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 Happy Single Awareness Day to all the single people in the world. February 15 has been deemed the
day for all single people to celebrate their singleness. Single Awareness Day or SAD was created from
a feeling of isolation and loneliness. In 2001 Dustin Barnes created this day for his friends to celebrate
their singleness instead of being sad about it. Dustin carried the tradition with him from high school

to college where he continued to spread his holiday. In 2005 Single Awareness Day was officially
copyrighted and from there it continued to grow. People all over the world started to celebrate this

holiday by throwing parties, going out with their single friends, and going on friend dates. Now people
without a significant other have no reason to be sad around Valentine's Day when the very next day

they celebrate all the love around them. National Today even says “ In the words of pop sensation
Lizzo, “True love finally happens when you’re by yourself.” Singles Awareness Day is now celebrated by

loving yourself!” Another alternative to Valentine's Day is Galentine's Day! Galentine’s Day is on
February 13th and it is a day for all the ladies to celebrate and rely on each other. This holiday was

invented by Leslie Knope. This is one of Leslie’s favorite February traditions. From an early brunch to
spa discounts Leslie celebrates the closeness of her female friends and co-workers. This holiday was
previously an unofficial holiday but then it expanded into its popularity. These two holidays are an
amazing chance for everyone with or without a significant other to go out and celebrate the other

people they love. So Happy Singles Awareness Day and Happy Galentine’s Day. 
Research more at: https://nationaltoday.com

 Single Awareness Day and Galentine’s Day! 

By Daniela Castillo

 In this new school year we have changed our schedule to a four day week school. I asked some
students their opinion on this change. The majority of the students stated that they love this new
schedule, and it gives them a great opportunity to rest their mind. I believe having five day school

weeks is just too much. It gives students very little time to relax and wrest their minds. I also believe
five day week schools give students very little free time. They have to get their homework done from
the week and balance their home/social life. The four day week is a smart and efficient way to give

everyone a mental break without taking away from their academic learning. 

The Four Day Week

By Mae Frost

https://nationaltoday.com/
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Jadon Frost is one of the many students that had the
opportunity to attend The Western Stock Show. To qualify to
go to swtock show you have to sell at least fifteen items for
the fruit and meat sale. Holyoke is not the only place that

offers this opportunity. To start the day off everyone arrives at
the school at 7:45am so they would be ready to leave at

8:00am. On the way to Denver they stopped in Brush to get
McDonalds. Once they went to the stock show they found

their way into their own groups and walked around. They tried
to make it to every booth and see everything they had to offer.
After walking around they made their way to the rodeo. They
had all the normal rodeo events. Sadly this fun day had to end

and they had to go home. They got back to the school at
about 10:00pm. Jadon says “I loved the stock show and it was
very fun”. He recommends everyone in FFA to try their best to
go to stock show. He stated “It is a fun and memorable event

that everyone should get the chance to experience”. 

The Western Stock Show 2022

Interview by Mae Frost

"February is the only

month that gets longer

every four years. Sure,

everybody knows about

leap years, and most

know why we have

them. But did you know

that every so often, we

need a “leap second,”

too? This is typically

added to Coordinated

Universal Time in June

or December, because of

irregularities in our

planet’s rotation."

 As the temperature gets warmer
more sports opportunities arise.

These sports include track for both
jr. high and high school, baseball,
girls golf, and possibly boys swim.

Currently all high school spring
sport voluntary practices start

February 28th. Jr. high spring sports
practices will start in March with

more details to come. 

Spring Sports

By Daniela Castillo



Janette Beltran is a senior at Holyoke high school.
Jannet is planning on becoming a visual artist in

sterling. She loves to draw and paint so that lead her
to doing visual arts. She is going to Sterling because

she doesn't want to be far from family. One of her
favorite memories is when all the seniors did a fair

together. We asked her who improved her HHS
experience and she said Mrs. Clayton and Mrs

Goldenstien. She will miss all of the teachers. While
doesn't plan on coming back to holyoke but she

wants to go to Greeley to see family but you don't
know what the future holds. 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Janette Beltran

Oscar (Alexis) Dominguez is a 2022 HHS graduate. He
plans to go to a college in Nebraska, at the University

of Lincoln. In his four years at HHS, his favorite
memory was playing sports, and he wants to play
baseball in college. He will miss making memories

playing sports with his friends. The people who made
his high school experience better are his friends and
many of the teachers. Along with his trusted adults
being his parents, Mrs. Mosenteen, his sister Lesley

Dominguez and his brother-in-law Jesus Hermosillo.
His advice for the underclassmen is to make wise
decisions. He is not sure if he will be returning to

Holyoke. Good luck with your plans, Alexis!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Oscar (Alexis) Dominguez

 Many people have a love-hate relationship with Valentine's day. Valentine’s day is a day where
people that have love for eachother can express that love. It can also just be a day to be thankful

for your family members and all of your favorite people. Ever since elementary school we have
been celebrating this day. I remember coming home from school rambling about valentines day.
All of the glitter glue, scissors, and colorful hearts trying to make my valentines box look the best.

Waiting for the end of the day so we could start passing out treats. Once the time came we started
to pass out the sugary candy. We did that as the room parents started to set up all of the games.

Then we would walk around and put our treats in our classmates' boxes. Growing up I also
remember waking up to a stuffed animal sitting on my bed with hearts all over it from my loving
parents. Fast forward to high school. Some teachers chose to give their students something. Even
some friends decide to give each other something. Most often it's the couples. They buy boxes of

chocolate, teddy bears, flowers, and jewelry. 

February 14th

By Mae Frost



Senior Josie Schlachter is a successful student here at HHS and her future is very bright. She plans
to go to a university in South Dakota. She is currently looking at four options: University of South
Dakota, South Dakota State, University of Sioux Falls, and Northern State. She isn't sure what she

wants to major in yet although she is considering an English or Forensic Science focus. As for sports
and extracurriculars, she looks forward to continuing swimming in college. Her favorite memory

from HHS is all the trips she has gone on, especially for FFA. She says that the National Convention
was one of the best experiences she ever had. There are many things she will miss about high

school. She is going to miss her swim team and how close and supportive they all are. She is also
going to really miss FFA and everything she gets to do in it. She will miss the Friday night football

games, the school spirit during homecoming, the excitement of prom, and she will miss Holyoke in
general. She states “ I will definitely miss this safe little town where everybody knows everybody.” In

her years at HHS a person who made her HHS experience better is Mrs. Strecker, she made her
experience better through FFA. She says “I have had so much fun the last three years in FFA. Going
on trips has been some of the best experiences I have had in high school, especially the two times I

have gotten to go to the National Convention. Being on the officer team has also been great. It’s
been really cool to be able to work closely with a group of people and Mrs. Strecker to run FFA. Our

officer retreats have been so much fun and I have learned so much about leadership. FFA also
helped me defeat my public speaking and phone call fears. I especially feel way more comfortable
with public speaking, it doesn’t scare me at all anymore. I am so thankful for everything that FFA

and Mrs. Streker has done for me.” Another trusted adult that has helped her get through high
school is Mrs. Clayton. If she had any questions about what classes to take or which college credits

to get, Mrs. Clayton was always there to help her out. She was always there for anything college
related, from applications, to scholarships, and even advice about emailing coaches about being
recruited to swim. Mrs. Clayton was always there if she needed to talk about any high school and
college stresses. She always had time even with how busy she is. “Thank you Mrs. Clayton” - Josie.
Finally, her tips for the underclassmen: “ The more college credits you can get in high school the

better!” She recommends taking the SAT and ACT in junior year. She also very strongly
recommends studying for them. Along with this she recommends doing as many extracurriculars

or community service activities as you can starting freshman year. She says “ You will thank yourself
later when you are applying for scholarships and colleges!” She informs us that if you are doing FFA,
FCCLA, or FBLA getting a                                                                                        chapter office will also help.

She also recommends                                                                                           making a recruiting sports
profile in junior year or                                                                                             earlier if you are wanting to
play sports in college,                                                                                               don’t wait until senior year
to try to get noticed. As you                                                                                   can see Josie Schlacher has

had an amazing                                                                                                          experience here at HHS.              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good luck with everything Josie!

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

Josie Schlachter 



This year the 7th and 8th graders along with many companies are doing a science fair. There are
many science divisions participating including physical science, engineering, life science, earth
and environmental science, and possibly more. Participating in the physical science division is

Allyn Robinson with Happy Jacks demonstrating cooking science. Demonstrating chemistry (still
in the physical science division) is the Natural Resources Conservation Service. In the engineering
section of the science fair Tad Huser with Highline Electric will be demonstrating electricity and

electronics/ energy and power. In the life science portion of the science fair there are four
companies participating in this division; Kyle Gordon with the Division of Wildlife presenting

zoology and plant science, Melissa Memorial Hospital presenting medical and microbiology, The
Natural Resources Conservation Service presenting Ag Tech, and finally Angie and Diego Orocio

(veterinarians) presenting zoology and mammalian biology. With earth and environmental science
is The Natural Resources Conservation Service presenting environmental science. There are also

many possible attendees along with many teachers and community members that will be there as
well. On February 14th in the old gym, this will be going on from 9:00am until 11:00am. The public

is welcome to go around and check out all the stands. Both the 7th and and 8th graders have
chosen their own projects. It’s a science fair and a science exposition. Many members of our

community that have science in their daily lives are going to set up demonstrations to show what
they do in their day to day lives. To the best of our knowledge this is the first local science fair!

There is also a prize but it is to be determined. Our judges will be Mike Brown, Jes-c French, and
Logan Hines. As for what people will be judged on the scientific method and your scientific

knowledge, presentation, and creativity. The scientific method grade includes forming a
hypothesis, following the steps to your experiment, recording your data/ observations in writing or

a data table, and using the observations to answer your hypothesis. The grade on scientific
knowledge, presentation, and creativity includes, access to age-appropriate sources, neat

presentation, and more. With all this information you are encouraged to go around and check out
the stands in the science fair.

Jr. High Science Fair

By Daniela Castillo
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