
MINUTES
KELSO SCHOOL DISTRICT

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

11/1/21

The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Kelso School District No. 458 was called to
order at 6:00 p.m. at Kelso School District as well as on a Zoom online/phone platform.

Board Members: Leah Moore (In Person)
Karen Grafton (In Person)
Jeane Conrad - Vice President (In Person)
Mike Haas - President (In Person)
Ron Huntington (Zoom)

Cabinet Members: Scott Westlund – Chief Financial Officer (Zoom)
Holly Budge – Director of Human Resources (Zoom)
Don Iverson – Director of Student Services (Zoom)
Heather Ogden – Director of Special Programs (Zoom)
Kim Yore – Director of Teaching & Learning  (Zoom)

Superintendent: Mary Beth Tack (In Person)

Asst. Secretary: Molly Guler (In Person)

OTHERS PRESENT – This meeting was held remotely as well as in person. Not all of the
names of people in attendance were available, or partial names were listed. The names of
people in attendance are listed as they were shown and included: Corie Dow-Kramer, Mindy
Leasure

COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE & INTRODUCTIONS -

COMMENTS & QUESTIONS –

APPROVAL OF AGENDA - Motion Passed

Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington
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Seconded By: Director Grafton

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA - Motion Passed

Minutes of October 18, 2021 Board Meeting
Certificated Employment Recommendations
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Classified Employment Recommendations
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Warrants:
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Contracts:
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Update to Non-Represented Salary Schedule:

Request for Sunday Activity:

Motion to Approve by: Director  Moore
Seconded by: Director Conrad

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

APPROVED  POLICY 2152/2125P SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION (2ND READING & ACTION) -
KIM YORE
· There are some changes to the policy.  All students are to receive Sexual Health Education.
Information is to be physically and scientifically true as determined by OSPI
· Parents will be allowed to review materials before-hand and given an opportunity to opt out for
their student
Director Grafton took time to review all materials and finds it to be very conservative and feels
comfortable knowing this is what is being taught.
Director Conrad took time to review all materials and believe them to be very appropriate.

Motion to Approve By: Director Grafton
Seconded By: Director Conrad
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APPROVED POLICY 3116/3116P STUDENTS IN FOSTER CARE (2ND READING & ACTION)- DON
IVERSON
· Don stated that there have been slight changes to this policy and it basically mirrors
Mckinney-Vento

Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington
Seconded By: Director Moore

APPROVED POLICY 3122/3122P EXCUSED AND UNEXCUSED ABSENCES (2ND READING &
ACTION) - DON IVERSON
· There were minor changes to this policy. Now there is a required parent meeting after 5
absences.  Will change to a required parent meeting after 7 absences.

Motion to Approve By: Director Conrad
Seconded By: Director Grafton

APPROVED POLICY 5011/5011P SEXUAL HARASSMENT OF DISTRICT STAFF PROHIBITED
(2ND READING & ACTION) - HOLLY BUDGE
· Changes include the addition of how complaints are handled.

Motion to Approve By: Director Huntington
Seconded By: Director Moore

NEW BUSINESS

Heard Wallace Resource Center & Wallace Headstart Presentation - Mindy Leasure & Corie
Dow

Director Haas- Was excited to see this on the agenda. On the board for LINK.
Superintendent Tack - Pleasure to introduce these 2 women who are making a huge impact on our
community.

Corie Dow (Community Resource Center) -
How we got here: Goal was to find a way to connect families to resources available through LINK.
South Kelso families were at a disadvantage because of the location of the LINK center in relation to
their neighborhood. By putting a center near Wallace Elementary, it provides the opportunity to
bring resources to the families right where they live. Early conversations made it clear that early
learning facilities have strong relationships with families.
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Once open: There will be evening and weekend activities for families such as groups and game
nights. The possibilities are endless.  Also available will be mental health support. Not only for
english speaking families but for Spanish and Chuukese language families as well. The Lower
Columbia Gardens will also partner to provide nutrition classes as well as nutritional food .

Mindy Leasure (Early Learning Center) -
Realized early on that there is an opportunity gap that is often due to the income divide. Already
supporting 119 Headstart Preschool  with the possibility of 190 after possible staffing updates.
After looking at many properties, the home by Wallace was a perfect fit. Already 34 Wallace
students are being served temporarily at Wallace Elementary until the new building is finished.
These students are able to learning in a high quality environment with the help of KSD speech
therapist. Family advocates (aka personal cheerleaders) are available to the community. Able to
connect families to resources to get needs met. All they have to do is walk out their front door.

Construction completion and occupancy is due February 2022.

Director Haas - This shows the strength of partnership and is a terrific addition. The community
now has the NEW Wallace building and will soon have the NEW Resource Center.

Superintendent Tack - This addresses the wide gap and the ripple effects of these supports will have
great results.

HEARD HEALTH AND SAFETY FALL OPENING UPDATE - DON IVERSON
Current Data
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Mitigation Strategies
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1902 Allen Street

Open from 10:00-4:30 Monday-Friday

No appointment necessary.
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SUPERINTENDENT REPORT
● School Board of Directors

○ KSD School board was one of 34 in the state to be nominated for the Board of
Distinction award

○ The showed exemplary work
○ Addressed gaps
○ They champions and supported:

■ Wireless connection opportunities
■ options for learning
■ tech 1 to 1 for full virtual
■ Resource Center expansion
■ Summer School larger than ever (697 students and 142 staff)

● Sped Staff
○ Leadership of Director Ogden
○ Help support serving remotely
○ IEP’s updated and aligned with state standards
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○ PUPS preschool
○ Support of Julie Chrest and Becky Kent

● Staff approaching Conferences
○ Ability to support families with multiple choices of communication based on family

comfort level

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER
● Director Moore: Attended General Assembly. WSSDA will be deciding legislative decisions as

a group to bring to assembly. They will rank propositions and only one will vote for the
priorities of the state school boards across the state.

Adjourn at 6:37 pm

(EXECUTIVE SESSION 42.30.110(1)(C) was held between the work session and board
meeting. Time documented on the work session minutes)
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