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February 22, 2022 
 

Dear Greenville Families, 

 
On February 15, we made the difficult decision to go remote for three days (February 16, 17 and 18) for 

grades 6-12 as a result of disruptions to the education of all students.  As we plan for the reopening of 

school after the break, we will phase in students returning to in-person learning. On Monday, February 28 

grades 9-12 will return to in-person learning.  Grades 6-8 will remain remote for one additional day and 

return to in-person learning on Tuesday, March 1.  It is the expectation that all students and staff will 

follow the District’s Code of Conduct, which includes complying with State laws and legal requirements 

such as the wearing of masks in school.   

 
The mask mandate has brought confusion to the school community with many believing that school 

districts can decide whether masks are required to be worn in school buildings.  This is simply not 

true.  The New York State Health Department’s Public Health and Health Planning Council (PHHC) 

adopted a regulation which authorized the State Health Commissioner to prescribe mask requirements in 

selected settings.  The Commissioner issued a formal determination to exercise that authority.  Only the 

Health Commissioner can issue a determination to end or modify the school mask requirement, unless a 

court decides to intervene. In addition, a “Statement From Commissioner Betty A. Rosa on Nassau 

County Executive Order” was issued on Thursday, January 6, 2022 when Nassau County was attempting 

to end the mask mandate. 

 
Governor Kathy Hochul has said that there is a very strong possibility that an announcement lifting 

school mask requirements could come during the week following the school break (i.e. by March 4).  The 

Greenville CSD Board of Education plans to adopt a resolution at its budget meeting on February 28 for a 

“mask optional” policy for staff, students and visitors to take effect after the mask mandate is lifted.  This 

resolution will not affect the mask requirement on school bus transportation as that is a requirement under 

a federal mandate from the Federal Department of Transportation. 

 
As public officials, we must follow laws and regulations regarding health mandates. Until such time that 

the mandate is lifted, the mask requirement is still in effect for schools in New York State and as such all 

students, staff, and visitors need to wear a mask in school buildings. In addition, masks must continue to 

be worn on school buses in keeping with federal transportation regulations.  

 
The expectation is that all students will follow these mandates which are included in the school’s code of 

conduct as listed on page 10, VI Expected Student Conduct, Section C.  
Examples of insubordinate conduct include but are not limited to:  
●  Failing to comply with the reasonable directions of teachers, principals or other school employees 
in charge of students, or otherwise demonstrating disrespect.  
● Failing to comply with any District expectation or the directions of teachers, principals or other 

school personnel regarding the health and safety of students, including, but not limited to expectations 
and requirements of the District, SED, or the DOH during any health emergency situation. 
● Lateness for, missing or leaving class or school without permission. 

 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1365661/Code_of_Conduct_BOE_approved_6.28.2021.pdf
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2022/01/2.60-determination-01-31-2022_0.pdf
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2022/statement-commissioner-betty-rosa-nassau-county-executive-order
http://www.nysed.gov/news/2022/statement-commissioner-betty-rosa-nassau-county-executive-order
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Knowing that it is important for students to have a voice and to be able to advocate, last week we allowed 

students to be onsite while protesting the mask mandate.  Unfortunately, students protesting did not 

comply with the options provided by the building principals which caused a disruption to the learning of 

others.  Students do not have a right to disrupt school operations, disrupt class, protest on school grounds 

or leave without permission.  Moving forward students are encouraged to advocate before or after school 

at a public location offsite and to write letters to their representatives and/or the governor in an effort to 

have their voices heard at the state level, the actual entity with the authority to affect any change to the 

mask mandate.  

 
Students not following the Code of Conduct will face progressive discipline as outlined in the code of 

conduct which may include suspension. 

 
Last Friday, we had an initial community focus group which included parent leaders from PTA and 

PTSA. As we continue meeting with focus groups consisting of parents, students and staff who expressed 

interest, it is important for us to heal as a community and school district. In the spirit of our mission 

statement, these collaborative sessions will allow us to learn, teach and belong as we problem solve and 

plan next steps. It is vital for all of us to treat each other with respect, even when disagreeing with 

another's position. Working together we can continue to move our District forward for the benefit of our 

students. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Tammy J. Sutherland 
Interim Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

https://www.elections.ny.gov/district-map.html
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1365661/Code_of_Conduct_BOE_approved_6.28.2021.pdf
https://forms.gle/fJzTqgQqYJEfr8o47
https://forms.gle/fJzTqgQqYJEfr8o47

