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Inside this  issue: 

“The way I see it, if you want the rain-
bow, you gotta put up with the rain.” Dol-
ly Parton.  

HEY! HEY! HEY! WHAT DO YOU 
SAY…??? 

 Congratulations to our participants 
and coaches for a crowning accom-
plishment on an awesome season. The 
Speech and Debate Team wowed 
everyone at the Divisional Meet on 
January 22nd. The following week 
they took their talents to Corvallis 
where they brought home the State 
Championship Trophy on January 
29th.  Thank you to the Frenchtown 
Fire Department and the French-
town Community for the escorting 
our kids to the school! Great job 
BRONCS!  

 Frenchtown also put on an action 
packed and fun Divisional Wrestling 
Tournament on February 5th.  The 
Maintenance Crew, Athletic Director 
and Coaches had four mats down 
allowing for action to happen continu-
ously in all corners of the gym 
throughout the weekend. The tourna-
ment ran smooth and the Broncs were 
crowned as Divisional Champs! It 
was a great event for the community 
and a nice opportunity to showcase 
the school district and community 
with thirteen schools and fans in at-
tendance.  

 Congratulations to the Frenchtown 
Swim Team! Addy Lewis ended up 
with two gold medals in her respec-
tive races.  Nice showing Broncs!  

 If you get the chance, take a look at 
the rock wall on South Campus 
(courtesy of the Bronc Stampede, 
PTA and other Donors)! Students and 
staff are utilizing this exercise tool 

during PE classes for sure, but also as 
an after school program! 

BUDGETING 2022-2023 

The Board and administration started the 
budgeting conversation for the 2022-2023 
school year during the month of January 
and have had a Finance Committee Meet-
ing. We are waiting the get preliminary 
budget sheets from the Office of Public 
Instruction, while waiting, conversations 
regarding planning and staffing have al-
ready begun. Budgeting conversations 
entail whole pieces of the puzzle: energy 
costs, fuel costs, maintenance, facilities, 
infrastructure, curriculum, technology, 
staff salaries and benefits are components 
that take consideration as the budgeting 
process takes shape.  Conversations regard-
ing budget and looking into the future of 
the Frenchtown School District actually 
started last year. Currently, the Frenchtown 
School District is planning on running an 
operations mill levy. Information surround-
ing the running of an operational levy is 
included in this newsletter.  

FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT 
STRATEGIC PLANNING (2021-2023) 

Frenchtown School District (FTSD) is in 
year two of implementation of the Strategic 
Plan that was created during the spring of 
2020. The Administration has shown im-
plementation of the Strategic Plan Goals 
during board meeting presentations. The 
idea behind the FTSD strategic planning is 
to have an overarching plan that is broken 
into categories such as a mission statement, 
core values, an envisioned future, and 
goals with strategic objectives. In terms of 
an envisioned future and implementing 
innovative programs, what has the French-
town School District done?  

 Dual Credit 

 Career Certifications 

 Summer School 

 Advance Placement Courses 

 FACE Program (Career Education) 

 Independent Studies 

 Offsite Instruction (MTDA) 

What’s new and on the horizon regard-
ing student opportunity?  

 NEW! Early Kindergarten! Last 
spring the Board of Trustees approved 
an Early Kindergarten program that 
waives the 5 years or older age provi-
sion. Currently, we are able to enroll 
up to 36 students who are under the 
age of 5 requirement.  

 BRONC FAST TRACK!  What is 
this? Frenchtown students, starting 
their sophomore year in high school 
can enter a program with Missoula 
College and earn college-level credits 
and get the first year of college taken 
care of while in high school! French-
town is the only school district in the 
state that is involved in this program. 
It has been three years in the making 
and this spring the plan came to frui-
tion.   

 WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON? 
Work-Based and Experiential Learn-
ing! Here is where youth apprentice-
ship opportunities are possible. A 
student can enter an “on the job” 
training and get credit for the aggre-
gate hours of instruction!  

SPRING ASSESSMENTS 
The Smarter Balanced Field Test (SBAC) 
will be given to our 3rd through 8th graders 
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while our 11th graders will take the ACT this spring.  The 
testing window opens March 7th.  For the state and federal 
required subject areas and grade levels schools must have 
at least 95% student participation rate.  

Why Assess? (www.opi.mt.gov) 

The state assessments provide a valuable picture of what 
skills and knowledge are needed at particular grade levels 
for a child to remain on course to be college and career 
ready at the time of graduation. Teachers use these assess-
ments as one of several important tools to help identify and 
meet the needs of children in the classroom. It is a real 
disadvantage for parents and students to be unaware of 
their access to this important information. Assessment is a 
hot topic of conversation, with many diverse opinions on 
how, when, amount of time, what tests, and for what pur-
pose we assess students. Here are important points all 
stakeholders should know about testing:  

 State and federal laws require schools to assess stu-
dent learning every year in specific grade levels and 
subjects.  

 End-of-year state summative assessments serve as an 
evaluation tool to track progress toward education 
goals based on grade and content area standards.  

 Assessment data enable us to put Montana students 
first through four key initiatives: Montana Hope, 
Montana Teach, Montana Learn, and Montana Ready 

Why Should Taxpayers Care? (www.opi.mt.gov) 

Assessments are important, as they are a key indicator of 
whether state and federal monies for educational programs 
are being used effectively. Annual state assessments are 
the same for all Montana students, and they provide infor-
mation about how students are progressing over time. This 
information assists the state with targeting supports and 
resources to the students and schools that need them most. 
The six required state summative assessments provide 
valuable information on how students are performing aca-
demically by grade and content area to help identify areas 
of success from which others can learn.  

 Montana taxpayers provide a free public education to 
approximately 150,000 Montana students each year, 
and these assessments ensure all students are equita-
bly receiving resources across the state.  

 The assessment data are used to evaluate programs by 
providing annual snapshots of student progress to-
ward learning Montana’s Content Standards at the 
state-, district-, school-, and classroom levels.  

 State assessments provide only one measure of stu-
dent learning, but when combined with grades, class-
room activities and assessments, unit quizzes and 
tests, and district-level assessments, the annual state 
tests can provide a complete picture of a child’s abili-
ties and path toward academic success based on Mon-
tana’s Content Standards. 

MAP TESTING 

The third week of May is the beginning of our spring as-
sessment using the MAP computerized program which 
looks at students in language arts, reading and math in 
grades K-8.   Each test is different for each student because 
the tests are adjusted to meet the individual student’s 
achievement level and measure improvement from fall to 

spring and from year to year. We are completing our elev-
enth year of using the MAP assessment and have a moving 
picture of student growth, having tested both fall and 
spring over those ten years.  Reports are sent home twice a 
year, fall and spring, to parents allowing you to track your 
child’s progress over the last six years.  The writing assess-
ment and MAP assessment are used by teachers to address 
student progress as well as our curriculum.  

Please keep in mind the dates of testing as they come up 
and be sure your children come to school well rested and 
well-nourished on those days, so they will be giving us 
their best academic performances. 

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES  

Our Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for the 
afternoon and evening of Wednesday, March 2nd and 
Thursday, March 3rd with no school on Friday, March 4th, 
this corresponds with the middle of the third quarter.  If 
you have questions or concerns prior to that time, don’t 
wait, pick up the phone or come by the school and visit 
with your child’s teacher about those concerns. 

 

LOOKING FOR WORK?  

WANT TO WORK THE SAME 
SCHEDULE AS YOUR CHILD? 

 THE FRENCHTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT IS IN 
NEED OF: 

A. BUS DRIVERS!!! We are holding steady; howev-
er, the low number of drivers and substitute drivers 
coupled with the rising number of students is straining 
this department immensely. Please contact us if you 
have any interest at all.  This is a major issue within 
the school district. It is an issue all across the state of 
Montana. If you have questions or inquiries please 
call Tucker Eslinger or Jime Benitez at 626-2610 or 
email them at tuckereslinger@ftbroncs.org or jimebe-
nitz@ftbroncs.org.  

B. PARAPROFESSIONALS!!! If you are interested 
in working the same schedule as your child and want 
to work in a supporting manner with students and 
staff, then give us a call!  You may contact Jennifer 
Demmons at 626-2775.  

C. SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS!!! What a great way 
to work the same schedule as your child! You would 
be able to work a varied schedule, accept a job or turn 
it down! This is a great way to get to know people, 
students, and experience the district first hand! If 
interested or have inquiries, then please reach out to 
Stacie Mether at 626-2600 or by email: sta-
ciemether@ftbroncs.org!   

D. FOOD SERVICE WORKERS! We have oppor tu-
nities in this area as well! We have a full time position 
available and a high need for substitute workers!  

 
EDUCATIONAL, OCCUPATIONAL, RECREA-
TIONAL, AND VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES 
ABOUND AT FRENCHTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOLS! 

 
If you are interested in working for the Frenchtown School 
District please contact Stacie Mether, the Deputy District 
Clerk, at 626-2703. 

mailto:tuckereslinger@ftbroncs.org
mailto:jimebenitz@ftbroncs.org
mailto:jimebenitz@ftbroncs.org
mailto:staciemether@ftbroncs.org
mailto:staciemether@ftbroncs.org
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FRENCHTOWN MILL LEVY  

The Frenchtown School District is running an Operational Mill Levy 

this spring. Frenchtown is known for its amazing community support, 

its family engagement and its school district. The school district fos-

ters a supportive environment for every child and provides best in 

class education. The Operational Mill Levy is necessary because the 

community has grown and the student population has increased. 

Facts:  

 This is the first Operational Mill Levy requested since 2008.  

 Community member taxes contributions to the school district 

have decreased 25% since 2017-2018.  

 Mills per household have decreased from 391 to 306.  

 80% of the current operational budget is funded by the state.  

  Frenchtown is operating at 91% of the allowable budget limit as 

determined by the State of Montana.  

What is Frenchtown School District Proposing?  

 The school district needs to ask for a 5% increase to the current 

operating budget, $536,000, bringing the operating budget from 

91% of the allowable budget limit to approximately 94%.  

What is the financial impact?  

 $4.25/month on a $100,000 home  

 $8.50/month on a $200,000 home  

Why must we run an Operational Mill Levy?  

 Student growth has impacted staffing needs  

  Maintain current student programs and offerings  

 Maintain current student-teacher ratio  

 Services and utility costs have dramatically risen  

The charts below outline the history of operational mills, the increase 

in enrollment, and the taxable value of the Frenchtown Valley. As the 

taxable value of Frenchtown increases, the financial impact to each 

taxpayer decreases. The requested Operational Mill Levy is similar to 

the 2015-2016 mill level and is less than the mill level of 2020-2021.  

The taxpayer obligation to the school district has decreased each year 

since 2017.  

Enrollment has increased 16% since 2013! State funding has in-

creased as a result; however, the costs of education have increased at 

a greater rate.  

Frenchtown is growing! The good news is that as the taxable value of 

Frenchtown property increases, the cost to each taxpayer for this levy 

will decrease. This is because there are more taxpayers in the French-

town valley supporting the school district.  

For any questions, please contact our Business Manager Shauna 

Anderson at (406) 626-2706 at any time.  
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Elks Club Student of Month  
Congratulations to Delaney Jarrett and Abigale Faulhaber 
they have been selected as the February “Elk Students of 
the Month,” and will be among those included in those 
considered for “Elk Student of the Year” recognition at  
the end of this school year. The students are selected by 
their teachers and counselors based on academic excel-
lence, community service, school involvement and leader-
ship. 
 

Teachers will be available to 

meet privately with individual 

parents from 3:30 p.m. to 7 

p.m. on March 2nd and 3rd to 

discuss individual student per-

formance. I consider it very 

important that you take an ac-

tive role in your child's educa-

tion. The parent conference 

sessions will take place in the HS Commons area. Parents 

who are not able to attend these conference sessions are 

welcome to schedule individual meetings with specific 

teachers by leaving a telephone message for a return call. 

The high school office telephone number is 626-2670. 
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Class A State Champion Speech and Debate team! First state title in Class A! 
1st place - Team 
1st place in Lincoln Douglas Debate - Kaden Hanson 
1st place in Memorized Public Address - Aryanna Green 
1st place in Original Oratory - Aryanna Green 
2nd place in Dramatic Interpretation - Kyrsten Hope 
3rd place in Informative Speaking - Laurel Krause 
3rd place in Informative Speaking - Laurel Krause 
3rd place in Policy Debate - Delaney Jarrett and Liv Peters 
4th place in Memorized Public Address - Elizabeth Hill 
4th place in Policy Debate – Gage Rausch and Scarlett Aaseng 
4th place in Public Forum Debate - Emma Magnuson and Evan Ellington 
5th place in Humorous Interpretation - Benjamin Phillippi 
5th place in Informative Speaking - Savannah Deuter 
5th place in Public Forum Debate - Sean Rody and Emma Lloyd 
7th place in Dramatic Interpretation - Gabrielle Wine 
7th place in Impromptu Speaking - Alexei Stalpaert 
7th place in Public Forum Debate - Evangelia Datsopoulos and Grace Pollock 

Divisional Champs!!! 
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State Swimming Results 

Congratulations to Addy Lewis! Double State Champ! She 

won the 50 Freestyle and 100 Butterfly!  

Students in Forensics class learn all about finger printing. 

Special thanks to Deputy Rasmussen for his assistance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Crocker received a $1,400 grant to raise trout in the 

classroom. The students will collect data on the trout and 

further understand local watersheds. The class will work 

with FWP to release the trout at an appropriate location.  

 

 

Reagan Mecham and Robyn Richardson took six students 

to the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America con-

ference in Washington D.C  
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As part of their astronomy unit, freshman science students 

attend the University of Montana Planetarium.  

On April 12th, the juniors will take the ACT, free of 
charge, during the school day.  We encourage all juniors to 
prepare for the ACT by taking a full length practice test 
and familiarizing themselves with the format of the test.   

 
Sophomores will take the Pre-ACT test at school on 
April 11th.  There is no charge for the test.    

 
Students should be preparing for AP testing that will take 
place at the start of May.  Check the College Board web-
site for specific testing dates or feel free to contact the high 
school counselors with any questions.  

 
Spring Testing Tips 
For many students testing brings stress and anxiety.  
Woodburn Press offers some strategies to prepare your 
mind and body in order to alleviate some of that stress and 
anxiety.  Their tips are below: 

 Before the test practice visualization.  Close your 
eyes and imagine yourself taking the test, answering 
the questions correctly, and getting the score you 
want.  Do this several times. 

 The night before the test, get 8 hours of sleep. 
 

 Get up early enough the day of the test to eat a 
good breakfast and avoid feeling rushed. 

 

 Get to the testing session early and bring every-
thing you need.  Walk into the testing area with your 
head up and your shoulders back.  If you act confi-
dent, you just may find that you feel more confident. 

 

 Before you begin, think positive thoughts.  If 
you are feeling anxious, take several slow deep 
breaths. 

 

 Relax, and do your best.  (Taken from Preparing 
for Tests, Woodburn Press) 

Hopefully these tips help students excel on the CRT, 
SBAC, MAP, ACT and AP tests they will take this 
spring☺ 

To view future ACT and SAT testing dates and to reg-
ister to test, please visit www.actstudent.org or  colleg-
ereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat. 

MUS Honors Scholarship Application 

We will be giving grade level class registration presenta-
tions for the 22-23 school year during the last week of 
February and the first week of March. Following the 
presentations, students will begin requesting classes for the 
upcoming school year through the Infinite Campus Portal.  
If your student does not have access to the portal, please 
encourage them to visit with us to set up their account.  
The portal will be open February 24th – March 7th at 3:30. 
Junior Parent Night – March 2nd at 6:00 in the high 
school gym.  Mike Lincoln, with Reach Higher Montana, 
will discuss scholarship information, senior year planning 

and preparation for life after high school.  
8th Grade Parent Night – March 3rd at 6:00 in the high 
school gym.  We will go over high school requirements 
and the registration process. 
 
Weekend Food  
The Missoula Food bank continues to offer a weekend 
food program at Frenchtown High School.  The EmPower 
Pack Program provides a bag of healthy food items for 
your child each Friday afternoon for them to eat over the 
weekend.   There is no cost to the family or student, if you 
are interested in this program please contact Ms. Richard-
son, robynrichardson@ftbroncs.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6-12 Counselors’ Corner  

Beth Terzo 

Robyn Richardson 

http://www.actstudent.org
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Frenchtown Families 5th Grade Families--- 

We are preparing for year number FOUR of Frenchtown 

Middle School in 2022-2023 with the 6th graders on the 

North Campus!   

Below you will find a general overview of how the 2022-

2023 school year will be: 

Sixth Grade Highlights: 

 The sixth grade core academic classrooms will be on 

the main floor of the FMS across from the District 

Office. 

 Sixth grade lunch will be approximately from 11:00 

to 11:20 am and recess from 11:20 to 11:40 am sepa-

rate from the 7th and 8th grade. 

 Every effort will be made to try to keep the sixth 

graders separate from the seventh/eighth grades. 

 Student schedules will be individually scheduled and 

they will not travel with the same peers for the 2022-

2023 school year. 

5th to 6th Grade Transition Meeting: 

 

It is time to start transitioning the current 5th graders to 

FRENCHTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL. 

 On Wednesday, March 2 at 6:00 pm in the Intermedi-

ate Gym we will have a Middle School Transition 

Meeting. 

 Also, on Tuesday, March 1 the 5th grade will be com-

ing over to eat lunch at the Middle School at 11:20 

am. 

 

I look forward to visiting with you at this transition meet-

ing! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Aaron Griffin 

Middle School Principal 

Frenchtown Schools 

aarongriffin@ftbroncs.org/626-2650 

 

 

Parent-Teacher Conference Information 

 School will be released at 12:30 pm on both Wednes-

day-Thursday, March 2-3, 2022.  

 There will be no school on Friday, March 4, 2022. 

Conferences will be Wednesday-Thursday, March 2-

3, 2022 from 3:30 to 7:00 pm 

Honor Society Information 

 Frenchtown Middle School is excited to announce 

that we have become a chartered and affiliated chap-

ter of the National Junior Honor Society. Member-

ship is open to those students who meet the required 

standards in five areas of evaluation: scholarship, 

service, leadership, character, and citizenship. Stu-

dents are selected for membership by majority vote 

of a five-member principal-appointed faculty council, 

which bestows this honor upon qualified students on 

behalf of the faculty of our school each year. 

 Students in grades 6-8 are eligible for membership. 

For the scholarship criterion, a student must have a 

cumulative GPA of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 scale. This 

spring, students who meet this criterion are invited to 

complete a Candidate Application Form that provides 

the faculty council with information regarding the 

candidate’s leadership and service. To evaluate a 

candidate’s character, the faculty council uses two 

forms of input. First, school disciplinary records are 

reviewed. Second, members of the faculty are solicit-

ed for input regarding their professional reflections 

on a candidate’s service activities, character, and 

leadership.  

 Any solicited faculty input and all Candidate Forms 

are carefully reviewed by the faculty council to deter-

mine membership. A majority vote of the council is 

necessary for selection. Candidates are notified re-

garding selection or non-selection. Following notifi-

cation, a formal induction ceremony is held at the 

school to recognize all the newly selected members. 

Once inducted, new members are required to main-

tain the same level of performance (or better) in all 

four criteria that led to their selection.  

 Applications can be obtained from Mrs. Lucier and 

are due by Friday, February 18th. 

 

8th Grade Promotion  

 Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at 6:30 pm in the High 

School Gym 

 Student Fun Activity Day --- Wednesday, June 1, 

2022 (Activity to be determined) 

 No school for 8th grade on Thursday, June 2, 2022  

Math Counts  

These are the top 12 performers on the MATHCounts 

School Competition (in alphabetical order): 

Piper Goris, Henry Griffin, Jaxon Haynes, Konnor Klim-

pel, Savannah Langley], Ellyn Lewis, Makenzie Marini, 

Elizabeth Martinez, Zen Peters, Mason Quinn (can’t at-

tend chapter competition), Lilah Russell, Bridger Sher-

wood and Maryssa Skinner (Alternate) 

The Regional Virtual Competition will be Thursday, Feb-
ruary 17 in the Middle School Computer Lab during the 
school day. 

Middle School Robotics/Lego – Regional Competition 

6th grade team is 23779 Shark Gangstaz 

8th Grade team is 1437 Lightning Commando Squad 

Both FMS teams did really well and qualified to go to the 

state competition on February 26, 2022 in Bozeman.  The 

8th graders took one of the 2 top spots on the innovative 

project. 

8th grade Lightning Commando Squad: Tru Peters, 

Ellie Languanet, Alyssa Bilbrey, Emma Schwindt, Aleah 

Knight, and Cooper Stark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th grade Shark Gangstaz:  Tsimmeej Yang, Ean John-

son, Tripp Larson, Kyla Languanet, Zen Peters, and Lily 

Tucker 
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FMS County Spelling Bee Representatives 

The following students will represent Frenchtown Schools 

in a County Virtual Spelling Bee.   

Bridger Goris – 5th grade 

Luke Leishman – 6th grade  

Thaeoden Wilsey – 7th grade  

Travis Nygard – 8th grade  

Aleah Knight – 8th grade  

The County Spelling Bee will be done virtually between 

Feb 16-Feb 25, 2022.  We are still working out details of 

this event. 

Student Spotlight --- Grace Deuter 8th grader  

I started shooting archery 4 years ago with a small 4-H 
club. I quickly fell in love with the sport and have contin-
ued to develop and fine tune my skills. A week ago I had 
the opportunity to attend the world's biggest Archery tour-
nament in Las Vegas Nevada. It was a truly thrilling and 
amazing experience.  To be surrounded with people in all 
age groups from all over the globe that shared the same 
passion for the sport changed my outlook on what archery 
is. The shooting itself was nerve racking but after a few 
days I started to get into gear. There were 103 kids in my 
division and I took 42. For my first time at nationals I 
couldn't be more happy with how I did. I can't wait to go 
again next year and do even better now that I know the lay 
of the land. I hope that I continue to see young people 
joining the amazing sport of archery. It comes with so 
many opportunities and experiences that stay with you 
forever! By Grace 
Deuter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Pictures (Fall Individual/Fall Sports---Fingers 

Crossed this works out) 

 Double Exposure Photography will be at the 

school on Tuesday, February 15th taking pictures 

of any students that didn’t get their pictures taken 

last fall or want to do retakes.   

 This will include Fall Sports Team Pictures (No 

Individual Pictures) for MS Football, XC, Volley-

ball, and Soccer 

 Each student will have 3 portraits taken that will 

be available for viewing.   

 To access the photos, you can log in to the follow-

ing website:   

 The access code will be the students 9-digit stu-

dent ID + WIN22. For example, if your students 

ID is 123456789 then their access code to their 

photos would be 123456789WIN22  

 If you have any questions, you can reach Double 

Exposure Photography at 406-360-1990 or in-

fo@doubleexposuremt.com  

6th Grade Honor Roll    High Honor Roll 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Honor Roll         High honor roll cont. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 High Honor Roll 

7th Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

8th Grade Honor Roll contin-

ued on page 15 

 

 

mailto:info@doubleexposuremt.com
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Ecosystems and Impact 5Th Grade 
Students have been learning about ecosystems in 5th grade. 
Using data simulators students have been able to see how 
different predators and prey may have an impact on an 
ecosystem. After going through lessons, students had the 
opportunity to go outside and play a game that simulated 
this data analysis that they have been doing in class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
4th Grade Ice-skating 
4th grade students had the oppor-
tunity to test their skills on the ice 
at the skating rink in Missoula. It 
was amazing to see so many stu-
dents and parents having fun 
together on the ice. Thank you to 
Glacier Ice Rink for making this 
happen for our 4th grade kids. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Climbing Classes at FTSD 
Our first two sessions of the climbing class have been go-
ing for the past couple weeks and the confidence of stu-
dents in the classes is really showing through. It has been 
so fun, the kids let go of a little fear and belay down the 
wall.  Thanks Frenchtown Community for making this 
happen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Composting and Greenhouse Lessons Are Happening in 
5th Grade!  
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Making Scripts and Movies 
5th grade students in English class are learning about video 
editing and how to write a script that can be turned into a 
movie. They will present their final movies in their class-
rooms at the end of production. Thanks Mrs. Long for 
making learning and writing fun! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Storyboards in Reading Class  

Students in 5th grade Reading are really taking it to the 

next level with storyboards. Watching how students are 

able to work collaboratively while producing content that 

is applicable to today is amazing. It has been fun to see all 

the different ways that FTSD is turning traditional lessons 

into hands on learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAEP Testing 4th Grade 
Frenchtown School District was selected to take NAEP 
this year. 50 students were selected at random to take the 
Nations Assessment of Educational Progress. This assess-
ment provides information about student achievement and 
learning experiences in various subjects. This assessments 
goes towards the States National Report Card. Great job 4th 
grade students on the NAEP assessment! 

Missoula Children’s Theater at FTSD: Johnny Apple-

seed  

The students at Frenchtown had an amazing time partici-

pating in MCT. This was a packed week of fun and even-

ing practice/rehearsals. Thanks you to our music depart-

ment and the community for making this event possible. It 

was so fun to see kids on the stage acting! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montana Youth Sing Selection 

Back Row: Blake Day, Sylvia Sears, Brooklyn Bieber, 

Emma Wipplinger, Harlow Waln, Bridger Goris, Lexis 

Lusher. Front Row: Sara Chinikaylo, Eamonn Johnson, 

Ayla Rasmussen, Addy Phillippi, Anna-Elise Powell, Ce-

leste Russell, Deja Dunton, Saree Dyer 

 

Valentine’s Day Fun! 

Students shared Valentines with their classes at the end of 

the day in the Intermediate. It is always a fun time to see 

kids having fun as a group.  Happy Valentine’s Day Every-

one! 
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Frenchtown Elementary News 
Hello, the year is rolling along so fast, 100 days and 
counting.  As we wind down the school year, please make 
sure to stay in communication with your child's teacher 
and let us know what you need to help finish out the year 
on a great note.   
Parent teacher conferences are just around the corner, on 
March 3-4 from 1:00-6:45 p.m.,  please make an appoint-
ment using the Myconference link shared with you from 
your child's teachers.  If you are having difficulty, please 
call the elementary office 406-626-2620, Mandi and Stefni 
would be happy to help you schedule.  
Kindergarten registrations will begin on Wednesday, 
March 2. Registration packets may be picked up at the 
elementary office or printed from online.  When turning in 
your registration, make sure to include your child's im-
munization records, birth certificate, and proof of residen-
cy. 

 
Early Kindergarten will be open for registration later in 
the spring.  

February is “I Love to Read” month. If your child comes 
home with a book from school, they earned it for helping 
make our school a better place to be everyday.  “Colt 
Bucks” are drawn every Friday and books were purchased 
by the Frenchtown PTA to support this opportunity, so a 
big thanks to them for supporting kids with books.  
Thank you for all you do to help make our school a great 
place to learn and grow.  With all of us working together, 
it makes this journey even better.  Take great care of your-
self. 
Jodi Hall 
PK-3 Elementary Principal 
406-626-2620 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February was a fun and busy month in TK.  We focused 
on kindness:  what it looks like in our classroom and 
around our school.  We read the story, The Kindness 
Quilt, and completed our own classroom kindness project 
where we assembled a quilt of pictures and words that 
show kindness.  We enjoyed the colors and shapes of Val-
entine's Day and wrote many cards in our writing center! 

In February in Ms. Geaudry’s class we are focusing on 
GroundHog Day predictions, the 100th day of school, self-
love, presidents Day, and dental week! For the 100th day of 
school we dress up like we are 100 years old! We also did 
a fun STEM challenge for the 100th day. The Love Monster 
helped us get ready for Valentine’s Day! We made heart 
crafts and Valentine's bags. Next we talked about Ameri-
can symbols and ended the month learning about dental 
health!  

FUN! Students “skijoring” with jump ropes and Frisbees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missoula Children's Theater (MCT) 78 students from the 
Elementary and Intermediate had the opportunity to try out 
for the Johnny Appleseed.    
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COLT BUCK kids.  At Frenchtown Elementary we pro-
mote community and ways to build our community of 
friends, learners, and being a great citizen.  Each month 
individual COLT bucks are given to students for showing 
kindness, helping, following directions, anything that 
supports the growth of our school family.  The end of 
January, 20 students' names were drawn from the jar to 
have donuts and drinks with Deputy Rasmussen.  Febru-
ary students have an opportunity to receive a book, draw-
ing every Friday. PTA purchased books for kids from 
Scholastic.  

Enrichment with Mrs. Normand students did Olympic ski 
jumping. Huxley’s skier went over 300 cm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEM Olympics in Croy 2nd grade class with some 
downhill skiing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flat Stanley joins music class from Hoskinson’s class.  

“All Time” Quarterback Conner M. from the HS is rock-
ing the second grade recess.  Good times with friends, the 
smiles are the evidence.  
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The first grade team awarded students that have been run-
ning the track at recess and have completed a half mara-
thon! We did some puzzles during indoor recesses thanks 
to the snow and cold. We’ve been loving the new rock 
climbing wall too. Nonetheless we’ve been celebrating “I 
Love to Read Month” and had our 100th day of school!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clothing Unit for SPED Preschool  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frenchtown PTSA News  

 MCT Theater Production - JOHNNY APPLESEED 
A HUGE THANK YOU for all the support during 
our MCT week! The kids had a great week and put 
on such a great show. We are so grateful for all the 
volunteers that helped throughout the week and espe-
cially thankful for the bake sale donations! We were 
overwhelmed with so many donations which helped 
to make our goal of covering the cost of having MCT 
come to our community! Thank you so much for all 
the support and for coming to watch! We are already 
looking forward to next year’s performance! 

 Book Fair coming! Volunteers needed! Book fair will 
be in the Frenchtown Elementary library during 
Parent/Teacher Conference March 2 & 3. Please stop 
by to support our library! Sign up to volunteer to help 
will be shared on the Frenchtown Parents and the 
Frenchtown, MT PTA facebook page.  

 Next PTSA Meeting The next PTSA meeting is 
Tuesday March 8th, 2021, at 4:30 pm at Old Bull 
Brewing in Frenchtown. We have four meetings and 
four events every other month throughout the school 
year. Please come and join us and support our kids 
and the local business community. We will be dis-
cussing Teacher Appreciation Week!  

  AmazonSmile Program The PTSA is seeing a great 
return from our teachers, families and friends who 
have registered for our AmazonSmile program. If 
you have not, please take a moment to sign up for our 
schools to get credit for your everyday shopping via 
Amazon. Please follow the instructions below to 
register so we can start seeing the benefits of shop-
ping online:  

 1. Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop 
or mobile phone browser.  

 2. From your desktop, go to Your Account from 
the navigation at the top of any page, and then select the 
option to Change your Charity. Or, from your mobile 
browser, select  

 3. Select a new charitable organization to sup-
port 

 4. Search for 5587 Frenchtown PTSA 

Fir more information about the Amazon Smile program, 
go to 
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8th Grade Honor Roll         8th High Honor Roll 
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Frenchtown School District Newsletter  
PO Box 117 

17620 Frenchtown Frontage Road  

Our mission is to foster effective learning in a safe environment where students, parents, staff 
and the community share in a commitment to life-long learning and responsible citizenship. 

District Office            406-626-2600 
Elementary Office            406-626-2620 
Intermediate Office            406-626-2622 
Middle School Office           406-626-2650 
High School Office            406-626-2670 
Transportation Office         406-626-2610 

We’re on the   Web! 

www.ftsd.org 

Current Resident 

and/or 

Box holder 

 


