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Dear South Lewis School Community:

COVID-19. It was two years ago this month that we all learned of the COVID-19 virus that would close our 
schools, cancel our special events, and impact our lives beyond our comprehension. What began as a two-week 
pause to “flatten the curve” painfully morphed into two years of complete disruption. Gradually, however, the 
conversation has turned from an attempt to contain and/or eliminate this global “pandemic” to the realization that 
we need to accept COVID-19 as an “endemic” that will maintain an on-going presence with which we must learn 
to co-exist and function as a society. Government officials at all levels are looking for the “off ramps” on the 
burdensome restrictions that we have all had to endure. In schools we have seen the beginnings of these transitions 
with the protocols of quarantines, isolations, and physical distancing being modified or eliminated and the 
allowance of such critical activities as musicals, concerts, and athletics. We can all only hope that with each 
passing day we continue to get closer to our lives prior to COVID-19. It certainly has not been an easy road for 
anyone. We are all likely changed forever for both better and worse.

With Spring also comes another budget cycle. We are again working hard to put forth a budget for 2022-23 that 
improves our school district, while also being fiscally responsible to our taxpayers. Over the last ten years our 
average tax levy increase has been 1.79%. This is inclusive of the single-campus capital improvement project 
which itself was advertised as a 7-12% tax increase. We are proud of the fiscally responsible budgets put forth to 
our public, while also continuously improving and moving the District forward. Our primary goal will always be 
to preserve opportunities and programs for our students at an affordable and reasonable impact on our local 
taxpayers. It is our intention to keep any tax increase for the 2022-23 school year to no greater than 2%.

In the coming months you will see the final phase of our Capital Project as the groundbreaking for a small 
concession/press box/bathroom facility near our new athletic fields will take place. This will be a helpful and 
needed addition due to the sheer size and footprint of the new campus and location of our playing fields compared 
to the school building itself.

The District is also pleased to report that both the Port Leyden Elementary and Glenfield Elementary schools have 
been sold. Each of the new owners have great ideas and strong development plans that we are hopeful give each of 
these very important community buildings a second life. Each of our original six school districts that formed 
South Lewis Central Schools in the 1960’s have a storied past and place in our hearts. While we are celebrating 
and excited about our future now that all students and staff are on a single campus, we also remember our past and 
the journey it took to get where we are today.

Despite the many challenges both behind and ahead of us, we remain excited, hopeful and thankful. As always, 
should you have any comments, questions, concerns or words of praise, please do not hesitate to contact me. Your 
involvement and feedback is valued and appreciated.

Sincerely,

Douglas Premo 
Superintendent of Schools
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South Lewis Elementary Principals’ Notes 

By Mrs. Christine Sobel & Mr. Chris Villiere 

How sweet it is to be back in school!  The 2021-2022 school year has brought many 
new opportunities to our elementary faculty, staff, and students.  Even though we are 
not back to normal, we have been able to fit a lot into this school year so far!  In 
September, our 4th graders were able to participate in their Cross-Country Run and 
the Lion’s Club was able to provide vision screenings for our UPK and Kindergarten 
students.  In October, the UPK classes visited The WILD and 4th graders hiked Bald 
Mountain.  Some students were also able to start staying after school again for extra 
help.  And, we were able to have our Halloween parties and a Halloween Parade 
around the track!  In November, students enjoyed going to the Book Fair, we were 
able to hold Parent-Teacher Conferences, and students were recognized for their first 
quarter achievements in small award ceremonies.  December brought Operation 
Christmas, classroom Christmas parties, and smaller Sing-Alongs to celebrate the 
holidays.  Our third graders also welcomed some visitors from the zoo!  January flew 
by with classes trying to get outside for Phys. Ed. and recess when it wasn’t too 
cold!  In February, our newly formed PTO sent the whole school bowling and our 
older students started Archery.  We are looking forward to what the rest of the year 
has in store! 
  
One of the things that we’ve been most excited about this year has been how well 
everyone has come together.  In conversations with students, they will tell you that 
there are many, many things that they like about our new building.  Some students 
say that they love our new classrooms, the gym, the art room, the music room, and 
the new computer lab with its brand new computers.  Others say that they love all of 
the outdoor space that we have, including the track and the hills for sledding, and 
let’s not leave out that fabulous playground.  Many say that they really like making 
new friends that they may not have made if we weren’t all in one place, or 
reconnecting with friends that have moved in the past.  A few students have even 
mentioned that they’re happy about having new teachers and principals to learn 
from!  If you ask the adults in the building about their favorite things, their answers 
are often similar.  They’ll also say how much they enjoy having their whole grade 
level team in one place, or that they’re looking forward to getting to know more of our 
students and families.  Having high school students that help out in elementary 
classrooms has also been a bonus for us.  For teachers that traveled between two 
buildings, they say that being in one place, being able to see and work with everyone 
daily has been incredible!  We have a beautiful new facility, filled with amazing people 
of all ages, and it’s wonderful to see everyone interacting with each other.  We are 
very happy in our new school and look forward to the time when we can welcome 
more people into it.     
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It has been so exciting to transition to one building.  We have met so 
many new friends and have already learned so much this year.  
During the month of September we worked on building friendships 
through our character education lessons.   We read books like 
Chrysanthemum, Listen Buddy & Elmer.

In October, excitement was in the air when we found out that 
we were able to celebrate Halloween with our annual parade 
and classroom parties!  

In November, students showed their appreciation to Veterans by writing thank you cards and delivering them 
to local American Legion Posts.   Teachers also had the opportunity to meet with parents for parent 
conferences.

In December, we celebrated the holidays with many fun activities such as a sing 
along, craft activities, holiday stories and painting projects. 

We started the new year by looking ahead at 
skills we will need for 2nd grade and setting 
goals. 

In February, the students were so excited to fill 
out their Valentines and share them with their 
friends.   We look forward to working with your children throughout the 
rest of the year and watching them grow! 

Mrs. Arrigo, Mrs. Cornish, Ms. Brown & Mrs. O’Dell
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South Lewis second grade classrooms are having so much fun learning!
Our students would like to share some of their favorite things with you!

Ms. Bradish, Mrs. Gerow, Mrs. Kempney, Mrs. Rockwood
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Mrs. Arthur, Mrs. Markham, Mrs. Peck, and Mrs. Schaefer 

Do you know how difficult it is for kids to get books in Finland?   Did you also know that in 
Thailand they have an elephant delivering books, and some countries even have a Biblioburro?!  
How cool would that be to get books delivered to you by animals?!   Our third graders 
researched all about how kids across the world gain access to books.   Ask them about some 
other countries we explored!   It made us all feel fortunate to have easy access to books both 
online and in person at all of our libraries. 

Guess what creature is totally see-through?  Some weird type of beetle?  Nope.  A fish or worm? 
Not even close!   It’s a glass frog!!   This frog is so transparent that you can see inside its whole 
body and watch its organs at work!  It is so cool that our third graders couldn’t stop reading and 
looking at pictures of the glass frog during our ELA unit on frogs.   We even flung some elastic 
frogs while exploring different forces in our Science unit.   No need to worry though; no 
creatures were harmed in any of our experiments! 

What tool is best suited for math?   Multi-pliers!!   Haha!   We sure need plenty of multi-pliers in 
our classroom this year with all the math we’re learning.   Students have been hard at work 
memorizing multiplication facts and using their math brains.  These mathematicians have become 
word problem wizards, doctors of division, masters of measurement, and rounding rocketeers!  
We are currently having fun with fractions. 

What else have we been up to? We had the opportunity to have Zoo New York visit our 
classrooms to teach us about the adaptations of familiar animals. We loved getting a close up, 
hands-on experience with a skink and a hissing cockroach. We are also embracing the 
opportunity to attend some virtual field trips to enhance our learning. We love “traveling” to see 
new places like the Blue Mountain Museum! This fall we also made apple cider and pretty soon 
we will start a mini-unit on making maple syrup. 
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We have done lots of math and reading work to help 
exercise and grow our brains so far this year! In math 
with Mrs. Abrial, students have been building their fact 
fluency (memorizing math facts quickly) and number 
sense (understanding numbers and their relationships, 
such as how many tens are in 56 and picturing what is 
happening when you multiply numbers together).

In reading groups, students have been working on their 
decoding skills (figuring out what sounds different 
combinations of letters make, such as ai says long a). They 
have also been exercising their brains by making inferences 
while reading (using details from the text and their 
background knowledge to come up with a new idea or 
thought)!
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Mrs. Herring’s Classroom  
This has been an exci,ng new year for us. Not only are we all back in school everyday, but we are also in a nice 
new classroom at the new school! All the students and staff have adjusted nicely to the new building and by 
now have even learned where everything is! It is a great start as one building, one district, and one family!  
Although we are in a new environment, the students s,ll did a great job remembering what to do and geBng 
right to work. We dove right into instruc,on and have already covered quite a bit of instruc,on. We reviewed 
skills in the month of September, while also discussing rules that we have in our classroom, school, and 
communi,es. We have also enjoyed learning about animal homes and ecosystems, maps and geography, 
holidays celebrated in December, and maHer and phases during monthly unit topics. The students also all 
con,nue to improve on their goals in the areas of reading, wri,ng, and math. This year, we s,ll have many 
topics to cover including history and people who brought change; forms of energy, the sun, and electricity; 
wants and needs, producers and consumers, and buying and selling; and Earth and changes. We work hard to 
accomplish our monthly units along with working to achieve our own personal goals. The students have been 
working hard to get all of this done.   

With all of the academic gains we are striving to achieve this year, we will also manage to squeeze in some fun! 
We have enjoyed mee,ng each other and seHling in for the beginning of the school year being all back as one. 
We had fun celebra,ng holidays in school like Halloween and Christmas! With all the fun we have already had 
this year and all the friends we’ve made, we cannot wait for the remainder of the year! 



13

We are excited to be in the computer lab 
full time and we are loving our new lab 
and computers!  K-3 students attend 

keyboarding class two times in a six-day cycle for 
30 minutes and 4th graders 
attend one time in a six-day 
cycle for an hour. 

Students learn a wide range of 
skills in the computer lab.  

‣beginning mouse skills  

‣i dent i fy i ng l e t ters on a       
keyboard; with correct hand 

placement 

‣ Coding (computer  programming),   
robots- Ozobots, Bee Bots, Dash, 
& Sphero 

‣Google Docs and Slides-  learn & 
use various formatting skills.  

Using mouse skills-clicking & 
dragging

Kindergarten students 
using Bee Bots. 

Students practicing 
keyboarding skills. 

Kindergarten students 
using a Bee Bot app 

on the iPads. 

Keyboarding/Computer Applications 
With Mrs. Zehr

Drawing paths for Ozobot to 
“run”.

Bee Bots
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The Importance of Grit in Children from Mrs. Marino’s Resource Room 

Through research and clinical studies, researcher Angela Lee Duckworth 
determined that Grit is a better indicator of future success than IQ or talent. Grit is 
a combination of determination, focus, passion, goal setting, and resilience. It’s the 
ability to persevere in the face of challenges and failure. It is a driver of 
achievement and success, independent of and beyond what talent and intelligence 
contribute. She states “being naturally smart and talented are great, but to truly do 
well and thrive, we need the ability to persevere. Without grit, talent may be 
nothing more than unmet potential. It is only with effort that talent becomes a skill 
that leads to success” (Duckworth 2016).

If you want to help your child develop the all-important tool of grit, here are six ways to do it:

1. Be a positive role model 
Children are often mirrors of their parents, so model “grittiness” for your 
child. Here’s how:

• Handle your mistakes with positivity and/or humor.

• Demonstrate a willingness to face challenges and persevere.

• Discuss mistakes and setbacks with your child, even asking your child for 
advice when appropriate.

2. Allow your child to make mistakes, and teach them to accept them 
It’s tempting to cushion our children from failure, but doing so only prevents them from learning valuable coping skills. 
Instead of preventing your child from failing, teach them how to handle failure appropriately.

• Teach your child that failure is only an opportunity to go back to the drawing board and devise new and better strategies. 
“What went wrong this time? How can we prevent that from happening next time?”

3. Help your child set goals 
Work with your child to set at least one long-term goal, and then help them stick with it.

4. Teach your child to problem solve 
When your child does struggle with problems or setbacks, brainstorm ways to solve the problem. You can offer suggestions 
like, “What if you stayed after school to get some extra help from your teacher?” or, “What if you started your homework a 
little earlier?”

5. Praise effort, not ability 
When you praise effort, your child learns that they can achieve anything through hard work and practice. 
When you praise ability, your child receives the message that traits like intelligence are “fixed.” If they encounter a setback, 
they’ll feel that they have reached the limit of their ability and are more likely to give up instead of exerting increased 
effort.

6. Nurture your child’s passions 
Passion is a major component of grit, so help your child find 
and pursue their passions. 
By using these strategies, you’ll help your child develop the 
powerful tool of grit!

“It’s hard to beat a person who never gives up.”-Babe Ruth
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Hello from the Elementary School Counseling Office! We have 
been very busy in the Elementary School Counseling department 
this year!  Elementary school years set the tone for developing 
the knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary for children to 
become healthy, competent and confident learners. Through a 
comprehensive developmental school counseling program, 
school counselors work as a team with the school staff, parents 
and the community to create a caring climate and atmosphere. 
By providing education, prevention, early identification and 
intervention, school counselors can help all children achieve 
academic success.

Classroom Lessons are in full swing and are being offered one to 
two times per month to students in kindergarten through fourth 
grades. Character Education and the Six Pillars of Character is 
always a major focus along with social emotional lessons with our 
students. During the first few months of school, character 
education lessons have focused around feelings and managing 
emotions, school readiness skills, respect, and caring.

Falcon Friends continues to be a wonderful opportunity offered to 
students. The goal of this program is to provide a mentor-like relationship for an elementary student with a 
positive older role model from the high school. Falcon Friends meet one time per month and they work on 
different activities during the school day. This fall, Falcon Friends also met after school hours, as they were 
invited to watch the dress rehearsal of the Middle School Musical, The Nutcracker. 

There are exciting events coming up in the near future. Kindness Week will be happening in our Elementary 
School the week of March 7th through March 11th. This is a week to celebrate and encourage random acts of 
kindness with a pay it forward mentality!  

Another exciting event we have coming up is The Ned Show! The Ned 
Show is a character education program that centers around three 
important messages that have lifelong relevance: Never give up, 
Encourage others and Do your best. During the assembly, students will 
learn about the importance of these three life skills while also enjoying 

storytelling, magic, humor and yo-yo tricks. The Ned Show will be brought to our school through a virtual 
assembly. 

Kelly 
Whalen
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Welcome back to school from Mrs. Winslow’s 15:1 Program 

I like to begin the school year with teaching students to have a positive mindset. The author, 
Julia Cook, wrote the book Bubble Gum Brain Ready, Get Mindset Grow! Meet Bubble Gum 
Brain and Brick Brain: two kids with two VERY different mindsets. Bubble Gum Brain likes 
to have fun adventures, learn new things, and he doesn’t worry about making great mistakes. 
Brick Brain is convinced that things are just fine the way they are and there's not much he can 
do to change them, so why try? When Bubble Gum Brain shows Brick Brain how to peel off 
his wrapper, Brick Brain begins to realize just how much more fun school and life can be. This 
children’s book provides a great platform for me to encourage students to be open minded and 
practice a growth mindset. I use this resource to explain to students how one's brain can be too 
rigid and how it might be better to "unstick" it and learn to be flexible. This takes practice and 
mistakes are all necessary in order to move forward. My students have enjoyed the book and 
we continue to talk about using our Bubble Gum Brain in order to be more flexible so we can 
learn and grow each day!

This year has been challenging and exciting with starting a new 15:1 program in the 
Elementary School. Students are working hard to gain new skills and keeping a positive 
mindset. It has been a pleasure to get to know my students on a personal level so they can 
continue to learn and grow. It would helpful if students would continue reading at home for at 
least 20 minutes a day. Parents can ask questions and talk about what has been read aloud. In 
the area of math, students should practice their basic facts so they can answer questions 
quicker. I have enjoyed the school year so far, and I look forward to continued success!
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Elementary Art with Ms. Murrock  
  
Hello and Welcome! I am Ms. Murrock and I teach K-4 Art Education at South Lewis 

Elementary.  We have been very busy this year creating lots of artworks and learning all about art!  The 
4th and 3rd grade students are currently learning all about Color Theory and K-2 are learning all about 
lines.    

With the new Elementary Building being built, the students are also in a new art room! We love 
the new room and are creating art everyday in this new beautiful space! I have included a few pictures of 
the new art room below to share.  I enjoy hanging the students artwork all around the new building; they 
all do such a nice job with their art.    

In Art Class we learn about Art History and the Elements of Art.  The students work very hard 
on their drawing skills through directional drawing activities.   We have a lot of fun creating and making 
art.  And that is what it is all about! Creating art! In the art room we have positive attitudes and support 
one another in the creation process.   We have also been working on Meditative Art and practicing ways 
to quiet our minds or to release some of those big emotions in a positive way through artwork.   A 
technique that we have been learning about is called Zen Tangle.   Zen tangling is doodling repetitive 
patterns, lines and designs to help us relax.  It is a practice that combines both mediation and art.    

We will continue learning and growing as Artists. The students will be learning about many more 
artists and their techniques as well as developing their artistic talents.  Anything is possible, just one 

stroke at a time!   
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Where e making happens. 
Middle Schl and High schl Art - Megan Hoch 

Making art is something everyone can do, a place where all students can talk 
through their art. In a piece of work you can express so many different 
emotions. The art room is an environment where our kids can come be 
themselves, share their ideas comfortably and use their artistic license to take 
what they have learned to make a magical masterpiece. To create is to let go 
and explore the possibilities of our dreams. I hope to provide all of my students 
with the tools to be successful in life. Art is not just about the finished product 
but it is about the process in which one journeys to get there. Reflection is 
needed to grow, set new goals and move forward in having a fun, happy, 
successful life.

Currently, the Middle School students are working on painting with food. 
Students have brainstormed a list of food that might be interesting to paint 
with. They work together to problem solve different situations that might 
come about when painting with a more saturated food. Students have 
enjoyed the process of investigation of how different food will print: shape, 
texture and color are all elements of art that we are learning when we print. 
When they are finished, students have a higher level of understanding how 
to problem solve. It is important for our students to learn how to brainstorm 
new ideas, communicate and solve problems to get to a successful 
outcome. It is my job to ask the appropriate questions at the right time, in a 
way I am not giving them the answers, but guiding them to a few possible 
solutions.

In Graphic Design, students in grades 9-12 are using a variety of 
applications to build different designs that can be applied to the real world. 

Currently, students are working on building a magazine cover for a teacher. 
Students were asked to go out into the building and interview their teacher. They also 
planned a photo shoot to get that “wow” picture that will represent their personality.

In Digital Photography, students are participating in the 24-hour Adirondack Challenge 
hosted by The Lake Placid Institute. Students have been working hard to build a portfolio of 
their best work. South Lewis students have been invited to share their pictures of our area. If 
you are out on a local vacation to the mountains, stop in and check us out!

Every year is new and exciting! I feel it is important to set new goals as an educator and for 
our students to do the same. I share my goals with my students because I 
want them to understand the hard work that goes into setting a goal, 
motivating yourself and what it means when you reach that goal. I hope to 
inspire others to think about what is important to them, to set a goal, 
reflect, and to work hard to get there…and to be proud when it happens! 
Success is not just about what you accomplish but it’s also about inspiring 
others to reach their success.
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Marking Art - Cindy Panella 
It is sad that not everyone gets to make some art on a consistent basis. Life pulls us in many direc,ons and it gets more 
and more complicated as we age. Watching high schoolers advance from a simple pinch pot made of clay, to wheel 
throwing skills is the best part of the art room. Sculpture class is so much fun for me to teach, well if you would call it 
teaching. I like to show different examples and let each student create their own path; the only rule is no sleeping in 
class.  Working hard at anything gives one a sense of self respect, some adventure and also a feeling of contentment.  I 
can never predict which freshmen will become my cocreators for the next four years or who it is that will be able to 
endure all the things that go along with the act of making poHery.  Every year like a warm spring air that you are just 
dying to feel, emerge these liHle trout lilies that just open up and spring to life.  The trout lilies are, of course, my juniors 
and seniors that have learned in our art studio there is no chapter one or first base, but a complex array of pathways 
that lead to different outcomes. If you are that shy flower wai,ng to blossom in the back of the woods, those brilliant, 
glorious rays of morning warmth may never hit your petals. You need to come to life, ask ques,ons and chase Ms. 
Panella around the art room because we move fast in here. This day, this chance, to move forward and create may never 
come again and we need to take advantage of every second. 

Freshmen are a liHle quiet and shy but aVer this year if they s,ck with it the amount of knowledge they can gain is 
lifelong.  Studio Art has worked on many projects that involve ,me periods in art such as Bauhaus, Cubism, Surrealism, 
and the newest that has been found is Neurographic Art. This 
art involves a liHle medita,on and awakening of the neurons 
which then leads to a piece of art work. There are many 
videos on this technique so if you feel like it, look one up and 
draw because humans were made to create art. The art room 
should always strive to give off the scent of a dewy 
mushroom, a feel of mist rising from the early morning water, 
the yellowy moon glow color that can never be recreated and 
the feeling of yes,  I can do this. Learning to be responsible, in 
control and loving yourself are the things that come easily 
when art is put into mo,on. It is problem solving, working as a 
team and what a great experience this road of watching those 
trout lilies open up and become their best version of 
themselves is. 
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Our beautiful new space is a great place for 
students to learn about music.  All students in 
grades K - 4 have 60 minutes  of music class 
each six day cycle. 

In addition, fourth grade students have the 
opportunity to participate in chorus and 
instrumental lessons.   

Our new space provides room for movement 
activities and offers easy access to materials. 
We are also set up for utilizing technology 
resources that can bring performances from 
around the world right into the classroom! 
So far this year in music class, students have 
been working on using singing voices, matching 
pitches when singing together, keeping a 
steady beat, and using rhythm sticks to perform 
rhythms using quarter notes, eighth notes and 
quarter rests.  We will continue to work on 
singing together throughout the year as we 
work on our “common repertoire” songs.  These 
are songs that all students in grades K - 4 learn 
so they are able to sing together.  Group 
singing is a great way to build music skills as 
well as a sense of community.  The students 
know several patriotic songs as well as some 
“just for fun songs”.  So far kindergarten has 
been focusing on nursery rhyme songs, but will 
be starting to learn the common repertoire 
songs soon.  We will expand our music reading 
skills in grades 1 - 4 by adding more note 
values and playing our rhythms on classroom 
percussion in addition to using rhythm sticks.  

In December we were able to have two 
assemblies for students to have a chance to 
sing together in large groups.  The morning 
assembly was for UPK and grades 3 and 4.  
The afternoon assembly was for UPK and 
grades K, 1 and 2.  These assemblies were 

recorded and are available for viewing on the South Lewis Central School website.  We recently 
finished a unit in class where students watched the sing along recordings and discussed what they 
did well and what they need to work on to improve future performances.  Students did a nice job 
using musical terms and concepts in the class discussions.   

Welcome to the South Lewis Elementary 
Music Room! Mrs. Chamberlain 
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7th Grade General Music Students Learn About Rhythm And How Modern Rock/Pop Music Came To Be 

Mr. Muller 

Mr. Muller’s 7th Grade General Music Class spends its 10 weeks on the basic rhythms of snare 
drumming. Students perform on “practice pads” which are a good simulation of playing on an 
actual snare drum. They are able to learn about and experience the playing of some of the very 
basic rhythms that snare drum students perform.

Students are also presented with a detailed history about how, 
when and why Rock and Roll became so popular in America, 
and what new styles of it came along in the passing years. They 
are also given information about how technology played a part 
in its progression. They are presented with a number of people, 
groups, and songs that helped bring about its popularity as an 
important part of music in America. It is also pointed out how 
today’s musicians are highly influenced in what they create now, 
by those who created the music years ago.

SIXTH GRADE MUSIC STUDENTS LEARN TO PLAY THE 
STEEL DRUMS 

Sixth Graders will take Music for ten weeks at some point in time during 
their sixth grade year. One of the units of study for the students is learning to 
play the steel drums. This unique instrument is fun to play and allows a 
hands on approach to teaching music 
literacy. The students continue to 
reinforce their understanding of reading 
and counting music through performance. 
The students learn how the steel drums 
are made, different forms of steel drums, 
how to hold the mallet and strike the 
drum appropriately to get a pleasing and 
beautiful tone. By the end of the ten week 
course the students will be able to 
accurately perform about five songs 
utilizing various notes and rhythms.
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The Senior High Concert Band will travel via motor coach to Cleveland, Ohio May 5- 
May 8, 2022. One of the primary focuses of the trip will be an evalua,ve 
performance for two qualified adjudicators. The adjudicators will have copies of the 
music the band is performing and will provide wriHen and recorded verbal 
comments. This authen,c assessment gives immediate feedback of both posi,ve 
aspects of our performance as well as construc,ve cri,cism. We will actually be 
able to hear ourselves perform, along with the comments being said in real ,me.  
During the band’s ,me in Cleveland, they will visit The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, 
Cleveland Zoo, and Cleveland Museum of Art. They will have a dinner cruise aboard 
the Nau,ca Queen and visit the Football Hall of Fame. They will visit Cedar Point 
amusement park. The band also has great first base sea,ng as the Cleveland 
Indians take on the Toronto Blue Jays.   

Senior High Band to Perform in Cleveland, Ohio
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L. Frank Baum’s classic novel comes to life in The Wizard of Oz. This faithful adaptation by the 
Royal Shakespeare Company features all the most beloved songs and moments from the 1939 
classic film, brought to life onstage. Young Dorothy Gale (Marina Munn) is swept away by a tornado 
from her Kansas farm to the magical Land of Oz. There, she encounters a host of whimsical 
characters: good witches, bad witches, animals that talk, scarecrows that walk, and things magical 
to behold. To find her way home, she must journey along the Yellow Brick Road with her friends 
Scarecrow (Conner Whalen), Tinman (Aiden Sampson), and the Cowardly Lion (Kyle Lawrence) to 
see the mysterious and all-powerful Wizard (Mitchell Domagala) in Emerald City. Along the way she 
must also brave many dangers, including the Wicked Witch of the West (Elanie Foster), who will 
stop at nothing to get her hands on Dorothy’s magical ruby slippers. To make it home safely, 
Dorothy must learn an important lesson with the help of Glinda the good witch (Annabelle Morley): 
there’s no place like home. 
The Wizard of Oz will be in the South Lewis Auditorium March 17, 18, and 19 at 7:00 pm.   Tickets 
are $6 for adults, $5 for students and senior citizens.   The rainbow pass  is available for all three 
performances at the cost of $15 for adults and $12 for students and senior citizens.  Pre-sale tickets 
are available through the South Lewis attendance office starting March 1st.  We will also have 
tickets for sale at the door.   Come show our kids how much we have missed seeing them on 
stage!!!! See you over the rainbow! 
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Our current module is Lyddie, by Katherine Paterson. The main 
character, Lyddie Worthen, and her family must face a lot of hard 
things living on a farm in Vermont in the 1840s. One of these 
things is Lyddie facing off with a bear! She has to scare the bear 
away to protect her mother and siblings: Charles, Rachel, and 
Agnes. Throughout the book, Lyddie compares her incident with 
the bear to many challenges on her journey from the country life 
in Vermont to the city life in Massachusetts. During this module, 
students will debate whether Lyddie is a Slave or a Free person, 
compare and contrast the working conditions from the 1800s 
(Lyddie), 1900s (Cesar Chavez), and today (Wegmans). Students 
will also research current working conditions in developing and 
undeveloped countries, which opened their eyes to, "Who really 
makes our clothing?" From this research, they will create a 
brochure of their findings.

In our next module, students explore the life of Frederick Douglass, the escaped slave and noted abolitionist who 
wrote Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. The module focuses on the questions of what makes stories 
powerful and on understanding an author’s purpose. In addition, students analyze how writers use figurative 
language and word choice to convey meaning.

Please contact me anytime at cshedd@southlewis.org

7
Mr. Shedd

                          The Middle School Bands Are Having A Great Year!! Mr. Muller

For the first time, since December of 2019, The South Lewis Music Department was able to have “in-person concerts”. 
December 14th was a big night for Middle School students and parents. The Middle School bands put on fabulous 
performances for the first time in 734 days. Since returning from Christmas Break, the bands have been looking toward 
Spring. The “6th Grade Band”, as they were in December, increased by over 100% on January 31st, to a “full 5th/6th Grade 
Band. Since students could not take a band instrument in 4th Grade last year, due to Covid restrictions, there were no “2nd 
year 5th Graders” to add to the already experienced 6th Graders. Students who took recorder in 4th Grade, and any others 
who wanted to start a band instrument, were given the option of doing so this fall. They took “lessons only” for the first 2 
marking periods, then joining band in the 3rd Marking Period, which began on Jan. 31.

The bands are now working on music to hopefully be performed in-person, in the spring. The Spring Concert, to be held on 
Tuesday May 17th, will be a “Festival Of Bands” that will highlight all bands in the South Lewis Central School District, 
from the younger students, up through High School. That will be the Middle School Bands’ “Home Game”. After that, 
hopefully comes their “Away Game” where they perform in competition for judges, and enjoy a day at Six Flags Darien 
Lake. That trip is on Friday June 3rd. The 5/6 Band is working on an Arrangement of “Bugler’s Dream” which is known to 
most as the theme of The Olympics. Mr. Muller thought this was fitting as a salute to Team USA in the 2022 Winter 
Olympic Games. Other pieces include “Chase Through The Midnight Forrest”, “Anasazi Legend”, and “Castles and 
Kings”.

The 7/8 Band is working on “Terracotta”, “Discovery Overture”, “Valiance”, and an arrangement of the famous song by 
Queen “Bohemian Rhapsody”.
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JUNIORS 
Take College Entrance Exams: College-bound Juniors are encouraged to 
take the ACT or SAT this spring. To register for the ACT, go to 
www.actstudent.org. The registration si te for the SAT is 
www.collegeboard.org. South Lewis’ school code number is 335653. Fee 
waivers are available for students who meet the criteria. See Mrs. Bronson 
in the School Counseling Office for help with fee waivers. All juniors 
have access to Method Test Prep to practice for these exams. 
Practice the test by taking sample versions. Get plenty of sleep and eat a well-balanced breakfast before your test. Be sure to 
read the directions and test questions carefully. Pace yourself so you have time to review your work. 
 
SAT Test Date: May 7th 
Registration Deadline: April 8th 
Cost: $52.00 (no writing) 
$68.00 (with writing) 
 
ACT Test Date: June 11th 
Registration Deadline: May 6th Cost: $55.00 (no writing) 
$70.00 (with writing) 
 
Find the college that is right for you. Ask your school counselor for help. Use the College Board Big Future search. 
Complete a FastWeb College Search (www.fastweb.com). Try a program search on www.suny.edu. Learn more about 
schools via their websites, campus visits, and college fairs. Visit Colleges: Juniors should be researching and visiting a 
variety of colleges this spring and summer with their parents. Contact the college online or by phone to set up an 
appointment for a college visit. Please contact the School Counseling Office for assistance. Most colleges have excellent 
virtual visits if they are not offering in-person visits.

SOPHOMORES 
It is not too early to start researching careers and colleges. Try visiting the following college search websites: 
www.SUNY.edu., www.petersons.com , 
www.fastweb.com (they also offer a good scholarship search) www.nycolleges.org.  
If you want career information/descriptions, try: NYS Department of Labor website 
 www.careerZone.org, www.bls.gov/oco , www.planstudent.org , www.mappingyourfuture.org (Look at the “Career Ship” 
section).  
If you haven't done so already, you should meet with your school counselor to discuss career and college plans and select 
your classes for next year. Make an appointment today. 

FRESHMEN 
Talk to your teacher if you have questions about your lab work. Your class record is important for preparing for college and 
your future career. Choose challenging courses for your schedule and keep an eye on your GPA (Grade Point Average). 
 
Scheduling for 2022-2023 is in progress.  
Junior student course requests were completed in January. Sophomore and Freshman course requests should be completed 
by the end of March. Please review the course selections made by your child. Please call Mrs. Burmingham or Ms. Green at 
315-348-2530 if you have questions or concerns regarding your child's course requests for next year.

Scholarship Update

Seniors should continue to check the scholarship bulletin that is updated and emailed to you every month. The scholarship 
bulletin is also emailed to parents. Please take the time to apply for any scholarships that you are eligible for. Watch 
deadlines carefully. Updated bulletins are available in the School Counseling Office. Please contact the college financial 
office to ask about college-specific scholarships. Continue working hard in your courses. Remember that there are many 
school-sponsored scholarships available and it is important to maintain your grades and work ethic throughout the rest of 
your senior year. Good luck with scholarships!

High Schl 
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SOUTH LEWIS HIGH SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP BULLETIN 

Below is scholarship information for college bound seniors.  If interested in any scholarship, please stop in the School 
Counseling Office for more information.   
Be sure to give your teachers two weeks’ notice when asking for a letter of recommendation. 
Please bring the completed scholarship applications in before their due date so we can make sure you have everything 
you need. Deadlines are very important.  Snow days do not give you extensions. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

2022 SOUTH LEWIS LIONS CLUB SCHOLARSHIP is awarded to a senior who is continuing their education in 
special, corrective, or remedial education.   Students must be entering one of the following areas of study:  Sight or Work 
with the Blind, Hearing or Speech, Physical Therapy, Human Services, Social Services and Education. 
Deadline:  April 4th   

2022 DEKIN EDUCATIONAL TRUST Scholarship is open only to Lewis County graduates, need financial 
assistance and majoring in Engineering or Nursing.   This is a $1,500 scholarship that a student did win last year 
from South Lewis.  Interested students must request an application from the Trustee.  The School Counseling 
Office has more information on this scholarship. 
Deadline:  March 12th  

ABBOTT AND FENNER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM is open to all seniors.  Visit http://
www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm to apply. 
Deadline:  June 12th  

ASMC NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP is for outstanding high school students who are entering the field of 
study directly related to Finance, Accounting, Business Administration, Public Administration or Economics.  
Preferably students would be in the upper one-third of the graduating class or have an average of 3.0 or above.  
You will need two letters of recommendation and an essay. 
Deadline:  March 31st  

CAITLIN BORELLI COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the J.S. Koster Hose Company to a 
graduating senior boy and girl living in the Port Leyden fire district who has contributed to their community. The 
application is available in the School Counseling office. 
Deadline:  March 1st 

CHARLES J. LOVE POST 406 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY Scholarship AWARD is offered to a 
deserving graduating high school senior who exemplifies good citizenship and is a son, daughter, or grandchild 
of a member of the Charles J. Love Post 406 Auxiliary in Boonville.  Applications are available in the School 
Counseling Office. 
Deadline:  March 1st  

COACH F. DAVID MCCAULEY MEMORIAL Scholarship will be given to a senior boy who participated in 
two varsity sports (one must be football or track), is in good academic standing, shown positive citizenship and 
has been a leader through athletics and everyday school life. Interested students must write a personal statement 
on their career goals and ambitions, the institution that he will be attending in the fall and include how their 
endeavors and education at South Lewis helped them identify these goals. 
Deadline:  May 3rd 

https://5mucu.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/uwXS0WrWXde2xuAzWpyikqac0YN3fTcXvSzMpbVKUwA_BsImzVHP_nkIv1q_Cg7ynUrBlOhpsKsvCThpo8E9gnEjR4x9MGTxs9JYPLSKMxxL3rU3TOzpL7AJnQ8xFnRP3JHqT-clTj4dnR1imDG1Qvvc7Yh0qpYA0yAh_RDoHjlUuqxaqtWnYtthHrXfEieA0qodcRSz0QCXYktPnos7W4n7stJY09l94A%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://5mucu.r.a.d.sendibm1.com/mk/cl/f/uwXS0WrWXde2xuAzWpyikqac0YN3fTcXvSzMpbVKUwA_BsImzVHP_nkIv1q_Cg7ynUrBlOhpsKsvCThpo8E9gnEjR4x9MGTxs9JYPLSKMxxL3rU3TOzpL7AJnQ8xFnRP3JHqT-clTj4dnR1imDG1Qvvc7Yh0qpYA0yAh_RDoHjlUuqxaqtWnYtthHrXfEieA0qodcRSz0QCXYktPnos7W4n7stJY09l94A%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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DESIRAE LYNN FAILING MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP is open to students pursuing a degree in Early Childhood/
Elementary Education.  The student must be in good standing relative to conduct, attendance and commitment to his/her 
education.  Pick up an application in the High School Counseling Office. 
Deadline:  May 3rd 

ELIZABETH B. BUSH Scholarship is open to Lewis County students in the top 15% of their class.  South 
Lewis is guaranteed at least one $1,000.00 winner and have had more in the past. 
Deadline: March 25th 

FIREMAN’S ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK SCHOLARSHIP is open to an actively participating 
volunteer firefighter or junior firefighter, including BSA Explorer posts, Venturing Crews and RAMS – or participate in a 
volunteer EMS program.  Applications are online at www.fasny.com 
Deadline:  March 15th  

GARY W. SMALLMAN MEMORIAL Scholarship is open to a graduating senior at one of the Lewis County 
High Schools who will be pursuing a college degree in law Enforcement or Criminal Justice. Applications are 
available in the School Counseling office.  
Deadline:  TBD    

GROWMARK Foundation is offering a scholarship opportunity to seniors pursuing a two-or four-year degree 
or trade school certification in an agriculture-related field.  The online application can be found at 
www.growmark.com/about-us/corporate-commitments 
Deadline:  April 14th  

JENNIFER LYNN KRAEGER COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the family of Jennifer to a 
graduating senior boy and girl living in the Constableville area. The application is available in the School Counseling 
office. 
Deadline: March 1st 

JEFFERSON-CAN SCHOLARSHIP provides full-tuition (not books, housing or fees), merit-based 
scholarships for the first year of study at JCC for all students in the top 15% of their graduating class.  You must 
apply to JCC before April 15th to be eligible. 

LEWIS COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY Scholarship is available to seniors who are planning 
on entering the health field.  Applications are available in the School Counseling office.  Please bring the 
completed application to the Counseling Office; we will mail the application for you. 
Deadline:  April 1st    

LINDA PAYNE COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the Constableville Fire Department to a graduating 
senior boy and girl living in the Constableville fire district who has contribute to their community.  The application is 
available in the School Counseling office. 
Deadline:  March 1st 

MICHAEL PEVNY COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD is presented by the Lyons Falls Fire Department to a graduating 
senior boy and girl living in the Turin, 3-G or Lyons Falls fire district who has contributed to their community. The 
application is available in the School Counseling office. 
Deadline: March 1st 

NEW YORK FARM BUREAU offers a scholarship to students who are a member of the Family Farm Bureau or Student 
Farm Bureau.  Information and applications are available at www.nyfb.org or by calling 1-800-342-4143. 
Deadline:  March 1st 

http://www.fasny.com
http://www.growmark.com/about-us/corporate-commitments
http://www.nyfb.org
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NEW YORK STATE RETIRED TEACHER’S ASSOCIATION, INC. SCHOLARSHIP (North Central 
Zone) is open to high school seniors in Jefferson and Lewis County pursuing a career in the teaching profession.  
Applications available in the Counseling Office or can downloaded from NNYCF site.  
Deadline:  March 15th   (received by) 

NYS ASSOCIATION OF AGRICULTURAL FAIRS & SHOWPEOPLE’S ASSOCIATION is open to 
students who have been active in their local fairs and who intend to pursue or who are pursuing a degree.  
Applications can be found at www.nyfairs.org/scholarship.htm.  
Deadline: April 8th     

NORBERT GAZIN Scholarship is open to students who were born in Lewis County (living in Lewis County 
at the time of their birth), been a resident of the County for at least 5 years, will graduate from a Lewis County 
school and has no felony convictions.  Priority will be given to students entering the fields of Engineering, Ag, 
and Forestry with at least a 75 average.  As in the past, any student planning on attending college may apply for 
this scholarship regardless of major if they have at least an 80 average.  Alumni may also apply if they have a 
2.5 cumulative GPA.   The Counseling Office has the application.  If you are planning on attending college, 
apply for this!  
Deadline:  March 25th 

NORTHERN NEW YORK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, INC. SCHOLARSHIPS are open to residents of 
Jefferson and Lewis Counties who will be full-time undergraduate students.   Applications are online at www.nnycf.org  
ALL STUDENTS PLANNING TO ATTEND COLLEGE SHOULD COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION.  Students 
attending any type of college, including technical schools are eligible.  This is a one year award.  Give as much 
information as you can on your application.  Provide specific details in the work experience, school & community 
activities, and any unusual hardships or special family or personal circumstances sections of the application.  (Tell your 
story.)  Promote yourself by telling them what you want to study and why.  Describe your career goals and aspirations.  
What makes you, you?   
You will be required to complete the online application, write an essay, have two appraisal forms completed and 
submitted, and your official transcript.  Start now; it takes some time to complete all of this. 
Deadline:  March 15th   
There are many different scholarships available through the NNYCF so please apply!  They cannot consider you 
for an award if they do not have your information. 

NORTH COUNTRY GOES GREEN IRISH FESTIVAL is open to students/alumni who plan on enrolling in an 
academic program leading to a degree in a field of education and there is an additional scholarship for vocational school 
student/alumni planning to attend an advanced vocational program.  The online application is available at 
www.nnycf.org. 
Deadline:  April 1st 

THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN MILITARY ENGINEERS is intended for students pursuing a college 
education in engineering, architecture, construction management or a related field.  Applications are available in 
the School Counseling Office. 
Deadline:  April 22nd  

We are available to assist you with your scholarship applications, essays, and recommendations.

http://www.nyfairs.org
http://www.nnycf.org
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1:1 Device Refresh 
  

Since the implementation of our 1:1 Device Initiative in 2017, South Lewis students and district staff have 
realized many positive outcomes of all students having their own device such as: 

• Improved student engagement 
• Preparation of our students for digital literacy 
• Shift in learning activities from paper and pen to online 
• Improved communication between teachers and students 
• Increased student achievement 
• Preparation of our students for college and career readiness 
•

However, over the last year, we began to see some limitations with the original technology as well as wear 
and tear from day-to-day usage.  As a result of this, South Lewis will be using federal funding to refresh all 
student devices.  Grades 3-12 will be receiving new touch screen chromebooks with cases. Students in 
grades PK-2 will be receiving new iPads.  Please remind your child to care for their devices and if they 
bring them home, remember to bring them to school everyday fully charged and ready to use.   
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Universal Pre-Kindergarten Registration 
South Lewis Elementary School 

Deadline – June 3, 2022

All South Lewis Central School District students who turn four (4) 
years old on or before December 1, 2022 are eligible for Universal Pre-
Kindergarten (UPK) in September 2022. The school will provide 
transportation to and from school for all students and the UPK program 
will include both morning and afternoon sessions. If you are interested 
in registering your child for Universal Pre-Kindergarten, please contact Beth Schindler, South Lewis 
Elementary Secretary, 315-348-2600. The registration deadline is June 3, 2022. If we have more students 
register than the spaces available, a lottery system will then be used to select students. Selection is not based on 
the order in which students register. If you have specific questions about UPK, you may contact Chris Villiere 
or Christine Sobel, Elementary Principals, at 315-348-2600.

Kindergarten Registration 
South Lewis Elementary School

All South Lewis Central School District students who turn five (5) years old on or before December 1, 2022 are 
eligible to begin Kindergarten in September 2022. Please contact the elementary secretary, Beth Schindler, at 
315-348-2600 if you have not already done so, to ensure that your child is registered for Kindergarten. If you 
have specific questions about Kindergarten, you may contact Chris Villiere or Christine Sobel, Elementary 
Principals, at 315-348-2600.


