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Computers and computer networks, including the Internet, offer vast, diverse, and unique resources to both 

students and teachers.   The goal of the School District of Cambridge in providing these services to students 

is to promote learning by facilitating resource sharing, innovation and communication and to education 

“students” about online behavior, including interacting on social networking sites, chat room, as well as, 

issues surrounding cyber bullying awareness and response.   

 

Through use of computers and networks, the Board of Education believes learners will: 

 

 broaden their problem-solving, decision-making abilities 

 gain employability skills needed for the twenty-first century 

 enter into partnerships to enhance their learning options and interact effectively with others 

 develop their higher-level thinking skills 

 apply and demonstrate effective communication skills in realistic situations 

 access global resources and broaden their research capabilities, thus strengthening their 

communication skills 

 be able to supplement their classroom materials. 

 

With access to computers and people all over the world also comes the availability of material that may not 

be considered to be of educational value in the context of the school setting.  However, on a global network 

it is impossible to control all materials, and a diligent user may discover controversial information.  To 

minimize this risk there is an Internet filtering service in place for every computer in the district that, at a 

minimum, protects against access to visual depictions that are obscene or harmful to minors, or child 

pornography.  The We/or The Board firmly believes that the valuable information and interaction available 

on a network far outweigh the possibility that users may produce or be exposed to material that is not 

consistent with the educational goals of the District. 

 

The smooth operation of a network relies upon the proper conduct of the end users who must adhere to strict 

guidelines.  In general, this requires efficient, ethical, and legal utilization of the network resources for 

educational purposes only.  The user is ultimately responsible for his/her actions in accessing network 

services and for adhering to District use policies, procedures and guidelines.  If a School District of 

Cambridge student user violates these provisions, his/her account may be terminated, future access could be 

limited or denied, and potential suspension, expulsion, or legal action could occur. 

 

I.  Privileges 

All hardware and software is the property of the School District of Cambridge. The use of the network is 

a privilege, not a right, and inappropriate use will result in cancellation of those privileges. If the 

following guidelines are not followed the technology coordinator may temporarily close an account. The 

administration will then be notified and the user’s account may be denied, revoked, or suspended. 



 

II. Acceptable Use 

The use of an account must be in support of education and research and consistent with the educational 

objectives of the School District of Cambridge. Use of other organizations’ network or computing 

resources must comply with the rules appropriate for that network.  Transmission of any material in 

violation of any United States or state regulation is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to, 

copyrighted material, threatening or obscene material, or material protected by trade secret.  Use of 

computers for personal gain is prohibited.  Use of product advertisement or political lobbying is also 

prohibited.  Any violation of these guidelines could result in criminal prosecution, potential suspension 

or expulsion.    

 

 

III.   Network Etiquette 

Users are expected to abide by the generally accepted rules of network etiquette, including, but not 

limited to, the following: 

 

A. Users are responsible have the responsibility for the ethical and educational use of their own accounts 

and files. 

 

B. The user, exercising his/her privilege to use technology as an educational resource, shall also accept 

the responsibility for all material under his/her account and files. 

 

C. Use of appropriate language is expected. No swearing or use of vulgarities or any other abusive 

language will be tolerated. 

 

D. Students will not reveal their personal address, phone number, or any other personal information 

online, or arrange face-to-face meetings with other users they meet on the Internet. Student User 

safety could be jeopardized, not knowing who will be receiving personal information. 

 

E. Users will not share their password for the in-school network, e-mail, or access other user accounts.  

Sharing of the password could lead to another user tampering with the original users’ files. 

 

F. Use of the network to harm or harass others is prohibited (e.g., sending unwanted e-mail, chain e-

mail messages, sending distasteful messages across the networks). Threats or harassment may result 

in referral to law enforcement. 

 

G. Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities will not be tolerated and must be reported to 

authorities for (and) possible prosecution under the law.  

 

H. Because of the potential for viruses and limitations on the hard drives, files, programs, games, 

graphics or any other information from the Internet are not to be downloaded onto the system’s 

server and/or workstation hard drives. The only exception to this is with a teacher’s permission for 

classroom work. 

 

I. The networks shall not be used in such a way that would disrupt use by others, (e.g., downloading 

excessively large files to disc or printer). Networks are shared resources and access time may be 

limited. 

 

J. Copyrighted materials may not be copied or circulated. At the start of each computer/keyboarding 

class, some of the basic laws pertaining to copyrighted materials and plagiarizing will be reviewed 

with the students. 

 

K. Users are not permitted to access any part of the operating system/hard drive on any networked 

computer or server. 



 

 

IV. Ownership and Control 

The School District of Cambridge retains ownership and control of its hardware and software at all times. 

To maintain system integrity, monitor network etiquette and ensure that users are using the system 

responsibly, school administrators and/or the technology administrator may review user files and 

communications. Users should not expect that files and other information communicated or stored 

on district servers are private. 

 

V. Security 

Users must notify the technology administrator of security problems (e.g., known access to in-school 

network file server or other users’ files). Users should not demonstrate the knowledge of security 

problems to other users. The use of another individual’s account or attempting to log in as system 

administrator will result in suspension of computer privileges and possible legal action. The district will 

have monitoring software in place. All communications, e-mail, file transfers and web pages visited are 

not private and will be monitored. Messages relating to or in support of illegal activities must be reported 

to authorities for possible prosecution under the law.  

 

A student is required to immediately self-report to the instructional media center (IMC) personnel or the 

teacher who was supervising the student, that an inappropriate file was accidentally accessed. Failure to 

report that an inappropriate file was accidentally accessed will cause the user to have his/her computer 

account revoked or suspended 

 

VI. Vandalism 

Vandalism will result in cancellation of privileges and possible legal action. Vandalism is defined as any 

malicious attempt to harm or destroy hardware, software, and wiring, as well as the data of another user. 

This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creation of computer viruses. Users are financially 

liable for all intentional vandalism. 
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