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June 4, 2020 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  
 
As we wrap up the 2019-2020 school year, I have to say things have been anything but normal.  The logistics of 
managing the pandemic for yourselves, and for us as a school district, have been challenging and pretty 
complex.  It has brought feelings of frustration, disappointment and sometimes anger.  I reached out to our staff 
on Tuesday (our official last day of the school year) and encouraged them to look at this difficult situation to see 
if there was anything it had taught them.  I asked them if these difficult times had allowed them to look at the 
"gift of time" in a different way and challenged them to re-evaluate how we choose to use our time when, all of 
a sudden, more is given to us.  I hope you have been able to find some good amongst the challenges and 
continue to make the best of every day we are given. In addition, the recent developments of racism and 
intolerance has led to a lot of thoughts and emotions. It is difficult to know the right words to say during this 
very complicated time in our communities.  I am deeply saddened to see the suffering and grief of so 
many.  People are scared and people are hurting and I believe some of you are also feeling this way. I just 
wanted you to know we are here to support you anyway we can. Any injustice directed at one portion of our 
community impacts everyone in the community - there is no place for racism or hate. 

As we shift to planning for students to return in the fall, we are asking for your help.  Tomorrow, a survey will 
be sent to all parents asking for input on some of the possible situations we may be faced with.  We value 
your voice and want to make sure we can meet all of our families where they are at.  We are committed to 
individualizing and working with all families to ensure a safe and productive start to the 2020-2021 school 
year. Please take a few minutes to fill out the survey when it arrives tomorrow.   

Greenville Public Schools has put together a task force to make plans for how to handle school in the fall. 
Whatever is put in place will be designed to keep students and staff safe. Measures could include: requiring 
desks to be distanced, hand-sanitizer stations and staggered schedules. We do anticipate preparing for three (3) 
different ways schooling could be handled.  First, normal in-person with new precautions. Second, distance 
learning. And third, a hybrid, featuring a combination of the two. It’s going to be tailored to fit our students and 
families, as not every family has the same circumstances.  Without additional guidance from the state, it’s hard 
to speak to specifics and we need to remain flexible, but we will be ready for all students in the fall.  

One change we have already put in place is the offering of online schooling K-12.  We will now be able to Inspire 
Excellence with an online or blended learning option for a personalized education for all grade levels.  We want 
to meet everyone where they are at. We want students to be a Yellow Jacket, and stay a Yellow Jacket!  Our 
current 9th-12th grade online program provides whole-child support, has a success rate of 94% and students are 
still able to participate in sports, clubs and other school activities.  Because we still do not know exactly what 
"school" will look like in the fall, we want you to keep your options open as we continue to work on all the 
details.  
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As of Monday, June 8, our district will re-open the buildings for staff and students to complete their work for the 
end of the school year.  If you have questions or need anything, please do not hesitate to reach out so that we 
can help in any way needed. 

I wish you all a great summer and can't wait to see everyone back in the fall.  

Sincerely, 

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 

 


