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Terry Bales 
 

Welcome and About Me! 
My name is Terry Bales and I have been teaching at Blue River Valley for 7 years. I have  
32 years’ experience teaching high school mathematics. I was born in Wilmington Ohio but have  
lived in Henry County for 56 years. During my free time, I love to read motivational books  
about people who achieve success in life. I love to watch movies with my wife (occasionally I  
relent and watch a romantic comedy). 
 

My Education and Professional Background 
I began my university studies in electrical engineering at Rose-Hulman. After a year and a half,  
I realized it was not the career choice for me. I was working odd jobs when I got an opportunity 
at Blue River to sub/teach math because my high school math teacher had to take a leave of  
absence. It was during that time, I found joy in teaching math and helping students. I completed 
my undergraduate and master's degrees at Ball State University. In my teaching career I have 
taught many courses: General Math, Algebra I and II, Geometry, Finite Math, SAT Math,  
Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus, and ACP Calculus. I have coached several different sports as well:  
Boys’ Basketball, Tennis, and Track / Girls’ Basketball, Tennis, and Volleyball. Basketball is  
passion. 
 

My Educational Philosophy and Thoughts on Our School 
I believe in challenging our students to become problem-solvers. I want them to learn to not fear  
mistakes. It is in those mistakes, if we choose to use them to our advantage, which creates the  
opportunity for growth. I want the objective of my classes to be the understanding of concepts. If  
we achieve this objective; the grade will take care of itself. 


