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April 17, 2020 
 

Hello GPS Parents & Guardians,  
 

We have made it through the first week of our Continuity of Learning Plan and I could not be more proud of our 
students, parents/caregivers and our staff.  You have been patient, kind and provided grace as we work through 
some glitches that needed to be fixed and clarified. We know the plan is not perfect and there are still a few 
things to work out, but I can assure you we are committed to doing everything we can to provide clear 
communication and meaningful learning.  A variety of learning opportunities are available for students to ensure 
we are accommodating learning styles for all students and families. If you have questions or concerns, please 
reach out to your child's teacher or principal for help and support.  
 

Here is a reminder of some things to consider as we begin this new journey of learning in a different way: 
 

 Please let go of any guilt you may feel that you are not able to juggle every single task perfectly at such 
an extraordinary time.  

 Please do not worry if you are not the perfect homeschooling parent. 

 Please do not worry if you are torn between working at home and helping your kids.  

 Please do not let your kids spend six hours a day doing schoolwork (online or paper & pencil), give them 
a break and communicate to the teacher that it was too much.  

 Please do not let these days be joyless for your kids - encourage them to get outside and play! In fact, 
join your child(ren) as they play outdoors if you can! 

 

Because the GPS Continuity of Learning Plan has been approved, all days from April 13 on will count as 
instructional days for our students.  As a result of this, the official last day of school will be Tuesday, June 2, 
2020. 
 

We are continuing to work on a plan for students to obtain personal items from school.  Since Governor 
Whitmer’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive Order was extended until April 30, we will wait until after this date 
to enact a plan to do this.  We will work with buildings on specific plans to ensure all students have time to 
obtain things needed before summer break. 
 

Information about additional support for food and meals is contained in this letter -  Free and Reduced 
Application Letter.pdf.   By filling this out, it may help qualify you for more federal support and assistance from 
the new governmental programs. 
 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support.  We are grateful for your patience and understanding as we 
continue to work through this challenging time together.  We wish you and your family all the best.  
 

Sincerely,  
 
Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 
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