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April 27, 2020 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  

As we enter our seventh week since the closure of our buildings, it becomes increasingly more difficult to grasp 
the idea that we will not have students return for the rest of the school year.   We are in the business of 
supporting students, it is our passion, and believe me, we miss your kids immensely.  

Teachers and support staff are working hard to reach out to every student, even if it is just to say hello.  Staying 
connected has been a main goal for us - we want to make sure the students know we are here for them.  Many 
of you are doing great things with the provided educational opportunities and we are grateful.  Please 
remember to continue to give yourself and your student grace during these difficult times.     

We are proud of all of our students, no matter where they are at with the learning plans.  It is important we 
continue being lifelong learners, even when the classroom looks different than usual.  We are here to help in 
any way we can. 

On Friday (April 24, 2020), Governor Whitmer issued an extension of the “Stay Home, Stay Safe” executive 
order, which is now set to expire May 15, 2020.  This will again push back our schools’ timeline to provide access 
to buildings and any type of end-of-year activities.  Each building is continuing to put plans in place for students 
to be able to pick up personal items from their lockers and eventually return school supplies (such as library 
books) in the near future.  Please reach out to your building principal if you have any questions. 

After a lot of careful thought and discussion, the district has decided to cancel the 2020 GPS Block Party, 
originally scheduled for Wednesday, August 5, 2020.  Given the current situation of uncertainty with COVID-19 
and Governor Whitmer’s executive orders and due to health risks amongst large crowds, we believe it is in the 
best interest of our community to cancel the event.  We are truly saddened about this decision, but feel it is the 
appropriate choice given the uncertainties.  We are working with The Chosen Ones, a community organization 
that has provided backpacks and school supplies in the past, on a plan to once again provide these items for any 
GPS student in need this fall.  Stay tuned for more information on this later in the summer.  

As we enter into the last full month of school, I wanted to pass on some of the amazing things happening across 
the district.  Take a look at, as John Krasinski would say, “Some Good News”. 
 
Safety Security Grant 
We have applied another Safety and Security grant from the Michigan State Police to bring some new PA 
systems to our buildings, possible new outside doors and a barrier system to the high school.  We are grateful 
for these opportunities and we will continue to look for ways to keep our students and staff safe.  Stay tuned, 
we will let you know if we are awarded the grant. 
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Construction Update 
We are hopeful Governor Whitmer will continue to relax some of the restrictions in place to allow construction 
work to resume.  As a result, we are tentatively planning to begin the GHS and GMS cafeteria construction on 
Monday, May 4.  However, this work will look different than we planned.  We will need to honor the best 
practice safety precautions, which means the projects will take longer to complete.  Due to not having students 
in the building, we have revised our plan to start on the areas we can have the biggest impact on.   

The first delivery of our new furniture has arrived and we cannot wait to get it into the classrooms!  Many more 
equipment items are scheduled to come in later this summer.  I am proud to say we will be able to give our old 
furniture to four (4) different school districts in our area and we are excited that they are able to use it for their 
schools. 
 
Elmer Russell School Bell Award Nominations 
We are accepting nominations for the 2020 Elmer Russell School Bell Award.  If you are interested in nominating 
a GPS employee, community member and/or an organization who has made significant contributions to 
enhance GPS, please submit your electronic nominations by Friday, May 8, 2020.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Kara Tiesworth at tiesworthk@gpsmi.us.  Anyone may submit a nomination, so please feel free to 
share this information with others.  

School Bell Nomination Form Link - https://forms.gle/Z81pSQSx6X9c28j58  
Please review the list of previous recipients on the form, as they are not eligible to receive the award again. 
 
Team GPS 
Our Food & Nutrition Department staff continues to provide healthy meals (breakfast & lunch) for our students 
weekly and will do so until the end of the school year.  In addition to the Food & Nutrition Department preparing 
the meals, we also have several staff volunteers helping to assemble and distribute these meals twice a week.  
Volunteers from our Transportation Department are also assisting efforts to help families in need by delivering 
meals and other essential supplies during this school closure.  This is a huge undertaking and the people 
involved with this process continue to make it look simple each week.   

Our Technology Department continues to work hard to provide equipment and support to students and staff 
during this time of distance learning.  This team is doing an incredible job keeping up with the demands, 
exceeding any and all expectations. 
 
Our Special Education Team has developed hundreds of individual plans for all special education students.  They 
are also working with families and students to assure the district is providing individual support for each one of 
them. 
 
Our Support Staff Team is continuing to provide support to students and staff in many different ways.  Several 
are reaching out to students to ensure they have their basic needs met and providing moral support in any way 
possible.  Many are also helping with cleaning out lockers so our students will soon be able to pick up personal 
belongings as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
Our Facilities Department has been working hard to prepare GHS for the anticipated construction to begin on 
May 4 – cleaning, moving and storing furniture/equipment, unhooking electric lines, etc.  They have also 
assisted with the delivery of new furniture and equipment that will be ready to move into classrooms as soon as 
construction is completed. 

mailto:tiesworthk@gpsmi.us
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Honestly, the list of good things that continue to occur in our buildings is endless.  Throughout every corner of 
the school district, GPS employees are continuing to support our students at an unprecedented level. 
 
Take a look at the infographic below to see just a glimpse of some of the amazing things “Team GPS” has been 
able to accomplish since mid-March.  Again, I know there are so many other things happening for the 
betterment of our students, families and community thanks to the efforts of the GPS Team!  

 

Thank you for your continued support of Greenville Public Schools.  Have a great week.     

Sincerely, 

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 

 


