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MESSAGE TO STUDENTS AND PARENTS

The world of work is rapidly changing as existing jobs become more complex and new jobs demand increased
levels of education. Students must acquire increased academic competencies, advanced technical skills, and
greater problem-solving abilities to become successful citizens and employees of the future.

The selection of a career pathway is a cooperative effort involving students, parents, teachers, and counselors.
Students should explore a career pathway that blends with their interests and abilities and leads to the
achievement of personal, education, and career goals. Students should be encouraged to explore all available
opportunities without being “locked into” a specific program of study.

Skills You Need to be Successful in the 21 stCentury!

FOUNDATION SKILLS

BASIC SKILLS: Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Mathematics, Listening, and Speaking

THINKING SKILLS: Decision making, Problem solving, Creative thinking, and Knowing how to learn and
reason

PERSONAL QUALITIES: Positive self esteem, Integrity, Individual initiative, Responsibility, and Honesty

TASK MANAGEMENT SKILLS: Resource management, Time management, Perseverance, and Teamwork

WORKPLACE SKILLS



MANAGING RESOURCES: Goal setting, Allocating time, money and materials

WORKING WITH SYSTEMS: Monitoring and correcting performance, Designing or improving systems,
Understanding social, organization, and technological systems

MANAGING INFORMATION: Interpreting and communicating, Using computers to process information,
Organizing information

WORKING WITH TECHNOLOGY: Selecting equipment and tools, Applying technology to specific tasks,
Maintaining and troubleshooting technologies

INTERPERSONAL SKILLS: Negotiating, Teaching others, Working well with other with diverse cultural
backgrounds, Working on a team, Listening skills, Providing customer service
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COURSE REGISTRATION INFORMATION

The Registration Handbook has been prepared to assist students in selecting courses for next year. Le Sueur
Henderson High School offers a wide variety of diverse and challenging learning opportunities. There are many
choices and decisions involved in planning a high school program to meet your unique needs. Your success is
important to us and the following suggestions may help you in this process.

1. Discuss your plans with parents, counselors, and teachers as they can provide valuable insight.  2.

Select courses that will meet district and state graduation requirements as well as support future

educational and career goals.

3. Participate in courses designed to satisfy current interests, curiosity, and the development of personal
skills.

4. Employ as many resources within the school as necessary to assist you in planning an effective overall
educational program.

Deciding which courses to select is an important part of a student’s career development planning. Students need
to prepare themselves for entrance into a rapidly changing world where employment opportunities require
increasingly complex skills.

The Career Development Center is accessible to all LSH students. It provides numerous resources to help
students prepare for post-secondary school and/or employment. Representatives from colleges and the military
visit here during the school year.

As part of our ongoing commitment to provide a high-quality education, we expect students to: •

Be aware of summer requirements for fall classes.

• Invest their best efforts in their academic and co-curricular activities.

• Accept responsibility for their learning, decisions and actions.

• Treat staff and each other with respect.

• Due to class scheduling, students need to be aware and honor the class choices they make, as changes
are not always possible.
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LE SUEUR-HENDERSON HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

A primary goal of Le Sueur-Henderson High School is that each student who attends will be college and career
ready upon graduation. We also strive to help each student be healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged.

Graduation Requirements:
Grade 9 English 9 2 Semesters 1 credit American History 2 Semesters 1 credit

Geometry 2 Semesters 1 credit
Physical Science 2 Semesters 1 credit

Grade 10 English 10 2 Semesters 1 credit World History or AP 2 Semesters 1 credit
Non-Linear Algebra/Algebra 2 2 Semesters 1 credit

Biology 2 Semesters 1 credit
Physical Education 1 Semester .5 credit

Health 1 Semester .5 credit

Grade 11 English 11 or AP or College Now 2 Semesters 1 credit American Government
or AP 1 Semester .5 credit

Economics 1 Semester .5 credit
Algebra 2/Pre-Calculus 2 Semesters 1 credit

Chemistry 2 Semesters 1 credit

Grade 12 English 12 or AP or College Now 2 Semesters 1 credit World Geography 2
Semesters 1 credit

Grade 9-12 Art/Music/Ind. Tech 2 Semester 1 credit Electives 16 Semesters 8 credits
______________________________________________________________________
TOTAL REQUIRED CREDITS: 24 credits



**NOTE: The Art requirement can be fulfilled in the following subjects:
• Any Art Course
• Any Music Course
• Metalworking II/Engineering/Desktop Publishing
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COLLEGE CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES

Advanced Placement Program

The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a national, cooperative educational program, created and
maintained by the College Board. The Board’s AP program serves three groups: (1) students who wish
to pursue college-level studies while enrolled in high school; (2) high schools that desire to offer these
opportunities; and (3) colleges that wish to grant credit and promote interest in such achievement.

Le Sueur-Henderson High School students may receive college credit by taking AP exams which are
scored through the College Board’s external scoring service. Students interested in taking an AP exam
should contact the counselor in the fall of the year they’d like to test. The cost is $94 per exam.
Benefits for students who take AP courses are many, from providing academic rigor to improving
study habits. AP courses allow students to excel in areas of interest or strength while fostering
leadership qualities in outstanding students. Finally, these courses provide the opportunity to bypass
introductory college  courses. Students will receive weighted grades for AP courses.

Advanced Placement Courses Available:

- AP English Language and Composition
- AP English Literature and Composition
- AP US Government and Politics
- AP World History: Modern
- AP Calculus AB
- AP Biology

Students/Parents/Guardians who wish to obtain more information regarding the Advanced Placement
program may do so through the office.



Concurrent Enrollment Courses

In Minnesota, concurrent enrollment courses are college courses offered at the high school, usually
taught by a trained high school teacher. These are offered in partnership with a college or university.
Students who successfully complete these courses generate both high school and transcripted college
credit from the partnering postsecondary institution. Many people refer to these courses as College in
the High School. There is no cost to the student to participate in these courses.

Minnesota’s concurrent enrollment programs offer thousands of Minnesota students access to rigorous
college courses in their high school buildings. Research shows that high school students who
participate in an accelerated learning option, such as concurrent enrollment, benefit greatly from: •
Exposure to high expectations.

• Participation in challenging courses.
• The momentum gained by earning college credits while still in high school.
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By participating in concurrent enrollment, high school students complete college requirements
that allow for greater flexibility when they enter the university setting full-time. Many
concurrent enrollment alums find they are able to pursue second majors, participate in study
abroad opportunities, and internships. Not only do concurrent enrollment students get a step
ahead of other entering freshman in terms of credits, but they also gain college-level skills from
concurrent enrollment courses. Our courses challenge high school students to think critically,
write academically, and read analytically, preparing students for greater success in college.

Concurrent Enrollment Courses Available:

South Central College:
Health Care Core Foundations
Medical Terminology
Foundations of Computing
Web for Business

Southwest Minnesota State University:
College Now Essentials of Speaking and Listening
College Now Academic Writing

Minnesota State University, Mankato:
Education 101: Introduction to Education
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Postsecondary Enrollment Options

Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is a program that allows 10th-, 11th- and 12th-grade
students to earn both high school and college credit while still in high school, through enrollment in
and successful completion of college nonsectarian courses at eligible participating postsecondary
institutions. Most PSEO courses are offered on the campus of the postsecondary institution; some
courses are offered online. Each participating college or university sets its own admissions
requirements for enrollment into the PSEO courses. Eleventh and 12th-grade students may take PSEO
courses on a full- or part-time basis, 10th graders are eligible to enroll in PSEO on a more limited
basis (see note below). Students must meet the PSEO residency and eligibility requirements and abide
by participation limits specified in Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.09. If a school district
determines a pupil is not on track to graduate, she/he may continue to participate in PSEO on a term
by term basis.

By March 1 of each year, or three weeks prior to the date a student registers for courses for the
following school year, schools must provide PSEO information to all students in grades 8-11 and
their families. To assist the district in planning, a student must inform the district by May 30 of each
year of their intent to enroll in postsecondary courses during the following school year.

There is no charge to PSEO students for tuition, books or fees for items that are required to participate
in a course; however, students may incur fees for equipment that becomes their property when the
course or program is completed, textbooks that are not returned to the postsecondary institution
according to their policies, or for tuition costs if they do not notify the district by May 30 and the
district does not waive this date requirement.



Funds are available to help pay transportation expenses for qualifying students to participate in PSEO
courses on college campuses. For more information on these funds, access the PSEO Mileage
Reimbursement Program Instructions.

Enrolling in a PSEO course does not prohibit a student from participating in activities sponsored by
the high school.

School districts must allow a PSEO student reasonable access to the high school building, computers
and/or other technology resources during regular school hours to participate in PSEO courses, whether
on-line or on campus.

Each year, districts must publish their grade-weighting policy on their website, including a list of
courses for which students can earn weighted grades.
All courses taken through the PSEO program must meet graduation requirements. Districts must
transcript credits earned in PSEO by a ratio prescribed in statute. Districts have the authority to decide
which subject area and standards the PSEO course meets. If there is a dispute between the district and
the student regarding the number of credits granted for a particular course, the student may appeal the
board's decision to the commissioner. The commissioner's decision regarding the number of credits
will be final.

Postsecondary institutions are required to allow PSEO students to enroll in online courses consistent
with the institution’s policy regarding postsecondary student enrollment in online courses.
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Tenth-grade students may initially enroll in one Career and Technical Education (CTE) PSEO course
if they receive a reading proficiency score of “meets” or “exceeds” on the 8th grade MCA. If 10th
graders taking a CTE PSEO course earn at least a grade C in that class, they may take additional CTE
PSEO courses. If the student did not take the MCA in 8th-grade, another reading assessment accepted
by the enrolling postsecondary institution can be substituted. For students with disabilities, there is an
alternative option to demonstrate reading proficiency.

For current information about the PSEO program, visit the Minnesota Department of Education’s
Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) webpage.

POST-SECONDARY ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

Minnesota State Universities Minnesota Community & Technical Colleges English – a minimum
of 4 years Students must posses a High School Diploma Math – a minimum of 3 years and demonstrate the
potential for being a Science – a minimum of 3 Lab Sciences successful college student.
Social Science – a minimum of 3 years
World Language – a minimum of 2 years The MN State University admissions Electives – a
minimum of 1 year of visual requirements are strongly recommended  or performing arts.

World Language is not a community college
requirement.



University of Minnesota Campuses NCAA
Math - a minimum of 4 years. Students hoping to play college athletics The 4thyear must be of a
higher rigor than will need to register through NCAA at advanced algebra.
www.eligibilitycenter.org

Students are encouraged to check the website early
Private Colleges in their high school career to examine the high More  English, math, science, social studies
and school courses, grades, and test scores that will be  world language courses are required at many needed to
play college athletics. private schools. High ACT or SAT scores and
GPA are desired. Enrollment may be evaluated
on an individual basis through personal interview or Military Service

personal essay. High school diploma or advanced degree Physical examination
ASVAB test is required

Employment
Good attendance in high school.
High school diploma or GED
Work experience

Students should carefully examine the entrance requirements for their specific college.
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POST-SECONDARY TESTING OPTIONS

PSAT: Juniors who are planning to attend college should strongly consider taking the PSAT/NMSQT
(Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test). This test is only offered
in  October.

ACT/SAT: These two tests are used as college entrance tests and for some specific scholarship programs.
These tests are offered at various times and locations throughout the year and include a firm registration
deadline  about four weeks prior to the testing date. Both tests take about four hours. Students that need to
take the test  should do so by late in the spring or summer of their junior year or in the early fall of their
senior year so that  exam scores can be recorded on transcripts needed for college application.

ASVAB: The ASVAB (Armed Service Vocational Aptitude Battery) test assesses applied as well as
academic  skills in relation to career opportunities. This test is required for admission to any branch of the
armed services  and can be completed with your military recruiter.

ACCUPLACER: This is an online exam that is all multiple choice. Consider this test if you are thinking
about  going to a 2-year college or a technical and community college.
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SCHEDULE CHANGE INFORMATION

During summer, schedule changes can only be made during “Back to Business Days.” Phone calls and
emails  regarding schedule changes will not be accepted. To make schedule changes once school starts,
students must  make changes during the first four days of the semester. Please note that the counselor will
only be making  schedule changes during the first four days of each semester. Because a thorough
registration process occurred  in March that determined section numbers and teacher allocations, schedule
change requests can only be made  for the following reasons:
• The student does not have the prerequisite(s) for the class listed.

• The student failed a class.

• There is an obvious error (two classes scheduled at the same time).

• A class that is needed to graduate is not listed or was dropped from the schedule. • The schedule is

unbalanced.

Due to the importance of keeping our class size as low as possible, changes cannot be accepted for the
following  reasons:

• The student has not completed summer requirements.
• To request a specific teacher or hour.
• To have a class with a friend.



• To have a specific lunch period.

DROPPING A CLASS

As a way to encourage students to take risks in pursuit of academic excellence, a student may drop a
seventh  subject excluding Study Skills through the tenth week of a given semester. The student will not
earn any credit  and will receive a withdrawal (W) mark for the semester. A student may drop and add a
sixth subject within the  first week of the semester (with parent permission). If a student drops a sixth
subject after the first week, a "F"  grade will be recorded.
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WEIGHTED GRADES

To promote academic rigor, the Le Sueur-Henderson High School will weight grades for academically
challenging courses. The following courses will be weighted by adding .06 bonus points to the cumulative
GPA  for each of these courses taken.

Courses that are weighted: AP Courses

GRADE POINT CALCULATION

Le Sueur-Henderson High School GPAs (Grade Point Averages) are based upon a 4.0 scale. The following
numerical values are assigned to letter grades received:

A 4.00
A- 3.67
B+ 3.33
B 3.00
B- 2.67
C+ 2.33
C 2.00



C- 1.67
D+ 1.33
D 1.00
D- 0.67
F 0.00
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Mission Statement for Giants Activities:
Le Sueur-Henderson Middle/High School, in partnership with its students, parents, and the
community, will strive to prepare today’s students for tomorrow’s challenges. Our goal, through
activities, is to develop stronger academic skills and encourage students to be lifelong learners
who  are tolerant, respectful, and responsible. The activities program at LSH will enhance the
educational  experience of our students and contribute to the development of better citizens for a
democratic  society.

To instill “GIANT PRIDE” throughout the school district and the communities in which we live in.
“GIANT  PRIDE” is based on the six pillars of character; Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility,
Fairness,  Citizenship, Caring.

General Statement of Policy for Co-Curricular Activities
It is the policy of the Le Sueur-Henderson School District to actively seek out and encourage each student to
participate as fully as practical in the district’s co-curricular activities program.

The co-curricular program objectives are as follows:
• To provide co-curricular activities sufficient in number, depth and scope on both an athletic and  cultural
level, to allow an opportunity for each and every student to participate in at least one activity  during the
current school year.
• To provide students with the opportunity to develop non-academic skills, promote emotional balance,
improve social behavior, and to have “fun”.
• To learn the rules and significance of various games and activities and become better spectators,  viewers



and people.
• To relate the co-curricular activities to the curricular program in a joint effort to promote character,
knowledge, understanding and appreciation of self and one another.

Minnesota State High School League Mission Statement
The MSHSL provides educational opportunities for students through interscholastic athletics and fine arts
programs, and provides leadership and support for member school.

MSHSL League Values:
• Equity, fairness and justice.
• Activities that support the academic mission of member schools.
• Fair play and honorable competition.
• Activities which support “chemical free” and healthy lifestyles.

• Treating all people with dignity and respect.
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Athletic Activities Offered at Le Sueur-Henderson Middle/High School:

Fall Season: Football
Swimming/Diving (girls)
Tennis (girls)
Volleyball (girls)
Cross Country (boys and girls)

Winter Season: Basketball (boys and girls)
Dance (girls)
Hockey (boys and girls)
Wrestling

One-Act Play – Offered to grades 9-12 (MSHSL competition play)

Spring Season: Baseball
Golf (boys and girls)
Softball (girls)
Track & Field (boys and girls)

Other Activities Offered:

Bowling – Offered to grades 6-12

Trap Shooting – Offered to grades 7-12 (Must have completed gun safety class.)

Band – Offered to grades 6-12

Choir – Offered to grades 6-12

Fall Play – Offered to grades 9-12 (Every other year will be a musical)

Spring Play – Available to grades 6-8 (Performance is in March)

Speech – Available to grades 7-12 (Season is from January - April)



Visual Arts – Available to grades 9-12. (MSHSL Competition in April)

Knowledge Bowl (MS & HS.) – Available to grades 6-9 (Fall) Available to grades 9-12 (Winter)

Math League – Available to grades 6-8

Target – Chemical free leadership group for grades 9-12

Yearbook – Available to grades 6-12

HS Student Council – Available to grades 9-12

MS Leadership Club – Available to grades 6-8

National Honor Society – Grades 11-2 only (GPA 3.333 requirement)

Jr. Class Prom Advisors – Grade 11 only

Graduation Committee – Grade 12 only
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AGRICULTURE
Introduction to Agriculture Animal Science

Plant Science Food & Natural Resources

Landscape & Floral Design Agriculture Business

Food Processing & Production Wildlife Management

Veterinary Science Agriculture Media & Marketing

Introduction to Agriculture Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This course is a basic overview of the agriculture industry including animal science, plant
science, environmental science, food science, and ag mechanics/engineering. In this course, students will learn
more about the development and maintenance of agriculture, animal systems, natural resources, and other food
sources. Students will also examine the relationship between agriculture and natural resources and the
environment, health, politics, and world trade. Students will engage in projects, group discussions, and hands
on experiences.

Animal Science Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester



Course Description: This course provides an overview of animal systems and the study of animal anatomy,
physiology, behavior, nutrition, reproduction, health, genetics, and the production of dairy, sheep, beef, swine,
poultry, and horses. Students participating in the course will have experiences in various animal science concepts
through hands-on activities, projects, and problems. Students will explore animal rights and welfare,
biotechnology, and related career options.

Plant Science Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: In this course students will learn about basic science of plants including plant anatomy
and physiology, classification, and fundamentals of production and harvesting. Students will explore why
particular crops are grown in certain parts of the U.S. and the basic concepts of conservation as well as the effects
of clean water on our lives. Other topics include producing and improving food crops while managing weeds and
pests, identification of various crops and weeds, identification of pests, sustainable food practices throughout the
US and the world, and current trends of crop production to feed a growing population.

Foods and Natural Resources Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: In this course students will learn about the consumption of food, energy, minerals, wood
and other raw materials including the processes used to extract these resources from the Earth. Students will
learn how to preserve, protect and manage natural resources, evaluate the importance of our water  resources,
and understand the relationships between water, soil and plants. Other environmental topics include global
warming, pollution, population growth, biodiversity, erosion and deforestation.
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Landscape and Floral Design Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: Students will be exposed to the basic principles of floral design and landscaping. Students
will gain lifelong skills such as pruning, planting, fertilizing, pest control, and lawn care. Students will also learn
how to grow and handle potted plants, bedding plants, cut flowers and foliage, and design landscapes that are
practical and attractive.

Agriculture Business Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This course is geared towards individuals who plan to seek employment on, manage, or
own a farm, or seek employment in an agribusiness field. Students will learn how to market products, inputs, and
personal finance. Students will also learn how to apply management principles to their operation in order to make
the most profit including finance, marketing, labor and operations management, the planning implementation,
and evaluating business decisions.

Food Processing and Production Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This course will focus on the process involved in moving food from the farm to the table.
Students will learn methods of food preservation, sanitation, monitoring the production process for safety, and
creating an effective package. Students will learn commercial methods of processing food, common methods of
home food processing, and product development. Students will also gain and understanding of how to apply
principles of nutrition, biology, microbiology, chemistry and human behavior to the development of food
products as well as how to select and process food products for storage, distribution and consumption.

Wildlife Management Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This course introduces students to the principles of wildlife management and



conservation in which students will gain a better understanding of the relationship between game, humans and
habitat. Topics include habitat assessment, habitat management techniques for wildlife, population dynamics,
predator-prey relationships, wildlife species biology and identification, human-wildlife conflict resolution, the
role of hunting in conservation, game and fish laws and regulations, hunter safety, and the application of
scientific principles to managing wildlife habitats and populations. Students will also explore opportunities for
further their education and careers in the field of wildlife biology.

Veterinary Science Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: The main focus of this course will be on the care, health, and well-being of animals.
Students will be introduced to medical terminology, the role and responsibilities of veterinarians, and how toxins,
parasites, and infectious diseases impact not only the animals around us, but humans, as well. Other topics
include animal behaviors and handling techniques, body systems and functions, general animal health and
nutrition, animal care needs, and the prevention and treatment of diseases and health issues.
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Agriculture Media and Marketing Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This is a project based course in which students will study the career fields within the
profession of agriculture. They will work with local agriculture professionals to learn marketing strategies in
order to thrive in the agriculture business. Students will be introduced to various careers in agriculture and study
social media as well as learn about different types of agricultural communications such as speech writing,
discussions, presentations, marketing, salesmanship, etc.
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ART
Introduction to Art Drawing I

Drawing II (advanced) Painting I

Painting II (advanced) Sculpture I

Sculpture II Studio Art

Introduction to Art Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: None
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: Intro to Art provides students the ability to explore and experiment with a variety of
mediums and techniques in both the 2D and 3D art form. The 2D unit will consist of drawing, painting and print
making. Students will work with pencil, charcoal, pastel, ink, acrylic paint, watercolor paint and collage.
Students will also discover printmaking techniques and methods. The 3D unit will consist of creating ceramic
and assemblage sculptures. Students will work from observation, photo references, and most importantly, their
own imaginations. All artworks will focus on implementing the elements and principles of design into their
work. Students will fully understand the elements and principles of design and participate in group and individual
critiques which will benefit their growth in the creative making process.

Drawing I Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester



Prerequisite: Intro to Art
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: Students will produce realistic and non-representational drawings that are created by
using a variety of mediums, such as pencil, charcoal, pastel, colored pencil, ink, etc. Students will create original
works based on the elements and principles of design. Students will work from observation, photo references,
and their own imaginations. Students will participate in critique sessions to gain insight which will further
enhance their work.

Drawing II (advanced) Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Art, Drawing I
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: In this course, students will have the opportunity for continued growth in their drawing
skills. Students will challenge themselves with subject matter when producing realistic and non-representational
drawings. These works will be created by using a variety of mediums, such as pencil, charcoal, pastel, colored
pencil, ink, etc. Students will create original works based on the elements and principles of design. Students will
work from observation, photo references, and their own imaginations. Students will participate in critique
sessions to gain insight which will further enhance their work.
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Painting I Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Art
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: Students will produce realistic and non-representational paintings that are created by
using acrylic and watercolor paints. The 1st half of the semester will be focusing on the techniques and methods
used when working with acrylic paints. The 2nd half, will focus on the techniques and methods of watercolor
paints. Students will create original works based on the elements and principles of design. Students will work
from observation, photo references, and their own imaginations. Students will participate in critique sessions to
gain insight which will further enhance their work.

Painting II (advanced) Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Art, Painting I
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: In this course, students will have the opportunity for continued growth in their painting
skills. Students will challenge themselves with subject matter when producing realistic and non-representational
paintings. These works will be created by using the mediums of acrylic and watercolor. Students will create
original works based on the elements and principles of design. Students will work from observation, photo
references, and their own imaginations. Students will participate in critique sessions to gain insight which will
further enhance their work.

Sculpture I Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Art
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: While in Sculpture, students will learn and practice foundational sculpting techniques,
incorporating the Elements of Design and analyzing artists’ works. This course is for the student who prefers to
create artwork that is three-dimensional. The majority of the projects will include hand building with clay. Other
projects will include working with wire, wood, plaster, and found materials. Students will gain an understanding
of artistic vocabulary. Students will work from observation, photo references, and their own imaginations.
Individual and group critique sessions will enhance the creative making process and is a valuable component for
artistic growth.



Sculpture II (advanced) Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Art, Sculpture I
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: While in Sculpture II, students will continue to practice foundational sculpting
techniques, incorporating the elements of design and principles, and analyzing artists’ works. This course is for
the student who prefers to create artwork that is three-dimensional and would like to keep building upon their
skills. As in Sculpture I, the majority of the projects will include hand building with clay and working with  wire,
wood, plaster, and found materials. Students will challenge themselves in theme choice so as to gain  further
understanding of artistic vocabulary and process of creative decision making. Students will work from
observation, photo references, and their own imaginations. Individual and group critique sessions will enhance
the creative making process and is a valuable component for artistic growth.
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Studio Art Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisite: Two advanced level courses
Required Materials: A non-mechanical pencil, eraser

Course Description: Studio Art is a course for the serious art student. Students will decide what area of
concentration that they would like to focus on. Students are challenged to develop work that demonstrates
content  as well as technical ability. Students will participate in group critiques to enhance creative growth.
Students will  create a portfolio and develop an artist statement that defines their series of work. Students
will create a minimum  of eight works that express who they are as an artist. Students will complete a
sketchbook full of their ideas that  they will use for planning and technique practice. When completed, the
portfolio may be used for college  admission, scholarships, or for future employment purposes.
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AVIATION

Introduction to Aviation Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This course will provide the foundation for advanced exploration in the areas of flying,
aerospace engineering, and unmanned aircraft systems. Students will learn about engineering practices, problem
solving, and the innovations and technological developments that have made today’s aviation and aerospace
industries possible. Students will also gain historical perspective, starting from the earliest flying machines and
leading to the wide variety of modern aircraft and the integral role they play in making today’s world work.
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AVID
AVID 9 AVID 10

AVID 11 AVID 12

AVID Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is an academic
elective course that prepares students for college and career readiness and success. AVID is
scheduled during the regular school day as a yearlong course. Each week, students receive
instruction utilizing a rigorous college preparatory curriculum provided by AVID Center,



tutor-facilitated study groups, motivational activities, and academic success skills. In AVID,
students participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on Writing, Inquiry,
Collaboration, Organization and Reading (WICOR) to support their academic and personal
growth.
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BUSINESS EDUCATION /
COMPUTERS

Introduction to Business Personal Finance

Accounting I & II Desktop Publishing

Introduction to Business Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This is a basic business course designed to acquaint students with the major activities
associated with operating a business. Students will examine economics, marketing, finance, management, and
entrepreneurial aspects of business. Overall, the course gives students a broad exposure to business operations
and a solid background for enrolling in additional business courses. Instructional methods will consist of both



small and large group discussions, case studies, and an independent student business plan.

Personal Finances Grades Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: Personal Finance will provide a foundation for understanding personal financial planning
techniques. Students will become equipped to confidently understand and discuss various aspects related to
personal finance and be able to plan for their own financial future. Students will complete hands-on projects to
reinforce learning, many of which will involve the use of technology, especially the Internet. Specific topics
discussed are: Saving and properly maintaining a checking account, financial planning, budgeting, investing,
dangers of debt and credit, insurance options, and taxes. The course should be taken by anyone interested in an
in-depth understanding of financial planning and investing strategies.

Accounting I & II Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: Accounting is not just for “accountants”. Accounting is the language of business and
application and can be used in any occupational field. It is an essential aspect of every business institution and
organization. Students will learn the basic skills necessary to complete all the transaction journaling and working
papers for a service or merchandising business. Students will complete various projects involving the completion
of financial transactions, reading financial documentation to make sound management decisions, reinforcement
activities as well as real life simulations for a full accounting cycle. This course should be taken by anyone
interesting in an advanced business degree or occupation.
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Desk Top Publishing Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course is designed to teach the fundamental principles of computer graphics and
introduce students to the basic elements and skills involved in the creation of computer graphics. We will use
Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, and InDesign as our main graphic software. These programs will provide an
opportunity for students to acquire and develop skills needed to create various types of computer-generated work
through their interactions with the software. Projects will include creating advertising layouts, magazine covers,
t-shirt designs, distorting photos layouts, etc.
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COMMUNICATIONS
English 9 English 10

English 11 English 12

AP Literature & Composition AP Language & Composition



College Now Essentials of Speaking College Now Academic Writing

**Student may substitute English 11 and English 12 with AP Language & Composition, AP
Literature & Composition, College Now Essentials of Speaking, and/or College Now Academic

Writing

English 9 Grade Level: 9 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: English 9 is a Minnesota ELA standards-based course designed to expose students to
diverse genres of literature, develop a basis for analysis, and establish an understanding of MLA style writing
and speaking. Reading strategies, writing mechanics, and speaking skills will be practiced throughout the course.

English 10 Grade Level: 10 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: This Minnesota ELA standards based course will focus on literature and writing while
helping students develop critical thinking skills. The literature will be selected from the 20th century and beyond.
Students will read several novels, short stories and non-fiction text. They will write frequently and in a variety of
forms in order to learn methods and strategies to become confident, capable academic writers. They will read and
examine their own works and those of their peers and other writers.

English 11 Grade Level: 11 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: An American literature course, that follows Minnesota ELA standards instruction, that
includes short stories, dramas, novels, poetry, and non-fiction selections. Students will read, interpret, and
evaluate these works of literature and apply specific criteria to create written and oral responses.

English 12 Grade Level: 12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: English 12 is a Minnesota ELA standards-based course designed to provide students with
the skills necessary to proficiently analyze rigorous texts, specifically British Literature, and attain
language-based academic skills applicable to the real world such as resume and research writing, and the
fostering of both inter and intrapersonal academic-based discussion.
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AP Language & Composition Grades Level: 11-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college level
rhetoric and writing curriculum, which requires students to develop evidence-based analytic and
argumentative essays that proceed through several stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite
research to support their arguments. Throughout the course, students develop a personal style by making
appropriate grammatical choices. Additionally, students read and analyze the rhetorical elements and their effects
in non-fiction texts, including graphic images as forms of text, from many disciplines and historical periods. As a
culmination of the course, the student will have the opportunity to take the AP English Language and
Composition Exam given in May. A grade of 4 or 5 on this exam is considered equivalent to a 3.3–4.0 for
comparable courses at the college or university level. A student who earns a grade of 3 or above on the exam will
be granted college credit at most colleges and universities throughout the United States.



AP Literature & Composition Grades Level: 11-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to an introductory college level
literature and humanities curriculum, which requires students to develop evidence-based analytic essays that
proceed through several stages or drafts. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite text to support their analysis.
Throughout the course, students develop a personal style by making appropriate grammatical choices. Students
read and analyze high quality literature and analyze literary elements and their effects on texts from many
disciplines and historical periods. As a culmination of the course, the student will have the opportunity to take
the AP English Literature and Composition Exam given in May. A grade of 4 or 5 on this exam is considered
equivalent to a 3.3–4.0 for comparable courses at the college or university level. A student who earns a grade of
3 or above on the exam will be granted college credit at most colleges and universities throughout the United
States.

College Now Essentials of
Speaking Grade Level: 11-12
and Listening
Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course teaches the use of verbal and nonverbal communication along with an
emphasis on research skills in order to organize and deliver four effective oral presentations: impromptu,
informative, persuasive, and a group presentation. Additional emphasis is placed on identifying and overcoming
listening barriers.
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College Now Academic Writing Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course will enable students to determine a writing purpose, generate ideas to
support a topic, determine an audience, develop a focus, and organize a written text, beginning with more
personal, or "reflective," writing and moving on to expository writing and argument. At least two papers
will involve a research component through which students begin to learn the conventions of citation and
documentation. Furthermore, the class will enable students to learn how purpose and audience affect the
content, language, and form of a written text. Students must meet minimum writing objectives as
determined by the English Department's placement procedures in order to be placed into this course.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LEARNERS



The purpose of the ELL program is to assist English language learners whose first language is not
English in the acquisition of English proficiency, cultural orientation, and content area skills necessary
for successful participation in the mainstream curriculum. Service for ELL is mandated by federal and
state laws in order to overcome language barriers that would impede equal participation in the
educational program. The ELL program provides access to a curriculum that fulfills high school
graduation requirements.

English Learner (EL) Program Grade Level: 9-12 Prerequisite: Minnesota
Language Survey, Access 2.0 testing &/or WIDA Screener

EL program is designed to help English Learners (ELs) develop basic interpersonal communication
skills (BICS) and cognitive academic language proficiency (CALP) which in turn empowers ELs to
participate in the full range of instruction activities in the regular education curriculum and in
extracurricular activities. Comprehending culturally appropriate behavior is also facilitated while
encouraging the ELs to maintain pride in their heritage.

ELL I Level 1 students Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: Students will develop language literacy skills and learn to use English to communicate in
social settings. Topics include greetings, personal information, school life, daily activities, food, family, money,
jobs, holidays, feelings, time and weather. ELs will study the basic structure of the English language and basic
academic vocabulary. The students will learn to write complete sentences and questions. Some aspects of the
American culture will be introduced.

ELL II Level 2 & 3 students Credit Value: .5

Course Description: Students will continue to develop language skills and use English in socially and
culturally appropriate ways. ELs will learn intermediate level academic vocabulary and grammar as well as
acquire strategies to improve comprehension across content areas. Students will read informational text and short
stories and learn to create paragraphs. Various aspects of the American culture will be covered.

ELL III Level 4+ students Credit Value: .5

Course Description: Students will continue to strengthen their English skills in reading, listening, writing and
speaking. ELs will learn advanced level academic vocabulary and grammar. Students will apply strategies to
enhance comprehension across content areas. Students will construct paragraphs using complex sentence
structures. Various aspects of the American culture will be discussed.
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FAMILY
AND



CONSUMER SCIENCE
Introduction to Foods Advanced Foods

Baking and Pastries Child Development

Introduction to Foods Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course is designed for the student who wants to gain skills in cooking and baking
techniques for their personal use. This is an introductory class that will help you learn how to read a recipe, use
proper measuring techniques, practice safe food preparation, and how to use kitchen tools. These skills will help
you produce good tasting meals and prepare you for cooking on your own. Topics include knife skills, nutrition,
regional cuisine, My Plate, food allergies and how to be a wise consumer.

Advanced Foods Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Introduction to Foods

Course Description: This course is designed for the student who would like to gain a better understanding of
more complicated food preparation techniques. Students will explore flavors of international cuisines, nutrition,
and food science. Students will also experiment with bread, meat, eggs, soup, and vegetarianism.

Baking and Pastries Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Introduction to Foods

Course Description: This course is designed to educate students in the art of baking and pastry making.
Students will learn the basics of mixing, shaping and baking for several baked goods including breads, cakes,
pastry dough’s, custards, cookies, candies, and confections. Regional and international baked foods are also
highlighted. In addition, students will be introduced to decorating techniques. This course includes classroom
instruction and practical lab work.
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Child Development Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course is designed to give the student a better understanding of the responsibilities
of parenting. We will focus on teen pregnancy, effective parenting skills, prenatal care, pregnancy, delivery,
developmental ages & stages, social issues centered around children, as well as examination of the theories of
child development. Students will also have the option to participate in a simulated experience of caring for an
infant.
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HEALTH
AND
PHYSICAL



EDUCATION
Health 10 Physical Activities

Weight Training Aerobic & Trending Fitness

First Responder (EMR) Course

Health 10 Grade Level: 10 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: Students will learn the importance of a well-rounded and healthy lifestyle. Activities that
build critical thinking and decision-making skills will be emphasized. Topics to be covered include the health
triangle (physical, social, emotional health), dimensions of wellness, growth and development, body systems,
diseases and disorders, drugs, alcohol, and tobacco, and CPR, injury prevention and safety.

Physical Activities Grade Level: 9 - 10 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This class is designed to teach students the importance of physical activity, and how to
maintain fitness as they age. The focus of this class is to introduce multiple activities that students can be
involved in after high school and even into late adulthood. Students will review the rules and basic skills of each
sport before competition starts. Whenever possible, students will be divided into 9/10th and 11/12th grade
sections of physical activities.

Weight Training Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This class will focus on the overall development of physical fitness through weight
training, cardiovascular training, flexibility exercises, and agility training. Students will develop their own
personal fitness plan and track their progress by putting their plan into action. Students will learn how to set up a
proper fitness program including warm-up routines, a variety of workouts, and cool-down exercises. Instruction
will be given in regards to proper form, technique, frequency, and intensity of exercises.

Aerobic and Trending Fitness Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisites: Physical Activities

Course Description: This class is designed for students interested in aerobics-based fitness and current trends
for physical activity. The course will focus on movement skills and knowledge of movements, how the body
responds to aerobic activity and will analyze new technology-based programs and apply them for practical use.

2022 – 23 30
First Responder (Emergency Medical Responder) Course
Grade Level: 10-12

The Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) course prepares the EMR student to provide pre-hospital
assessment  and care for patients of all ages with a variety of medical conditions and traumatic injuries.
Areas of study include  an introduction to emergency medical services systems, roles and responsibilities of
EMRs, anatomy and  physiology, medical emergencies, trauma, and special considerations for working in
the pre-hospital setting.



**Successful completion of this course will result in a 2-year First Responder certification
certificate through South Central College, Mankato.
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INDUSTRIAL

TECHNOLOGY/ENGINEERING
Power Tools Home Maintenance

Engineering Design Woodworking I

Woodworking II Principles of Metalworking I

Principles of Metalworking II Advanced Metalworking

Mechanical Power I Mechanical Power II



Engineering is defined as the “science by which the properties of matter and the sources of energy
in nature are made useful to man.” Engineers that design and Technicians that implement design have
overlapping skills. The course offerings in this academy will help students choosing either career path
be prepared for post-secondary training. Hands-on learning is an integral part of this program and
students will be expected to do projects in most classes. You will notice some courses are labeled
PLTW, which means they are Project Lead The Way certified courses.

Power Tools Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course teaches the proper operations of all power equipment used in the wood shop.
Students will have second half of quarter to make a wood project. This class is a prerequisite to Design and
Woodworking class. Students will practice the safety rules associated with power tools and be able to use the
tools, materials, processes and procedures of the woodworking industry.

Each student will be required to complete a project. Materials for this project will be at student’s own expense.

Home Maintenance Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: The major focus of the IHM course is to expose students to a variety of home
maintenance topics and the skills associated with them. Possible areas include, but are not limited to: concrete,
framing, plumbing, electrical wiring, insulation, drywall finishing, and painting. This course may include a
classroom component and a lab component. Students will at times work individually or in groups to complete
required tasks.
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Engineering Design Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: The major focus of the ED course is to expose students to the design process, research
and analysis, teamwork, communications methods, global and human impacts, engineering standards and
technical documentation. Students use 3D solid modeling design software to help them design solutions to solve
proposed problems. Students will learn how to document their work and communicate solutions to peers and
members of the professional community.

Woodworking I Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Power Tools

Woodworking II Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Woodworking I

Course Description: These courses are intended to give students a better understanding of woodworking.
Students will develop proficiency in using power machines and hand tools in the production of required projects
as well as design and construct a project of their choice. Machine techniques will include the table saw, jointer,



planer, router, drill, and biscuit joiner. Content of the courses include, but is not limited to: wood technology,
stock and material selection, rough milling, squaring, production techniques, mortise and tenon, tongue and
groove, and many other joinery techniques are covered in addition to finishing techniques. Students will design
and construct a project of their own.

Each student will be required to complete a project. Materials for this project will be at student’s own expense.

Principles of Metalworking I Grade Level: 10 -12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: The major focus of Principles of Metalworking I is to introduce students to working with
different types of metal processes that are used in Industry. Safety in the shop area will be a very important focus
of the class. Blueprint reading will also be covered in the class. Students will perform several different arc welds
using different rods commonly used in Industry. They will also learn how to operate a MIG welder and be
required to perform several basic welds. They will also learn the basic steps in running a Metal Lathe and Milling
machine and will produce a small project from a blueprint. They will also learn the operation of basic sheet metal
tools and a spot welder to again make a small project from sheet metal from a blue print. Students will learn
several different cutting processes of cutting metal such as using a Acetylene and Oxygen torch, a Plasma Arc
cutter, a metal cutting band saw and a metal cutting chop saw. The welding final will be checked by a CWI
(Certified Welding Inspector) just as it would be done in Industry.
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Principles of Metalworking II Grade Level: 10–12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: The major focus of Principles of Metalworking II will be to expand more on what was
covered in Principles of Metalworking I. Safety again will be stressed to the students along with more blueprint
reading. The arc welds will now be performed out of position again with several different rods used in Industry.
The students then will be required to operate a TIG welder to perform several different welds using steel, stainless
steel, and aluminum. They will be required to complete several MIG welds and several aluminum welds using a
MIG spool gun. They will also use a Torch, Plasma arc cutter, metal band saw and chop saw to cut metal. They
will also produce a more in depth project using the Metal Lathe and Milling Machine from a blueprint. The will
be required to design, draw and build a project using the skills learned in the class. The welding final will be a
TIG weld that will be inspected by a CWI (Certified Welding Inspector) just as it would be done in Industry.

Each student will be required to complete a project. Materials for this project will be at the student’s expense.

Advanced Metalworking Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: The course will require students to use what they have learned in the Principles of
Metalworking I and II in developing and producing a quality project. Safety in the shop will be stressed to the
students during their time in the shop. Students should be able to operate all welders, machine shop, and cutting
equipment in the shop area. Students will do all repair and maintenance work that comes into the shop during the
semester. This will give them real world experiences to different metals and processes that they will see in
industry. Students will be required to do more problem solving and working together on projects much as is done
in Industry. Again, they will take a welding final done on a MIG welder that will be inspected by a CWI



(Certified  Welding Inspector) as it would be done in Industry.

Each student will be required to complete a project. Materials for this project will be at the student’s own
expense.

Mechanical Power I and II Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit each

Course Description: The course will begin with the study of small Gasoline engines progressing to larger and
more complex engines as the progress of the class permits. (Examples: chain saw, snowmobiles, motorcycles,
etc.) Emphasis will be placed on the theory of the internal combustion engines as well as practical application
work on such engines. Second half of quarter will include some basic automotive service and maintenance. (e.g.
tune-ups, service, replacement of parts, etc. This course has included some engine swaps and engine rebuilding
in the past.) Students will be able to understand basic theories of operation of a small gas engine, appreciate and
use good mechanical procedures, perform maintenance on small gas engines, and basic automotive service and
maintenance.

Each student will be required to complete a project. Materials for this project will be at the student’s own
expense.
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MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
Suggested Course Sequences

Following is a suggested math sequence for students enrolled at LSH High School. Participation in a
specific plan is usually based on student interests and abilities plus future plans upon graduation.
There is always some flexibility for students to move from one plan to another, but participation in
specific classes is subject to the approval of the department / teacher. If there is doubt in the selection
of a particular course, the student / parent should seek the advice of the instructor. Courses marked
with a
‘*’ are required for graduation in the specific Plan A or B.

PLAN A: This plan is suitable for students who have demonstrated high achievement in mathematics
at advanced levels. This is an advanced / accelerated sequence which will focus on more
advanced topics. Students who are considering a career in a math or science related field
and students who have consistently received a B or better should consider following this
plan. Students successfully completing this plan will meet all of the math requirements
under the Minnesota Graduation Standards.

PLAN B: This plan is recommended for all students who are not in Plan A. The vast majority of
students should register for this plan. A student successfully following this plan for three



years will complete all of the math requirements under the Minnesota Graduation
Standards.

Plan A Plan B

Grade 7 Accelerated Math 7 Math 7

Grade 8 Accelerated Algebra I Linear Algebra I

Grade 9 Accelerated Geometry * Geometry*

Grade 10 Accelerated Algebra II * Non-Linear
Algebra/Probabilities &
Statistics*

Grade 11 Pre-Calculus* Algebra II *

Grade 12 AP Calculus Pre-Calculus

In grades 9-12, for year-long classes, students must pass
Semester 1 to continue on to Semester 2
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MATHEMATICS
Geometry Non-Linear Algebra/Probabilities

&  Statistics

Algebra II Accelerated Geometry

Accelerated Algebra II Pre-Calculus

AP Calculus Algebra Essentials

College Prep Math AP Statistics

Algebra Essentials Grade Level: 9  (Teacher recommendation)
Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course is designed to close the gap in basic math and algebra skills. Students will
gain confidence in their math ability. Skills reviewed will be operations of rational numbers including integers,
fractions & decimals. Additional topics covered will be solving multi-step equations, solving/graphing multi step



inequalities, represent linear functions in a variety of formats and translate from one to the other. Finally,  students
will write linear equations in various forms and convert between these forms. Time permitting, students  will
learn basic trigonometry. This class will adjust to meet the needs of the students taking the class.

Geometry (Plan B) Grade Level: 9 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: This course is designed as an introductory course of geometry. It aims to develop skills of
spatial visualization, gain basic understanding of coordinate Geometry and recognize the way in which Algebra
and Geometry complement each other and understand the role of inductive and deductive reasoning. Topics
include basics of geometry, reasoning and proofs, parallel and perpendicular lines, transformation, congruent
triangles, similar triangles, triangle relationships, right triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, right triangle
trigonometry, circles, surface area and volume of solids. Minnesota math standards are  covered in this course.

Non-Linear Algebra / Probabilities Grade Level: 10 & Statistics (Plan B)
Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: This course reviews and advances the understanding of solving/graphing/applying linear
equations, functions, inequalities, systems of equations and sequences. New topics covered will be linear
transformations, polynomials, factoring, solving/graphing quadratic and exponential functions, solving radical
functions, probability and statistics. Minnesota math standards are covered in this course.
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Algebra II (Plan B) Grade Level: 11 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Non-Linear Algebra

Course Description: This course will expose students to the standard concepts of algebra along with more
detailed topics related to algebra. Some of the standard concepts presented are solving/writing linear equations,
graphing linear functions, function notation, solving inequalities, factoring, and solving systems of
equations/inequalities. More advanced algebraic topics include complex numbers, solving, graphing, and writing
of quadratic functions and other polynomial functions. Properties and scenarios involving roots, powers, and
radicals will also be included. Exponential growth/decay, logarithms, and rational functions, sequences and series
will make up the remainder of these advanced topics. Trigonometry will also be covered throughout the year. In
addition, students will be exposed to numerous real-life applications within all of these topics described. MCA
and ACT preparation will be included throughout semester 2. Minnesota math standards are covered in this
course.

Accelerated Geometry (Plan A) Grade Level: 9 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: B- or better in all four quarters of Accelerated Algebra I

Course Description: This course is designed for students that have a high level of interest and have
demonstrated above average ability in mathematics. Accelerated Geometry relies heavily upon algebra to
develop skills of spatial visualization, gain understanding of coordinate Geometry and recognize the way in
which Algebra and Geometry complement each other and understand the role of inductive and deductive
reasoning. Topics include basics of geometry, reasoning and proofs, parallel and perpendicular lines,
transformation, congruent triangles, similar triangles, triangle relationships, right triangles, quadrilaterals,
polygons, right triangle trigonometry, circles, surface area and volume of solids. A detailed study of Euclidian
theorems, postulates, and definitions along with problem solving applications will be stressed. Minnesota math
standards are covered in this course.



Accelerated Algebra II (Plan A) Grade Level: 10 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: B- or better in both semesters of Accelerated Geometry

Course Description: This course is recommended for students have demonstrated strong ability and high
interest in mathematics. This course will expose students to the standard concepts of algebra along with more
detailed topics related to algebra. Some of the standard concepts presented are solving/writing linear equations,
graphing linear functions, function notation, solving inequalities, factoring, and solving systems of
equations/inequalities. More advanced algebraic topics include complex numbers, solving, graphing, and writing
of quadratic functions and other polynomial functions. Properties and scenarios involving roots, powers, and
radicals will also be included. Exponential growth/decay, logarithms, and rational functions, sequences and series
will make up the remainder of these advanced topics. Trigonometry will also be covered throughout the year. In
addition, students will be exposed to numerous real-life applications within all of these topics described.
Minnesota math standards are covered in this course.
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Pre-Calculus (Plans A or B) Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Grade of B- or better in both semesters of Algebra II or Accelerated Algebra II

Course Description: This course will provide a bridge between Accelerated Algebra II or Algebra II and
Calculus. Included is the study of polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions and
their graphs. Analytic trigonometry, including formulas and identities is covered in detail. If time permits other
topics may include conic sections, determinants and matrices, and limits. It is strongly recommended students
purchase their own graphing calculators (recommended: TI84+). Students will have access to a classroom set of
TI84+ calculators while in class only.

AP Calculus (Plan A) Grade Level: 12 Credit Value: 1
credit
Prerequisite: B- or better in both semesters of Pre-Calculus

Course Description: This course is Calculus of a Single Variable and is intended for those students who are
considering career areas such as mathematics, science, engineering, physics, medicine, and certain business
areas. This course begins with a review of algebraic and trigonometric topics. Limits and their properties,
including infinite limits will be covered. Differentiation will be covered in great detail including the tangent line
problem, basic differentiation rules and rates of change, product and quotient rules, higher-order derivatives, the
chain rule, implicit differentiation, and related rates. Application of differentiation such as extrema and
optimization problems, Rolle’s Theorem, Mean Value Theorem, increasing and decreasing functions, the first
derivative test, concavity and the second derivative test. Integration will also be covered in great detail including
antiderivatives, indefinite and definite integrals, area, the first and second fundamental theorems of calculus,
integration by substitution. This course includes calculus with logarithmic, exponential, and trigonometric
functions as well as slope fields, area and volume problems.

College Prep Math Grade Level: 12 Credit Value: .5 credit



Prerequisite: Algebra II, Accelerated Algebra II or Pre-Calculus

Course Description: Keep your math skills in-tune by taking this class and not having a year off of math prior
to vocational school and/or college. This course is designed for seniors who are planning on attending a
vocational school, 2 or 4-year college. This course reviews topics covered in Algebra II along with the following
topics: add, subtract, multiply and divide fractions without a calculator, solve multi-step equations, review linear
and non-linear algebra skills, transformations, probability and statistics, and basic trigonometry. This course also
covers preparation materials for standardized tests such as: college entrance exams, Accuplacer, and ACT. This
class will adjust to meet the needs of the students taking this class.

AP Statistics Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester
Prerequisites: Algebra II or Advanced Algebra II

Course Description: Students learn about the major concepts and tools used for collecting, analyzing, and
drawing conclusions from data. Students will explore statistics through discussion and activities, and design
surveys and experiments. Specific skills covered include selecting methods for collecting or analyzing data,
describing patterns, trends, associations, and relationships in data, using probability and simulation to describe
probability distributions and define uncertainty in statistical inference, and using statistical reasoning to draw
appropriate conclusions and justify claims.
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MUSIC
Concert Band Concert Choir

Women’s Choir

Concert Band Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: 7th and 8th gr. Band

Course Description: This course is open to all students who have previous band experience. In Concert Band,
students will strive to master their instrumental skills developed in Middle School Band by exploring a variety of
music from all styles, eras, and cultures. Students will also be given the opportunity to broaden their musical
abilities by participating in the following:

• Pep Band - Students are required to attend a specific number of pep events as stated in the course  syllabus
• Jazz Band - An extracurricular opportunity that rehearses twice a week before school. Jazz band  performs

twice a year: Holiday Concert and Evening of Jazz Concert
• Large Group Contest - A requirement for all Concert Band Students
• Solo and Ensemble Contest - An extracurricular opportunity for students who seek to develop their

personal musicianship and small ensemble rehearsal skills
• Band Trip - Every other year, the band will tour to various destinations and get the opportunity to  perform

in multiple venues for a variety of audiences

Students will be given a small group lesson once a week. Throughout the course of the year, written assignments
and playing assessments will be given to fulfill National and State Arts Standards. Participating students will also
have the opportunity to earn an activity letter (requirements listed in the course syllabus). The Concert Band
performs multiple times a year: Fall Concert, Veteran’s Day Program, Holiday Concert, Spring Concert, Large



Group Contest, All Bands Concert (as well as Homecoming, Snow Week, and Graduation).

Women’s Choir Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: Women’s choir is a prerequisite (but is not limited to) for girls who want to be future
Concert Choir members. The atmosphere is ideal for developing voices. Women’s choir provides students with
an opportunity to sing, understand, and appreciate music from a wide variety of styles, cultures, and historical
periods. Emphasis will be placed on increasing the proficiency of each singer in an individual and ensemble
setting by developing skills in sight reading and music theory, and enhancing the level of musicianship in
rehearsal and performance. The choirs perform at several concerts, community events, and at area schools
throughout the year. Voice lessons and solo/ensemble activities are available to interested students.
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Concert Choir Grade Level: Boys 9-12 Credit Value: 1 credit Girls 10-12

Course Description: The Concert Choir provides students with an opportunity to sing, understand, and
appreciate music from a wide variety of styles, cultures, and historical periods. Emphasis will be placed on
increasing the proficiency of each singer in an individual and ensemble setting by developing skills in sight
reading and music theory, and enhancing the level of musicianship in rehearsal and performance. The Concert
Choir attends the Minnesota State Large Group Festival to compete with other surrounding schools within our
area. Every two years, a trip is planned to seek out exchange performances from other high schools and critiques
from musicians at the destination. The choirs perform at several concerts, community events, and at area schools
throughout the year. Voice lessons and solo/ensemble activities are available to interested students.
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NURSING
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)

Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per
semester
Prerequisites:
Required Materials:



Course Description: This course is designed to give students the necessary skills and knowledge to work in a
long-term care facility. The course will focus on providing basic nursing skills as well as education related to the
emotional and psychosocial needs of the elderly population. Students will have classroom curriculum and
education along with at least 16 hours of supervised clinical training experience in a local long-term care facility.
Clinical experience will take place outside of school hours and off school premises, students will be responsible
for their own transportation. Upon completion of this course students will be equipped to complete the state
competency exam which includes both a written exam and skills demonstration. Students are responsible for the
exam fee.
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SCIENCE
Physical Science Biology

General Chemistry AP Biology

Human Anatomy & Physiology Environmental Science

Physics



Physical Science Grade Level: 9 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: Students will be asked to show up prepared with a scientific calculator, folder or other
system to stay organized, notebook and things to write with. The Physical Science course studies chemistry and
physics. In these studies, students will use models, diagrams and mathematical skills such as graphing to make
predictions, determine trends, and support arguments and ideas with evidence. Some specific topics are chemical
reactions, learning about the periodic table structure of atoms, phases of matter, and acid-base reactions. In the
second semester students will study thermodynamics, motion, forces and Newton's Laws, work and power,
waves and optics, and electricity. These topics are aligned with the Minnesota State Science Standards and focus
on preparing students with critical thinking skills so that students can be successful in school.

Biology Grade Level: 10 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: In this course key concepts and unifying themes work together to help students develop a
coherent view of life. Topics include: Nature of Science, Chemistry of Life, Cell Structure and Function, Cell
Reproduction, Genetics and Heredity, Evolution and Natural, Ecology, and Immunity.

General Chemistry Grade Level: 11 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisites: Algebra; Physical Science 9

Course Description: Students will be asked to show up prepared with a scientific calculator, folder or other
system to stay organized, notebook and things to write with. This course studies topics in general chemistry that
meet the state standards for Chemistry while preparing students for analytical thinking beyond high school.
Topics include: Matter and Energy, Reaction Rates, Atomic Structure and Chemical Bonding, Chemical
Formulas and Chemical Equations, Solutions Chemistry, Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis,
Thermodynamics, and an Introduction to Organic Chemistry. To study different aspects of chemistry Students
will have laboratory experiences, discussions, classroom activities, calculations, make predictions and work on
scientific writing in the second semester.
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AP Biology Grade Level: 12 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisites: General Chemistry

Course Description: AP Biology is
designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course. Taking the AP exam and earning a score
of 3 - 5 (depending on the college/university) will earn you college credit. This course includes topics regularly
covered in a collegiate biology course for biology majors and is therefore very rigorous and advanced. Taking
this course does not guarantee that you will take and pass the AP exam. The main goal of this course is to
prepare students for the rigor and demands of college courses, not to gain college credit (that part is an extra
bonus). AP Biology aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical
skills necessary to deal critically with the rapidly changing science of biology, as well as instill the skills and
discipline of individual study habits required for self-initiated learning.

Human Anatomy and Physiology Grades Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course is intended for students interested in pursuing a career in health care



professions or other science related fields. Anatomy and physiology is a discussion and laboratory based study of
the structures, functions and the interdependence of the processes of the human body. The study will range from
molecules, cells, body systems, processes, and the interdependence of processes to maintain homeostasis.
Dissections of whole animal or other appropriate organs will complement course work. Human Anatomy builds
upon basic concepts of biology and chemistry and seeks to provide students with a fundamental understanding of
the various systems of the human body.

Environmental Science Grades Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: Environmental science is an elective course that will expand beyond the ecological and
sustainability concepts required for students to learn in general biology. This course will focus on a variety of
different topics in environmental science, ecology, and the challenges we face maintaining a sustainable planet
today and in the future. Students will learn about topics such as general ecology, biotic and abiotic factors, how
different organisms interact with their environment, ecosystems, biomes, ecological population growth patterns,
predator-prey cycles, biodiversity, natural resources, pollution, and global warming. To learn about these topics
students will have the opportunity to participate in discussions, labs, and field experiences.

Physics Grades Level: 11-12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: Physics is a class designed for students who have a unique interest in applying their
mathematical skills. A strong background in algebra is recommended to be successful in modeling and
calculating fundamental laws in the function and structure of the universe. Topics include diagramming
forces in one, two, and three dimensions, Isaac Newton’s fundamental laws of motion, gravity, properties of
waves and other oscillatory systems, light and refraction, electrons and their behaviors in electrical and
magnetic fields, and additional topics in the quantum nature of reality.
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SOCIAL STUDIES
American History World History

AP World History American Government

AP American Government Economics

World Geography Street Law

Psychology

American History Grade Level: 9 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: This is a chronological survey course. This class will help students to understand our
national heritage and accomplishments throughout our history. American History covers Pre-Columbian



America, the Age of Exploration, Revolutionary War, growth and expansion of a new nation, the Civil War and
Reconstruction, west-ward expansion and the conflicts that ensue, Immigration and Urbanization, the Era of
Reform, WWI, Interwar Period (Roaring 20’s/Great Depression), WWII, Cold War and Vietnam. Students will
learn events from the past that will help provide context for the present, as well as connect history to present
day events.

World History Grade Level: 10 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: 10th grade World History is a year long course. 1st semester focuses on the ancient
histories of Sumeria, Egypt, China, Greece, Rome and on up to the feudalistic cultures of Europe and Asia. The
focus of the second semester is on the development of western civilization and its effects on the rest of the world.
Major topics covered include: Columbian Trade, the Renaissance, the Age of Revolutions, the Industrial
Revolution, and the World Wars effects on the 20th and 21st centuries. Methods will concentrate on chapter note
taking followed by discussion with a question and answer format; along with numerous small group activities.
Assessments will be mainly comprised of chapter guided readings, small group activities and projects, and
chapter tests that include multiple choice, matching, and short answer format. Students will be expected to attend
class, take notes, participate in classroom discussions, complete guided readings, and prepare for tests
individually and in small groups.

OR

AP World History Grade Level: 10 Credit Value: 1 credit
Course Description: 10th grade AP World History is a year long course. 1st semester focuses on the ancient
histories of Sumeria, Egypt, China, Greece, Rome and on up to the feudalistic cultures of Europe and Asia. The
focus of the second semester is on the development of western civilization and its effects on the rest of the world.
Major topics covered include: Columbian Trade, the Renaissance, the Age of Revolutions, the Industrial
Revolution, and the World Wars effects on the 20th and 21st centuries. In May, students will have a chance to
take the AP World History Test. If a student passes the test there is the opportunity the test will count towards a
college credit. The test itself will focus on the years from 1200 C.E. to modern times. Methods will concentrate

2022 – 23 44
on chapter note taking followed by discussion with a question and answer format; along with numerous small
group activities. Assessments will be mainly comprised of chapter guided readings, small group activities and
projects, and chapter tests that include multiple choice, matching, and short answer format. Students will be
expected to attend class, take notes, participate in classroom discussions, complete guided readings, and prepare
for tests individually and in small groups.

American Government Grade Level: 11 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: American Government provides students with an understanding of civic life, politics, and
government, along with a short history of American government’s foundation and development. Students will
learn how power and responsibility are shared and limited by government, the impact American politics has on
world affairs, and the place of law in the American constitutional system. This course will consist of the
following areas of study: different governmental systems, an understanding of the basic rights and
responsibilities or U.S. citizenship, important documents and their impact on our life, a study of political parties
and the voting process, and a review of the three branches of government and how each work together.

OR

AP American
Government Grade Level:
11 Credit Value: .5 credit



Course Description: AP United State Government and Politics is a year long, college level course offered to
students who wish to be academically challenged. It is a survey course that provides an introduction into the
operation of the United States Government. With a focus on the five “Big Ideas in U.S. Government and
Politics,” students will gain a deeper understanding and knowledge of the United States government. The five
“Big Ideas” include: Foundations of American Democracy, Interaction Among Branches of Government, Civil
Liberties and Civil Rights, American Political Ideologies and Beliefs, and Political Participation.

Economics Grade Level: 11 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: Economics will deal with the basic theory of a Market Economy. In doing so, the
economic history of the U.S. will be incorporated into the material. Students will study the theories of Micro and
Macro Economics. Current economic problems will be discussed and attempts made to show how theory works
in practice.

World Geography Grade Level: 12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Course Description: 12th grade geography is a year long course that focuses on political, physical and human
geography. Students will describe and understand political and physical locations, history, culture, and the
current status of countries and cultures throughout much of the world. Students will have a choice to take the
course in a traditional classroom setting or blended, in which a good portion of the course is taken online.
Instructional methods include a combination of online research and writing, note taking, reading, videos, online
chapter quizzes, and unit tests. This class is taught in two formats; 1) Traditional - students will attend class, take
notes, complete online chapter quizzes, prepare for tests individually and in a small group, and participate in
group discussions; 2) Blended - students will attend class when required by the classroom instructor, read the
chapters, follow online notes, complete online quizzes, and prepare for tests and take those tests in the classroom.
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Street Law Grades Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Course Description: This course focuses on practical law for citizens including criminal, civil, consumer,
family and housing law. Students will study the in-depth rights and responsibilities they have as citizens.
Students will also get the opportunity to use their knowledge from the American Government course they have
taken, and apply it to what they are learning in Street Law to help them better understand the content. In this
class, we will touch on broad, and even some specific legal topics to give students a better understanding of law
and how it affects you in real life. Looking at specific cases and stories will give students the opportunity to take
a glance into how the government decides what to do in certain situations. There will also be opportunities to
watch movies in class that pertain to the subject in which we are focusing on. For example, “Runaway Jury” is
shown to the class so students get the idea of how a jury can be influenced by outside distractions over a long
period of time.

Psychology Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: This is an introductory Psychology course that will introduce students to the basic
concepts and theories related to understanding human behavior. Content will include human development,
abnormal behavior, understanding and measuring personality, psychotherapy, intellectual ability, memory,
perception, biological influences on behavior, and social issues.
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SPECIAL EDUCATION
Special Education services are offered for all students with disabilities. Based on each student’s
unique needs classes are offered in reading, writing, and math. Classes are taught in small groups in
the special education setting or in the general education setting. Special education teachers work
closely with the general education reading and math teachers to work on grade level standards while
also working on individual goals for each student. The following courses are designed to help the
student with  disabilities become more successful academically:

English Skills 9-10
Course Description: This course provides direct reading and writing instruction by a special educator in the
area of functional and applied English. It is designed to increase students' reading, writing, listening and
speaking skills. An emphasis will be placed on the following: spelling, vocabulary, grammar, listening and
reading comprehension, and speaking and writing. Students will learn about levels of questioning,
comparing and contrasting, key points in text, cause and effect, and five paragraph writing. Novels used in
class will be determined based on the skills and abilities of students. Students enrolled in this class must have
reading and or writing goals on their IEP and demonstrate a need for individualized or small group learning.
This course takes the place of a general education English class.



English Skills 11-12
Course Description: This course provides direct reading, writing, and speaking instruction by a special
educator in the areas of functional and applied English. It is designed to increase students' knowledge and
skills in informational, expository, and persuasive texts using many different strategies. An emphasis will be
placed on the following: grade level vocabulary, reading comprehension, and writing and speaking skills.
Students will learn more about how to write multi-page essays using text evidence citations; public speaking;
and analyzing and interpreting texts (including novels) that are related to their skill and ability levels.
Students enrolled in this class must have reading and or writing goals on their IEP and demonstrate a need
for individualized or small group learning. This course takes the place of a general education English class.

Skills Math
Course Description: This math course provides direct instruction by a teacher licensed in special education.
This course focuses on skills functional and applied mathematic skills ranging from problem solving,
decimals, fractions, time, money, positive and negative integers, and percentages. Students placed in this
class must have a math goal on their IEP and demonstrate a need for direct instruction in the area. This
course takes the place of a general education math class.

Math Fundamentals
Course Description: This math course provides direct instruction by a teacher licensed in special education.
The course focuses on basic Geometry and Algebra skills such as solving equations, finding area and
perimeter, problem solving, and also includes some real-life math skills such as fractions in relation to
cooking and decimals in relation to money. This course is designed for students who require specialized
instruction in math and have math goals listed on their IEPs. This course takes the place of a general
education math class.
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College and Career Transition 11-12
Course Description: This course will be individualized according to each student’s needs. Students will work
towards a transition plan post high school either in the military, workforce or college. Students will spend
time working on understanding of renting an apartment, credit scores, interviewing and job skills. Students
will spend time working independently on academics as well as receiving academic support.

Study Skills 9-10
Course Description: This course will be individualized according to each student’s needs. Students will work
towards self-advocacy, career research, achieving goals, improving grades, passing classes, being organized
and preparing to be an independent learner. Special education teachers will work in conjunction with
classroom teacher’s requirements.

Social Skills
Course Description: Social Skills is designed for students who have an Individualized Education Plan in
grades 9-12. Students that are recommended for taking this class are ones that could benefit from
individualized assistance with communication in all environments (Home, School, Employment,
Community). The classroom instruction is designed to be individualized to each student’s needs. Students
will be assisted with skills that are identified on the Individualized Education Plan as a goal of theirs. Skills
that are taught throughout this class include, verbal and nonverbal communication, developing and
maintaining friendships, perspective taking, organization, and self-advocacy. This class can be taken each
semester throughout your 9-12 grade years.

Math Skills



Course Description: This course provides direct math instruction by special educators. This course focuses on
skills ranging from basic computation, math fluency, problem-solving, story problems, money, measurement,
time, fractions, and decimals, budgeting, comparison shopping, banking, basic geometry, and other math
skills as stated in the IEP. Students placed in the class must have a math goal on their IEP and demonstrate a
need for direct instruction in the area. This course takes the place of a general education Math  class.

Reading Skills
Course Description: This course provides direct reading and writing instruction by special educators in the
area of functional and applied English. This class is designed to increase students Letter recognition, spelling,
sight word recognition, functional word recognition, phonics, fluency, comprehension, real-life reading,
journal writing, writing, literature, and other language skills as stated in the IEP.

Life Skills
Course Description: Life skills Class is available for special education students setting. Students will increase
awareness of their needs and issues with transitioning from school to after high school. This class focuses on
the five transition areas of the IEP: Post Secondary Education, Jobs and Job Training, Community
Participation, Recreation and Leisure, and Home Living skills. In this class, students will gain skills in these
five areas of transition. Some things focus on in the course are Time, money sense, comparison shopping,
banking, functional word recognition, phone book skills, newspaper skills, reading labels, meal planning and
preparation, public transportation, job skills, computer skills, grooming, organizational skills, recreational
games, arts and crafts, joy reading, social skills, communication, completing forms, giving directions,
laundry skills, restaurant skills, budgeting, volunteering, and other life skills as stated in the IEP

School to Work
Course Description: This course is designed to help students make a successful transition from school to
work. Students will earn one-half (.50) credit for the classroom seminar component and another one-half
(.50) credit for the work-based learning experience. The following topics are examples of what will be
discussed in the classroom: career exploration and guidance, postsecondary education and professional
training, career readiness, work safety, child labor laws, employability skills, employment earnings and
benefits, student leadership activities, and other work-related information. A paid or unpaid work
experience in the community will give students the opportunity to apply what they’ve learned in the
classroom to the jobsite. This class will provide opportunities to build career awareness and develop
critical thinking, decision-making, and problem solving skills.
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WORLD LANGUAGE
American Sign Language I American Sign Language II

Spanish I Spanish II

Spanish III Spanish IV

Two (2) years of a world language are required for admittance to a 4-year state college or
university in Minnesota. Many private colleges prefer three (3) or more years of a World
Language.

American Sign Language I Grade Level: 9 -12 Credit Value: 1 credit

Materials required: notebook, folder, writing utensil and whiteboard marker.



Course Description: Welcome to the 3rd most commonly used language in the USA! This year long course is an
introduction to American Sign Language and the Culture of people who are Deaf in the United States. In this
course students will learn vocabulary for basic interpersonal communications both asking questions and
responding to questions, cultural behaviors, correct facial grammar and grammatical structure, fingerspelling as
well as the history of the Deaf Community. Visual communication rather than spoken language is required in this
course. Students will be expected to use ASL daily. Students will focus on receptive and expressive
understanding to develop interpersonal communication skills. Successful students should have strong memory
skills, willingness to participate in class (in a visual language), good study habits (daily reviewing and homework
are necessary). Assessment of student progress is expressive and receptive. Students should expect to produce
videos of their work. Students must successfully pass semester one to enroll in semester two.
NOTE: ASL may not be a good choice if students have difficulty maintaining eye contact and being attentive to
visual input.

American Sign Language II Grade Level: 10–12 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: ASL I with a C- or better

Materials required: notebook, folder, writing utensil and whiteboard marker.

Course Description: Welcome back! This course will build upon ASL I, continuing to develop language
competence for interpersonal communication and an understanding of the culture and history of people who are
Deaf in the United States. Visual communication rather than spoken language is used in this course, students
should expect to use ASL daily and spoken language should be left at the door (Goal is 95% target language).
Students will continue to focus on receptive and expressive understanding to develop more in-depth interpersonal
communication skills. Successful students should have strong memory skills, willingness to participate in class
(in a visual language), good study habits (daily reviewing and homework are necessary). Students must
successfully pass semester one to enroll in semester two.
NOTE: ASL may not be a good choice if students have difficulty maintaining eye contact and being attentive to
visual input.
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Spanish I Grade Level: 9-12 Credit Value: .5 credit

Materials required: 1notebook and 1 vocabulary notebook, 1 folder used JUST for Spanish
(preferably Magenta in color) and a writing utensil

Course Description: Spanish I students will learn basic Spanish grammar, including pronouns, present tense
verb conjugations, spelling and accents, adjectives, and adverbs. Some of the vocabulary topics include
describing people and things, school, likes and dislikes, free time activities, question words, making plans,
talking about meals, ordering in a restaurant, and family. Additionally, students will learn about the different
Spanish speaking countries and their specific cultures and holidays. Students will listen, sing, and dance to
Spanish music. By the end of Spanish I, students have the potential to conduct basic communications about the
topics studied. Homework is assigned regularly and speaking in Spanish during class is expected on a daily basis.
The basis for Student Success: Strong memory skills and good study habits are important considerations in
language study selection. Independent, daily review of vocabulary and grammar concepts is highly
recommended. Students must successfully pass semester one to enroll in semester two.

Spanish II Grade Level: 10-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Spanish I with a C average or better

Materials required: 1 notebook and 1 Vocabulary notebook, 1 folder used JUST for Spanish
(preferably Teal or Blue in color) and a writing utensil



Course Description: Spanish II builds upon the foundations laid in Spanish I. Students will focus heavily on
grammatical structures and vocabulary. They will further their writing, listening, reading and speaking skills.
Some of the vocabulary topics include hobbies and pastimes, health and fitness, daily routines, household chores,
shopping for clothes and gifts, travel and daily routines. Grammatical structures include the preterit verb tense,
reflexive verbs, informal commands. By the end of Spanish II, students have the potential to conduct more
detailed and lengthy communications about the topics studied. Additionally, students will learn about the
different Spanish speaking countries, their specific cultures, music, and holidays. Regular oral participation is
expected. The basis for Student Success: Strong memory skills and good study habits are important
considerations in language study selection. Independent, daily review of vocabulary and grammar concepts is
highly recommended. Students must successfully pass semester one to enroll in semester two.
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Advanced Spanish III Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5
Prerequisite: Spanish II with a B- or better and teacher recommendation

Materials required: 1 Notebook and 1 Folder, 1 Vocabulary notebook and a writing utensil

Course Description: Advanced Spanish III continues to build on the foundations laid in Spanish I and
Spanish  II. The class will be primarily conducted in Spanish, and students are expected to speak in Spanish
the majority  of the time. Students will continue to practice and expand their Spanish language
communication skills and a  greater emphasis will be placed on writing and speaking skills. Some
vocabulary topics of study include health  and well being, school activities and extracurricular activities,
your community, childhood, natural disasters and  emergencies, cooking, travel. Grammatical structures
include the present perfect and future verb tenses, the  subjunctive and present perfect subjunctive as well as
review of formal and informal commands and preterit and  imperfect verb tenses. By the end of Spanish III,
students will have the potential to conduct more fluid, detailed,  and lengthy communications about the
topics studied. Additionally, students will learn about different Spanish  speaking countries, their specific
cultures, music, and holidays. The basis for Student Success: Strong memory  skills and good study habits
are important considerations in language study selection. Independent, daily review  of vocabulary and
grammar concepts is highly recommended. Students must successfully pass semester one to  enroll in
semester two.

Advanced Spanish IV Grade Level: 12 Credit Value: .5
Prerequisite: Spanish III with a B- or better and teacher recommendation

Course Description: Students will further develop their oral, listening, and composition, reading
comprehension, and intermediate grammar skills. They will also study literature. Students will work
intensely  on integrating the four modalities of reading, writing, listening, and speaking and will use a



variety of authentic  resources (newspapers, radio shows, etc.) Topics will include the future, professions
and multimedia. Spanish  IV will be conducted completely in Spanish and students are expected to use
Spanish with their teacher and peers  in class. Students will continue to work on advanced grammatical
structures, while studying a variety of  vocabulary topics. The basis for Student Success: Strong memory
skills and good study habits are important  considerations in language study selection. Independent, daily
review of vocabulary and grammar concepts is  highly recommended. Students must successfully pass
semester one to enroll in semester two.
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HEALTHCARE ACADEMY
Health Care Core Foundations Medical Terminology

Health Care Core Foundations Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Application required

Course Description: This course will focus on the requirements needed by healthcare professionals to
effectively work in a variety of healthcare settings and explore workplace skills such as accountability and
responsibility, workplace behavior, approaches to assist clients, and expectations of teams and team members.
This course provides a framework for healthcare workers to interact with diverse clients and staff, including
belief systems, cultural practices, and respect and sensitivity to cultural, gender, and age issues. Identifying
elements of communication and how those elements can develop into effective communication within the
healthcare setting is a key focus, as well as learning when and how to utilize those skills in challenging
situations. Health care ethics will be addressed and target ethical decision-making and personal and professional
values. Legal issues in healthcare will round out the course, concentrating on healthcare laws and social media in
healthcare. Healthcare safety and standards precautions will be incorporated, as well as personal wellness for the
healthcare professional. This course was designed as a part of the Minnesota Health Care Core Curriculum.

Format: Blended (face-to-face instruction and online)
SCC Course Title: Health Care Core Foundations, HC1525



Medical Terminology Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Application required

Course Description: This course is an introduction to the language of medicine that is used in the health care
profession. The student will learn to spell, pronounce, define, and interpret medical terminology related to body
structure, disease, diagnosis, and treatment.

Format: Blended (face-to-face instruction and online)

SCC

Course Title: Medical Terminology, HC1000
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INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY

Foundation of Computing Web for Business

Foundations of Computing Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Application required

Course Description: This course introduces the student to the world of information systems. Students
will  explore the history of computing, career opportunities in information technology, computer concepts
as they  apply to a business environment, basic web page development, command-line interfaces, file
management  principles, computer numbering systems, and data base principles. Students will also receive
initial exposure to  computer programming and algorithms through the use of problem analysis,
pseudo-code, and entry level  programming languages.

Format: Blended (face-to-face instruction and online)
SCC Course Title: Foundations of Computing, COMP1120

Web for Business Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 credit
Prerequisite: Application required



Course Description: This course approaches developing websites from a business point of view. As a
result  of this course, students will understand the underlining of the web technology and be able to create
and publish  web pages according to the World Wide Web Consortium standards. Students will utilize
Hyper-Text Markup  Language (HTMP) and Cascading Style Sheets (CSS) to build, and Search Engine
Optimization (SEO) methods  to promote a website. No previous experience with HTML or programming
is required
.
Format: Blended (face-to-face instruction and online)
SCC Course Title: Web for Business, COMP1140
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EXPLORING CAREERS IN
EDUCATION

Education 101: Introduction to Education

Education 101: Introduction to Education Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: 1 credit
Prerequisite: Application required

Course Description: Students will explore a variety of careers in education (teaching, counseling, social
work,  psychology, library media, administration) through research, naturalistic observation. Students will
identify developmental needs of young children and how to help them meet these needs in an educational
setting. Also,  students will job shadow a practicing professional in education and engage in academic service
learning with  school-age youth. Reflective journaling paired with reading, discussions, and a class seminar
format will facilitate  growth toward career choice, culminating in a Capstone Paper in which the ‘fit’ between
self and a possible career  in education is detailed. This course requires students to dedicate two class periods
in their schedule.

Format: Online
MSU - Mankato Course Title: Exploring Careers in Education, KSP150
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NON-DEPARTMENTAL
COURSES

Youth Apprenticeship Grade Level: 11-12 Credit Value: .5 per semester

Course Description: Youth Apprenticeship is a year-long work-based learning program which provides
important skills for lifelong learning and career advancement in a specific career pathway. It is intended for
students 16 years of age and older and is a paid experience that requires a minimum of 60 hours of work-based
learning. This program includes on-the-job learning as well as classroom instruction. Youth Apprenticeship
partnerships are formed locally with the school district’s Youth Apprenticeship Coordinator. Semester one will
consist of classroom learning and semester two will consist of on-the-job training.
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OTHER

EDUCATIONAL
OPTIONS

Tutor/Teacher Assistant Program Independent Study Program

Job Skills Ziebarth Area Learning Center

Tutor/Teacher Assistant Program
Credit Value: .25 credit

Will be graded as Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory

A student in good academic standing may earn 1/4 credit for providing tutoring/teacher assistant
services. A student wishing to become a tutor or teacher assistant would need to be approved by the
teacher in consultation with the counselor.

Independent Study Program

In the Independent Study Program a student has an opportunity to pursue a particular subject in order
to increase his/her knowledge and competence within that field. The student does this largely
independent of anybody else, including the teacher. This does not mean that he/she does not have a
teacher with whom he/she may confer with varying degrees of regularity. The student will be expected



to move at his/her own rate of speed and with a high degree of responsibility for his/her own learning
and direction.

Any student who is interested in pursuing an independent study project can make an application with
the counselor to provide reasons for the IDS contract. The student and sponsoring teacher should
develop the IDS contract.

Once the contract is approved by the appropriate people, the student may proceed with the project.
The sponsoring teacher will have the responsibility for providing a certain amount of structure or
direction to the IDS project. The student and sponsoring teacher will determine the structure for the
project.

It is desirable that the independent study project be a part of the student’s schedule so that he/she will
not be overloaded. A project generally requires the same amount of time and energy as a normal
course, and credit will be granted accordingly. This means a student must do the Independent Study
in study hall or in the sponsoring teacher’s classroom. Any other arrangements must be approved by
the Principal.
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The Independent Study Program has the following benefits:

1. The student is allowed to increase the depth of his/her preparation or knowledge in an area
of interest.

2. The increased responsibility assumed by the student helps to prepare him/her for the greater
freedom usually prevalent in college or the work environment outside of school.  3.
Opportunities to obtain school credit through this program allows the student to obtain credit
toward graduation and the placement of course experience on permanent file.  4. The student
with a light academic load can make more productive use of school time through  the pursuit
of an independent project.
5. Teachers, possessing a variety of backgrounds not always capitalized upon in the ordinary

curriculum, can share their expertise with interested and talented students

Job Skills 9-12

This course gives individual students opportunities to work within school during the school day. Each
student is paired with a mentor in an area of interest so s/he can further his/her career and work
readiness. Students are expected to report to their mentor daily and fulfill assigned tasks, duties, and
responsibilities. A limited number of positions are presently available in the custodial and kitchen
departments, but other opportunities may become available as needs arise within the school building.

Ziebarth Area Learning Center

The Ziebarth Area Learning Center is a high school credit recovery program. In order to qualify for
this program, students must be in grades 10-12 and meet at least one of several “at-risk” criteria and
complete a referral form. For more information about the Ziebarth Area Learning Center, contact the
school counselor. An extended credit recovery course is offered from October – June during the school
year as well.
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