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April 23, 2021 

Dear GPS Parents/Guardians,  

This email is to give you an update on our COVID-19 data and some background on the decision-making we have 
put in place during the pandemic.  

As of Tuesday, April 20, we had 149 students absent at the high school, 225 students absent at the middle 
school and our elementary schools had a total of 256 students absent.  We were experiencing a rate of 17% of 
our high school athletes and 20.8% of our middle school athletes being quarantined.  For every positive rapid 
test administered, we were quarantining an average of 13 student athletes.  We also had 3 athletic teams that 
were not able to compete because of the number of students that needed to be quarantined.  Within the last 3 
weeks of school, we have had a 10% drop in attendance due to COVID.  

We, as a school district, work very closely with the local health department, Spectrum Health United Hospital 
and other educational leaders in the area.  Our decisions are not made by one person, but through a 
collaborative process that engages many perspectives and data.  On Wednesday, April 21, I also received a letter 
from the Mid-Michigan District Health Department. This letter stated there was currently a surge of COVID-19 in 
our community as well as at our middle and high schools. They indicated:  

“That in order to stop this surge, ALL activities involving students from your middle school and high school need 
to be suspended, including extracurriculars and sports, and students must be discouraged from spending time 
together and outside of their home. If students continue to congregate in any way, the outbreak will likely not be 
stopped quickly.  It will likely continue and further disrupt school, sports and other activities.”  

It is our hope and our intention that by pausing now, we will ensure, or at least have a better chance of, finishing 
the school year strong, which will allow our seniors and other students to be able to participate in all of the end 
of the year athletic events, senior events and all other extracurricular activities.  

We are grateful for the support of our community.  We are truly in this together.  Please continue to keep your 
student home if they have any COVID symptoms, remember to wash your hands frequently, socially distance 
and wear a mask.  In addition, we are hopeful we will see an increase in the vaccination rate to help provide an 
increased level of protection for students and community.    

We plan to return to in-person learning for middle and high school students on Monday, May 3, 2021.  We can’t 
wait to have the students back in all of our buildings!  

Sincerely,  

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 


