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I.  PURPOSE  
The goal of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Act is to ensure that each homeless child or youth has 
equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, and extra-curricular 
activities, as provided to other children and youths. The Littlestown Area School District will ensure that children and 
youth who are homeless are free from discrimination, segregation, and harassment. Any information regarding each 
student’s homeless status shall be handled in a confidential and professional manner by school and system personnel.  
 

II.  DEFINITIONS 
The term “homeless child and youth” is defined as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence, including children and youth who are:  
• Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reasons;  
• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to lack of alternative adequate accommodation;  
• Living in emergency or transitional shelters;  
• Abandoned in hospitals;  
• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, or bus or train stations, or similar 
settings;  
• Sleeping in a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, 
regular sleeping accommodations; and,  
• Migratory- who qualify as homeless living in the circumstances described above. A child or youth shall be considered 
to be experiencing homelessness for as long as he or she is in a living situation described above.  
• Unaccompanied- not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian; in practical terms, this means the youth does not 
live with the parent or guardian, who is in transition as defined above.  
 
Additional Definitions 
• Enrollment - includes registration, attending classes, and participating fully in school activities. 
• School of Origin - the school the child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in which the child or 
youth was last enrolled.  
• School of Residence - means the school or schools that non-homeless students are eligible to attend in the attendance 
area where a homeless student is residing. 
• Title I, Part A, Services - Children and youth in transition are automatically eligible for Title I, services, regardless of 
what school they attend. The District’s Title I plan will be coordinated with the McKinney-Vento services. Districts are 
required to set aside funds for homeless students. Children and youth in transition will be assessed, reported on, and 
included in accountability systems, as required by federal law and U.S. Department of Education Regulations and Policy 
Guidance.  
 

III.  WHAT FAMILIES AND UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH NEED TO KNOW 
• All school districts are required to have a homeless education liaison within their school district.  
• Children and youth experiencing homelessness have the right to attend school.  
• A permanent address is not needed to enroll in school.  
• Children in homeless situations have the right to stay in the school they attend before becoming homeless or where 
they last enrolled (school of origin) if the parent or guardian so chooses.  
• A homeless child cannot be denied school enrollment just because school records, immunizations, or other enrollment 
documentation are not immediately available and must be enrolled immediately.  
• Schools must provide a written explanation if a placement dispute occurs; parents/guardians may contact the District’s 
Homeless Liaison.  
• A homeless child has the right to participate in extracurricular activities and all federal, state, or local programs for 
which he/she is eligible  
• A homeless child is entitled to free breakfast and lunch, transportation assistance and to receive Title I services.  
• Unaccompanied homeless youth (0- 21 years of age) not living with parent(s) or legal guardian(s), have these same 
rights.  



 
 
 

IV.  LIAISONS  
The McKinney-Vento Act requires that every school district designate a staff person to serve as the Homeless Education 
Liaison, whose role is to assist displaced students enrolling in school, remove all barriers to enrollment, ensure that 
displaced students receive the educational services for they are eligible and have access to all school activities and 
events. This liaison may have other duties within the school district.  
 
The Homeless Education Liaison’s Responsibilities  
Ensure that: 

• homeless children and youth are identified by school personnel and through coordination with other entities 
and agencies.  
• homeless students enroll in, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed in, the schools of the Local 
Education Agency (LEA).  

• families and homeless children and youths have access to and receive educational services for which such 
families, children, and youths are eligible, including services through Head Start programs (including Early Head 
Start programs), early intervention services under Part C of the IDEA, and other preschool programs 
administered by the LEA.  

• homeless families and homeless children and youths receive referrals to health, dental, mental health, and 
substance abuse services, housing services, and other appropriate services. 
• parents and guardians are informed of educational and related opportunities available to their children and 
are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children.  

• public notice of the educational rights of homeless students is disseminated in locations frequented by parents 
and guardians of such children and youths, and unaccompanied youths, including schools, shelters, public 
libraries, and soup kitchens, in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians and 
unaccompanied youths.  
• enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with the requirements of the McKinney-Vento Act.  
• the parent/guardian of a homeless child or youth, or any unaccompanied youth, are fully informed of all 
transportation services, including transportation to and from the school of origin and are assisted in accessing 
transportation services.  
• unaccompanied youths are enrolled in school, have opportunities to meet the same challenging State 
academic standards as the State establishes for other children and youths, are informed of their status as 
independent students under section 480 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA) (20 U.S.C. 1087vv), and their 
right to receive verification of this status from the local liaison. (Section 722(g)(6)(A)) 

 
 
Additional Duties 
Training 
The Liaison will conduct and/or set up (Regional ECYEH Office, etc.) training and sensitivity/awareness activities to 
relevant school personnel at least once each year. The trainings and activities will be designed to increase staff 
awareness of homelessness, facilitate immediate enrollment, ensure compliance with this policy, and increase sensitivity 
to children and youth in transition.  
 
Coordination 
The liaison and/or designee will coordinate with and seek support from the Regional ECYEH Office, public and private 
service providers in the community, housing and placement agencies, the pupil transportation department, local liaisons 
in neighboring districts, and other organizations and agencies. Coordination may include conducting outreach and 
training to those agencies and participating in the local continuum of care, homeless coalition, homeless steering 
committee, and other relevant groups. Both public and private agencies will be encouraged to support the local school 
district in implementing this policy 

 
V.  CONVERSATIONS 



Conversations about a family or youths housing situation can be uncomfortable, tense, or invasive. Using the term 
homeless might associate it as being negative, which encourages stigma, which can increase shame and embarrassment 
for those experiencing it. The shame and embarrassment can prevent families and unaccompanied youth from seeking 
the help they need. We suggest replacing the use of the term homeless and using one of the following terms, displaced 
or temporary housing arrangement. These terms have less of a negative association attached to them and using them 
may make the family or youth more open to share their situation. Make it clear that you are not trying to get them in 
trouble, but rather, want to make sure they receive all services for which they are eligible. 
 
When working with a student in temporary housing, keep in mind that losing one’s home can be traumatic. In some 
cases, the student may be contending with chronic stress caused by the instability of being homeless and additional 
factors such as substance abuse on the part of the parent(s), untreated mental illness on the part of the parent(s), or 
domestic violence. Chronic stress and trauma have a very real effect on a student’s brain, body, and behavior. When 
talking with a student, be sure to use trauma-sensitive strategies. Make sure an adult in the school community is 
regularly checking in with the student. Practice active listening and emphasize partnership over power. Avoid causing 
shame or blame, and be very clear about expectations and always make sure the student feels safe and supported.  
 

VI.  IDENTIFICATION 
Identification in collaboration with school personnel and community organizations, the local Liaison will identify children 
and youth in transition in the district, both in and out of school. The Liaison or designee will train school personnel on 
possible indicators of homelessness, sensitivity in identifying families and youth in transition, and procedures for 
forwarding information indicating homelessness to the District’s Student Registration Office/Home School Visitor, Food 
Services, Transportation, and Special Education as deemed appropriate. Instruction will be provided to school personnel 
to inquire about possible homelessness upon the enrollment and withdrawal of every student and to forward 
information indicating homelessness to the appropriate District personnel. Community partners in identification may 
include the following: family and youth shelters, soup kitchens, motels, campgrounds, drop-in centers, welfare 
departments and other social service agencies, street outreach teams, faith-based organizations, truancy and 
attendance officers, local homeless coalitions, and legal services. When necessary, the Liaison will also seek the 
assistance of the Regional Coordinator, from the PA Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness 
Program (ECYEH). Once identification is confirmed, the Liaison will keep data on the number of children and youth in 
transition in the district and enter the data into the PA ECYEH Database on a monthly basis; this includes younger 
siblings who are not of school age.  
 
Common Signs: 

Wearing clothes several days 

Lacking shower facilities/washers, etc.  

Chronic hunger or food hoarding 

Fatigue (may fall asleep in class) 

  Erratic attendance and tardiness 

Attendance at many different schools 

Consistent lack of preparation for school 

Incomplete or missing homework 

Loss of books and supplies on regular basis 

Elevated concern for safety of belongings 

Unwilling to form relationships with peers & teachers 

  Inability to contact parents 

Common Statements: 

• Statements such as:  

o “I don’t remember the name of the last school.”  

o “We’ve been moving around a lot.” 

o “Our address is new; I can’t remember it.” 

o “We’re staying with relatives until we get settled.”  



o  “We’re going through a bad time right now.”  

 

VII.  SCHOOL SELECTION 
Each child and youth in transition has the right to remain at his or her school of origin or to attend any school that 
housed students who live in the attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend. 
Keeping students in their schools of origin enhances their academic and social growth, while permitting our schools to 
benefit from the increased test scores and achievement shown to result from student continuity. Therefore, in selecting 
a school, children and youth in transition will remain at their schools of origin to the extent feasible, unless that is 
against the parent or youth’s wishes. Students may remain at their schools of origin the entire time they are in transition 
and until the end of any academic year in which they become permanently housed. The same applies if a child or youth 
loses his or her housing between academic years. Services that are required to be provided, including transportation to 
and from the school of origin and services under federal and other programs, will not be considered in determining 
feasibility.  
 

Determining Best Interest 
The concept of best interest appears in the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act in relation to a student's school 
selection options, which include the school of origin and the local attendance area school.  
 
In determining a child's or youth's best interest, an LEA must presume that keeping the displaced child or youth in the 
school of origin is in the child's or youth's best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the child's or 
youth's parent or guardian, or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the youth. (Section 722(g)(3)(B)(i)). When 
determining a child's or youth's best interest, an LEA must consider student-centered factors, including factors related to 
the impact of mobility on achievement, education, health, and safety of homeless children and youths, giving priority to 
the request of the child's or youth's parent or guardian or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth. (Section 
722(g)(3)(B)(ii)). We encourage an LEA to also consider the school placement of siblings when making this 
determination. 

 
If, after conducting the best interest determination and the district determines that it is not in the child's or youth's best 
interest to attend the school of origin or the school requested by the parent or guardian, or the unaccompanied youth, 
the district must provide the child's or youth's parent or guardian or the unaccompanied youth with a written 
explanation of the reasons for its determination, in a manner and form understandable to such parent, guardian, or 
unaccompanied youth, including information regarding the right to appeal. 
 

VIII.  ENROLLMENT  
Consistent, uninterrupted education is vital for academic achievement. Due to the realities of homelessness and 
mobility, students in transition may not have school enrollment documents available readily. Enrollment must be 
immediate. 
 
Enrollment may not be denied or delayed due to the lack of any document normally required for enrollment, including:  

• Proof of residency  
• Transcripts/school records (The enrolling school must contact the student’s previous school to obtain school 
records. Initial placement of students whose records are not immediately available can be made based on the 
student’s age and information gathered from the student, parent, and previous schools or teachers.)  
• Immunizations or immunization/health/medical/physical records (Health records may often be obtained from 
previous schools or state registries, and school- or community-based clinics can initiate immunizations when 
needed. NOTE: With MV eligibility, the Federal Law supersedes the State Law, meaning that the five (5) day 
rule does not come into play. If they do not have their immunizations, then the liaison and/or their designee 
is to assist them with obtaining them.)  
• Proof of guardianship  
• Birth certificate  
• Any other document requirements  
• Unpaid school fees  
• Lack of uniforms or clothing that conforms to dress codes  



• Any factor related to the student’s living situation  
 
Unaccompanied youth must also be enrolled immediately in school. They may either enroll themselves or be enrolled by 
a parent, non-parent caretaker, older sibling, or the liaison.  
 
Once the student has been enrolled, a request for records is to be submitted immediately to their prior district.  
 

IX.  TRANSPORTATION  
Without appropriate transportation, a student may not be able to continue attending his or her school of origin. The 
district will ensure that transportation is provided according to state guidelines, at the request of the parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth, to and from the school of origin for a child or youth in transition. Transportation will be provided 
for the entire time the child or youth has a right to attend that school, as defined above, including during pending 
disputes. Requests will be processed and transportation arranged without delay. If the student in transition is living and 
attending school in this district and requires transportation, the [NAME OF SCHOOL DISTRICT] will arrange 
transportation. If the student in transition is living in this district but attending school in another, or attending school in 
this district but living in another, this district will coordinate with the neighboring district to arrange transportation. 
When inter-district difficulties arise with transportation, and the districts cannot agree, the cost will be split 50/50 
between the two districts. In addition to receiving transportation to and from the school of origin upon request, children 
and youth in transition will also be provided with other transportation services comparable to those offered to non-
homeless students.  
 
Transportation does not just mean a school bus or van, here are a few other acceptable methods of transportation: 

1. Public Transit Bus Passes (if available in area) 
2. Taxi, Uber, and/or Lift Services 
3. Mileage Reimbursement  

 
Many times, due to the demand and lack of drivers, locating transportation through normal means is difficult. This is 
when working in cooperation of inter-district, special runs across district lines through special programs, community 
groups and organizations, becomes essential.  
 

X.  ACCESS TO COMPARABLE SERVICES  
Displaced students are to be provided services and education programs comparable to those received by other students 
and for which they meet eligibility criteria, such as services provided under Title I or similar state or local programs for 
students with disabilities; programs for students with limited English proficiency; vocational or technical programs; 
gifted and talented programs; tutoring; before- and after-school program; homework assistance; referral to counseling; 
medical and dental services; school supplies; and school nutrition programs. Displaced students will be enrolled 
immediately in the free breakfast and lunch program.  
 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) requires an LEA to reserve Title I funds necessary to provide 
educationally related support services to homeless children and youths regardless of whether they attend a Title I school 
(In other words, this required reservation applies when all schools in an LEA are Title I schools (including Title I 
schoolwide schools) and when an LEA has Title I schools and non-Title I schools). It also requires that the amount be 
sufficient to provide services to homeless children as described above. Although not required, if only a small number of 
homeless students are identified in an LEA, an LEA may wish to use a districtwide per pupil amount for homeless 
students if this approach yields a reservation amount that is sufficient for the LEA to meet these requirements. When a 
greater number of students are identified as homeless, LEAs may find it helpful to use past years’ enrollment and cost 
data on expenditures to determine the next year’s reservation. There are two principles that govern the use of Title I, 
Part A funds to provide services to homeless students. First, the services must be reasonable and necessary to assist 
homeless students to take advantage of educational opportunities. Second, Title I, Part A funds must be used only as a 
last resort when funds or services are not available from other public or private sources, such as public health clinics, or 
local discretionary funds used to provide similar services for economically disadvantaged students. 
 



When applying any district policy regarding tardiness or absences, any tardiness or absence related to a child or youth’s 
living situation will be excused. 
 
Our school district will follow state procedures to ensure that youth in transition and youth who are out of school are 
identified and accorded equal access to appropriate secondary education and support services. School personnel will 
refer children and youth in transition to appropriate health care services, including dental and mental health services. 
School personnel must also inform parents of all educational and related opportunities available to their children and 
provide parents with meaningful opportunities to participate in their children’s education. All parent information 
required by any provision of this policy must be provided in a form, manner, and language understandable to each 
parent.  
 

XI.  RECORDS 
The Liaison or designee must ensure that all students identified and enrolled as McKinney-Vento eligible, are entered 
into the PA ECYEH Database on a monthly basis. If there are no students for the month, the Liaison or designee must still 
go into the database to submit no students for the month. A spreadsheet from the database can be downloaded and 
used as their list of students for monitoring purposes. 
 
The Liaison shall also maintain a School Year (SY) folder which is to include the data spreadsheet, Intake Forms, 
Residency Questionnaires, Best Interest Determination (BID) Forms, and any other optional forms listed below that are 
used. The folder can be one for everyone, or each student can have their own folder, this is up to the preference of the 
liaison. 
 

XII.  DISPUTE RESOLUTION  
If a dispute arises over school selection (school of origin or school in which homeless child is residing) or enrollment, 
district will immediately enroll the homeless student, pending resolution of the dispute, and must provide the parent, 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth with both a written statement of the school placement decision and a notice of the 
right to appeal the decision.  
 
The notice will provide the parent or unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of its decision and the right to 
appeal and will refer the parent or youth to the Liaison or designee who will resolve the dispute as expeditiously as 
possible and maintain all appropriate documentation. The parent or unaccompanied youth will be given every 
opportunity to participate meaningfully in the resolution of the dispute and provided with the right to appeal to the 
Regional Coordinator and/or State Coordinator. The parent, unaccompanied youth, or school district may appeal the 
school district’s decision as provided in the state’s dispute resolution process.  
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) has developed the following procedures to govern the resolution of 
disputes regarding enrollment, school selection, homeless status and complaints of non-compliance with legal 
requirements pertaining to the education for homeless children and youths: 
 
Level 1 – A Dispute May Be Raised with a LEA. 
If a dispute arises over school selection or enrollment, the child or youth involved must immediately be admitted to the 
school in which they are seeking enrollment, pending resolution of the dispute 42 U.S.C.§11432(g)(3)(E)(i). PDE 
recommends that the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth who initiates the dispute contact the LEA liaison for 
individuals experiencing homelessness as soon as possible after receiving notice of the dispute. If the person initiating 
the dispute does not contact the LEA liaison directly, the LEA shall be responsible for contacting the LEA liaison regarding 
the dispute as soon as possible and referring the family or youth involved to the liaison. 
 
The LEA liaison shall ensure that the child or youth is immediately enrolled, explain the dispute resolution process to 
families and help them to use it 42 U.S.C. §11432(g)(3)(E)(iii). The LEA shall issue a written disposition of the dispute 
within 20 business days after the LEA liaison is notified of the dispute. The disposition shall be provided to the parent, 
guardian or unaccompanied youth and shall explain the basis for the decision and advise the parent, guardian or youth 
of the right to appeal. 42 U.S.C.§11432(g)(3)(E)(i).  
 



 
 
 
Level 2 – A Complaint May Be Filed with a McKinney-Vento Coordinator. 
If the parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth is dissatisfied with the LEA’s disposition of a dispute or would like to 
raise any issue of McKinney-Vento Act noncompliance, they may file a complaint or appeal with a McKinney-Vento 
regional coordinator. In lieu of filing an appeal with a McKinney-Vento coordinator, a parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth may elect to appeal the LEA decision directly to a court of competent jurisdiction. Participation in 
the appeal procedure is not required prior to taking legal action.  

• Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youths should be informed that they can provide written or oral 
documentation to support their position; and 

• Parents, guardians, and unaccompanied youths should be given the opportunity to challenge the school 
system’s assertions. 

A regional or site coordinator with whom a complaint or appeal is filed must notify the state coordinator immediately. 
Upon being notified, the state coordinator will review the complaint or appeal and assign it to a site or regional 
coordinator for disposition. The coordinator to whom the appeal is assigned may contact, interview and accept 
documentation from any individual or LEA involved, and shall issue a written disposition within 20 business days after 
the complaint or appeal has been assigned. The disposition shall be provided to the LEA and the parent, guardian or 
unaccompanied youth involved. The child or youth shall continue to be enrolled in the school in which he or she is 
seeking enrollment until the complaint or appeal is resolved or until a disposition from a McKinney-Vento coordinator is 
received. 
 
If a decision cannot be reached or agreed upon as the regional coordinator level, the dispute will be forwarded to the 
state coordinator for resolution. The state coordinator will view all information and interview all concerned parties 
involved. The Office of Chief Counsel will be included in the resolution process as needed.  If mediation services are 
needed, the state coordinator will assist in the mediation and may also invite those involved to have the dispute 
mediated at any time in the process through the Dispute Resolution Program operated by the Commonwealth Office of 
General Counsel (OGC). The OGC Dispute Resolution Program is a voluntary informal process through which a trained 
mediator assists in reaching a mutually acceptable resolution.  
 
Participating in mediation is not a waiver of the right to file a lawsuit nor is participation in mediation required prior to 
taking legal action. 
 
Region 3:  Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, Huntingdon, Juniata, Mifflin, Perry and York County’s: ECYEH Regional 
Coordinator is Sonia Pitzi, slpitzi@iu12.org - Office:  717-718-5944 and Cell:  717-253-4892 
 
ECYEH State Coordinator is Storm Camara, scamara@pa.gov  - Phone: 717-772-2066 and Fax: 717-234-4071 

 
XIII.  GUIDANCE & RESOURCES 
The Pennsylvania Education for Children and Youth Experiencing Homelessness (ECYEH) Program is comprised of eight 
(8) Regional Offices that cover the 67 Counties in PA. Each Regional Office is comprised of at least one staff, a 
Coordinator, who provides outreach, training, and technical assistance to LEAs and work to link children, youth, families, 
and LEAs to additional services or resources for individuals experiencing homelessness.  
 
The eight regional coordinators and their staff (if applicable):  
 

• Help increase program awareness among various stakeholder groups, as well as to members of the public;  
• Facilitate accurate and prompt identification of students experiencing homelessness; and  
• Ensure compliance with all McKinney-Vento Act requirements.  

 
Region 3 is comprised of eight (8) County’s and approximately 53 LEA’s, 21 Shelters, and hundreds of service providers. 
Some of the main objectives of ECYEH is to inform local school districts of their responsibilities to children and youth 
experiencing homelessness, to increase awareness about their needs, reveal and overcome possible educational 

http://www.ogc.pa.gov/Services%20to%20Agencies/Mediation%20Procedures/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:slpitzi@iu12.org
mailto:scamara@pa.gov


barriers, explain current legislation and policies, and provide practical tips for working with children experiencing 
homelessness. 
 
Those eight (8) Counties’ are:  Adams, Cumberland, Franklin, Huntingdon, Juniata, Mifflin, Perry and York. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Sonia Pitzi, Regional Coordinator                                              Missy Gosnell, Program Liaison/Foster Care POC 
Office Number:  717-718-5424                                Office Number: 717-718-5944 
Cell Number:  717-253-4892                                   Cell Number:  717-680-9481 
Email:  slpitzi@iu12.org                                           Email: magosnell@iu12.org 
Office Location:  LIU 12, York Learning Center @ 300 E. 7th Ave. York, PA  17404  
Link to Region 3 Google Doc Resources:   
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_b-lKn5TF-1OulKg9RtsG6pfzLL5XIcsAKg0k6cmdf4/edit  
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McKINNEY-VENTO SERVICES FLOW CHART 
 
 

Completed Enrollment/Intake Documents 

 
Answered YES and Marked Off One from Checklist on the Residency Questionnaire 

 
Immediate Enrollment 

 
Referred to Liaison for review and final identification determination 

 
Best Interest Determination (BID) 

                                                                                           
                                                    District of Origin                     District of Residence 

                                                                                   
Liaison and/or Designee: 

-Notifies the School Principal, Social Services Department, and other necessary staff 
-Notifies prior districts immediately to obtain school records 
-Review, Identify, and Set-Up Services (Needs Assessment): 

(Identify barriers and remove barriers by identifying additional resources)                 

                                                                         
                                    Transportation           Food Services           Academic Needs           Physical Needs 

 
Enter data into the PA ECYEH Database 

 
Ongoing evaluation/check-in, at minimum conducting a mid-year check in, best practice is a check-in at the end of 

each marking period 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

          MCKINNEY-VENTO 

HOMELESS FLOW CHART 
This flowchart is meant to aid you in making decisions about a student’s eligibility as homeless under the subtitle of McKinney-Vento 

Act, but may not capture every housing situation. 

Dr. Carolyn Fiascki – Homeless Liaison – Littlestown Area School District 

717-359-4146 Ext. 1210 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIGHTTIME RESIDENCE 

Nighttime residence 

missing one or more 

of the following 

traits:  fixed, regular, 

and adequate 

Fixed, regular, and 

adequate; living in 

the same place each 

night in a safe and 

sufficient space 
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DOUBLED UP 

Due to loss of housing, 

economic hardship, or a 

similar reason 

Mutual decision made to 

live together for mutual 

benefit 

HOTELS, MOTELS, TRAILER PARKS, 

CAMPGROUNDS 

Due to lack of adequate 

alternative 

accommodations 

Due to family choice; 

e.g. when a permanently 

housed parent accepts a 

new job and the family 

stays temporarily in a 

hotel, RV, etc., until they 

obtain new, permanent 

housing 



 

 

 

 

 

         

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

      

 

 

     

 

      

 

 

    

 

 

                    

 

 

 

                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING TYPE 

A place not meant for people to live, 

e.g., porch, barn, storage unit, streets, 

car, etc. 

Substandard housing; e.g., unsafe, not 

up to code, etc. (Contact district liaison 

for guidance) 

SITUATIONS BELOW PERTAIN TO UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH, 

I.E., YOUTH NOT IN THE PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF A PARENT  

Family lost housing; unable to stay 

together in same place; placed child 

temporarily with someone else 

Child or youth lives apart from 

parent/guardian due to domestic 

violence or family conflict; housing is not 

fixed, regular, adequate 

Parent abandoned 

child; did not make 

long-term child 

care arrangements 

Parent has a work 

conflict & made 

arrangements for 

child to stay with 

others 

Incarcerated or 

hospitalized parent 

did not make 

arrangements for 

child’s care 

Incarcerated or 

hospitalized 

parent arranged 

for child to stay 

with caregiver 
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Determining McKinney-Vento Eligibility of Unaccompanied Youth 
 

1. Is the student residing with someone who is not his/her parent or court appointed 
guardian? 
 
If yes, continue to the next question. If no, the student may be homeless, but is not 
unaccompanied. 
 

2. Does the student meet the definition of homeless under McKinney-Vento? 
 
These are sample questions that can be asked to determine McKinney-Vento eligibility. 
Reminder: homeless is defined as “lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence.” 
 
• Why is the student living with someone who is not his/her parent/guardian? 
• Is the student placed in this residence as a temporary plan for housing because the entire 

family became homeless? 
• Did the student leave home because of severe family conflict? 
• How long can the student continue living where he or she is? 
• Does the student have his or her own space/bedroom in the residence? 
• Does the student have adequate privacy? 
• Can the student come and go as needed? 
• Where would the student live if not able to live there? 
• What are the expectations of the student while staying there? 

 
 
A student who is considered homeless (lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence) and unaccompanied (not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian) can be 
registered as an unaccompanied homeless youth under the McKinney-Vento Act. 
 
A student who is not homeless, even though residing with a person other than the parent or 
court-appointed guardian, does not qualify as an unaccompanied homeless youth under the 
McKinney-Vento Act. 
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STUDENT RESIDENCY QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
 

 

Name of School _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Student _______________________________________________________________________________ 
                               Last     First    Middle 
 
Sex:    Male        D.O.B.  ______ /______ /______    Grade: ____________    ID#: ______________________ 
    Female          Month     Day      Year      (preschool-12)           (optional) 
 
This questionnaire is intended to address the McKinney-Vento Act 42 U.S.C. 11435.  The answers to this residency 
information help determine the services the student may be eligible to receive.  
 

1. Is your current address a temporary living arrangement?          _____Yes     _____No 
 

2. Is this temporary living arrangement due to loss of housing or economic hardship?       _____Yes   _____No 
 

If you answered YES to the above questions, please complete the remainder of this form. 
If you answered NO, you may stop here. 
 

 
Where is the student currently living? (Check one box.) 

 
  In a hotel/motel 
  In a shelter 
  With another family or person because of loss of housing or as a result of economic hardship (living “doubled-up”) 
  Moving from place to place 
  In a place not designed for ordinary sleeping accomodations such as a car, park or campsite 
  Other temporary living situation (Please describe): _______________________________________________________ 

 
Name of Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s)  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  ________________________________________ Zip  _______________  Phone  ___________________ 
 
Any person making a false statement regarding residency will be in violation of section 42 U.S.C..§11431 of the Pennsylvania Basic Education (BEC). Violation of this 
could lead to disciplinary action, including dis-enrollment. 

 
_____________________________________________    _____________________________    ________/_______/_______ 
Print name of Parent, Guardian, or   Signature of Parent, Guardian, or    Date 
Student (for unaccompanied homeless youth)  Student (for unaccompanied homeless youth 
 
 
 
 



McKinney-Vento Intake Form 
 

STUDENT NAME 
      

STUDENT NO. 
      

GRADE 
      

GENDER 
      

Ethnicity: 
  African American 
  Asian 
  Caucasian 
  Hispanic 
  Native American 
  Other 

CURRENT SCHOOL OR LAST ATTENDED 
      

ENROLLED IN SCHOOL? 
  Yes   No 

AGE 
      

DATE OF BIRTH 
      

CURRENT ADDRESS 
      

PARENT/GUARDIAN 
      

PHONE 
      

Please list siblings or other children in the home: 

Name Student No. Grade Age School (if not enrolled, please 
indicate) 

                              

                              

                              

                              

 

Student’s living situation:   
  Shelter  Doubled Up1 Temporary Placement4 

  Unsheltered2  Motel/Hotel  Migrant 
  Unaccompanied Youth3  Transitional Housing 

 Other:________________________ 
 

 1 Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or similar reason 
 2 Living in a car, park, campsite, trailer park, bus/train station, abandoned building, abandoned hospital, or 

other location not ordinarily used as sleeping accommodations 
 3 Unaccompanied youth not living with a parent or guardian 
 4 Child temporarily placed with relative or guardian 
 

 Is your current residence a temporary living situation?                Yes   No 
 Is your living arrangement due to the loss of housing or economic hardship?   Yes   No 
 
Precipitating Event: 
       Eviction  Abandonment  Parent/Guardian Incarceration 

  Fire  Death of Parent/Guardian  Parent/Guardian Hospitalized 
  Natural Disaster  Domestic Violence 

 Other:___________________________ 
 
Date student became homeless:        
 
Please check the following services that are needed or desired: 
  Free breakfast/lunch  Tutoring or other instructional support 
  Transportation  After-school programs 
  Clothing/Uniform  Evaluation 
  School supplies  Special Education Services 
  Counseling  EL Services 
  Medical/dental/vision referrals  Community resources 
  Referrals to Early Childhood Programs                   Emergency Assistance (food, shelter, etc.) 
  Coordination of Services 
 Other:___________________________________________  
  Missing enrollment records  
   Birth certificate  Prior academic records 
   Immunization/medical records  Guardianship issues 
                      IEP/504 Plan                               Other:_______________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 



Parent/Guardian/Unaccompanied Youth Signature: 

 

Student name:________________________________________________ 

 

*I affirm that the residency information provided herein is true and accurate. 

*I have been advised of my child’s rights and my rights under the McKinney-Vento Federal Homeless Assistance 

Act 

 

    

Signature  Date 

 
Any person making a false statement regarding residency will be in violation of section 42 U.S.C. §11431 of the Pennsylvania Basic Education 

(BEC). Violation of this could lead to disciplinary action, including dis-enrollment. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name of LEA Representative: __________________________________________  Date:_______________________ 

 

Title:_______________________________________________   

 

Email Address:_______________________________________   

 

Phone Number:_______________________________________ 

 

Comments/Changes:        

 

 

Transportation Request 
School District Information 
Homeless Liaison 
Name:____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone Number:_________________________________     Email 
Address:____________________________________ 
 
District of Origin 
(DOO):_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
District of Residence 
(DOR):__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Transportation Information      
Pick-up 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Drop off 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Arrival Time:_____________________________________     Departure 
Time:__________________________________ 
 
Transportation Department Only: 

Vehicle Number  
Chargeback AM                                                       PM 
Start Date  
End Date  
Pick-up Time  
Drop-off Time  

 

 


