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5th Grade Students Study Athletes in American History 
 
Fifth grade students in ELA are working on an Athletes in American History project.  The project 

started with the study of Jackie Robinson and his contributions to both baseball and society and 

the fact that he was instrumental in helping break the color barrier in baseball.   For the individual 

projects, students researched an athlete that broke a barrier of some sort in their sport; for exam-

ple, first woman athlete, first African American athlete, first disabled athlete.  Requirements were 

to create a poster and multimedia slideshow, both of which were presented to the class.  Posters 

consisted of images and graphics/art relating to their athlete, a written summary, a fact sheet, and 

a timeline of major events in the life of the athlete they chose.  

Brecken Weatherman’s 
Presentation and Poster of 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

Haley Parks:  Presentation and 
Poster on Bethany Hamilton 

Poster of Lisa Leslie by Kaitlyn Fruits 

Poster of Jim Abbot by Cooper Courson 



A Magical Day at MGS 
It was a magical day at Minneapolis Grade School on April 21, 2022, when students and staff were entertained by Glenda and Mike 

Mann’s magic, comedy and ventriloquism show.  This fun and engaging experience gave students the opportunity to see how others 

have taken their skills and applied them to a read-world career with the purpose of entertaining and educating others.  

Mike and Glenda have performed together for over 18 years throughout the United States for audiences of all ages.  At a very young 

age, Glenda had a love of music and illusions.  To increase her knowledge and skills, she attended many magic conventions and 

studied her magic under some of the world’s greatest magicians.  Mike, learned the art of ventriloquism by checking out books from 

the library and spending thousands of hours practicing.  When first starting, the Manns performed a musical act.  After being asked 

to perform for some children, they looked for something more appealing to children and decided to try magic.  Mike’s inspiration for 

ventriloquism came from TV personalities like Jim Henson.  Like students challenged by a project-based learning activity, the 

Manns built on what they knew and loved by asking questions, investigating, interacting with others and reflecting on those experi-

ences.  They grew in their knowledge of music, comedy, magic and ventriloquism to improve and build their careers.  

Opportunities like this show students how projects and passions make the world go ’round — for almost any endeavor — designing 

a web page, starting and building a business, becoming a financial advisor, learning a 

new technology, and yes, even becoming a magician or ventriloquist.  It also reinforces 

the importance of teamwork to make something happen and illustrates how projects can 

be a fantastic way to explore new ideas, pursue interests, and ultimately lead to meeting 

career or life goals.  

Mike and Glenda’s shows also use audience participation throughout the show, giving 

students the chance to participate in the  magic, ask questions and interact with others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Not every        
project needs to 
change the 
world.  It just 
needs to impact 
and inspire one              
learner.” 



Third Grade Students Study Friendly Letter Writing 

T he purpose of this third grade project was to incorporate the use of project based learning to build letter 
writing skills when writing a friendly letter—a letter someone might write to a friend, relative, peer, or other 
acquaintance.  Lessons focused on proper letter structure (heading, salutation, body, closing and signature) 
and correct formatting (margins, spacing, capitalization, punctuation, addresses, 
and return address).  In addition to learning proper mechanics, students received 
instruction on what to include in a friendly letter.  Friendly letters are written to 
keep in touch with someone, update them about your life, convey best wishes, 
express congratulations, etc.   
 
After focusing on content and proper form, students worked on organizing their 
thoughts and feelings in order to effectively communicate the content of their 
letter and improve informal writing skills.  Applying the learned skills, the               
students wrote two or three “practice” letters addressed to relatives, friends, or 
other significant people in their lives.   The culminating activity was for students 
to make connections and broaden their real life experiences by writing one final, 
friendly letter that will be mailed to an MGS alumni who is serving in the                
U.S. Army.   

3rd Grade students hold a large manila envelope 
containing all of their letters that are ready 

to be mailed. 

“Projects are great learning tools for 
learning, as well as assessments of 
learning.” 



Student Art Projects on Display at MGS 
E ach school year a theme is chosen at Minneapolis Grade School which provides a 
common focus for teachers and students and creates a sense of purpose and community 
within the school building.  This year’s theme was “Keep Digging.  Keep Working.  
You’re Almost There”, from the movie Raya and the Last Dragon.  The yearly theme 
drives the artwork created by students throughout the school year and is displayed at the 
Cub Backer Carnival each spring.  A variety of art tools and techniques were used at the different grade levels 
to incorporate the story of the characters and scenes in the movie.   

 
Kindergarten Art 

Tuk Tuk 
 

Overlapping, layering, texture, 
cool colors, shades and tints, 
drawing, cutting, and properly 
using glue 
were some of 
the techniques 
and skills 
used for this               
project.      

 
 

1st Grade Art 
Sisu 

Guided drawing, crayon resist, 
mixing watercolor paint and 
salt, and using texture boards 
were techniques and skills used 
to draw and paint Sisu and 
create the textured frames. 

2nd Grade Art 
Ongi Monkeys and Con 

Baby  
 

Directed drawing, crayon 
resist, washable markers, 
blending, shades of color, 
cutting, overlapping and 
gluing were techniques and 
skills used 
for this 
2nd grade 
project. 
 
 

1st Grade Collaborative  
Paper plate and Crepe paper 

Dragon 
 

Each 1st grade classroom worked togeth-
er to make the individual parts for their 
class paper plate and crepe paper dragon. 
The three dragons hung from the ceiling 
in the front foyer at MGS.  
 
 

2nd Grade 
Paper Dragon Art 

 
Using line to make shapes and scissors to cut the shapes, 
students in Mrs. Mortimer’s second grade classroom 
created dragons that decorated the front foyer at MGS.  
Texture was added to the body of the dragons using 
rigatoni pieces to make object prints.   

3rd Grade Art 
Oil Pastel Drawings of Sisu 

 
Third grade students gained confidence in their ability to 
follow guided drawing and use oil pastels to create vi-
brant colored Sisu dragons.  Layering colors and using 
outlining to make shapes and colors POP were encour-
aged.   
 
To create a frame for Sisu, students worked on drawing 
lines and cutting skills to interlace strips together to make 
a woven frame for their oil pastel drawings.      3rd 



4th Grade Art 
Raya 

Elements of art—line, shape, color, texture 
and space were emphasized in this project.  

The second part of the project required group 
collaboration and gave students the freedom 
to express themselves creatively using differ-
ent tools and art mediums. 

4th Grade Art 
Dyan, Pan and Uka 

 
Overlapping; using hatching, crosshatching, shading and blending to 
change values in a drawing and soften lines; and the use of artist 
sketching pencils, blending stumps and tortillions were the tech-
niques, skills and tools used for this project.   

5th Grade Art 
East and Southeast Asian Architecture 

 
Blending, shading, recognizing and painting with cool colors 
were art elements used for the background scene.  Different 
types of  Asian architecture were discussed to motivate students 
to make sketches of palaces, pavilions, storied buildings and 
pagodas.  Drawings were transferred to styrofoam trays used as 
a printing plate.  Art brayers were used to roll paint on the print-
ing plate and students made prints of their buildings on their 
background scene. 

Chinese Paper Lanterns 
6th Grade 

Students were given a sheet of paper with 
their first and last name written in Chinese 
and Japanese.  They traced one or both trans-
lations onto their art paper.  Working around 
their name(s), they filled the spaces with 
drawings of objects from Asian culture.  Us-
ing metallic markers, they completed and 
colored their designs and then finished them 

6th Grade Art 

Sixth Grade students were introduced to the grid enlargement 
technique to create drawings of Raya.  They learned to closely ob-
serve and focus on the lines in each square of their reference photo 
and then duplicate those lines in the corresponding square on the 
larger paper where they were creating their drawing. 
 
Students were given artist’s drawing pencils, which included 12 
different pencils, ranging in scale and grade from 6H to 8B.  They 
learned which pencils were harder and made lighter lines, which 
were softer and darker and worked better for blending and shading.  
The were given blending stumps and tortillions to soften lines and create gradual tran-
sition between colors or values.  They explored how value is used to emphasize different 
parts of a drawing, either with blending, hatching, cross-hatching, or stippling. 

5th Grade Art 
Tuk Tuk Mixed Media Project 

 
Guided drawing was used to help students draw Tuk Tuk on a cardboard 
background.  Watercolor pencils were used to color and shade Tuk Tuk’s 
face, feet and body sections.  Scales from pine cones were glued on the shell 
after students learned about Mosaics, and the final step was the painting of 
the background using cool colors that were blended together to create differ-
ent shades of blues and greens. 






