
 

 

 
Greenville Public Schools – Board Briefs 

A Report of Board Activities – October 2021 
The regular Monday, October 11, 2021, Greenville Board of Education Meeting was held in the Greenville High School 
Auditorium (111 N. Hillcrest St., Greenville) due to capacity limits at the Central Services Facility.   

 
Greenville Public Schools BHAG – Big Hairy Audacious Goal:   

Greenville Public Schools will be known as an educationally progressive leader by ensuring rigorous 
individualized academic achievement for all students, through community partnerships, and globally 

diverse cultural and career opportunities in a safe and caring environment. 
 

Core Values:  

Integrity    Collaboration    Compassion    Responsibility 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read the Board Briefs.  If you have questions, please contact Kara Tiesworth 
at (616) 754-3686 or email tiesworthk@gpsmi.us.  Of course, you are always welcome to attend our meetings. 
 
A regular meeting of the Board of Education was held on Monday, October 11, 2021 
Members Present: N. Rasmussen, K. Wierda, J. Anderson, R. Hansen. J. Petersen and C. Mahar  
Members Absent: R. Billmeier 
Administrators Present: L. Van Houten, M. McCullough, M. Fleet, L. Steed, M. Blaszczynski and K. Peters 
 
Celebrations/Communications   

 Several district-wide celebrations were highlighted in the Inspiring Excellence document (included).   

 If you have something to celebrate during a future regular Board of Education meeting, please notify 
Superintendent Linda Van Houten or Administrative Assistant Kara Tiesworth, as we enjoy being able 
to highlight some of the positive things happening throughout our district.   

 GHS Principal Michelle Blaszczynski was quoted in a Graduation Alliance article on how ENGAGE 
Michigan (sponsored by the Michigan Department of Education) has helped students in our district 
get back on track socially, emotionally, and academically since the onset of the COVID pandemic.   

 
Citizen Comments  

 A few individuals thanked the Board of Education and Administration for listening to their concerns.   
 

Consent Agenda - The following items under the Consent Agenda were approved: 
A. Minutes of September 13, 2021 Regular Meeting 
B. Ratification of Bills and Payroll Vouchers – September 2021: $5,364,007.11 
C. New Hires/Appointments (Professional Personnel Only) 

a. Ryan Vellanti, GHS PE Teacher 
b. Robin VanderWel, GMS Science Teacher 

 
Information Items - Generally, these items are for discussion only; no action is requested at the meeting.   

A. Student Representative Molly Ramos provided an update from the student body. Students throughout 
the district have been very busy and are continuing to adjust to being in school.  The Baldwin Heights 
Robotics Club attended the recent GHS Bond Open House to demonstrate their skills. Cedar Crest 
students are doing well with Reflex Math.  Fourth graders from Lincoln Heights recently attended Zoo 
School at John Ball Zoo and Walnut Hills students had a great time with spirit week last week!  GMS 
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will be implementing an Interact Club, and eighth-graders recently attended the GHS Homecoming Pep 
Rally, which they hope to continue.  GHS students have been very busy with several senior nights for 
sports teams, the Orchestra had their first concert for the year, and the Marching Band participated in 
Red Flannel in Cedar Springs.  Seniors are filling out college and scholarship applications as well as 
participating in college visits.  The GHS Bond Open House went great and students were able to enjoy 
carnival-like activities while tours of the school were taking place for our community to see the recent 
renovations.   
 

B. GHS Teacher LaRissa Paras presented information about a request to take students to Japan in 2023.  
This will be an action item during the regular November Board of Education meeting. 

 

C. Superintendent Linda Van Houten provided information regarding her 2021-2022 Superintendent 
Goals, focusing on student achievement, future planning (leadership), and student and staff mental 
health.  

 

D. Assistant Superintendent Matt McCullough highlighted district data.  GPS is at or above the state 
average on nearly all M-STEP measurements.  The new elementary Bridges mathematics curriculum 
and exploration of a new middle school math curriculum will help make academic gains. Students most 
impacted by pandemic trauma will need academic and social-emotional learning (SEL) support.  The 
SEL exploration committee is supporting this. 

   

E. Human Resources Director Lisa Steed provided a full staffing update for the district.  GPS does have a 
few vacancies at this time, but overall we are doing good filling positions.  The need for substitutes for 
teaching as well as support staff continues.  
 

F. Finance Director Maureen Fleet provided a quarterly budget review for fiscal year 2022, but a budget 
amendment will be available after the student count is completed.  Maureen also discussed the 

district’s desire to purchase two (2) 9-passenger vans to assist with transportation issues. This will be 
an action item during the regular November Board of Education meeting. 
 

G. Finance Director Maureen Fleet presented the Annual Summer Tax Resolution, which allows the 
district to collect summer taxes from the City of Greenville.  This will be an action item during the 
regular November Board of Education meeting. 

 

H. Superintendent Van Houten presented board Policy Updates.  The Board Policy Committee has 
reviewed NEOLA’s Fall 2021 updates (Vol. 36, No. 1) and recommend the following policies to be 
updated as presented:  

a. 0100, 0167.3, 3120, 6114, 7450, 8310, 8320 & 8330 
This will be an action item during the regular November Board of Education meeting. 

 
I. Kire Wierda provided an update for the Education Foundation of Greenville (EFG), highlighting several 

upcoming EFG events.  Hark Up will be held on December 8, OUR3 Variety Show on January 22, and a 

new event similar to “Dancing with the Stars” will be held on March 12.  Yellow Jacket Challenge will be 

taking place in April.  

 

J. Jim Anderson provided a brief legislative update.  
 
Action Items – Generally, these items were discussed at a previous meeting as information items. 

A. The Board entered into a closed session for the purpose of superintendent evaluation and negotiations.  
B. The Board approved to move the insurance hard cap for the length of the contract.   

 
Upcoming Dates 

A. Finance Committee Meeting – Audit Review Monday, October 25, CSF, 5:30pm 

B. Finance Committee Meeting    Wednesday, November 3, CSF, 5:30pm 



 

 

C. New Employee Dinner with Board of Education  Monday, November 8, GHS Cafe, 5:30pm 

D. Next Regular Board Meeting   Monday, November 8, TBD, 7:00pm 

E. Student Representative 2022 Interviews  Tuesday, November 9, GHS, 6:30am 

 

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people 
will never forget how you made them feel.”  - Maya Angelou 



 

 

Camp Rodgers 
Sixth grade students recently spent the day at Camp Roger exploring science in the 
great outdoors. Students learned how to build a fire, work together as  a team and 
participated in many more learning activities.   
 
Art at Walnut Hills 
The first month of school art students at Walnut Hills have enjoyed working together with 
a variety of materials to create their masterpieces. Here are just a few examples of what 
they were able to create.   
 
Fall Carnivals  
Baldwin Heights is looking forward to their PTO Fall Carnival which will be held on Friday, October 
15 from 6:00-8:00pm (weather permitting).   
 
Lincoln Heights is also looking forward to their upcoming PTO Fall Carnival, which will be held on 
Saturday, October 23 from 3:00-6:00pm.   
 
Snap Fitness School Supply Drive 
Greenville Public Schools was the recipient of several goodies for students due to a School Supply 
Drive put on by Snap Fitness.  These supplies will be distributed to students in need throughout the 
district.  
 
Shading Fun at Cedar Crest 
Fifth graders were able to try some shading skills by drawing these Tim Burton 
inspired Spooky Portraits during art class.   
 
Sprit Week  
Each school celebrated a Spirit Week during the week of the GHS Homecoming (September 27-October 1).  Each school 
designated a special theme for each day and below are some fun photos!   

GMS Red, White & Blue Day  Cedar Crest Western Day  Lincoln Heights PJ Day Baldwin Heights Hat Day 

GHS Senior Class Banner GHS Junior Class Banner GHS Sophomore Class Banner GHS Freshman  Class Banner 
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