
July 21, 2021

Dear GPS Parents & Guardians,

Welcome to the start of the 2021-2022 school year. I wanted to share the following
information to allow you adequate time to plan for the return to school for your children. Our
focus will always be on the students and providing a safe and positive educational experience
while inspiring excellence for every student every day.

After a very difficult year, we were pleased to be able to bring some normalcy through our
summer offerings.  Our summer school programs involved over 800 students and provided
opportunities for remediation lessons, enrichment activities and mental health support for our
students. I would like to send a shout out to our staff who have been working this summer to
provide these great experiences for our students. Our music and athletic training programs
are getting a jump start on the new year and we cannot wait to host this year’s first Yellow
Jacket Football Game on Thursday, August 26 at 7:00pm at Legacy Field. Go Jackets!

The 2021-2022 school year begins Monday, August 23rd and we are excited to be
returning to in-person learning at all grade levels, but will continue to offer Legacy Learning
(our online program) for families who are interested in this option.

GPS 2021-2022 District Calendar

We continue to review the best practices for a safe return to school in the fall.  Our goal is to
implement strategies that provide a safe learning environment for our students, staff and
families.  There have been many COVID outbreaks at camps and youth gatherings around
the state and the threat of the Delta variant, which is 200 times more contagious, has
required us to not let down our guard.

Our COVID plan contains the following information:

● Recommend masks for anyone who is not vaccinated, however it will be optional and
not required within the schools.

● Follow federal regulations requiring masks on all school transportation.
● Encourage social distancing when feasible.
● Ask individuals to stay home when sick or not feeling well.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PDhwMCdvgVmrqgYVo8tudCUlxnNNKYR2/view?usp=sharing


● COVID vaccinations will continue to be a parental choice and will not be required for
students.

● COVID testing will not be required at this time.

Greenville Public Schools 2021-2022 COVID Plan

As we have seen throughout the last year, changes can take place quickly and the MMDHD
may make new recommendations to schools if a communicable disease in our area is at an
unsafe level.  If this were to occur, Greenville Public Schools will review any new
recommendations and communicate any changes that may be necessary.

We love being educators.  Working with your children is the heartbeat of our school and we
cannot wait to open our doors to welcome every student back into our classrooms. Students
will truly be amazed by the renovations that were completed throughout the summer at GMS
and GHS, made possible by our community.  Be sure to mark your calendar for Friday,
October 8 from 4:30-6:30pm as we will be hosting a Bond Open House at GHS for the entire
community.  A GMS Bond Open House will also take place later in the year.  Stay tuned for
more information coming soon.

Lastly, I would like to thank you for your ongoing support for the students and our staff. I know
we could not have made it through this last year without working together to make the best of
a difficult situation for everyone, especially our students. We know through reflection we will
be able to come back stronger than ever before and look forward to our continued
partnership.

Additional information, specific to each school building, will be communicated in the coming
weeks. We appreciate your patience and look forward to welcoming your student on Monday,
August 23 for the 2021-2022 school year!

Sincerely,

Linda Van Houten
Superintendent

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J0lXCoFtvV1GipQ-gcSpm16z2LOomFZss892mGFt_EI/edit?usp=sharing

