
S A G I N A W  
I N T E R M E D I A T E  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

AUGUST 2, 2022
SPECIAL EDUCATION
MILLAGE PROPOSAL



The August 2, 2022
Special Election affects all
students in all Saginaw County
public school districts and
public school academies. 



1. When is the election?
The election will be held in every
local school district served by the
Saginaw Intermediate School District
on Tuesday, August 2, 2022. The
polls will be open from 7:00 a.m.
until 8:00 p.m. Absentee ballots will
be available after June 23rd, and can
be cast through Election Day.

2. What is on the ballot?
Registered voters residing in school
districts served by Saginaw ISD will
vote on a 10-year Special Education
Millage Proposal that calls for a
1.5583 mill tax increase.

3. What is the primary purpose of the election?
Special education services that are required by law have
not been fully funded by the State of Michigan. Hence,
this year Saginaw ISD will be forced to make-up the $8.1
million special education funding shortages by invoicing
local school districts for unfunded special education
services. Local school districts will pay the $8.1 million
from their general operating budgets, reducing the
amount of revenue available to pay for programs and
services provided to all 26,140 students in Saginaw
County.

The Special Education Millage Proposal will nearly
eliminate the special education funding shortages,
providing Saginaw County’s twelve local school districts
and six public school academies with annual relief to
their operating budgets.



4. What school districts are served by Saginaw ISD
and are affected by this election?
This election will affect Saginaw County’s 12 school
districts and six Public School Academies listed below:
         
         School Districts
         Birch Run Area Schools
         Bridgeport-Spaulding Community Schools
         Carrollton Public Schools
         Chesaning Union Schools
         Frankenmuth School District
         Freeland Community School District
         Hemlock Public Schools
         Merrill Community Schools
         Saginaw City School District         
         Saginaw Township Community Schools
         St. Charles Community Schools
         Swan Valley School District

         Public School Academies
         North Saginaw Charter
         Covenant Academy
         Francis Reh
         International Academy
         Saginaw Prep Academy
         Woodley Leadership Academy

Registered voters who live in Saginaw County can vote on
the Special Education Millage Proposal by absentee ballot
after June 23rd, or at the polls on August 2.



5. How much money will each local school district
receive if the Special  Education Millage Proposal is
approved by voters?
The approximate amount of revenue that will be returned
to local school district and public school academy
operating budgets is based on the number of special
education students residing in the school district.

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Birch Run Area Schools                                        
Bridgeport-Spaulding Community Schools        
Carrollton Public Schools                                    
Chesaning Union Schools                                   
Frankenmuth School District                              
Freeland Community School District                   
Hemlock Public Schools                                     
Merrill Community Schools                                  
Saginaw City School District                              
Saginaw Township Community Schools            
St. Charles Community Schools                           
Swan Valley School District                    

LOCAL ACADEMIES
Woodly Leadership Academy
Saginaw Prep
North Saginaw Charter
Covenant Academy
International Academy
Francis Reh

$   323,000             
$   484,000
$   546,000
$   497,000
$   283,000
$   467,000
$   323,000
$   237,000
$1,100,000
$1,300,000
$   210,000
$   516,000

APPROXIMATE
REVENUE EACH    
SCHOOL DISTRICT

WILL RECEIVE

$     76,000              
$     44,000
$     92,000
$         -0-
$     48,000
$     13,000



6. How will the revenue from the Special Education
Millage Proposal be used?
Each local school district will determine how the revenue
returned to its general operating budget will be used.  All
districts are committed to using the revenue to enhance
educational programs and services for all of their students.

Revenue from this election will benefit all 26,140 students
served by local school districts and public school academies in
Saginaw County.

7. How much revenue from this election will go to
local school districts and public school academies?
If voters approve the Special Education Millage Proposal, all
revenue will be distributed to Saginaw County's 12 local
school districts and six public school academies. 

8. How much revenue from this election will go to
Saginaw ISD?
None, all revenue will be pro-rata to Saginaw County's 12
local school districts and six public school academies. 

9. How are the revenue distributions to local districts
determined? 
The distribution of millage revenue to local school districts
is consistent with the special education funding priorities
jointly established by local school district superintendents
and Saginaw ISD in 2017. 

The distribution formula is part of Saginaw ISD’s Special
Education Plan approved by local school district
superintendents and submitted to and approved by the
Michigan Department of Education.



10. What will the Special Education Millage
Proposal cost?
The 1.5583 mill proposal will cost the average Saginaw
County homeowner (living in a $100,000 home) $6.49
per month or about 21 cents per day. Some Saginaw
County homeowners will pay more, but most will pay
less.

To calculate your exact cost, multiply the assessed
value of your home by 0.0015583. The assessed value of
your home is a maximum of one-half its market value.
So, if you live in a home with a $100,000 market value,
the maximum assessed value will be one-half that… or
$50,000. Multiply $50,000 by 0.0015583 to get your
annual cost ($50,000 X 0.0015583 = $77.92 per year)… 
or about 21 cents per day.

11. Will homeowner property values be affected if
voters approve the Special Education Millage
Proposal?
Research indicates that real estate values tend to be higher
in communities with school districts that offer students a
quality educational program. Voter approval of the Special
Education Millage Proposal will enhance educational
programs in all local school districts and are likely to reflect
positively on homeowner property values and each local
school district’s reputation.



Autism
Deaf-Blindness
Deaf and Hard of 

Early Childhood 

Emotional Impairment
Cognitive Impairment

12. What special education programs/services are
provided for students in Saginaw County?
Michigan law requires school districts to provide special
education services to individuals with disabilities from
birth through age 26 or upon graduation from high
school.  Students are eligible for services under one of 13
disability areas, including...

      Hearing

      Developmental Delay

          
The Saginaw ISD Special Education Department in
combination with providers in our local districts,
provides programs and services that support the
academic and functional achievement of over 4,600
students with disabilities. These students comprise
approximately 15 percent of Saginaw County’s student
population.

Over 370 special education staff members from the
Saginaw ISD serve students across all twelve local school
districts, six public school academies, and numerous
parochial schools. These individuals provide a variety of
supports and services to meet students’ individual
academic needs. In order to support the diverse needs of
our students, Saginaw ISD also operates four center-
based programs which service low-incidence disabilities.
These programs include the Millet Learning Center,
Transitions Center School, Saginaw Therapeutic
Education Program, and Early On. 

In addition, Saginaw ISD provides county-wide special
education transportation services to ensure equitable
access to a variety of special education programs across
Saginaw County. 

Severe Multiple Impairment
Physical Impairment
Otherwise Health Impairment
Specific Learning Disability
Speech and Language
Impairment
Traumatic Brain Injury
Visual Impairment



13. A YES vote typically means that a 
voter supports a proposal. Is that the case
in this election?
Yes.  Voters who support the Special 
Education Millage Proposal should vote YES.
Voters who oppose it should vote NO. 

14. What will happen if voters do not approve
the August 2nd Special Education Millage
Proposal? 
Saginaw ISD will be required to continue 
invoicing its twelve local school districts and 
six public school academies over eight million
dollars annually for unfunded 
special education costs. This will negatively 
affect educational funding for all students in 
all Saginaw County public schools.  

15. Who can vote in this election?
Registered voters of Saginaw County who 
will be 18 years of age or older, can vote in this
election.

17. Do I need to update my voter registration?
Registered voters need to update their voter registration if
they have changed their name or address since the last time
they voted.  You can do this at any Secretary of State Office or
at the Clerk’s Office where you reside.   

16. Where can I get information about
voting (such as how to register, where
to vote, and absentee voting)?
Go to the Michigan Voter Information website
(www.michigan.gov/vote) or call the Clerk’s
Office where you reside. 



18. Can registered voters vote by absentee ballot?
Yes. Any registered voter can request an absentee voter
application from their local clerk or online at
www.michigan.gov/vote. After June 23rd, absentee ballots
will be mailed to registered voters who have submitted an
absentee voter application. Absentee ballots can be cast
through 8 p.m. on Election Day, August 2nd. 

19. How will the August 2nd ballot be worded?
The exact ballot wording appears below:
     

SAGINAW INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL EDUCATION MILLAGE PROPOSAL

 

 

                                                       
                                           YES
                                        NO

Go to www.sisd.cc and click on Special Education Millage Election
Contact Erin Senkowski, Executive Director of Special Education

Contact David Krantz, Director of Special Education 

Contact your local school district superintendent for additional details

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n :

       (phone 989/249-8708 | email senkowskie@sisd.cc) 

       (phone 989/249-8754 | email dkrantz@sisd.cc)

This proposal will increase the levy by the intermediate
school district of special education millage previously

approved by the electors.
 

Shall the 1.9417 mills limitation ($1.9417 on each
$1,000 of taxable valuation) on the annual property tax
previously approved by the electors of Saginaw
Intermediate School District, Michigan, for the
education of students with a disability be increased by
1.5583 mills ($1.5583 on each $1,000 of taxable
valuation) for a period of 10 years, 2022 to 2031,
inclusive; the estimate of the revenue the intermediate
school district will collect if the millage is approved and
levied in 2022 is approximately $8,638,119 from local
property taxes authorized herein?

http://www.michigan.gov/vote

