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Dr. Meghan 
Hill

St. Louis, MO, USA Superintendent Central Office

Dr. Hill has been a member of the SLLIS team since 2011. She taught multiple grades in The French School, then 
served as a SLLIS principal from 2016 to 2018 before stepping into her role as SLLIS Superintendent in June 2018.
A Teach for America alum, Dr. Hill is a dedicated educator with a passion for serving the families of St. Louis City. Dr. 
Hill holds a Doctorate and Master’s of Education in Educational Leadership from Saint Louis University and a Master’s 
degree in French from Washington University in St. Louis. She is a certified teacher in the areas of elementary 
education, Spanish, and French and holds a Principal and Superintendent license for the state of Missouri. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Dr. Anthony 
Graham

St. Louis, MO, US Talent Director Central Office

Anthony Graham has over a decade of experience working in the field of education across the country, including 
Detroit, Chicago, St. Louis, Southern Illinois, and rural Alaska. His teaching experience encompasses every grade from 
Pre-K through sixth grade. Dr. Graham served as an Assistant Principal (K-8) and Principal (ECC-8) in St. Louis and a 
Central Office Administrator across three departments in addition to his teaching roles. As someone who strongly 
believes all students deserve a quality education, Dr. Graham has also worked in various capacities at learning 
support centers, developing and implementing behavior and academic interventions for students of all ages, from 
toddlers to adult learners.
As a lifelong learner with a strong passion for education, Dr. Graham pursued a unique educational path. He holds an 
A.A.S. in Agriculture Business and Agriculture Production and Management from Rend Lake College, a B.A. in 
Anthropology with a minor in Sociology from Southern Illinois University, an M.A. in Teaching with specialization in 
Elementary Education from Oakland University, an M.A. in Educational Leadership and Policy from the University of 
Michigan, where he also obtained his Principal Certification, and an Ed.D. in Educational Practice with a central focus 
in Global Education and Leadership from the University of Missouri - St. Louis.
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Sharifa 
Blackwell

Principal Central Office

Sharifa Blackwell has been dedicated to the field of education for more than fifteen years, working with students 
from diverse backgrounds in grades K-12. She taught Spanish, ESL, served as a Bilingual Coordinator & Instructional 
Coach at a Dual Language School, and served as an Assistant Principal at a high performing charter school in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Ms. Blackwell's most recent administrative experience was in Decatur, Illinois where she served 
as Assistant Principal of the STEAM Academy at Stephen Decatur Middle School.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Michael 
Wheeler

London, England Assistant 
Principal

Central Office

Michael Wheeler has worked in education for eight-years in both England and the United States. He has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education from the University of Roehampton in London, and a Master’s Degree in School 
Leadership and Administration from Missouri State University. Mr. Wheeler will also be completing his doctorate at 
Maryville University this year.
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Hannah 
Stout

St. Louis, MO, USA Assistant 
Principal

Central Office

Hannah Stout has a deep belief in the potential of each child to achieve at high levels. She has dedicated her career 
to serving the children of St. Louis. Ms. Stout has held various school-based roles, including: classroom teacher, 
reading interventionist, Dean of School Culture, and Instructional Coach. She has an undergraduate degree in French, 
master’s degrees in Elementary Education and Educational Leadership, and is currently a doctoral candidate in 
Educational Leadership. Ms. Stout is passionate about literacy and ensuring that each child has access to an excellent 
and equitable education. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Dr. Tim 
Cochran

  Director of 
Federal Programs

Central Office

Dr. Cochran served as a classroom teacher for 8 years in the Lindbergh School District.  From 2001-2009 he served as 
the Assistant Principal at North Kirkwood Middle School, and from 2009-2021 he served as the head Principal at 
NKMS.  Dr. Cochran holds an undergraduate degree in elementary education and graduate degree in school 
administration from UMSL, and an EdS and EdD from Maryville University. His wife Courtney is a teacher in the 
Rockwood School District and he has two children who attend Lindbergh High School- Hayden is a Senior and 
Camden a Sophomore.  Dr. Cochran also has a dog named Max!



SLLIS
Middle School Program Open 

House Series

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Gloria 
Howell

Shiloh, IL, USA Operations 
Director

Central Office

Gloria Howell is an accomplished result-driven leader in education who works with schools and educational 
organizations to increase operational efficiency.  After spending nearly a decade working in operations and finance 
for large charter school networks, Ms. Howell knows what truly drives schools.  It is her core belief that all children 
can have a successful educational experience.  During her career, Ms. Howell has served as an Enrollment Director, 
Regional Operations Manager, Operations Manager, and classroom teacher advocating for equity and access for all 
students.  Ms. Howell earned a Bachelor of Arts degree and MBA from Lindenwood University and an Educational 
Specialist degree in Educational Leadership from Webster University.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Dr. Cornetta 
Mendoza

St. Louis, MO, USA Instructional 
Coach

Central Office

Dr. Cornetta Mendoza is a dedicated and compassionate educator who believes in cultivating positive and supportive 
relationships with all stakeholders. She understands the extreme urgency of providing all students with a quality and 
equitable education. Dr. Mendoza believes all children deserves a safe and caring learning environment where they 
are encouraged and empowered to become independent and creative global thinkers.  She is committed to 
instructional leadership that supports teaching and learning centered around motivating students and staff where 
they have a sense of purpose, support and belonging. 
Having obtained her Doctorate Degree in Advanced Educational Leadership from Maryville University in 2008, Dr. 
Mendoza proudly brings more than 15 years of experience to the field of education.  Dr. Mendoza has worked in 
many educational settings and served in roles as a teacher (primary & intermediate), coach, mentor, Principal, 
Assistant Principal, and District Coordinator.  She also supported the creating, planning and execution of the school 
improvement plan with a successful implementation of a bilingual program.
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Jennifer Ting Taipei, Taiwan Enrollment and 
Assessment 
Manager

Central Office

Jennifer Ting comes from Taiwan and sees St. Louis as her second home. In 2016, she joined SLLIS as an intern and 
found her interests in serving K-12 students and also cultivated her passion for bringing second languages to 
American Education. Jennifer started her role as SLLIS Enrollment Specialist in 2018. In July 2020, she stepped into 
her new role as Enrollment and Assessment Manager.
Jennifer has earned a Bachelor's of Art in Humanities and Education from Chung Yuan Christian University. Jennifer 
completed her Masters in Educational Leadership at Saint Louis University in the spring of 2021 and is currently 
working on her dual master's in MBA at Saint Louis University. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Kara Mank New Athens, IL, 
USA

Executive 
Assistant

Central Office

Kara Mank was born and raised in Illinois, just 30 miles east of St. Louis. In 2016, she graduated from Southern Illinois 
University of Edwardsville with a Bachelor’s Degree in Special Education. She worked as a Special Education teacher 
in Illinois for 3.5 years, with a caseload consisting mainly of children with Emotional and Behavioral Disability and 
Autism. Kara’s passion for improving educational systems motivated her to seek a role with SLLIS in 2019, and she is 
very excited to be learning more about administration and operations of public school systems while working with 
her colleagues in the SLLIS Central Office.
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Michele Voss School Nurse Support Staff

I was born in Jamaica and moved to the States when I was in 8th grade.  After high school I served in the U.S Army for 

four years, then the U.S. Army Reserves for two years while attending University.  I have 29 years of Nursing 

experience, most of them adult Oncology/ BMT.  The last 5 years I have spent working at many different School 

Districts in St Louis as a School Nurse through a HealthCare Agency, grades K-12.  While my children where in High 

School I served on a few Committee’s for their School District, most notable to close the Achievement Gap in Testing / 

Learning.  This year (2021) I was surprised and honored to receive the ASHA School Health Professional of the Year 

Award and nominated for the 2022 LifeChanger Award.  Regardless of school district, ethnicity, religion, sexual 

orientation, or belief system I believe that every child deserves a good nurse.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Denise Dunn Preschool Special 
Education 
Coordinator

Pre-K

Denise Dunn joined the SLLIS staff in the early spring of 2021 as the Preschool Special Education Coordinator. Prior to 
this role, she served in the role as the Assistant Principal at both Hancock Place Elementary and Hancock Place 
Middle Schools in Lemay, MO. Throughout her educational career Dr. Dunn has also served as middle school teacher 
and Curriculum Coordinator. Dr. Dunn received her Bachelor’s Degree in Middle School Education from UMSL, 
Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from Lindenwood University, Specialist’s Degree in Superintendency from 
Missouri Baptist University and Educational Doctorate in Leadership in Teaching and Learning from Missouri Baptist 
University. She is currently a Parents as Teacher  (PAT) Parent Educator in Jefferson County working with children 3 
months to kindergarten as well. Dr. Dunn has been overwhelmed by the generosity of the SLLIS community from her 
first day and strives to reciprocate by building relationships that support both students, parents and staff. When she 
is not keeping busy with her garden or plants, you can find her trying new recipes out on her family (usually Thai!).
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Jose Manuel 
Castro Chavez

Veracruz,
Mexico

Kindergarten 
Teacher

Spanish

I am originally from Veracruz, Mexico.  I have experience working in education for 23 years.  For ten years, in Mexico 
and 13 years here in the United States, I have worked as a teacher.  Education is my passion and I enjoy working with 
the young students helping them to reach their full potential.  I have a bachelor in education from the University of 
Veracruz.  I have plans to return to school and am actively participating in the Teacher's Academy provided by MTSD. I 
am a huge soccer fan and really liked coaching soccer for the students when I am able.  

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Tingting 
Zhang

Anhui, China Kindergarten 
Teacher

Chinese

Hi everyone, my name is Tingting Zhang (Ash Zhang). I am so excited to join the Immersion School Family!
2011-2018, I got my Bachelor's and Master's Degree in Philosophy from Nanjing University and then Beijing Normal 
University. After working as a research assistant for 1 year, I found my passion in Education and decided to change my 
career. Last year I graduated from Washington University in Saint Louis and then worked in Woerner Elementary 
School as a 4th/5th Grade classroom teacher. I am certified in Elementary Education (1-6), Early Childhood 
Education(K-3), as well as Middle School Social Science (5-8).
I have a twin sister named Yuanyuan (Abbi). She is now in Oklahoma State studying law.
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Jaira Bonilla 
Bennet

Esmeraldas, 
Ecuador

Kindergarten 
Teacher

Spanish

My name is Jaira Bonilla Bennet, I am from Esmeraldas - Ecuador, I have a Bachelor's degree in English Teacher 
Education from Private Technical University of Loja in Ecuador and a Master's degree in TEFL from the International 
University of La Rioja in Spain.
I am very passionate about teaching students of all ages especially little ones. I am creative and outgoing, I love to 
cook, dance and travel. Also, I enjoy learning about different cultures and traditions.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Sabrina 
Poirier

Saint-Malo, 
Brittany, France

K & 1st Grade 
Teacher

French

Sabrina Poirier was born and raised in France where her family still resides.
She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in English Language with a minor in Education from the University of Rennes 2. 
She has worked at St. Louis Language Immersion School for 11 years. She has taught at all grade levels in the past 
except for 1st grade, which she will be teaching this  year. Having taught in the upper grades for so many years has 
given her a genuine knowledge of what first graders need to learn during their school year in order to be successful in 
the future. Madame Sabrina likes teaching all subject but loves teaching Math and Social Studies best. She also loves 
reading stories to her students, and she regularly shares her new book findings in children’s and youth literature with 
her present and past students. 
In her spare time, Sabrina likes to read, knit scarves and blankets, garden and hike. 
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Raul Munoz 
Rodrigo

Madrid, Spain 1st Grade Teacher Spanish

Growing in Madrid, finished my bachelor’s and master’s degrees in education, and a former student at St. Louis 

University working on his Educational Doctorate. This is my tenth year working at SLLIS and the ninth one as a lead 

teacher. I am glad to be part of this community and it is always an honor and a pleasure to be your children’s teacher. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Siyi Li Shenzhen, China 1st Grade Teacher Chinese

Growing up in China, teaching in Cambodia, and completing my master's degree in the U.S., I enjoy learning and 
working in different kinds of diverse and inclusive environments. Mandarin, English, and Cantonese are the three 
languages that I am familiar with. I deeply believe the power of early education and collaboration between school 
and families. Each child is unique. One of the most crucial reasons for me to be a teacher is the role of supporting 
students to explore their potentials and being a small but positive factor in their life. I graduated from Washington 
University in St. Louis in January, 2021. I am so glad that I join this inclusive and diverse team. 

During my free time, I love baking, cooking, diving, and traveling with friends.
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Nannan 
Huang

Fujian province, 
China

2nd Grade 
Teacher

Chinese

Hello, my name is Nannan Huang. I come from China, and I have been working in the field of education for five years 

in the United States. I am so excited to start my sixth year of teaching at SLLIS. I graduated from Westminster College, 

Fulton, Missouri with an undergraduate degree and a teaching certificate in Elementary Education. Currently, I am 

pursuing my master degree in Learning Technology and Design from the University of Missouri-Columbia. I love 

teaching and enjoy being around with children. I am a passionate, creative and committed teacher with a focus to 

create a supportive, bilingual, multicultural and STEM-rich learning environment for all students that fosters child 

development and 21st century learners.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Sandra Alba Facatativá 
Cundinamarca, 
Colombia

1st Grade Teacher Spanish

I am from Facatativá Cundinamarca in Colombia.
I am always smiling, and I am in love with my job. I love the nature and handcrafts; I am very sociable, and I consider 
myself a happy person.
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Jonas Vilaire Haiti/Mexico 2nd Grade 
Teacher

Spanish

Hello, bonjour, y buenos días a todos! My name is Jonas Vilaire and I am a Haitian Mexican teacher who has been 
involved in teaching for 16 years. As for teaching credentials, I hold a BA and an MA in TESOL/ Applied Linguistics and 
I am currently pursuing a Phd in education (Educational technology). I have had the chance to teach French and 
English to all age groups and levels in Mexico, as well as Spanish for foreigners. In addition, I have also been a teacher 
trainer and a speaking examiner for Cambridge University in Mexico for the last 7 years. In my free time, I enjoy doing 
outdoor activities such as basketball and soccer. I am thrilled about the opportunity to teach in a world-class school 
like St. Louis Language Immersion School and to join the community.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Mouhamadou 
Deme

Senegal, West 
Africa

2nd Grade 
Teacher

French

Hi everyone, I am Mouhamadou Deme, from Senegal, West Africa. I'm a bilingual Teacher. I am a happy and 
ambitious person, and I’m passionate about teaching and community service. I was an intern for SLLIS and am very 
excited to join your community again!
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Ana Lopez San Pedro Sula, 
Honduras

2nd Grade 
Teacher

Spanish

I was born and raised in Honduras where I had the privilege to attend a bilingual school. I obtained my degree in 
Elementary Education from Lindenwood University, St Charles and currently pursuing a master's degree in 
Educational Leadership from St Louis University. I started working at SLLIS in 2014 as 5th grade teacher and then had 
the opportunity to teach 6th grade and Middle School Spanish. I am very passionate with what I do. I am a person 
who believes that building positive relationships with students has a huge impact on their learning. I strongly believe 
in the power of having a safe & respectful class culture for cultivating meaningful learning experiences and 
social-emotional development. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Isabella 
Fiallos

Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras

2nd Grade 
Teacher

Spanish

I was born in the capital of Honduras. I went to Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Mo and got my degree in Early 
Childhood Education. I am passionate about my job and I like to implement culture and diversity in my classroom. 
This is my second year working at SLLIS and I am extremely excited to be in second grade  this year. 
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Mark Wang Taiwan, Taipei 3rd Grade 
Teacher

Chinese

Mark comes from Taiwan and has been working in SLLIS since 2016. He has strong passion for education and enjoys 
sharing cultures and values with the students across the programs. He holds the Bachelor’s degree in English 
Language and Literature and currently earning on his Master’s degree in Elementary Education from UMSL. Mostly he 
exercises, plays basketball, and hiking on weekends, otherwise, you may find him gaming on Nintendo Switch. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Maria Garcia 
Foz

Barcelona, Spain 3rd Grade 
Teacher

Spanish

I arrived to SLLIS in 2014 to be an Intern after finishing my double degree in education in the city I was born and 
raised, Barcelona. In 2017 I became a lead teacher and since then I have been part of the Spanish Program. I am a big 
believer of growth mindset where students believe on their possibilities and work for it. During my free time I enjoy 
hanging out with friends, ,kayaking, or crafting. 
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Jamie Bronder Kansas City, MO 3rd & 4th Grade 
Teacher

French

Jamie Bronder has a Bachelor's degree in French from Tulane University where she went on to work at a charter 
French Immersion school as a behavioral and academic interventionist. She then moved to Colorado where she 
worked as a testing coordinator at another charter school. Jamie also worked at the University of Missouri. Originally 
from Kansas City, Jamie is excited to once again explore the great state of Missouri and take advantage of all that St. 
Louis has to offer!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Karina Otoya Peru 4th Grade 
Teacher

Spanish

My name is Karina Otoya. I am from Peru. I have a bachelor’s degree in Elementary in Education from a university in 
Peru, and I have a Masters in Arts in Education from Lindenwood University. 
I wanted to be a teacher because I love working with kids and I love to share my knowledge with others. I feel I learn 
something new from my students every day. I feel I am contributing to humanity. 
I believe every child is unique and has the potential to succeed if we work together consistently with a common goal.
I have been a teacher for more than 15 years, of which, almost 10 years at SLLIS. I like to work at SLLIS because here 
you really appreciate and learn about the richness and idiosyncrasy that make up the SLLIS family. 
I love to exercise, I do steps every weekend. I also love nature and that is why I love living in St Louis around so many 
trees, it makes me feel alive and happy.  
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Tzu-Shan 
Winkler

Taipei, Republic of 
China

4th Grade 
Teacher

Chinese

Tzu-Shan Winkler has passion for teaching which is evident in her combined 20 years of teaching experience in both 

Taiwan and the United States. Her most recent 8 years has been at SLLIS where she has been dedicated to helping the 

children of the St. Louis community. She is intently focused on providing a meaningful and diverse educational 

experience for her students. 

She has earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Language and Literature Education. In addition, she has achieved two Master’s 

Degrees in Applied Linguistics and Literature from Taiwan and Special Education from the University of Missouri-St. 

Louis. Furthermore, she has obtained a Missouri Teaching Certificate for Grades 1-6 in Elementary Education and 

Chinese for K-12.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Fan Yang Inner Mongolia,
China

5th Grade 
Teacher

Chinese

My name is Fan Tatatonga (Tatar) Yang. I am a lead teacher with seven years of experience working with all grade 

levels and all programs at SLLIS. I enjoy building a strong classroom culture with my students and having everyone 

feel included. I graduated from Michigan State University with a Master's Degree in teaching and curriculum. While in 

undergraduate school, I majored in Second Language acquisition, East Asian Studies, history and geography. When I 

am not teaching, I go hiking, camping, and rock climbing. I also love cooking and trying new food. 

My maternal grandfather is the 37th-generation descendant of Genghis Khan, so I am the offspring of the greatest 

world conqueror! I speak 5 languages (Chinese, Mongolian, Korean, Russian and English) so far and I would love to 

master and conquer more.
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Boubacar 
Gueye

Dakar, Senegal 5th Grade 
Teacher

French

Born and raised in Dakar-Senegal, Boubacar Gueye always felt the need to advocate for children. As a leader, he 
started a group in 2015, Gueye Family, mobilizing young people to take action to end the orphan crisis, raise 
awareness, and support illiterate citizens to have a better, healthy lifestyle.
Boubacar is passionate about teaching, soccer, board games and beach activities. He served as an elementary teacher 
from 2010 to 2015 at Coumba Ak Samba Ndar private school in Saint Louis of Senegal, helping students develop self 
esteem and life lessons by fostering healthy conflict resolution, critical thinking, and communication. Boubacar holds 
a B.A degree in English and African American Studies at Cheikh Anta Diop University and a Master’s degree in 
Business Administration. 
Boubacar is excited to be part of the St. Louis Language Immersion School team and community and can’t wait to 
learn from his colleagues and share his experiences and skills.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Dr. Miao Zhao China Virtual Teacher Chinese

Miao Zhao comes from China. She graduated with her bachelors in tourism management from Inner Mongolia 
Normal University in Hohhot, China. She then moved back to her hometown Shenyang and decided to have
a greater impact on the education of students, and went to the Shenyang Normal University to pursue a Master 
degree in Curriculum and Pedagogy (M.A.). She holds a Ed.D from University of Missouri, St- Louis (UMSL) in
Educational Practice with a focus in student’s competency. Miao’s passion for teaching Mandarin motivated her to 
seek a role with SLLIS, and she is excited to use her wonderful blend of experience, enthusiasm, knowledge, and skill 
to create a legacy.
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Joy Choughary Beirut, Lebanon Virtual Teacher French

Joy Choughary has been a teacher for more than eight years. She is from a city outside of Beirut, Lebanon 
and is passionate about education. She has always believed in education as a mission and not a job. Joy 
also believes an educator is a great influencer of new generations and new societies. Outside of English 
Joy also speaks Arabic, French and Turkish. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Christel St. 
Firmin

Puebla, Mexico Virtual Teacher Spanish

Christel St. Firmin has been a teacher for more than eight years. She is from Puebla, Mexico. She is a passionate 
teacher and has taught English, French and Spanish for 10 years. She is open-minded and strives to teach from a 
culturally diverse perspective. Christel enjoys learning about different cultures and traditions. Outside of English 
Christel also speaks Creole, French, and Spanish.
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Anastasia 
Preston

Columbia, MO ELA Teacher Middle School

I am Ms. Preston. Finding each one's passion and life purpose of middle school students is my goal as a teacher and 
educator. Along with helping students read, write, listen, and speak with fruition, I hope to start and finish many 
projects, as well as publish and present them.  The talent of a young mind is amazing; especially when people like 
myself love to help them find it and act on it.
I am happy to join the SLLIS community!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Dr. Caroline 
Chemosit

Kenya, East Africa Math Teacher Middle School

I began my career in education as a high school math and business studies teacher in Kenya. I am excited to be 
teaching 6-8 grade math.  I believe that all students have the potential to succeed and achieve academic greatness.  I 
look forward to a great teaching and learning experience at SLLIS!
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Kenneth 
Blanton

Arcadia, Missouri Science Teacher Middle School

Ken Blanton became a member of the SLLIS staff in 2017 and while at SLLIS has taught grades 5-8. Before coming to 
SLLIS, he taught in other districts including rural and urban, and served in numerous administrative capacities 
including instructional coordinator and building administrator as well as teaching on the college level. He did his 
undergraduate degree at Southwest Baptist University, received a Master’s in Arts in educational administration from 
Southeast Missouri State University, Cape Girardeau and post graduate work in educational administration and 
educational leadership  at Saint Louis University. Mr. Blanton has been a member of the National Science Teachers 
Association and is active in his local congregation serving in teaching and leadership positions and sings in the 
chancel choir. In his spare time he also tries to corral two energetic and rambunctious Airedale Terriers!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Pei-Yu 
Chuang

Taoyuan, Taiwan Chinese Teacher Middle School

My name is Pei-Yu Chuang. I’m from Taoyuan, Taiwan. I’m now a master degree student majoring in Teaching Chinese 
as a Second Language. I love playing basketball, baking and gardening.
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Cheick 
Nombre

Ouagadougou, 
Burkina Faso

French  Teacher Middle School

Bonjour! I’m Monsieur Nombre and I’m thrilled to be the Middle School French Teacher for the 2021-2022 school 

year! Although I have previously taught all subject matters in elementary school, I have always had a passion for the 

French language, cultural exchanges and bilingualism in general.  I hold a bachelor’s and master's degree from the 

University at Illinois Springfield. I’m currently pursuing a Masters in Secondary Education at the University of Missouri 

St. Louis. In my free time, I enjoy reading French literature, running, binge-watching and traveling the world (13 

countries and counting). I look forward to a great year of learning and teaching! À bientot!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Aura Zuleta Bogotá, Colombia Spanish Teacher Middle School

My name is Aura Zuleta and as a new member of staff at St. Louis Language Immersion School, I am excited to be 
given the opportunity to work with such a wonderful community about whom I have heard great things. I am from 
Bogotá, Colombia. I have been a teacher for about 17 years and worked in the USA for the past five years. I value
the dedication of teachers; how we challenge and support all students so they can have meaningful experiences that 
enrich their personal growth.
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Laiyi Li St. Louis, MO Substitute 
Teacher

Specialist

I am a recent graduate with a degree in design but I have always had a strong interest in the educational field. I have 
experience working with children from many volunteer programs in both America and Japan. These experiences have 
taught me that no matter where in the world, being around children is always a lively and educational opportunity. I 
am excited not only to help students at SLLIS learn, but to learn from the students and staff there myself. Looking 
forward to working with some lovely new people!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Hannah 
Winston

St. Louis, Missouri Teacher Special Education

My name is Hannah Winston and this is my 3rd year at SLLIS. I am a special education teacher and I am working in the 
3rd and 5th grade classrooms this year.  I graduated from the University of Missouri-St. Louis with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Elementary Education, Special Education, and a certificate in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 
(TESOL). I love being able to support our students at SLLIS to grow as learners and as leaders! When I am not at 
school, I am likely spending time with my pets or taking aerial arts classes!
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Evan 
Tammenga

St. Louis, Missouri Teacher Special Education

Hello SLLIS family!! My name is Evan Tammenga and this is my third year teaching at St. Louis Language Immersion 
School. I am so excited to have another productive school year with our amazing team and students! I graduated with 
a BA in Elementary Education with certifications for Special Education from the University of Missouri - St. Louis. 
When I am not at school I love to hike, camp and do things outdoors. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Centron 
Felder

Louisiana School 
Psychologist

Special Education

Centron is a Louisiana transplant and has lived in Missouri since 2014. He is passionate about helping teachers 
provide quality education to our youth, inclusion of all students, and all things competitive.
Centron is a retired military officer and after a 20-year military career, he decided to put his skill set to work in 
education. He earned an Education Specialist Degree in School Psychology from Webster University and holds a 
master’s in Educational Psychology from Webster, a master’s in Exercise Physiology from Auburn 
University-Montgomery, and a bachelor’s in Exercise Science from the University of West Florida.
He began his career at SLLIS as a school psychology intern. Following his internship, he was hired as the Coordinator 
of Instructional Support, and he has been our School Psychologist for the past two years.
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Samantha 
Sudduth

O’Fallon, Illinois Speech/Language 
Pathologist

Special Education

Hi everyone, my name is Samantha Sudduth and I am thrilled to be joining the SLLIS team as a speech-language 
pathologist! I am a recent graduate of Missouri State University’s master’s program in speech-language pathology. 
Prior to obtaining my master’s, I attended Saint Louis University, where I majored in speech pathology and French. 
During my time at SLU, I spent a semester volunteering at SLLIS within the French School. Now, I’m looking forward to 
working as an SLP and using my passion for language to help students become confident learners and 
communicators. In my free time, I enjoy crocheting, spending time outdoors, and exploring anything and everything 
related to French language and culture.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Janet 
Hernandez 

Counselor- BJC Special Education

Janet served as a Special Education Behavioral Therapist through the St. Louis Public School District. Janet also has 
experience working as an early childhood Mental Health Professional at El Centro Academy in Kansas City.
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Catherine 
Morroney

Philadelphia, PA Occupational 
Therapist

Special Education

Hello to all! My name is Cat and this will be my second year as SLLIS’ OT, and I am happy to be back at work and see 
how much all of the students have grown over the summer. Before working at SLLIS, I was providing OT services to 
families and children ages 0-21 in their homes and communities in Philadelphia, PA. Outside of school hours I enjoy 
powerlifting, crafts of all kinds, gardening, and petting all the neighborhood animals. I wish all students and families a 
successful school year filled with loving friendships and memorable learning experiences; see y’all around!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Angela Jones St. Louis, MO Paraprofessional Special Education

Hi, I’m Angela, and I began my career at E. St Louis Public Schools and St. Louis Public Schools in 2006 as a voluntary 
board member serving on a few financial and academic boards.
In 2014, I joined SLLIS as a program coordinator for a before and after school program called Mosaic. Currently, I 
serve as a paraprofessional, where I provide instructional, behavioral and other support to students in and outside 
the classroom.  I enjoy working with students one on one and seeing them thrive emotionally, socially and 
academically. 
As a paraprofessional and substitute teacher, I support the staff  by making myself available when I am needed.  I 
maintain classroom discipline and carry on classroom procedures, with the focus of learning continuity.
I have a Business Administration Associates Degree and secretarial certification. I serve as a trustee for the 
Brentwood Public Library. I have four children and I’m very active in supporting their pursuit for education. 
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Jacqueline 
Diekhoff

Lima, Peru Paraprofessional Special Education

Buenos Dias! I am originally from Lima Peru where I earned my Bachelor of Science in Management and Industrial 
Relations from the University of San Martin De Porres. I met my wonderful husband from Illinois and we relocated to 
St. Louis in 2004. Since then I have been a Spanish teacher with the Archdiocese of St. Louis school system, and for 
the last few years, as a Paraprofessional  at SLLIS. I enjoy spending my free time with my family and  travelling to 
various beaches to recharge. Most of all, I love working with the kids!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Melissa 
Franke

Sacramento, 
California

Paraprofessional Special Education

Hi! My name is Melissa. I am a transplant from California and have been here in St. Louis for a year and a half now. I 
live here with my fiancé, step son, and our dog Butters. I’ve been teaching preschool and special needs for about 6 
years, and I am very much looking forward to joining the team at SLLIS!
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Paige Sinclair ELL Instructor Specialist

I am a Master English second language (ESL) teacher with background in elementary education, and middle school 
English language arts. In my new role, I am thrilled to learn from students, collaborate, and be multilingual learners 
together. My interests: art, traveling, and writing will be integrated in my classroom environment.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Aaron 
O’Laughlin

Arnold, MO ELL Instructor Specialist

I have been working in the ESL field for 15 years. Prior to coming to SLLIS, I worked in Daejeon, South Korea. I worked 
with High School, Junior High, and Elementary students; I worked with adults on business, academic, and 
conversational English; I worked with college students ranging from the PhD to Bachelor degree level; I worked with 
business people. During my years in South Korea, I had the chance to work with students and leaders from each part 
of the world as well as with those from major businesses and Universities (Hankook Tire’s Research and Development 
department, LG, Samsung, The Korean Research Institute of Research and Technology, The Korean Aerospace 
Institute, The Korean Research Institute of Standard Science, etc.). Though experience is one of my educational 
pursuits, I come to SLLIS with a diverse set of degrees. I have a B.S. in Missiology and Cultural Studies, an MA in 
Teaching English as a Second Language, and a Teaching Certification in ESL. I have several other degrees, but the ones 
needed for my job at SLLIS are listed. I am very thankful to be a part of the SLLIS family and community. My one goal 
as an ESL teacher is to see students thrive in literacy. In addition to school,  I enjoy fishing, competitive powerlifting, 
and driving long distances in areas where I know I need to read a map.
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Nakia 
Winston

St. Louis, MO Social Worker Specialist

Nakia  (Nicki) Winston has a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Social Work from University of Missouri- St.Louis. NIcki 
will be pursuing a doctorate in Education with an emphasis in Transformative Education starting fall of 2022. She has 
worked as a social worker for 10 years, serving  children and families in many capacities.   Nicki specializes in trauma 
studies and has a passion for equity and inclusion work.  

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Lucy 
Christianson

Libertyville, 
Illinois

K-2 Literacy 
Teacher

Specialist

My name is Lucy Christianson and I am delighted to join the passionate staff at SLLIS. I grew up in the suburbs of 
Chicago and got my degree at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. This is my fourth year as a teacher and my 
second year teaching in Saint Louis. A few fun things about myself are that I have a cat, I make phenomenal pancakes, 
and I am an artist in addition to being a teacher!



SLLIS
Middle School Program Open 

House Series

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Stacy 
Anderson

Substitute 
Teacher

Specialist

Hello, my name is Stacy Anderson and at a very young age my dream was to become a Teacher. I started off in Early 
Childhood but decided to go a different route and  get my degree in Occupational Therapy. I have worked in nursing 
homes for the past 11 years and decided I needed a change. I began substituting in the Hazelwood area until a year 
ago I was giving an opportunity to join the SLLIS family. 
My passion is helping people especially “little” people as much as I can and having fun doing it!

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Blanca 
Murillo

Mexico Receptionist Central Office

Hola! Originally from Mexico, I have been working with SLLIS since 2012! I love my co-workers and getting to greet 
everyone who comes to our school. 
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Ndeye 
Coumba 
Gueye

Dakar, Senegal Phys. 
Ed./Health 
Teacher

Specialist

At a very young age, Mme. Coumba discovered a passion in teaching and in advocating for children. She has been 
employed as a French Teacher Assistant at Mount Holyoke College working with freshmen students where she 
acquired a Certificate in French. She  holds a Bachelor Degree in English and in African American Literature from 
Cheikh Anta Diop University in Dakar.
Mme. Coumba  joined the SLLIS family in 2013 and decided to dedicate herself to contributing to the success of its 
mission and purpose. She is a fan of a healthy and physical lifestyle. She has been holding the position of Physical 
Education Teacher (k-8) for 7 years and Health Teacher (6-8) for 5 years. She will be completing a Personal Trainer  
and Nutritionist Certification in Spring 2022 and is looking forward to pursuing a Master’s degree in Educational 
leadership.
Mme. Coumba enjoys creative adventures, organizing and planning events, working out, swimming, scriptwriting, 
dancing, cooking, traveling and helping others. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Juan Pablo 
Escaray

Maracaibo,Venezuela Phys. Ed. 
Teacher

Specialist

Hi my name is Juan Pablo, I’m originally from Venezuela, I have been teaching for 20 years of which 8 have been with 
SLLIS. I have a degree in Physical Education, Sports and Recreation from one of the most important universities in my 
country. I like the philosophy and vision of SLLIS for wanting to incorporate students into diverse cultures and 
languages. In my spare time, I enjoy spending time with my family, traveling, doing sports like softball, basketball and 
volleyball, going to the gym, and swimming.
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Perla Rivera Florissant, MO Art Teacher Specialist

Miss Perla was born into Spanish speaking family and learned English early in her life as she herself underwent a full 
immersion model as she attended school in the Hazelwood district. She has a Bachelor of Fine arts and a Masters of 
Educational Psychology with an emphasis on character and citizenship education. Perla has been a part of the SLLIS 
family for ten years now where she has taught art for the better part of a decade. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Melissa Jones Kansas City, MO Music Teacher Specialist

This is Ms. Jones sixth year of teaching music and second year at SLLIS.  She received her Bachelor of Science in 
Instrumental Music Education K-12 from the University of Missouri- Columbia with saxophone as her primary 
instrument.  She is passionate about helping her students find their personal creative voice through in her class so 
they can better express themselves in all areas of life.  As a teacher and a parent at SLLIS she feels that she has the 
best perspective on what her students need in order to be successful.  
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Baldomero 
Alvarez

Spain. Andalucía Computer 
Science, 
Technology and 
Literacy Teacher

Specialist

Baldomero loves playing chess and cooking. He holds a Bachelor in Education, Master in Psychology, Master in 
Educational Technology, and is working on a Computer Science. This 21-22, we have a big challenge and a really fun 
time in front of us with Amazon Engineer Curriculum for middle school and amazing new class on 4th floor for the 
whole school.

Photo Name Home Region Role Program
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Rebecca Lin Tainan, Taiwan Intern Chinese

Rebecca is a third-year student of Chinese Studies at National Quemoy University in Taiwan. She is fond of teaching 
and she had experience in teaching Chinese in school. Although most students she taught are teenagers, she looks 
forward to getting along with children during the internship. Additionally, she also hopes for getting a taste of life in 
America. 

Photo Name Home Region Role Program

Edward 
Chigauzuque

Bogota, Colombia Intern Spanish

My name is Edward  and I am originally from Bogotá, Colombia. I am a Spanish and English student from the 
Universidad Pedagogica Nacional. Teaching Spanish as a second language is something I have been doing for the last 
4 years.  I have taught Spanish at the West Indies University (Trinidad and Tobago) in 2018 for one academic year as a 
Spanish assistant. Also I have been teaching Spanish online with people from Trinidad and Tobago, Cayman Islands 
and United States. I am very passionate to teach kids in dynamic ways. I  hope to learn as much as possible from the 
American teaching style to keep growing as a teacher and as a professional.  


