
Little Ferry Public School
130 Liberty Street ◇ Little Ferry, NJ 07643
Phone: 201-641-6192 ◇ Email: jdunn@lfboe.org

Jimmy Dunn - Supervisor of Curriculum & Instruction

August 15,  2022

Dear Families/Guardians,

As a result of the disruption to education due to the COVID-19 pandemic, opportunities to deliver instruction and supports for
learning acceleration remain a critical priority at the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE). Pursuant to the
Commissioner's regulatory authority, local educational agencies (LEAs) are required to administer the Start Strong assessment as
part of the overall Statewide assessment system in the Fall of 2022.  The assessment is given in ELA grades 4-10, Mathematics
grades 4-8, Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II, and in Science grades 6, 9, and 12. It can be administered in approximately 45-60
minutes and will provide immediate results to educators through the assessment platform. Finally, it will include the same
accessibility features and accommodations as the New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA).

The Start Strong assessments utilize three performance levels (“Strong Support May Be Needed;” “Some Support May Be
Needed;” and “Less Support May Be Needed”) to aid educators and families in making decisions about the types of support that
students may need. The assessments are not meant to replace any preferred assessment strategies being used locally but can be
used to complement existing e�orts to gather standards-based data (local benchmarks such as i-Ready, writing samples,
assignments, homework, etc.) at the beginning of the school year.

The Start Strong assessments are intentionally brief, designed to maximize instructional time and quickly provide critical data to
teachers and school leaders. These assessments provide schools and districts the �exibility to address students’ unique needs at the
beginning of the school year. Each Start Strong assessment consists of just one unit. A student may take up to two content areas
of Start Strong in a single day. There are no open-ended test items. All test items are machine-scorable, which allows for same day
score reporting.

As per the NJDOE, Start Strong assessments will be administered in person from August 31, 2022 through September 30, 2022.

Little Ferry Schools will begin testing on or about September 12 thru September 23.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this NJDOE mandate, please feel free to contact me at 201-641-6192 ext. 3403 or
jdunn@lfboe.org .

Sincerely,

Jimmy Dunn
Supervisor of Curriculum & Instruction
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