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September 17, 2020 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  
 
I wanted to reach out and give you an update on some situations with COVID-19 that we have had in 
the district this last week.  As anticipated, we have had a couple of positive COVID-19 cases within our 
schools.  There have been two individuals with a positive case at the high school and one positive case 
at Lincoln Heights since we have started in-person learning.  One of the high school cases did not 
result in anyone (other than the specific individual) needing to be quarantined from the school district.  
Everyone who needed to be quarantined in the other two cases have been contacted and are currently 
quarantined.  None of the cases were contracted at school or are widespread and they do not 
constitute an outbreak.  A COVID-19 outbreak is defined as “two or more cases with a link by place and 
time indicating a shared exposure outside of a household”.   
 
I have also received many questions about whether other individuals should be quarantined as a result 
of these cases.  Please know you will be contacted directly by the local health department or the school 
if your child needs to be quarantined.  If you are not contacted directly through a phone call you should 
assume your child does not need to be quarantined.  We understand that this is a very scary time and 
this is a very sensitive situation, but we do have to trust the health department and know that they are 
trained in how to trace these cases and are making the right decisions on who should be quarantined.  
Some things you can do to help these situations are: ensure your students are washing their hands 
frequently, wearing their mask at school and on the bus and screening your child every day before they 
go to school.  Masks truly make a difference and we believe our protocols and procedures have 
enabled us to minimize the spread of this virus while continuing to provide a safe, quality, in-person 
education for our students.  
 
I have communicated the necessity of adapting to a flexible mindset. The Mid-Michigan District Health 
Department (MMDHD) protocols are regularly changing based on the health needs of our community 
and county.  We are adjusting to these protocols as they are being provided to us.  
 
Considerable discussion and debate is occurring throughout the state regarding transparency reporting. 
Families and staff want to know what kind of exposure they and our students are encountering in the 
schools. The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPPA) protects the privacy of those who may have been diagnosed with COVID-19 
or are in quarantine because of exposure.  We are committed to being transparent while being mindful 
of the rights of privacy afforded our students and staff. 
  
The following information is being provided in order to bring some clarity to how we are planning to 
address transparency reporting moving forward: 
 

1. When we are made aware of an individual who has tested positive for COVID-19, that individual 
is excluded from our schools and instructed to isolate for 10+ days.  If it is a student, the family 
is contacted by district personnel and medical officials from the MMDHD. 
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2. Contact tracing is immediately launched to determine who may have been exposed to this 

individual. Those individuals found to have been within 6 feet of this individual for an 
accumulative 15 minutes of time are quarantined for a minimum of 14 days.  Parents of students 
considered to be contacts and staff members considered to be contacts are notified as quickly 
as possible by district personnel with follow-up written communication coming from the health 
department. 

 
3. In an effort to keep you informed and provide transparency in our reporting, staff and parents 

whose children were in the classroom with a child or adult diagnosed with COVID-19, but 
deemed not to be a contact, will be informed by the building administrator. 

 
4. Staff and parents with students in the school building where a COVID-19 case was confirmed 

will receive communication from the school making them aware of this fact.   
 
We continue to work closely with the MMDHD in implementing the best health and safety practices in 
alignment with the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  By working together in following the established 
safety protocols, we can and will assist you in keeping everyone healthy while maintaining the 
opportunity to provide face-to-face instruction in our classrooms. 
 
Here is some additional information about masks: 
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Greenville Public Schools continues to take the safety of all students and staff seriously.  It is when we 
work together that we are able to make the best out of a difficult situation.  If you have questions or 
concerns, please reach out to your child’s building and talk with a teacher or principal to ensure you 
have accurate information.  We are grateful for your on-going support and appreciate the partnership 
we continue to have. 
 
Our commitment is to continue to “Inspiring Excellence - Every Student, Every Day” 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 


