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June 19, 2020 

Dear GPS Parents & Guardians, 

During this most unusual time of response and recovery from COVID-19, we want to first thank you for your 
support of public education.  Children are our most precious resource and you have helped us care for families 
through collaborative and collective services such as food availability, WiFi connectivity, health care, sustained 
employment and much, much more.  This past spring of distance learning was taxing on everyone.  It is always 
our goal to provide in-person education to every extent possible across our local districts and our county. 

Secondly, we need to ask for your continued help.  The extent to which our students can be physically present in 
school directly depends on the health and well-being of our community’s citizens.  The healthier our Montcalm 
County data is, the more normal school can be for our children.  Your efforts are making a significant and 
positive difference; Michigan is leading the way in flattening the curve, but we can’t let up.  Every time you 
choose to maintain social distance, wear a mask in public places, wash hands and take necessary precautions, 
you are making a positive impact for students who need to return to their classrooms.   

Thirdly, we are hearing positive movement toward schools opening in person for the fall.  Governor 
Whitmer's task force is using the MI Safe Start Plan as guidance on opening schools dependent on what phase 
our region is in.  We are excited and confident we will be able to provide a quality educational experience for all 
of our students while still adhering to the state guidelines.  We expect specific guidance from the state by June 
30th. After this, our local reinstatement task force will put the details for our own GPS plan and make sure this is 
communicated to all parents.  Keep in mind no matter what our plan is, we are ready and willing to meet each of 
you where you are at.  If in-person opportunities concern you, please let us know as we have many options to 
help meet your students' individual needs.  

Thank you for your continued efforts to resume services in safe ways.  Let's keep flattening the curve 
by choosing to maintain social distance, wear a mask in public places, wash hands and take necessary 
precautions.  Please help us get back to the business of educating students with relationships that cannot be 
replaced by internet connections.  Together we can make a positive difference! 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 
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