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June 25, 2020 

Dear GPS Parents & Guardians, 

Greenville Public Schools values the input of all of our stakeholders, especially the voice of our students and parents.  
A few weeks ago, we asked you to complete a survey in order to provide important feedback for us as we move 
forward in planning for the opening of school in the fall amongst the COVID-19 situation. Attached you will see the 
data from the survey for your information.  In summary, over 1000 people participated in the survey and 90% of 
those who took the survey felt they were well-equipped with connectivity provided by Greenville Public 
Schools.  There were varying degrees of satisfaction with the distance learning that took place in the spring.  (We do 
recognize the need to focus on improvement in this area)  There was a strong consensus that in-person education is 
preferred to every extent possible while adhering to state-required safety precautions and childcare did not seem to 
be a significant concern.  These results have also been shared with our district task force as they help provide 
recommendations for protocols, schedules and instructional practices when students return to school.  

As you know, we are waiting on Governor Whitmer’s “Return to School Task Force” to provide their guidance before 
we are able to finalize any specific plans.  We are hearing we can expect this information by June 30. It will be 
important for us to understand the state-required restrictions and recommendations as these will drive programming 
for all schools in the state.  

Moving forward, we realize transportation will be a difficult barrier to implement with social distancing and we are 
going to need your help.  Due to the social distancing requirements, we will only be allowed to have a few students on 
a bus at a time.  We anticipate making multiple runs a day to accommodate this, but we are also wondering if there 
are families who might currently use busing that may be able to provide their own transportation or potentially even 
partner with a neighbor if needed.  We want to be able to support families in any way possible, but we are limited in 
how many buses we have and how many students we will be allowed to transport at a time.  In the next few weeks, 
we will be contacting parents of bus students to confirm your need for school transportation.  This will help assist us 
in our transportation planning for the fall start up of school. 

In closing, I would like to thank you for your continued patience and support during these difficult times.  We have an 
amazing community of stakeholders who continue to step up and support our students in so many ways and we are 
grateful for that. We are committed to providing the absolute best educational programs possible and are investing in 
training and on-going learning to improve our systems and supports every day.  Every single child matters to us and 
we are ready and willing to meet each one where they are at with the quality education they deserve.  

I anticipate more detailed information will be provided after the July 4th holiday and look forward to continuing to 
serve you in any way needed as we move forward with “Inspiring excellence in every child every day” in our schools. 

Sincerely, 

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 


