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April 6, 2020 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  
 
Since Governor Whitmer issued her first executive order concerning COVID-19, so many things have changed.  
As we try to navigate these many changes, we have been faced with many difficulties resulting in a new norm.  
Though we may not be together physically the rest of this school year, I believe relationships that lead to a 
quality education are not always about location.  It’s about community and finding ways to stay connected with 
each other.  
 
Moving forward, our goal is to assure our students and parents we can still be there for them regardless of 
location.  We understand the many challenges working through isolation due to COVID-19 has brought to each 
one of us. First and foremost, our goal is to assure all of our students have their basic needs met and that they 
feel supported socially and emotionally.  When we roll out our instructional plan, as required by Governor 
Whitmer’s order, we will not only have instructional best practices and supports for our students, but also 
resources that will help our students manage everyday emotional challenges. We will stay connected 
throughout these last few months of school in a way that makes all students feel cared for and valued.  
 
Some things to consider as we begin this new journey of learning in a different way: 

 Please let go of any guilt you may feel that you are not able to juggle every single task perfectly at such 
an extraordinary time.  

 Please don’t worry if you are not the perfect homeschooling parent. 
 Please don’t worry if you are torn between working at home and helping your kids.  
 Please don’t let your kids spend six hours a day doing schoolwork online/paper & pencil—cut them off 

and communicate with the teacher that it was too much.  
 Please don’t let these days be joyless for your kids - REQUIRE them to get outside and play! In fact, join 

your child(ren) as they play outdoors! 
 

Included in this email is a new Frequently Ask Questions document addressing several questions we have 
received. This document is a work in progress and we will continue to provide updates as we receive them on 
our website. 
 
GPS Parent FAQ Regarding COVID-19 School Closure    
 
We are all in this together.  We will get through this and come out stronger than ever before.  Jacket Pride is 
alive and well. We are here to help in any way needed.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 
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