
 
COVID-19 Communications and Support 

(Updated: March 19, 2020) 
 

Dear Families and Community Members: 
 
Thank you for your continued support, patience, and flexibility as Greenville Public 
Schools continues to work collaboratively with the Michigan Department of Education, 
Montcalm Area Intermediate School District and other agencies in our community to 
make decisions that are in the best interest of students, staff and community. We 
understand the worries and challenges all families are facing while we grapple with the 
unexpected loss of face-to-face learning time with our students. Please be assured your 
children’s teachers, principals and the entire GPS staff are working hard to continue to 
support them in any way we can.  
 
Here are some pieces of information based upon what we know today and responses to 
common questions being received: 
 

1. Will GPS be extending the closure of school past April 5th? 
At this time, we do not know if the closure will be extended or not. We are 
waiting on guidance from the Michigan Department of Education. 
 

2. Will students have to make up these canceled days and the school district 
extend the school year? 

At the present time, we have not received information from the state 
regarding whether or not there will be any flexibility to the requirements 
pertaining to days and hours of instruction. This will be an issue all public 
schools will be watching closely. 
 

3. Are the school buildings open for students to come and get supplies from 
their lockers during this closure? 

All school buildings, including the Central Services Facilities, are closed to 
the public. If you have questions, you are encouraged to use the school 
email portal on our website (www.gpsjackets.org) or call 616-754-3686 to 
leave a message. We are checking these messages daily.  
 

http://www.gpsjackets.org/


4. What do I do if I need to get a hold of my child’s teacher or building 
administrator? 

The best way to contact our staff is through email. If you do not know their  
email addresses, you can reach out to us on the email portal on our 
website (www.gpsjackets.org) or call 616-754-3686 and leave a message 
and we will make sure your message gets to the school staff. 
 

5. Are you canceling events, and if so, which ones?  
All school-related activities, practices, community activities and community 
use/rentals have been canceled until further notice. This also includes 
events and activities at the performing arts center and school athletics. 
Please note school athletic decisions are being made by the Michigan 
High School Athletic Association.  
 

6. What about prom and commencement, are they being canceled?  
We have not made any decisions on canceling these events and other  
events past April 5th at this time. We are currently reviewing our options  
and will inform parents as soon as we know if the closure of school will be 
extended past April 5th. We are committed to assuring our seniors will 
receive their diploma, awards and scholarships in some type of  
celebratory way.  
 

7. What if I want to help or volunteer, does GPS need anything or can I do 
anything to help? 

Thank you for offering. At the present time, GPS is all set with matters as 
it relates to food distribution and learning opportunities. If you want to help 
donate, we are accepting gift cards to the local grocery stores for our most 
at-risk families. You can contact us through the email portal on our 
website (www.gpsjackets.org) and we will set up a time for you to get 
them to us. We are so thankful and grateful for our community and we will 
not hesitate to ask if there is anything we need our community to do. The 
best thing you can do is to stay healthy and follow the CDC guidelines for 
mitigating this disease.  
 

8. Does the school district have enough supplies, like hand sanitizer and 
soap? What cleaning measures are being taken while the schools are 
closed? 

Currently, the district has soap and hand sanitizer available when students 
and staff do return to school. Our custodial staff will be deep cleaning and 
disinfecting all buildings and we will be ready for the return for the 
students and staff. 

 
9. How do I get support for meals and food for my kids? 

GPS is distributing free breakfast and lunch every weekday at Cedar 

http://www.gpsjackets.org/
http://www.gpsjackets.org/


Crest Elementary and Lincoln Heights Elementary between 11:30am - 
12:30pm. If you are unable to pick up meals, you can contact our central 
office at 616-754-3686 to leave a message and we will try to make 
arrangements to get the meals to you.  
 

10.What about enrollment for Kindergarten and Developmental Kindergarten 
for next year?  

All of the paperwork and forms needed for enrollment in developmental 
kindergarten and kindergarten are located online (www.gpsjackets.org). 
Please complete the online pre-enrollment form. As for returning the forms 
and presenting the additional required documents, please wait until 
schools are open or until the district announces other arrangements. 
 

11.  How will the closure impact scheduled spring standardized assessments  
 such as M-STEP, PSAT, SAT, etc.? 

The status of upcoming April/May assessments is unknown at this time. 
The MDE (Michigan Department of Education) is working with their test 
 vendors to investigate ways they could flex/provide different options for 
 required testing this spring.  
 

12.  What is the plan for May 2020 AP Assessments? 
The College Board is monitoring the situation and provided an update on 
their webpage regarding SAT testing dates. There is currently no 
information available from the College Board regarding changes to 
upcoming AP assessments. Additionally, to help students keep their 
college readiness skills sharp, College Board and Khan Academy will 
continue to provide free resources online, including full-length practice 
tests and personalized learning tools.  
 

13.   My high school student has an online course through Edgenuity, Legacy  
  Learning Center, Satterlee or Michigan Virtual University.  What are the  
  expectations to continue with this class? 

We are encouraging students to keep working during this time so they 
don’t get behind. Instructors will be providing virtual assistance and 
tutoring to all students as needed. 

 
14.   Are students expected to participate in all provided at-home, on-line, or  

other learning opportunities? 
Principals and teachers from each school have been communicating 
about optional learning opportunities for students while school is closed. 
As always, encouraging reading, reviewing past lessons and homework, 
and diversifying the activities of each day will help keep our students 
ready to go upon their return to school.  
 

http://www.gpsjackets.org/


15.   Upon return, how will our students be supported emotionally? 
The district will be working to make sure our students are supported 
academically, and just as importantly, emotionally in order to help them 
process through this situation. Our staff will be prepared to address any 
and all concerns that students have and counselors and social workers 
will be available to meet with students individually as needed.  

 
16.   What does GPS do if they are informed of a presumptive positive  

  COVID-19 case? 
If GPS is informed of a presumptive positive COVID-19 case, we will 
contact the Mid-Michigan District Health Department regarding the next 
steps and procedures the district must take and follow.  If the presumptive 
positive COVID-19 case is a GPS student/parent/employee, the Health 
Department would give direction on appropriate next steps. If it is outside 
of GPS, the Health Department handles that with the organization or 
individual.  

 
These are extraordinary times which require significant understanding and cooperation. 
We thank you for your trust and support of GPS as we continue to work through the fine 
details and appropriate next steps. This document will be  posted to our district website 
(www.gpsjackets.org) and updated as we continue to get information from our Governor 
and the MDE. You are all in our hearts during this difficult time and we wish everyone 
good health.  

 
Sincerely,  
 
Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 
 

http://www.gpsjackets.org/

