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July 29, 2020 
 
Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,  
 

To begin, I want to thank everyone who has taken time to share their thoughts and concerns about 
opening school for the 2020-2021 school year. It is with great anticipation and excitement that I 
welcome you and your students back to school this fall. We have missed our students and are anxious 
to see them and engage in learning. This past spring was a very difficult time for all of us and as we 
continue to navigate the difficulties the COVID-19 virus has brought us, I am grateful for a community of 
families that pull together to meet the needs of all through partnerships, collaboration and genuine 
caring.  
 

I would also like to apologize for the communication that was sent out to students before we were able 
to communicate to parents directly. There are many groups involved in the planning process and 
timelines have been difficult to manage. My hope is this communication will provide some much-
anticipated information and help in parents planning for the education of their children in the fall.  
 

Going forward, this new school year, beginning Wednesday, August 19, will look different. We 
appreciate your patience and understanding as we communicate the details to reopen our schools -- 
safely. We have been meeting with many stakeholder groups over the summer to sort out the protocols 
and procedures we need to have in place in order to keep all students and staff safe during in-person 
instruction. GPS takes the safety of our students and staff very seriously and asks that you help us 
ensure all procedures and protocols are followed.   
 

The Plan 
In accordance with the Michigan Executive Order 2020-145, entitled “Safeguards to Protect Michigan’s 
Workers from COVID-19”, issued on July 9, 2020. We will post the complete Board of Education-
approved plan on our website prior to August 14th. This plan is a document that describes the measures 
we are implementing to prepare our workplace and provide safeguards to our employees, which will 
help prevent the spread of disease.  
 

The district’s ability to provide in-person instruction will ultimately be determined by Governor Whitmer 
and EO 2020-142, the local health department, as well as the Michigan Safe Schools Roadmap. The 
ability to offer in-person instruction will be contingent on our region’s phase within the MI SAFE START 
PLAN. Greenville is located in Region 2 and as of today, is currently in Phase 4.   
 

In Phases 4, 5 & 6, GPS will be offering two learning-delivery options for families during the 2020-2021 
school year: 
 

 In-person instruction, which will look very much like a normal school day, with additional 
protocols and safety procedures in place which are listed below. The in-person instruction will 
be a full day of school 5 days a week. 
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 Online learning which allows students to do their learning from home and through an online 
management system and facilitated by GPS teachers. This option can also be used in a hybrid 
capacity allowing students to take in-person classes not available online such as band, choir 
and AP courses. If you are interested in having your child participate in the Legacy Online 
Learning program, please contact us at 616-754-3686 or fill out the online application on our 
website at https://www.gpsjackets.org/academics/online-learning/. 

 

If our region is moved back into Phase 1, 2 or 3, GPS will adapt accordingly and offer a 100% distance-
learning plan for all students. This plan will be very different from what parents experienced in the fall 
as we have spent much of the summer planning for a more organized system with very clear 
expectations of student engagement and student learning. Teachers are being trained on effective 
ways to provide quality distance learning online instruction and we are pleased with the higher quality of 
learning we will be able to provide which will mirror what has been provided in person. The appropriate 
technology and devices, including Chromebooks, will be provided to students as needed. 
 

Face Masks Required 

Per the State Roadmap, we will be requiring that every student wear a face mask, every day, at school 
and while riding a school bus or other GPS transportation. For elementary students, face masks will be 
required when outside of the classroom and encouraged in the classroom. For middle school and high 
school students, face masks will be required when both inside and outside of the classroom, with the 
exception of during meals.  
 

Any student that is unable to medically tolerate a facial covering must not wear one; however, we will 
be requiring a doctor’s note indicating the student has such a medical condition.  
 

The face mask must be a mask that covers both the nose and mouth. A face mask may be a 
homemade facial covering, but must be washed daily. Disposable facial coverings may also be used, 
but must be disposed of at the end of each day. Students may wear a face shield, but only in addition to 
a face mask, as face shields on their own are only effective at stopping large droplets at close range; 
they do not prevent aerosol from being inhaled or released.  
 

Cohorting (Grouping of Students) 
Classrooms are being kept in cohorts throughout the day as much as possible. This means students 
will stay with a common group of kids as much as possible -- including at recess, lunch, specials and 
during passing times.   
 

Screening 
We are asking parents to screen their students every morning before sending them to school. To aid 
with this screening process, a QR code within a “reminder poster” will be provided in the near future to 
help you conduct this screening.   
 

If your child has any symptoms listed within the screening document, your student must stay home from 
school until the student is symptom free or they obtain a negative COVID-19 test.  
 

Students will also be screened when entering the school each day at a face recognition kiosk that will 
take their temperature.  According to the CDC, any temperature registered at 100.4 degrees F or higher 
constitutes a fever. Parents may exempt their child from the Kiosk system, but must then screen their 
student at home for a temperature. Exemption forms will be available through the school. 
 

If a student is identified as having a fever (100.4 degrees F or greater), they will be asked to report to 
the school office to have their temperature rechecked.   

https://www.gpsjackets.org/academics/online-learning/
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Transportation 
Facial coverings must be worn by all students, staff and bus drivers during school transportation.  
Students will be required to use provided hand sanitizer before boarding the bus. The district will be 
cleaning and disinfecting buses before and after every route.  
 

Limiting Visitors 
In order to ensure our school environment is safe for our staff and students, we will not be allowing 
parents/visitors to enter the building except for extenuating circumstances. This includes student drop 
off. Staff will be available to help students into the building each day. If you need to drop something off 
for a student during school hours, we will have a drop box located at the front of each building. Please 
communicate with the building staff through email and phone as much as possible. Again, this is for the 
safety of the students and the staff in the building. 
 

We Appreciate You!  
We realize there are many varying opinions about health and safety practices that have been expected 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and we recognize that you may or may not agree with them. However, 
we are asking that you adhere to the expectations we have requested as we consider the health and 
well-being of all of our students and employees and follow the executive orders issued by Governor 
Whitmer.  
 

Additional information, specific to each school building, will be communicated in the coming weeks.  We 
appreciate your patience and look forward to welcoming your student on Wednesday, August 19 for the 
2020-2021 school year!   
 

Sincerely,  
 
Linda Van Houten 

Superintendent 

 


