
 

 

 
Greenville Public Schools – Board Briefs 

A Report of Board Activities –July 2021 
 

Greenville Public Schools BHAG – Big Hairy Audacious Goal:   
Greenville Public Schools will be known as an educationally progressive leader by ensuring rigorous 
individualized academic achievement for all students, through community partnerships, and globally 

diverse cultural and career opportunities in a safe and caring environment. 
 

Core Values:  

Integrity    Collaboration    Compassion    Responsibility 
 
Thank you for taking time to read the Board Briefs.  If you have questions, please contact Kara Tiesworth at  
(616) 754-3686 or email tiesworthk@gpsmi.us.  Of course, you are always welcome to attend our meetings. 
 
A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Monday, July 12, 2021. 
Members Present: N. Rasmussen, K. Wierda, R. Billmeier (virtual), J. Anderson (arrived at approx. 7:07pm),  
R. Hansen. J. Petersen and C. Mahar (virtual & arrived at approx. 8:01pm)  
Members Absent: None 
Administrators Present: L. Van Houten, M. Fleet, L. Steed, M. Taylor, M. Walsh, B. Zdanowski and M 
Blaszczynski  
 
Celebrations/Communications   

 Several district-wide celebrations were highlighted in the Inspiring Excellence document (included).   

 If you have something to celebrate during a future regular Board of Education meeting, please notify 
Superintendent Linda Van Houten or Administrative Assistant Kara Tiesworth as we enjoy being able to 
highlight some of the positive things happening throughout our district.   

 Thank you letter shared with the Board from a recent retiree thanking the district for the retirement gift.  
 
Citizen Comments  

 Four (4) individuals who inquired about COVID-19 safety protocols (such as masks, testing and 
vaccinations) that would be required in the fall for the 2021-2022 school year.  At this time, we 
anticipate decisions for the 2021-2022 school year will be available for parents at the end of July as we 
are awaiting finalized information from the state and local health departments.   

 

Consent Agenda - The following items under the Consent Agenda were approved: 
A. Minutes of July 2, 2021 Special Meeting 
B. Ratification of Bills and Payroll Vouchers – June 2021: $5,807,045.64 
C. New Hires/Appointments (Professional Personnel Only) 

a. Carter Ferguson, GHS Special Education Teacher 
b. Matthew McCullough, Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction 
c. Meredith Sparks, GHS Special Education Teacher 

 
Information Items - Generally, these items are for discussion only; no action is requested at the meeting.   

A. Superintendent Linda Van Houten provided an update regarding MTSS.  In absence of an Assistant 
Superintendent, Linda also presented the 2021-2022 District Improvement Plan, which is reported 
through MICIP this year and it is different than in previous years.  At this time, the district is required to 
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identify one district specific goal for WIN (What I Need) Time.  Our goal is as follows: GPS will ensure 
customized instruction and differentiated learning through WIN time as measured by a 50% increase in 
secondary Tier Two/Three Fidelity Inventory.    
Linda Van Houten also presented the annual bullying report for the 2020-2021 school year.  There were 
25 district-wide cases that met the state’s definition of “bullying” this past school year.    

B. Human Resources Director Lisa Steed shared letters of resignation/retirement and provided a full 
staffing update for the district.   

C. Finance Director Maureen Fleet presented a COVID-19 Funds review as well as a Bond Budget 
update.   

D. Kire Wierda provided an updated for the Education Foundation of Greenville (EFG).  The EFG Board 
meet in person during June and are working on several fundraising opportunities to take place in the 
near future.  Additional information about these events/activities will be coming soon.   

E. Jim Anderson provided a brief legislative update.  
 
Action Items – Generally, these items were discussed at a previous meeting as information items. 

A. The Board approved the Interest Based Bargaining Resolution for the Board of Education.   
B. The Board adopted the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) membership resolution for 

the 2021-2022 school year.   
C. The Board approved the resolution of the Montcalm County School Boards Association (MCSBA) to 

appoint Norice Rasmussen as representative and Dr. Jodi Petersen as the alternate to the Executive 
Committee of the Montcalm County School Boards Associate for the 2021-2022 school year.  

D. The Board approved Kimberly Betser to the Montcalm Area Intermediate School District (MAISD) 
Parent Advisory Committee.   

E. The Board approved the State Aid Operating Notes Resolution as prepared by Clark Hill, PLC 
authorizing issuance of notes in anticipation of state school aid August borrowing.  

F. The Board approved the resolution for membership in the Michigan School Insurance Program – Liability, 
Fleet and Property, and Workers’ Compensation Insurance Program as presented and recommended by 
administration. 

G. The Board approved the Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction Contract for Matthew 
McCullough.  

H. The Board approved the Superintendent Contract for Linda Van Houten.  
I. The Board approved to increase the Middle School Window project by $7,738.34. 
J. The Board approved to amend the agenda to include the GEA contract.  
K. The Board approved the GEA contract.  

 
Upcoming Dates 

A. Board/Admin Retreat Workshop    Monday, August 2, CSF, 4:00-8:00pm 
        Dinner provided 

B. Finance Committee Meeting      Wednesday, August 4, CSF, 5:30pm 
C. Next Regular Board Meeting (tentative until vote next mtg) Monday, August 9, CSF, 7:00pm 
D. MCSBA Fall General Membership Meeting   Monday, September 27, Details TBD 

 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel.”  - Maya Angelou 



 

 

GHS Softball 
The 2021 GHS Varsity Softball Team finished the season with a strong 22-10 record.  On the field, the 
team broke three (3) long-standing GHS School records, had four (4) all conference players, five (5) all 
district players and one (1) all regional player!  These student athletes proved that they work hard in the 
classroom as well by earning a team academic all state award and all three (3) senior players earning 
individual senior all state academic awards!  Congratulations on a great season on and off the field.   
 
GPS Bookmobile Success 
On June 16, the annual GPS Bookmobile stopped at all four (4) GPS elementary schools to help promote 
the importance of summer reading after being canceled last year due to the coronavirus.  Those in 
attendance from birth to fifth grade were greeted by teachers and instructional coaches who helped them 
select up to five brand new books!  During previous years, children were able to receive three (3) free 
books, but the program was able to increase the number of books to five (5) this year due to donations, 
thrift shopping and extra funds.  
 
Jacket Volleyball Camp  
During the week of June 21, students entering 3rd through 9th 
grade were able to participate in the 2021 Jacket Volleyball Camp.  
The camp was led by the new Varsity Volleyball Coach, Kaylee 
Fracker and other GPS Volleyball Coaches!  This years Jacket 
Volleyball Camp was well attended and students were able to 
learn a variety of volleyball skills while having fun! 
 
Children’s Corner  
Special thank you to Jordan Manufacturing for spoiling the GPS Children’s Corner staff with several 
yummy donations.  Their generosity was greatly appreciated by all.   
 
Winning Edge 
Since the beginning of June, high school and middle school athletes and teams as well as elementary 
students have been given the opportunity to learn proper sprint technique and get faster and stronger 
by participating in Winning Edge.  The program runs three (3) days a week and there have been up to 
110-160 students in attendance.  We are quickly approaching the last session, which will be held on July 
29 so there are only a few more weeks left for students to gear up for fall sports.  For the remaining 
three (3) weeks, Coach Court has enhanced student preparedness for athletics by adding the strength 
component for all high school and middle school athletes.  We encourage all GPS students to take 
advantage of this FREE program, so we will get a good start on building Yellow Jacket athletics for the 
2021-22 school year!  The new schedule starts this week (7/12) and is listed below:  

 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday at Legacy Field 
HS Boys: 8:00-9:30 Run/Lift  
HS/MS Girls: 9:00-10:30 Run/Lift  
Elementary:  10:00-11:00 Run (run on Mon, Tues and/or Thurs & games two days per week) 
MS Boys: 11:00-12:00 Run/Intro to Lift 
Mondays - VB, GBB & BBB 8:00 Lift 
Wednesdays - Open lift for all athletes 
8:00, 9:00 and 10:00 (Please be there at 

stated start time) 
 

 GO JACKETS! 
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