
HANCOCK COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

September 8, 2021 

 
The Hancock County Board of Education met in Emergency Meeting on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 

the JDRIV Career Center, New Cumberland, commencing at 5:30 pm.  Board Members present with 

Danny Kaser, President, Larry Shaw, Chris Gillette, Michelle Chappell and Toni Hinerman participated by 

phone. 

 

The meeting was brought to order and those in attendance were asked to stand and recite the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

The purpose of the meeting: Discussion and possible action on COVID safety issues. 

 

Danny Kaser, President stated we asked Ms. Petrovich to provide us some documentation of what’s 

going on in schools with COVID numbers. Ms. Petrovich presented charts to the board members by 

school with positive cases and quarantine students, along with a dashboard on our website. Petrovich 

noted the WVDE changed these guidelines from last year. If a student or staff member has a face 

covering on and has been exposed to a positive case, they don’t have to quarantine according to these 

new guidelines. Petrovich noted those are the guidelines, I didn’t make up these guidelines and I’m 

just following what’s out there. The WVDE and Health Department presented the situation and the 

remedies and protocols to us. Ms. Petrovich made a recommendation requiring face coverings for all 

students, staff, visitors while indoors and on the buses until September 30, 2021. We will reevaluate 

at that time.  Danny Kaser, President stated I believe that our responsibilities to keep our students in 

school and our employees on the job. In our present situation it is our obligation to provide the safest 

school and bus environment that we possibly can for our students and employees. We are all elected 

officials chosen by the voting public to represent their best interest. We are a non-partisan board and 

cannot let personal, political positions influence our decisions. We must examine our current 

situation and do what is best for the entire school population and by saying that, Ms. Petrovich do 

you have a final recommendation.  Ms. Petrovich is recommending beginning Thursday, September 

9, 2021 Hancock County Schools and Board of Education will require face coverings for all students, 

staff, and visitors while indoors and on the bus, regardless of vaccination status and this face 

covering will extend until September 30, 2021 and will be reevaluated at that time. This was 

approved by a 4-1 (Chris Gillette voted no) vote with Larry Shaw moved and was supported by 

Michelle Chappell. Danny Kaser, President noted he personally called every school nurse and Jackie 

Huff today to thank them for what they’ve been doing since school started and asked their opinion 

on mask mandate, they all were in favor to do so.  

 

ADJOURNMENT      
 

With no further business before the board, Danny Kaser adjourned the meeting. 

 

Danny Kaser, President board member adjourned the meeting at 6:35 pm.  

 
______________________________    ________________________________ 

Danny Kaser, President      Ms. Dawn Petrovich, Secretary  

 


