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March 21, 2020 

Hello Parents and Community Members: 

We have been provided with some updated information from the State and Federal Government on some of the 
questions we have on our COVID-19 support page and so I wanted to send this update to you for your 
information.  

1. How will the closure impact scheduled spring standardized assessments such as M-STEP, PSAT, SAT, 
etc.? 
In a memo to local superintendents, the U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos announced that 
students impacted by school closures due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic can bypass 
standardized testing for the 2019-2020 school year. Upon a proper request, the Department will grant a 
waiver to any state that is unable to assess its students due to the ongoing national emergency, 
providing relief from federally mandated testing requirements for this school year. 

The MDE (Michigan Department of Education) is working on a waiver, as well as with their test vendors, 
to investigate ways they could flex/provide different options for required testing this spring.  

2. How will a waiver from state testing impact the Third Grade Reading Law? Will my child be retained if 
they don’t take the state assessment?  
Dr. Rice, State Superintendent, was asked if the state should take steps to temporarily waive the reading 
law, which mandates retaining third-graders who don't pass the statement assessment. “Yes, but only if 
state assessments are not given this school year,” Rice answered. He also told the Detroit News Tuesday 
(3/17/2020), "the state tests are the foundation of the retention portion of the Read By Grade 3 law. If 
it’s not appropriate to give the state tests this year, and it isn’t, it is certainly not appropriate to 
implement anything whose foundation is the state tests this year."   

We will inform you when we receive final word on this information. 

3. I saw some information that the instructional time students are putting in during this closure will not 
count towards grades and credits.  Will the work students are doing count towards anything? 
Yesterday (3/20), Governor Whitmer clarified a memo that went out on Friday, March 19, from the 
Michigan Department of Education saying: “The memo does not mean that school work done during the 
mandatory school closure won’t 'count' toward grades, credits, or graduation. Each district should 
determine what services and supports they are able to provide during this unprecedented crisis.” GPS is 
offering educational opportunities we feel will enable students to maintain their current skill levels and 
allow them to stay up with academic learning as much as possible. 
 
The opportunities provided by GPS teachers are simply meant to keep their learning alive. Ultimately, it 
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is a decision of the parents and their students how much they want to put into the opportunities that 
are provided.  Students will not be penalized during this time. We do encourage participation to 
whatever extent possible.   

We will continue to keep you updated as we receive additional information.  Thank you again for your ongoing 
help and support.  

Sincerely,  

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 

 


