
Unofficial Minutes
February 14, 2022
Regular Meeting
In-Person
Wabaunsee USD #329 District Office
6:00 PM

Board President Callie Meinhardt called the meeting to order at 6:01pm, followed by the Pledge

of Allegiance and a moment of silence. Board members Justin Frank, Tony Conrad, Jerome Hess,
and Jim Vopata were present.  Board members Don Frank and Kelly Oliver were absent.

There were no additions to the agenda.

Written reports were submitted by the Principals, Technology Director Josh Nisly and Food

Service Supervisor Deb Westhoff.

Board member Tony Conrad moved to approve the Consent Agenda which included: approve

minutes from the January 10th, 2022 regular meeting and January 26th, 28th and 31st, 2022

special meetings; approve payment of bills; approved WHS baseball fundraiser; change meal

reimbursement rate in Classified Staff Handbook GAN travel Expense to $10; accept $275

donation from Charger Volleyball Club for custodial services; approve WHS Boys’ Basketball

Fundraiser; declare surplus items (8 sections of the old wall padding, 1 board 2x12, 1 piece of

metal edging for steps and 1 basketball shot rebounder). Motion to Consent Agenda. Jim Vopata

seconded. Motion carried 5-0

Old and new business: Jim MacGregor, the Wabaunsee County Economic Development Director,

came to speak about the rural housing incentive. Mr. Starnes gave a COVID update. The board

discussed what their goals were for the bond and the district. The Board discussed their plans

for the Paxico Middle School.

At 7:11pm Board member Jim Vopata moved to go into executive session to discuss confidential

data relating to financial affairs or trade secrets of corporations, partnerships, trusts and

individual proprietorships under KOMA, with the open meeting to resume in the board room at

7:41pm. Tony Conrad seconded. Motion carried 5-0. Mr. Starnes was included in the session, Jan

Hutley, Steve Oliver and Jeron Weisshaar were included later in the executive session. The

Board reconvened at 7:41pm.

At 7:41pm Jim Vopata moved to go into executive session to discuss confidential data relating to

financial affairs or trade secrets of corporations, partnerships, trusts and individual



proprietorships under KOMA, with the open meeting to resume in the board room at 7:46pm.

Tony Conrad seconded. Motion carried 5-0. Mr. Starnes, Jan Hutley, Steve Oliver and Jeron

Weisshaar was included in the session. The Board reconvened at 7:46pm.

Old and new business: Change in substitute pay for TEAL approved substitutes to $100 a day;

BOE position redistricting and/or BOE voting plans. Board member Justin Frank moved to

approve the change in the March BOE meeting to March 7th, 2022, due to Spring Break. Tony

Conrad seconded. Motion carried 5-0

Board member Justin Frank moved to approve employment, accept resignations/retirement,

approve transfer of duties. These included: employment: Brett Schreiner-emergency substitute

teacher, Deb DeSelms-substitute teacher, Joyce Eckelberry-MHE teacher, Elizabeth

Frank-substitute teacher, Dr. Troy Pitsch-Superintendent of Schools (starting July 1st, 2022),

Jacob Holle-WHS assistant baseball coach, Chase Nelson(pending numbers)- WHS assistant

baseball coach and Chloe Smith-WJH assistant track coach. Resignations: Dakota

Soderlund-WHS summer weights and Lydia Drennon- bus driver and substitute food service.

Tony Conrad seconded. Motion carried 5-0

Mr. Starnes informed the board members that the WJH food van sold for $800 via Purple Wave

Online Auction and Midwest Transit-whom we are purchasing our new gas bus called and

they’re experiencing supply chain issues and they do not know when we will receive the new

bus. They offered to exchange a diesel Cummins at the same price in lieu of. We let them know

we want to continue with the approved gas bus.

Board member Justin Frank moved to adjourn. Callie Meinhardt seconded. Motion carried 5-0.

The open meeting adjourned at 7:57pm.

Board Clerk

Michelle Gehrt


