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May 10, 2020 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  
  
I wanted to provide a quick update to you from Greenville Public Schools as we look to the future and process all 
that is in front of us.  It is a privilege to partner with you in the education of your children. The word “partner” 
has certainly taken on a new meaning over the course of these past couple of months.  I do not believe any of us 
could have been prepared for what we have encountered with the COVID-19 pandemic.  Nevertheless, all 
indications from our perspective is that you are “knocking it out of the park” on behalf of your children in their 
distance learning.  The engagement and participation we are witnessing through the remote learning plans and 
zoom meetings is very exciting and impressive.  I trust you are feeling supported by Greenville Public Schools in 
these challenging times.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to your children’s teachers, building principals or 
myself if there are needs we can address in the weeks and months ahead. 
  
In the last two weeks, we have been closely watching the unintended consequences that will be impacting 
schools this year and next due to COVID-19.  Understanding the State School Aid Fund obtains the majority of its 
funding from sales tax and income tax, it has become obvious the deficit this fund is experiencing will be a 
difficult scenario.  They are predicting the State School Aid Fund will be short billions of dollars for next year.  
Because of this, I think it is important for you to know we are anticipating a significant reduction in school 
funding for the 2020-2021 school year.  These are very difficult times for schools, but we are ready to embrace 
this challenge ensuring we do everything in our power to maintain a high-quality educational program for every 
one of our students.  We have already put measures in place to reduce our district expenditures for this year 
and will be working with our Board of Education, administration and staff to process additional cost-saving 
decisions. 
  
I am grateful for the exceptional work our GPS families and staff are doing.  Simple acts of kindness have 
become a regular occurrence and it is very heartwarming.  Whenever there is a crisis in our community, the GPS 
family collectively takes on the challenge to ensure everyone’s needs are being met.  I would like to send a 
heartfelt thank you for supporting GPS and each other in these unprecedented times.  Our future is going to be 
better than ever as I believe we can find the silver lining in this difficult situation.  We are stronger together and 
our Jacket Pride should never be underestimated. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 

 


