
 

November 6, 2020 

Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  

As we have entered this new school year, Greenville Publics Schools has seen a very 
positive impact on students with the current district’s in-person and online Legacy 
Learning program.  We continue to believe that for the majority of our students 
in-person instruction is the best way to provide instructional opportunities. The 
Mid-Michigan District Health Department (MMDHD) continues to show data that 
indicates there are a very small number of outbreaks of COVID taking place in the 
schools - quarantining is helping and they believe most of the exposure has been the 
result of outside contacts.  

As many of you are aware, the state’s COVID data and its impact on our community is 
showing a significant increase in positive COVID cases.  As a result of this increase, our 
secondary schools (GMS, GHS and Satterlee) continue to see an increase in students 
and staff needing to be quarantined due to outside cases from the community. 
Unfortunately, this has resulted in the inability to fill teaching assignments and has 
created very difficult circumstances that impact our ability to provide the best education 
possible for our secondary students.  

It is with this information that we have made the very difficult decision that 
effective Monday, November 9th we will transition the high school and middle 
school in-person students to distance learning until after the Thanksgiving break. 
We do not take this decision lightly, but believe it is the safest decision for our 
students and staff.  This decision will be re-evaluated before November 30th and 
additional communication will be provided by the school at that time.  

We continue to believe our protocols are making it safe and essential to continue to 
provide in-person instruction for all elementary buildings.  We are seeing a very limited 
amount of quarantining from the elementary buildings and know we can provide a safe 
environment for all at this time. 

In addition, we are reviewing possible options for students in smaller, substantially 
separate special education programs to continue to attend in person.  We will 
communicate those potential exceptions to students and families in those programs as 
soon as possible.  

Again, please know this decision was not made lightly.  We understand how 
disappointing and disruptive this decision can be for our families. However, in 



consultation with the MMDHD and following the guidance provided by the Department 
of Education, this decision was determined to be necessary.  

In every decision we make, the health and safety of our students, staff and families will 
be our top priority.  We will continue to consult with local health professionals to analyze 
data before making a determination about resuming secondary in-person instruction. 
We will continue to keep you updated.  

Meal Pick Up Information for MS/HS Students During Closure 
Students and families will be provided the opportunity to pick up a complete breakfast 
and lunch for each day school is in session at no cost during the closure.  Below is 
some important information to know:  

● Pick-up days will be Mondays (for Monday & Tuesday meals) and 
Wednesdays (for Wednesday, Thursday & Friday meals) from 1:00-1:30pm. 

● Curbside meal pick-up will be located at the Greenville High School (111 N. 
Hillcrest Street).  Please enter using the north parking lot entrance and 
distribution will occur near the lobby entrance. 

● If school is in session for a scheduled half day (Nov. 18), pick-up times will be 
from 11:00am-11:30am.  Meals will not be provided for or distributed on days 
when the district is not in session.  

If you are interested in receiving meals for your middle or high student during the 
closure, please CLICK HERE to complete the meal pick-up form in order for us to have 
an estimated number of meals to prepare. 

Thank you for your continued partnership and flexibility as we work to keep our 
students, families and staff safe during these difficult and uncertain times.  

Sincerely,  

 
Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 

  

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdwO15k89s82-OS-_aRcCxzb6psjR9Za3OXGeDIyEzHUhxE7Q/viewform?gxids=7757

