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February 25, 2022 
 

Dear Page County Families, Staff and Community, 
 

The Virginia Department of Health (VDH) and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) recently provided updated 
guidelines for individuals deemed to have close contact with an individual who has tested positive for COVID-
19.  These guidelines can be found here.  PCPS will provide additional information as we adapt, but following 
are the most important changes affecting the PCPS community: 
 
1. School districts are no longer required to intensively contact trace for positive COVID-19 cases.   

2. The VDH guidelines support students and staff members that self-identify as close contacts.  Anyone that 
self-identifies as a close contact should quarantine for five (5) days, and return on days 6-10 with strict 
mask wearing in place regardless of mask choice. 

3. Contact Tracing will continue in any individual school that is deemed to be in high transmission for 
outbreaks (4 or more outbreaks within a building).  An outbreak is classified as three (3) connected 
cases within 14 days for which transmission at school is the only reasonable explanation.  Close contacts 
identified in schools in high transmission for outbreaks will be required to quarantine based on VDH and 
CDC guidelines for exposure. 

4. Unvaccinated students, unvaccinated staff members or staff members vaccinated more than six months 
ago and not boosted who are continuously exposed to a positive individual (continuous household 
contact), MUST self-identify and quarantine based on VDH and CDC guidelines for continuous exposure 
(Currently VDH guidelines include quarantining for the positive individual’s FULL CONTAGIOUS period {10 
days}, plus quarantining an additional 5 days after last contact with the contagious individual-15 total 
days.  Individuals may return on day 16, but MUST be masked on days 16-20 regardless of mask choice). 

5. Due to Health Insurance and Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) regulations, school systems are 
prohibited from announcing information that would help identify specific individuals that are tested 
positive for COVID-19.  Individuals that are interested in information for respective school wide active 
cases should refer to the PCPS COVID-19 dashboard, located here.   School personnel will not be 
permitted to share information about individual cases regarding COVID-19. 

6. Students/staff who test positive or have COVID-19 symptoms will need to isolate for at least five (5) days. 
If symptoms have improved and no fever is present, the staff member or student may return on day six 
(6) only if an appropriate mask will be worn consistently and correctly on days 6-10.  The updated VDH 
guidance states that parents are expected to notify schools if a student tests positive for the virus that 
causes COVID. 

 

PCPS is thankful for the support from our faculty, staff, families, and community as we continue to navigate 
through this pandemic while striving to provide the best possible services to our students and staff.  PCPS 
will continue to provide additional information as it becomes available. 
 

Wishing you all the best, 
 
Dr. Fox 

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/182/2021/03/Interim-Guidance-to-K-12-School-Reopening.pdf
https://www.pagecounty.k12.va.us/page/pcps-covid-19-info

