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February 16, 2022 
 
 
Dear Maple Run Community, 
 

Governor Scott announced yesterday that beginning on Monday, February 28 the mask mandate for 
schools in Vermont with an 80% vaccination rate or higher will no longer be in effect.  
 

It is important to note that: 
1. The change in the masking requirement is only for schools with a vaccination rate of 80% or 

higher; all other schools must continue masking in accordance with the Governor’s guidelines. 
2. The State will verify each school’s vaccination rate, but this data is not yet available. 

Superintendents have not been informed as to when this data will be provided.  
 
Similar to other COVID policy and guidance changes, this announcement requires us to pause, consider 
our local context, review the written guidance, and then provide you with more detailed information as 
to how the change will be implemented. 
 
Once we receive the verified vaccination rates, written guidance, and our questions are addressed, we 
can begin developing an implementation plan with other superintendents in the region. After those 
steps are completed, we will share further information with you as we move to the next iteration of our 
COVID-19 operating environment. 
 
We recognize that this will be a significant change that will bring about a variety of thoughts and 
emotions.  When this change goes into effect, anyone who chooses to continue to wear a mask will 
certainly be welcome to do so.  We will encourage kindness and understanding between those who 
have different opinions and emotions around masking. We recognize that some will be excited to take 
off masks and would like to do so as soon as possible and that for others taking off masks brings feelings 
of fear and anxiety.  We ask everyone to recognize that we are all in different places when it comes to 
how we will feel about these changes.  
 
In the meantime, we intend to continue to come back from winter break wearing masks at all of our 
schools. If we have the information we need to create an implementation plan and the number of 
positive cases have not spiked after winter break, we will then be prepared to follow the Governor’s 
guidance as early as mid-March. 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bill Kimball 
Superintendent of Schools 


