
BOND PROPOSAL
ELECTION DATE: MAY 3, 2022

EXPECTED NET 
TAX RATE DECREASE 

FROM CURRENT RATE

Overall tax rate is expected to decrease1
The Board of Education is asking the community to consider a school bond proposal on the May 3, 2022 election ballot. This bond proposal would provide 
$45,230,000 of funding with an expected net TAX RATE DECREASE of 0.20 mills from the current levy. This bond proposal focuses on the District’s 
highest priority projects, and concentrates on three key areas: Health & Safety, Improving Learning Environments, and Building & Site Improvements.

5 Things You Should Know About the Bond Proposal

If approved, this bond proposal is expected to have a net 
tax rate decrease of 0.20 mills from the current levy of  
7.2 mills. 

This is an estimated net savings $20.00 per $100,000 of taxable value  
for property owners in the first year. 

The rate is expected to lower to 7.0 mills then remain at 7.0 mills through 
2030, when an additional rate decrease is expected. 

For more information on how the expected net tax rate decrease would 
provide $45,230,000 of funds for capital improvements, visit the district 
website to learn more.

Career Technical Education (CTE)
space & program expansion2 Proposed projects include constructing new Career 

Technical Education (CTE) classrooms at the Middle  
School and the High School to support the growing program. 

Providing students with hands-on learning experiences continues to be 
a priority to help prepare students for the demands of the workforce.

New Early Childhood & Daycare Center3 Another proposed project includes constructing a new Early Childhood & Daycare Center  
classroom wing at Walnut Hills Elementary School. 

Our area has been identified by the Michigan League of Public Policy as a “daycare desert” meaning there  
are not enough resources to meet the demand of care for young children. 



Public information forums are being 
conducted throughout the district. 
Please visit the district website for 
more details. 

Frequently asked questions and 
answers, and building specific project 
listings are available on our website. 

Contact Linda Van Houten, 
Superintendent, at 616-754-3686 
or by email at vanhoutl@gpsmi.us

How do I learn more about the bond?

twitter.com/GPSJackets

www.facebook.com/GPSJackets

www.gpsjackets.org

ELECTION DAY
MAY 3, 2022

How will this impact students?4 Indoor air quality would be improved through mechanical 
system upgrades to HVAC systems, including replacement 
of aging systems. Air conditioning would be added to 

Elementary School learning spaces, where currently lacking.

Upgrading educational technology for students and staff would increase 
access to innovative learning opportunities with updated equipment and 
infrastructure.

Project-based learning initiatives at the elementary schools would be 
supported through dedicated spaces as newly created STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Math) classrooms, allowing for a new “special” 
class to be added for all students.

Career Technical Education initiative would expand access, and add 
equipment to further hands-on learning and skills-based training for 
post-education work environments.

Research shows that high-quality early childhood education programs 
have a profound impact on the future outcomes of students.

Why a bond proposal now?5 In 2017, voters approved a bond proposal for improve-
ments to safety and security, upgrades to educational 
technology and select learning spaces, and to address  
the most immediate of identified facility issues.

This bond proposal would continue to address aging building systems, and 
would address the growing educational needs of our community, including 
adding Early Childhood care, supporting Career Technical  
Education, and STEM learning environments at the elementary schools.

The District is currently in the financial position to ask the community for a 
bond proposal with an expected net tax rate decrease from the current rate.

Polls Are Open: Tuesday, May 3, 2022, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Polling Locations: Registered voters may cast a ballot 
at the polling location established by their city/township

Absentee Voting: All registered voters may vote via absentee voter ballot. 
Ballots available as early as March 19, 2022

Additional Voting Information: Visit michigan.gov/vote to view your sample 
ballot, verify your voter registration, or contact your Local Election Official

Where can I find more information about voting?


