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In 2020, The Livingston County Sheriff ’s Office officially rolled out a new program - Do The Right Thing.  
The Do the Right Thing Award Program is a nationwide/international program. The goal of this program 
is to recognize students who strive to make good choices, do well in school, give back to their community 
or demonstrate improved behavior. Any student in grades K-12 in any school within Livingston County 
may be nominated for acts of courage and bravery such as assisting first responders, acts of volunteerism, 
leadership, role model behavior, etc.

We are proud to announce that two Mount Morris students have received this award!

Karter Fanaro was nominated by Mount Morris Central 
School District School Resource Deputy, Jason Butterbrodt. 
In October, eight-year-old Karter was on the playground with 
others when he noticed two students in a confrontation. Karter 
was able to get in between the two students to de-escalate the 
situation, showing poise and compassion while he did the right 
thing. Pictured left to right are Correctional Services Chief 
Deputy Aaron Galvin, Karter, and Deputy Jason Butterbrodt.

Alec Mann (11th Grade) was nominated through the Genesee 
Valley BOCES by School Resource Deputy Rick Gage and the 
administrative team. Alec is an excellent student and is active 
on the Mount Morris soccer and basketball teams. Alec  
continuously shows effort and improvement in the classroom. 
Alec strives to make good choices and maintain a positive  
attitude. His teachers say he is a pleasure to have in class. 
Pictured left to right is SRD Rick Gage, Alec, and Undersheriff 
Matt Bean.

Congratulations to our Do The Right Thing Award Recipients!

At Mount Morris Central School District we are building the future, laying the 
foundation of lifelong learning, opening minds to explore, to create, and to achieve excellence.
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I am proud that we were one of the few schools in the region able to be open for in-person instruction 
5 days a week for all grades since September.  I want to recognize our amazing teachers, staff  
members, administrative team, and Board of Education for going above and beyond to make this 
happen.  In addition, we have received tremendous support from parents and community members 
to ensure our students could receive the quality of education they deserve.       

This year, we have also been able to provide some additional programs for our school community:

    · Rapid Testing 7 Days a Week: email rapidtest@mtmorriscsd.org or call 658-5010 and leave a  
      message if you would like to request an appointment.   

    · Monthly Community Food Distributions. 

    · Community COVID Care Packages: Call 658-5010 to request a care package for someone who  
      is positive.   

Our District has been recognized at both the regional and national level for acedemic excellence.  
This year, WalletHub named Mount Morris to their list of Best High Schools in New York State  
and they ranked us as the #1 High School in Livingston County.  This recognition is indicative to  
the commitment of everyone in our school community to ensure that our children receive a 
high-quality education.   
 

Good luck at World Finals, 
A’Naijha De Jesus,  

David Kelley, 
Scott Lonsberry,  
Lillian Mallaber,  
Sydney O’Grady,  
Shayla White,  

Cameron Zingaro  
& Coach Amanda Lonsberry!! 



Backpack Program
With the support of Foodlink, we are able to provide families with groceries each week,  

year-round. Families are able to sign up for this program by contacting their student’s teacher or our 
Family Support Counselor, Jessica Levins, at jlevins@mtmorriscsd.org  

or leave a message at 658-5010.  

Family  

Resources
If you need help or  

assistance call our School  
Support Message Line 

585-658-5010 

Stay up-to-date by regularly 
visiting our schools website:  

www.mtmorriscsd.org

 
Ms. Atwell is Mount Morris Central School District’s 
Guidance Counselor for students in grades 7 through 
12. Ms. Atwell assists with course selection and grad-
uation requirements, advocates for students with IEP’s 
and behavioral plans, provides individual and small 
group counseling as needed, facilitates college visits, 
helps students with post-secondary planning, delivers 
classroom curriculum, and supports academic and 
social-emotional learning. If you have questions or 
need assistance from Ms. Atwell, she can be contact-
ed by calling (585) 658-5048 or by email at aatwell@
mtmorriscsd.org. Visit Ms. Atwell’s Counseling Corner 
(https://sites.google.com/mtmorriscsd.org/counsel-
ingcorner) for many great resources including   
information on graduation requirements and helpful 
college websites. 
 

Check us out on  

Facebook and Twitter! 

Ms. Atwell’s Counseling  
Corner and Virtual Office for 

Grades 7 - 12
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Our Odyssey of the Mind Team, “OMER the ROMER,” will soon be on their way to the World Finals 
Competition in Orlando, Florida! The team has been working hard to ensure their project is in tip- 
top shape. To say we are all excited about this incredible opportunity is an understatement!!  
 
Odyssey of the Mind is a creative problem-solving program that began in 1978. What started as a 
project for students in a single industrial design class has grown into a world-wide program that has 
reached multiple generations, allowing students to learn, develop, and employ skills related to team-
work, resource management, designing and making, divergent thinking, and so much more. Odys-
sey of the Mind provides students with a place to learn today’s creative problem-solving skills while 
having fun!  
 
Find out more information and get important updates about the competition by visiting: https://
www.facebook.com/OdysseyHQ

Featured in the Mount Morris Shopper!
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Students in the Spotlight
Sarah Robles is 
a member of the 
National Honor 
Society and enjoyed 
participating in the 
Drama Club last 
year. Sarah is  
enrolled in three 
Syracuse  
University (SUPA) 
classes: Practices of  
Academic Writing, Class and Literary Text and 
Forensics. So far, she is enjoying the forensics 
course work the most. “I feel that SUPA classes 
are informative and well done and truly pre-
pare us for the future. I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to earn college credit. Our teachers are 
helpful and encouraging and the class sizes 
allow more one-on-one time between teachers 
and students,” said Sarah.  

When Sarah is not at school or working at the 
nursing home, she enjoys playing Dungeons 
and Dragons, which is the most popular fan-
tasy roleplaying game in the world.  Sarah is 
currently playing the role of a Dungeon Mas-
ter and has built her own campaign, written a 
plot, and is building her own world where she 
delegates tasks to the new players who join. 
What Sarah has enjoyed most about gaming is 
meeting supportive and encouraging friends 
along the way. After graduation, Sarah plans to 
attend college for a bachelor’s degree in Foren-
sics; one university of interest is Youngstown 
Ohio State University.  
 
Sarah’s English teacher said, “Sarah is ready 
for what comes next. Sarah is one of the most 
gifted learners I have encountered in my ten 
years of teaching. Her every thought is critical. 
Her ability to communicate in writing and via 
discussion is First Class. Wherever she goes 
next to pursue her college and post-grad goals, 
Sarah will excel.”

 Brandon Fleming               
is on the school’s 
Soccer Team and 
has enjoyed being 
a part of both the 
modified and varsity 
teams. Brandon has 
also been involved in 
Chorus and Drama 
Club. Brandon’s three 
older brothers inspired 

him to join the Drama Club at a young age and 
some of his favorite memories come from being 
a part of the Drama Club Productions.  
Brandon’s favorite personal performance was 
playing the roles of the Narrator and Bookseller 
in Beauty and the Beast in 2016.  

This year, Brandon is taking two Syracuse  
University classes: Practices of Academic  
Writing and Class and Literary Text as well as 
an Alfred University class: Calculus. Brandon 
enjoys taking these courses which give him 
college credit; he is glad to have a head start. He 
also took Physics last year with Mr. Sakshaug 
and that was his favorite class.  “The most  
important message I would like to relay to 
underclassmen is that when it comes to school 
work, avoid procrastination. Do your  
assignments and turn them in on time,” said 
Brandon. Brandon enjoys riding his bike and 
stopping at the local antique shops. He also 
enjoys volunteering his time to help with events 
at the Mills Mansion. Following graduation, 
Brandon plans to attend MCC and is consider-
ing Business as a major.  
 
“Brandon has always been an exceptional 
young man. He is respectful, witty, and a hard 
worker. Even at a young age, Brandon was 
insightful and thought critically about what his 
future would look like; I have no doubt that it 
will be a great one,” said Mr. Hussain, Brandon’s 
English teacher.
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Artists in the SpotlightArtists in the Spotlight

Briana Lang

Liz Junery Crespo Toledo and Jaieshla Sepulveda

Ashya Rosa and Sierra Somers 

Students in 11th and 12th grade created these amazing art pieces which now 
hang in the school hallways. The project was an independent study in  

Ms. Zawacki’s Art Class. Students were required to come up with a design  
concept and meet the criteria that the pieces be inspiring or motivational. 

These pieces are 8ft by 2ft and hang above student lockers.

“Art is something that makes you breathe with a different kind of happiness”  
- Anni Albers
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LINED LANDSCAPES CREATED BY 2ND GRADE ARTISTS

SYMETRICAL BUTTERFLIES CREATED BY 3RD GRADE ARTISTS
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Artists in the Spotlight Artists in the Spotlight ContinuedContinued
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Over the fall, our elementary classes received an extra special visit, 
which was made possible by Cornell Cooperative Extension. Ber-
nadette Harwood brought two turkeys, one hen (female) and one 
tom (male), to the school to meet our students. In this interactive 
setting, students learned all about turkeys. Some of the informa-
tion shared was how to spot the difference between toms and hens, 
domestic turkeys and wild turkeys, turkey eggs vs other eggs and 
so much more. Our students had really great follow-up questions 
for Ms. Harwood. Some of the questions were: do turkeys like to be 
held, what does the wattle feel like and are turkey claws sharp? If 
you are interested in learning about agriculture, a great website to 
visit is: https://animalagalliance.org/.

 
Did you know 

the first meal on 
the moon for Apollo 11 

astronauts Neil Armstrong 
and Edwin Buzz Aldrin was 

roasted turkey from foil 
packets?

Livingston County  
Agriculture in the Classroom

Educational Diagram that was provided to each student 
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For the first time, Mount Morris Elementary 
brought this hands-on life science lesson of 
hatching chicks into the classroom! Kinder-
garten and First grade students learned about 
the life cycle of chickens. This was such a 
great program that was able to be used for 
teaching content standards in science, math, 
reading, writing and art. We would like to 
thank Cornell Cooperative Extension Ag-in-
the-Classroom for providing us with this fun 

and educational opportunity! 
Baby chicks start trying to fly 
at seven days old, so a few days 
after they hatched, we said 
goodbye and they all went to 
live at Garner Farms in LeRoy. 



Emily Mike 

Troy Johnson 

Alexis Roberts 

Leah Gehrig Jye Crocker 

Eliza Lonsberry Chloe Mike 

Emma Brickwood 

Rylee Lippens

What is our community saying about  
Mount Morris Central School District’s  

Special Online Theatrical Performance??

“You all did a fantastic job.”

“It was so fun to watch.”

“Congratulations to you all.”

“Our family watched the play twice.”

“All of the actors and actresses are very talented.”

“I cant wait to see what they come up with next.”

“What a great bunch of students.”

Not only was this performance a high-octane comedy, but it also put into perspective how 
distracting the internet can truly be! “Every year, I say that I'm lucky to work with such an 
outstanding group of kids, but this year's cast REALLY outdid themselves. They worked 
incredibly hard and made time to fit rehearsals and filming into already hectic and uncertain 
schedules. Their passion and creativity shines through with this production. We couldn't have 
been more proud to present it to our school and community,” said Mrs. Coniglio. 

Directed by  
Mrs. Coniglio
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MMCSD Band and Chorus created virtual performances of some of their favorite hol-
iday music! These pieces were created throughout the fall season. If you haven’t already 

watched these virtual performances or would like to watch them again, you can visit our 
website at www.mtmorriscsd.org and under News, click “See All News.”

This Winter Concert was made available online in mid December and had already been 
veiwed by more than 250 people before the end of the month through the school’s  

Facebook page alone. Wow!! Congratulations, Mr. Irwin, Mr. Knopp, and students on a job 
well done!!!

MMCSD’s Winter Concert 

 
 

Our 2021 Spring Music Creations  
are now available for online veiwing! 

 
Our concert music was created throughout the spring season by recording students in 
lessons and small groups, part by part.  These recordings were then digitally sequenced 

together to make final performances for you to hear.  The Electronic Music Lab created their 
album “Sketches & Soundscapes” through collaborative composition projects using various 
electronic music techniques.  The spring musical “A Bug’s Death” was created during a series 

of recording sessions and with collaboration from the MMCSD art department.  We hope 
you enjoy our 2021 spring music creations!

 

Visit our Spring Concert website:  
bit.ly/2021MMSpringConcert
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CREATING  
MASTERPIECES

Mr. King’s Construction Club built 
and sold 100 tree swallow/blue bird 
houses. The bird houses were built 
using rough cut ash and ceramic 

coated screws. All proceeds benefit 
the Construction Club.

The main project for our 8th grade Robot Class is called “Farm-Bot”.  
Students are challenged to modify robots, create, implement and write  

programs to carry out daily farm type chores including feeding animals, moving animals 
to new grazing sites, providing transportation for the farmer and more. Students who 

finish eight assigned chores are asked to develop a new, challenging chore, that they get 
to name after themselves! We have “Paige Conley’s Flower Garden”, “Kaylee Ortiz’s Cow 

Pasture,” and soon there will be more developed by other students.
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Mr. King and student members of our Tractor Club are feeling fortutunate to have been 
able to work with student teacher, Sean Sporleder, who has a vast amount of mechanical 
experience. Students expressed interest in learning about larger mechanical jobs, so Mr. 
King came up with an idea for a clutch replacement for a Farmall Cub that he had on his 
farm. Soon the group put a plan into action to get the tractor to the school so it could be 
split to access the clutch. Mr. Sporleder and the students had the initial teardown done in 
an hour. “The Tractor” was the topic of discussion for the next few weeks while they waited 
for parts to arrive.

“Getting kids comfortable with this type of work early in life reduces anxiety later on when 
they have a major mechanical job to get done for themselves. Mr. Sporleder did a great 
job explaining what each component was and how it worked. He guided the students  
step-by-step and bolt-by-bolt for a successful repair. Soon we fired up the tractor for its 
maiden voyage and a trip around the parking lot,” said Mr. King. 

Left to right: Cologero Scott, Lance Warren, Mr. King, Tyler Guzzardi, Student Teacher, Mr. Sporleder

TRACTOR CLUB
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Mr. Skelton’s classes had the opportunity to sort through sapphire gravel from a mine in 
Montana called Gem Mountain Sapphire Mine. Sapphire is a precious gemstone, a vari-
ety of the mineral corundum, consisting of aluminium oxide with trace amounts of ele-

ments such as iron, 
titanium,  
chromium,  
vanadium, or  
magnesium.  
Students learned 
how sapphires form 
and the connection 
between gemstones 
and volcanic activity. 
Students were able 
to keep the sapphire 
gemstones that they 
found!

Labtastic Times In  
Mr. Skelton’s Science Class!

The topographic table pictured below along with a projector and an Xbox Kinect allow our 
students to measure the sand’s height and generate contour lines in real-time. Moving the 

sand around generates a new image on the sand. The colors and contours represent  
bodies of water, hills, valleys, roads, land grids, etc.  

Thank you, Mr. Sakshaug for building this table!
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Mr. Skelton and Mrs. Davison teamed up 
to create a topographic map out of cake.  

 
Their students were then challenged to 

practice drawing a topographic map rep-
resenting the cake’s elevations and then 

calculated the gradient and contour  
intervals. 

 Y U M !

Our 6th Grade 
Science  

Projects Are 
Out Of  

This WORLD!

Mr. Skelton & 
Mrs. Davison’s  

Bake-Off  
Challenge!
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Givebacks!

Our PTSA recently rolled out a new fundraising opportunity to help raise money for  
programs in our school district such as The Imagination Library & Birthday Book pro-
grams. They also purchase school supplies for Pre-K through 12th grade students, and 
fund Student Scholarships and Teacher Mini-Grants each year.  
 
Visit our eStore at https://mtmorrisny.memberhub.store/store to shop, save, and support 
our Mount Morris PTSA. You do not need to be a member to use the eStore.

What we love about this fundraiser is you receive special savings on everyday purchases, 
such as meals out, clothing, kids’ activities, home services, etc., and our PTSA recieves up 
to 20% back on every purchase!  

New “Givebacks” are being added every month from brands you know and love! Through 
the eStore, you also have the ability to sign up for a membership and give monetary dona-
tions. 

If you own a business and are interested in participating in this program as a vendor, 
please let us know! Contact Erin Willett at mountmorrisptsa@gmail.com for information.

Another fundraising opportunity that is available to us is the Box Tops for Education 
Program. Each Box Top is worth 10 cents and can be earned by scanning your grocery 
receipts using an app on your cell phone.  
 
If you are interested in becoming a member 
of the Mount Morris PTSA, forms are  
availabe through the following resources:  
 

                     Memberhub eStore  
https://mtmorrisny.memberhub.store/store  
 

 School website (under Parent Information) 
                  www.mtmorriscsd.org  
 

           Call the school and request one  
                          585-658-3333  
 

2020-2021 PTSA Membership Dues 
 

First Adult Member: $7.00 
Second Adult Member: $5.00 

Student Member: $4.00 
 

We appreciate your support!

A Mount Morris PTSA Fundraiser
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Our fourth grade classes were able to work with an Elementary Science Program kit from 
the Genesee Valley Educational Partnership (GVEP) called Birds and their Adaptations. 
Through a variety of activities and hands-on experiences, students discovered how adapta-
tions help living things survive. Students learned that different birds have special beaks that 
allow them to eat specific foods.  
 
In these images, students are dissecting barn owl pellets. The dissection of pellets can tell 
you exactly what an owl has eaten. Barn Owls are unable to digest the fur and bone of their 
prey, which they usually swallow whole. The indigestible parts are regurgitated (coughed 
up through the beak) in the form of an owl pellet. After feeding, producing a pellet takes 6 
hours or more and after each night’s hunting, an owl regurgitates 1 or 2 pellets. Barn Owl 
pellets are typically about the size of a man’s thumb and black when fresh. Pellets often 
contain the remains of 4 or 5 small mammals. Students wore gloves and goggles as they 
used tweezers and wooden probes to pull out a variety of bones. The bones were placed on 
a bond chart based on the type of bone and what animal it came from. 

Birds and their Adaptations
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        MOUNT MORRIS CENTRAL SCHOOL
                               INSTRUCTIONAL CALENDAR 2020-21

JULY JANUARY

AUGUST FEBRUARY 

MARCH

OCTOBER APRIL

NOVEMBER MAY

DECEMBER JUNE

SEPTEMBER

Holidays
Independence Day Recess: Friday, July 3
Labor Day Recess:  Monday, September 7
Columbus Day:  Monday, October 12
Veterans Day:  Wednesday, November 11
Thanksgiving Recess:  November 25 - 27
Winter Recess:  December 24 - January 1
Martin Luther King Day:  Monday, January 18
Presidents' Day Recess:  February 15 - 19
Spring Recess:  March 29 - April 2
Memorial Day Recess:  May 28 & 31
Juneteenth:  June 18

First/Last Days of School
First Day PreK-6: Monday, September 14
First Day 7-12 Last Name A-L: Mon. Sept. 14 (M/W)
First Day 7-12 Last Name M-Z: Tues. Sept. 15 (Tu/Th)
Thursday, June 24

Half Days for Elementary Students 
Friday, Dec. 4 (Parent/Teacher Conferences)
Tuesday, June 22
Wednesday, June 23
Thursday, June 24

Half Day for ALL Students
Wednesday, December 23

Elem. Parent Teacher Conferences
December 4 & 7

Conference Days
Wednesday, September 2
Thursday, September 3
Tuesday, September 8
Wednesday, September 9
Thursday, September 10 
Friday, September 11
Monday, December 7
Graduation
Sunday, June 27

HOLIDAYS
FIRST/LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
HALF DAYS for ELEMENTARY STUDENTS
SUPERINTENDENT'S CONFERENCE DAY
GRADUATION

Scheduled Make-Up Days
(3) snow days....May 28
(4) snow days....May 28, June 25
(5) snow days....May 28, June 25, Mar. 29
(6) snow days....May 28, June 25, Mar. 29 & 30
(7) snow days....May 28, June 25, Mar. 29-31
(8) snow days..May 28, June 25, Mar. 29-31, Apr. 1

If you in need of help or assistance please call our  
School Support Message Line at 585-658-5010 
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Board of Education 2020-2021 Peter Privitera, President • Thomas Young, Vice-President 
• Stephanie Gehrig • Ann Hunt • Pamela Martin • Deborah Schmidt • Jennifer Young

            
Administration Greg Bump, Superintendent • Jesse Hamilton, 7-12 Principal                                   

• Danielle Dean, Elementary Principal • Mike Cox, Business Administrator  
• Krystal Vanvalkenburg, Director of Pupil Personnel Services

M O U N T  M O R R I S  C E N T R A L  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

ATTENTION: 
 Mount Morris Central School District Residents  

with a child under the age of 5!! 

Our PTSA’s partnership with the Dolly Parton Imagination Library Program benefits 
our community by allowing all Mount Morris Central School District residents to 
register their child/children under the age of five (5) to receive a FREE book in the 
mail EVERY month! 
 

To enroll your child in the Imagination Library, please send an email to freebooks@mtmorriscsd.org with the information 
listed below, complete an enrollment form which is available in our visitor entrance, or call Sarah Williams at  
585-658-5036. The information required to register for this program is as follows: Parent Name(s), Child’s Name, Child’s 
Date of Birth (Month/Day/Year), Child’s Gender, Mailing Address, Phone Number, Parent’s Email Address (Optional).  
We hope to hear from you soon!

According to the National Commission on Reading the single most significant factor influencing a child’s early education-
al success is an introduction to books and being read to at home prior to beginning school.

If you know a Mount Morris Central School District resident with a child under the age of 5, please share this  
information with them. Please note that not all Mount Morris residents are in the Mount Morris Central School District.
 
 

 
THE MISSION OF THE MOUNT MORRIS PARENT TEACHER STUDENT ASSOCIATION  

(MMPTSA) IS THREE-FOLD: 

To support and speak on behalf of children and youth in the schools, in the community, and before  
governmental bodies and other organizations that make decisions affecting children;
To assist parents in developing the skills they need to raise and protect their children;

To encourage parent and public involvement in the public schools of this nation. 
The MMPTSA is affiliated with both the New York State and National PTAs.

 
 
 

 

Come help us make a difference! 
Have a question? Want to get involved?  
E-mail: mountmorrisptsa@gmail.com 

For up-to-date announcements, photos, videos and more,
 please follow us on Facebook/mountmorrisptsa 


