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April 9, 2021 

Dear GPS Families, 

This morning, Governor Whitmer made a recommendation to implement a voluntary two-week suspension of 
in-person high school classes and all youth sports to address a surge in positive cases and hospitalizations 
related to COVID-19 in the State of Michigan.  
 
In a meeting this afternoon with Montcalm Area ISD, Mid-Michigan Health Department and our seven local 
school district superintendents, we made a collective decision to remain open for in-person instruction and 
continue with athletics as scheduled.     
 
We are committed to closely monitoring and evaluating our COVID numbers over the coming days and will use 
this information to make informed decisions. We will consider an instructional modality switch if our attendance 
COVID numbers suggest this is warranted, the staffing numbers become difficult to manage or the District 
Health Department recommends we close.  

Unlike some other counties, we have returned from spring break and been back to in-person learning this week 
with more than adequate attendance rates.  Most recently, the district has not had any outbreak cases that are 
connected to being contracted at the school.  In addition, there are many different variables to consider now 
than what we had in the fall.  Many of our school employees have been fully vaccinated and high school 
students are now eligible for vaccination.  We have learned more about transmission and measures for 
preventing the spread of disease and follow every recommended safety protocol diligently in an effort to keep 
our students and staff as healthy as possible.   

In reference to athletics, we will continue to allow athletic activities with reinforced monitoring of safety 
protocols and as long as everyone is diligent in supporting our safety protocols. If we see a compliance issue 
within these activities, we will not hesitate to revisit this decision. 

We are asking our parents and community to be diligent in following the COVID safety protocols. This includes 
wearing a mask, social distancing and frequent hand washing.  It is only through these efforts will we be able to 
continue in-person instruction for our students.  

Please be assured that we are following this closely and will communicate with you should changes need to be 
made in the future. I consider it a privilege to serve you and our community and appreciate your continued 
support.  
  
Thank you, 

Linda Van Houten 
Superintendent 


