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Spectators and Parents of Student-Athletes

Last Friday, February 11, 2022, the worst fear of every parent, athlete and administrator came to fruition in a small town
high school gym not far from here.  Athletes allowed emotions to boil over and a physical confrontation between
participants ended in a brawl involving not only players, but students, parents, and spectators, as well.  The ramifications
of this unacceptable incident will impact these two schools for years to come.  Adults who should have been part of the
solution, became part of the problem.  The behavior and what is considered acceptable, have deteriorated to a point that
common decency and treating others with respect are distant memories.

This is a subject that has been addressed many times over the last few years by the OSSAA, school personnel, game
officials, law enforcement, and anyone who is willing to admit that a troubling pattern has emerged.  COVID-19 along with
the societal climate in our country, have exacerbated the problems of spectators allowing their emotions to be on display
beyond what is appropriate during a public activity.  We are at a point in the state of Oklahoma that playoff schedules have
been adjusted due to the lack of available officials and the problem is only getting worse.  Our final game against
Wilburton had to be played in the afternoon, games have been canceled, and there is a rash of seasoned officials opting
out of playoffs or simply retiring rather than continuing to deal with the lack of respect and decorum from spectators and
participants.

I wanted to take this opportunity to inform our spectators and players that we will follow the recommendations of the
OSSAA and place more emphasis on the behavior of those in attendance.  We are speaking with our coaches and players
about their conduct and interactions with officials, as well.  Our game administrators are being held to a higher standard.
It is important that student-athletes see what acceptable behavior looks like and even though we all need some
forgiveness from time to time, poor sportsmanship and boorish behavior cannot be the new standard we allow ourselves
to accept.  Our community is better than that, we expect better than that from those around us, and we should expect
better from ourselves.  Those who come to watch our student-athletes compete deserve to do so without having to hear
the vulgar and disrespectful comments of those around them.  Those participating shouldn’t have to worry about what
mom or dad might say next.

The following points of emphasis are important for ALL who participate and ALL who spectate to accept when choosing to
attend our events.  If you are unable to accept these expectations, we offer NFHS live streaming of all home games.
There is a fee, but it is less than the price of admission.  We work with other schools to obtain links for their live streaming
options when we’re on the road.  We enjoy an electric atmosphere in our facilities, but if you aren’t capable of providing
that kind of participation in a positive way, we’d prefer you watch from home.  Please think about your involvement in the



educational process before saying or doing something that can have a lasting impact on your ability to attend future
events.

POINTS OF EMPHASIS

- Profanity will not be tolerated.  Anyone removed for using profanity toward other spectators, players, or officials
will not be allowed back into any event where Hartshorne students participate or on school property for one
calendar year.

- Officials, judges, game administrators, and those who are charged with overseeing these events are NOT HERE
TO PICK ON YOUR CHILD OR YOUR SCHOOL.  They are human and they will make mistakes.  Get over the
fact that they are not perfect and understand that they will make a bad call or bad decision from time to time.
Perfection is an unreasonable expectation.  Mistakes are part of competition.  They are to be learned from, not
complained about.

- Anyone standing on, or walking toward the playing surface to yell or scream at a player, coach, another spectator,
or official may be removed and not allowed to return to any school activities for the remainder of the school year.

- Anyone entering the playing area or stepping onto the playing surface to confront or make physical contact with a
participant will be removed immediately and not allowed to return until approved by the Hartshorne Board of
Education at a regularly scheduled meeting (minimum of 1 year).  You will be reported to the OSSAA and further
penalties may result.

- Students in attendance at any event, will be allowed to SUPPORT OUR STUDENT-ATHLETES.  Supporting our
team doesn’t require anything to be said to the opposing team, coaches, or officials.  Making noise to disrupt the
opposition is what being a passionate fan is all about.  When addressing players, coaches, and officials in a direct
manner, you have crossed the line.  Students who fail to follow these stipulations will be removed and not allowed
to attend any events the rest of the school year.

- Officials will be instructed to follow OSSAA rules and they will be encouraged to identify coaches, athletes, and
spectators who are not following the expectations for proper behavior.  Players are not to address officials, that is
the job of our coaching staff.  Spectators will not directly address officials, coaches or players in a derogatory
manner.  Officials will not address the spectators over comments or behaviors.  Once it reaches that level, game
administrators will be asked to remove the offender from the facility.

- The best advice we can offer is to treat everyone with respect.  Everyone has a job to do.  Players play.  Coaches
coach.  Officials officiate.  Spectators spectate.  Officials have a difficult job and they are going to miss calls.
Players are going to miss assignments and fail to follow instructions.  Coaches will choose the wrong play or look
back and question their decisions.  How many spectators walk out of a gym or stadium and question their own
actions or comments?  We want you to support your teams, encourage your players, and enjoy your time with us.
To make that possible for everyone, there has to be some expectation of civility.

The OSSAA has known for some time that poor crowd behavior is an issue that has a negative impact on school events.
Unfortunately, those fears have now been realized.  They have asked for our help in turning this tide before it reaches a
point of no return.  The events of last Friday have placed significant scrutiny on schools who host or participate in
postseason activities to do our part to provide an appropriate atmosphere for student-athletes.  Please work with the
officials and game site administrators at every venue to improve the environment during competitions.

Sincerely

Jason Lindley
Superintendent
Hartshorne Public Schools


