
and a taco night in September for our community
members. We were very fortunate to have Mr. Lynn
Cowdrey from the North Central Educational Service
District there to help explain the process and what we
were trying to accomplish. After we had finished our
dinners, on both occasions, the community members
were able to socialize, walk around and write some ideas
on the posters and place sticky dots on those ideas that
they liked. When these events ended the community was
asked to discuss and collect community input on the DC
trip for our high school students that is planned for next
May. We had 22 parents and 20 students participate in
April and 40 parents and 15 students participate in
September for this community event. The collaboration
of ideas and input will be helpful in future programs and
purchasing for our school district. I would personally
like to thank you all that worked and attended these
events.

School Board Meeting
One new element of this year’s Eagle Update is that we
will be reporting on the monthly School Board Meetings.
Going to a board meeting as a student was interesting
and I learned a lot about the process. At the meeting on
Sept 12 there were a lot of interesting items on the
agenda. One major point of discussion was about getting
a new game bus. The cost will be between $130,000 and
$150,000 plus up to $10,000 for add ons. The funding
for the Washington DC trip was discussed. There was
talk about putting in a new stop sign or bus stop sign
next to Second Street but nothing was confirmed. A lot
of discussion centered around updates to documents that
the Oregon School Board Association maintains. School
board members Trish Denney, Cy Miller, Jon Asher,
Becky Clark and David Newton were all in attendance.
Board secretary Jennifer Boise was present as well as
superintendent/principal Butler, Mr. Starr, Mr.
Marcantonio, Mr. Neuburger and Mrs. Sweeney. The
next meeting is planned for Monday October 11.
By Robert Smith

Student Council
Elections

7th Grade Representative
Emma Sweeney: Emma
decided to be a part of the
student council because she
likes to make decisions and
have a voice for the younger
grades. This is Emma’s first
year as a student council
representative. Welcome
Emma!

8th Grade Representative
Kate Newton: Kate wanted to be a part of the student
council so that she can make good decisions for
everyone, and to help include the 7-8th grades in more
activities. This is Kate’s first year as a student council
representative. Welcome Kate!

Freshman Representative
Gavin Conlee: Gavin decided
to include himself in student
council so that he can
represent the freshman class
in a good fashionable manner
and to stay involved. This is
Gavin’s first year as a student
council representative.
Welcome Gavin!

Sophomore Representative
Lily Newton: Lily wanted to do this
because she knew it would be fun
and wants to be involved in helping
set things up for the students of
Spray High School. This is Lily’s
first year in Student Council.
Welcome Lily!



Junior Representative
Oran Davis: Oran got
voted on as a student
council representative
so that he could help
the community and
plan fun things for the
school. This is Oran’s
first year as a Student
Council
representative.
Welcome Oran!

Senior Representative
Kiawna Denney: Kiawna wanted to dedicate her time to

Student Council and
become a representative
because she likes to
plan fun activities, and
she likes to be an active
member in the high
school and in the
community. This is
Kiawna’s fifth year as a
Student Council
representative.
Welcome back Kiawna!

President
Carter Boise: Carter felt that he
would be a great representative as
president, and was voted on by
Spray High School students. Carter
explains that he felt that he could
do a good job leading and being
responsible for making good
decisions that would please the
students and community. Carter
was determined to become
president his senior year of high
school. Welcome Carter!

Vice President
Nathan Clark: Nathan Clark
was voted on as vice president
because he showed too many
students that he is a leader and
a good helping hand. Nathan
wanted the responsibility of
vice president.
Welcome Nathan!

Secretary
Logan Sweeney: Logan
Sweeney is Student Council
secretary as he felt that he
could make good decisions for
dances, and other school
activities. Logan takes great
notes for our student council
and was voted on as he knew
he could take on the actions of
the position. Welcome Logan!

Treasurer
Carson Conlee: Carson
explains to many students
while voting was happening
that he felt that he needed to
take on more school
leadership, as well as having
some of the skills it takes to
become a treasurer. Carson
will help the student council
keep track of funds,
spending, and income.
Welcome Carson!

By: Kiawna Denney



Elementary Soccer
For the first time ever Spray is having a youth soccer

league. Both Spray and Fossil will have their own teams,
and Spray will play Fossil every Thursday. There will be
two separate age groups 4-6, and 7-9. Ages 4-6 have 3
teams for Fossil but only 1 for Spray. Ages 7-9 for Spray
and Fossil both have 1 team. There are a lot of kids very
excited for this and it has proven  to be very fun.  There
are also a few exchange students helping out, and
coaching. They will have practice Monday from 4-5
every week. They’ve played 2 games so far and both
teams did well. The crowd was wild and full of
spectators and it was a great experience. This is a great
opportunity for all the kids to try something new, and
play a sport that hasn’t been played here ever.
By Tanner Mertens

Middle School Sports
The first middle school volleyball and football game was
Thursday the 29th, and we won in volleyball, best 2 out
of 3! Although we lost in football, we’ll get ‘em next
time. Go Coyotes!

Photographed By Callie Denney
By Josey Holm

DC Trip update
Spray High School students will be traveling in May of
2023. No, it's not for rodeo or track. Instead, with the
support of the school board, Supt. Butler, and teacher
leaders Mrs. Sweeeney and Mr. Marc, we will be visiting

Washington D.C. May 8-13. While in our nation's
capital, we will experience the solemn dignity of
Arlington National Cemetery, Vietnam, Korean, Iwo
Jima, and World War II memorials. The historic
grandeur of  Mount Vernon. The stirring words on the
walls of the Jefferson, Lincoln, FDR, and MLK
memorials. The immense battlefield of Gettysburg, just
two hours away. The epic historical and scientific events
and items in the Smithsonian Museums. The horror of
Nazi evil displayed at the Holocaust Museum. Finally,
the documents that launched the grand experiment of our
democracy-based constitutional republic, as well the
Capitol, White House, Library of Congress, and
Supreme Court buildings that followed. This trip will be
one the students and parent chaperones talk about for the
rest of their lives

.By Mr. Marcantonio

Senior Spotlight
This month’s senior spotlight is Tanner Mertens. Tanner
has been at Spray School for 7 years.  He has many goals
present and for his future, making it to state for both
basketball and track for his senior year, finding
something he is passionate about, and getting his license.
Tanner is still unsure on what he wants to do in his
future but prefers to not go to college if he doesn’t need
to. Tanner plans on finding a well paying job and finding
a passion. Tanner would really like to find a way to play
soccer and try to make a comeback with that as he used
to play soccer as a child. Tanner has considered
attending a program similar to college that is in eatern
Oregon that has 100+ programs that you get to choose
from and gives you time to decide what you want your
future to look like. Tanner isn’t 100% sure yet exactly
what his plans are but we know whatever he decides to
do he will be great at. Tanner is most excited to get out
of highschool so he doesn’t have to do school work
anymore, and isn’t being told what to do all the time. He
believes that the main things he will miss about
highschool is sports, teachers, and friends. Graduate
2023, Tanner Mertens!

By Kiawna Denney



Elderly Firewood
Collection
The Spray Church will be cutting firewood for the
elderly and widows from the spray community.  This is a
yearly tradition that they have been doing for several
years. They have already had one day of cutting and
delivering wood to people. The 4J ranch has been kind
enough to provide the trees.  They are planning on
having at least two or three more work days to get more
wood to everyone.

By Oran Davis

General store
renovations
Joni Kabana bought the General Store about a year and a
half ago. She is 65 years old and she used to be a
photographer. She started working with kids with cancer

and medical doctors in Africa for ten years. She moved
up to winlock 9 years ago. She bought the General Store
with her retirement money and she has a lot of plans for
the future of the General Store. She wants to do a lot of
activities with the school and more open mic nights
which are nights when you can go and sing a song of
your choice just for fun. She is in the process of
rebuilding the outside to make it look more presentable
and fix up the inside of it. She wants to make it like an
activity center for the town.
Photographed By Ben Chase
By Robert Smith

Spray Garage
renovations
The Spray Garage was recently bought by Sarah Waters,
and is going to be turned into something amazing! Sarah
is a professional photographer and saw this garage as an
extraordinary opportunity to turn it into an amazing
studio/creative space. She says that the tall ceilings and
beautiful natural lighting from the windows give the
space such a pleasant glow. There are 3“bays” and the
right one has a small bathroom and a living quarters in it
where she will stay, and the left and middle bays are big
and would be good for gatherings. There is a building in
the back that she is calling “the barn” that is a small area
she is thinking will be good for small dinners or
gatherings.

She plans to do some simple renovations to it,
such as some landscaping, putting in a fire pit, and
adding cooling/ heating systems to it. Some more things
she is going to do are cleaning up, removing a couple
trees, and putting in things like a shower and adding an
area to do cooking.

Sarah says the things that inspired her to buy the

garage was that her father was a photolithographer, and
had a big industrial place in San Francisco. His
photolithography place was a commercial printing plant
where he printed beautiful art books, and it greatly
inspired her to do what she is doing. She loves the idea
of just a “fort” type area, where she can just make
beautiful messes and have a fun time! She also really
loves the look of the building and believes every
building has a “soul,” and wants to keep this one alive.



Sarah has been coming to Spray for 9 years now because
her friend has a place here, and she has always thought it
was so beautiful and that it was just a “photographers
paradise” and was just a healing place for her and she
always wanted to be out here more. She still has work
where she lives, but is going to be here as much as she
can and is super excited to keep working on the Garage.
We can’t wait to see how it turns out Sarah, it’s going to
be awesome!
Photographed By Ben Chase

By Josey Holm

Condon Haunted
House
The Liberty Theater in Condon is hosting a haunted
house. Community members from Spray, Fossil, and

Condon will be helping set it up. Spray Highschool will
be designing 3 of the rooms for the haunted house. It
will be open on October 28th, 29th, and 31st. If you are
interested in being a part of the process contact Ms Day
at rday@spray.k12.or.us, they will start working on it in
early October.

Photographed By Rosie Day

By Carson Conlee
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