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As difficult as last school year was, this year has proven to be 
another unique and challenging year in its 
own right.  Like in all other areas of society, 
Covid-19 surges and staffing shortages have 
had an effect on the district.  I commend 
our staff on pulling together each day to do 
what it takes to be here for kids!  Everyone is 
jumping in where help is needed.  I’m proud 
to say that we have kept kids in school, in 

sports, in community with their friends, and most importantly, in an 
environment filled with joy, hope, and love each day.  This year has 
been a terrific display of teamwork by our staff, and we are blessed 
to have you on this journey with us!

We are happy to welcome our community back in person for Old 
Fort High School Basketball this season.  Please come out and 
support Stockader Basketball.  We appreciate having our students 
and fans back in the stands to cheer on our teams.

We take pride in our school buildings and recognize the 
responsibility to maintain them well, both for now and for future 
generations.  We continue to refurbish a handful of classrooms 
each year on a five-year rotation, including new paint, lighting, 
carpeting, and furniture where needed.  The elementary school 
library got a fresh coat of paint this past summer, along with the 
front hallway lockers.  If you haven’t been inside of our elementary 

building lately, you’d be happy to see the fresh new look these 
improvements have made.  We strive to preserve what we have 
while sticking to a conservative budget that keeps our district in 
good financial standing.

Congratulations to Cindy Heilman, who retired in December after 
23 years of service to Old 
Fort Local Schools. Cindy’s 
knowledge of the people 
in our community and the 
rich history of our district 
will be irreplaceable.  We 
wish her much happiness 
in her retirement. 

It continues to be a 
privilege to lead this great 
district.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our 
staff and students.  It’s a 
great time to be a Stockader!  Thank you!

With Children at Heart,

Old Fort Local Schools

From our Stockader Family to Yours, Happy Holidays!
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THANK YOU VETERANS!

2

Old Fort Local Schools salutes all veterans who 
have served our country.  The Elementary Student 

Leadership Team hosted a drive-by parade for 
the veterans to show our appreciation to them 
and give them a thank you treat.  The Old Fort 

Elementary Student Leadership Team also 
prepared a video program for all to view about 

Veterans Day.  Special thanks to Mrs. Quaintance 
for putting the video segments together for us.  

The video can be viewed at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_iwUr6rlsY.  

There is a link on the school website under Live Feed.
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ABOVE: Mrs. Wasserman’s eighth-grade history classes created this American 
Revolution display during Veterans Day week in the high school library.

ABOVE: Miss Kozel, Intervention Specialist Teacher 
and Army Veteran, was honored by high school 
students on Veterans Day.  Students and staff 
honored her with a hallway full of letters, artwork, 
and a beautiful balloon display.  We are very proud 
of Miss Kozel’s service to the United States.

English 9 students wrote letters to veterans at Elmwood at the 
Shawhan Assisted Living in Tiffin.  Six veterans received surprise 
letters from our students during a Veterans Day ceremony at 
Elmwood in November.  
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FROM THE DESK OF THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Greetings from your Principal,

At Old Fort Junior High/High School, we are 
proud to offer many extracurricular activities 
for our students.  From Art Club to Basketball, 
Bowling to Esports, Cabaret to Musical, our 
students have a variety of clubs and sports to fit 
their interests! 

Our BLT (Building Leadership Team) continues at looking at ways 
to improve academic consistency in the junior high/high school.  
One of the goals of the BLT is to create a rigorous writing across 
the curriculum program with common writing rubrics across all 
departments.  The team has examined state testing data from 
2020-2021 in terms of writing, evaluated student writing samples, 
discussed writing rubrics, and created the overall writing goal for 
the junior high/high school. 

On October 27th, the junior high and high school were able to 
have a Food Truck Day in the high school parking lot.  Students 
have been working hard on their academics, Honoring the Fort, 
and transitioning back to a more conventional school year.  They 
were able to pick from a variety of food trucks including:  Bee’s 
Cheese, The Old Fort Market, Jimmy G’s, Big Burel, hamburgers/
hot dogs, and Kona Ice! 

Congratulations to the following students for earning Student 
of the Quarter for 1st quarter:  Grady Eakin, Gracie Ickes, Nolan 
Golich, Molly Heilman, Griffin Miller, Ava Priddy, Aidan Black, 
Alexis Ward, Clayton Sooy, Andrea Boedecker, Garrett Havens, and 
Jamy Ivy.  These students were nominated by their teachers for 
exhibiting leadership, effort, model behavior, and contributing to 
a positive classroom atmosphere.  Way to go, Stockaders! 

In the event Old Fort High School has to transition to remote 
learning, the staff and students will be following the plan titled 
JH/HS Remote Learning Plan.    

Thank you for the continued support,

Erica Cobb
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FROM THE DESK OF THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL
Happy Holidays Stockader Family!

We have been quite busy at the elementary 
finishing up the first half of the school year.  
December is a busy month full of learning and 
fun.  Staff will be working with students to 
prepare for our winter benchmark testing.  What 
does this mean for students? They will be taking 
our building-level assessments to show growth 

from the start of the year until the end of the first semester.  Our 
new title teacher, Ms. Christman, will be working with her team 
to develop the testing schedule, assessing students, and working 
with grade level teams to set up supports needed for the second 
half of the school year.  At the same time, the staff is working hard 
to wrap up the end of the second quarter prior to winter break.  
Along with all of this, who can forget our holiday fun throughout 
the month?
  
Some of the events students and staff have been enjoying 
include the holiday program, which took place on Thursday, 
December 16th at the high school auditorium. Students in grades 
1-3 took part in the reindeer themed program. Mrs. Quaintance 
held auditions for 3rd graders who were interested in speaking 
parts. The kids were magnificent and dazzled the audience with 
some delightful holiday cheer. 

Other events that happened throughout December included 

a fun-filled week of holiday spirit, our second annual Winter 
Wonderland Lunch and our PBIS Movie Activity.  I can’t explain the 
excitement and joy felt in the building during this time of the year. 
 
Behind the scenes, teachers have been working hard to grow 
their knowledge of explicit vocabulary instruction.  They are 
working with their teacher-based teams to improve their skills in 
this area.  Our teachers never disappoint when it comes to what 
is best for our students.  They dive in head first to make sure we 
are on the cutting edge of instruction.  It is always a pleasure to 
work with them as we all grow as educators.  How can you help 
support your student?  Ask them about the vocabulary they are 
learning in class, have them tell you a new word from science 
class, or just ask them about the story they are reading in class.  
And as always, feel free to reach out to your child’s teacher.

Finally, I would like to thank you for your support of our 
school and district.  I am always blown away by how much our 
community loves our school.  This was never more apparent 
than with the Plinko donation tree displayed at Parent/Teacher 
Conferences. Be on the lookout for more chances to show your 
support as we continue throughout the school year.  And as 
always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you ever need 
anything.  I am very honored to lead Old Fort Elementary.  

Your Partner in Education,
Mrs. Kristina Smith

In November, staff shared with the students our 
Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports(PBIS) 
theme of gratitude.  They watched short videos, 
completed different activities, and read books about 
gratitude. All students in the elementary school 
made cards to send to the area nursing homes for 
the residents as part of our PBIS lessons on gratitude. 
Be on the lookout for our next theme - Empathy.

PBIS MONTHLY THEME: GRATITUDE



6 w w w. o l d f o r t s c h o o l s . o r g  //  4 1 9 . 9 9 2 . 4 2 6 9

Athletic Facility Upgrades: The district has some 
very exciting upgrades taking place within 
our athletic facilities at the high school. We 
are currently working on completing a total 
refurbishment of the locker rooms at the high 
school including new flooring, lockers, lights, 
restrooms, showers, and paint. We are still 
working on the final touches and adding some 
Stockader Pride items to tie into our school 

colors. The district has also completed a replacement of the 
sound system 
within the high 
school gym that 
included an 
upgrade of the 
speaker system, 
the sound board 
components, 
and wireless mic 
capabilities within 
the gym. We are 
excited about 
this upcoming 
basketball season 
and for our fans 
to be able to 
appreciate the 
new high quality 
sounds during 
games. We are 
also investing 
in our track and 
field program 
with upgrades to our high jump and pole vault practice pit areas. 
The new landing area pads should be completed and shipped in 
February and be ready for our student athletes this coming spring 
season. We are also going to be replacing our current soccer field 
goals and nets as our current goals are close to 20 years old and 
in need of an upgrade. The high school gymnasium fixed seating 
continues to be replaced with new rows of seating, and we are 
currently planning to replace two more rows this school year. 
We know how much pride the community takes in our student 

FROM THE DESK OF JASON MILLER,
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL/ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

athletes and the programs they represent, so we are excited 
about these new upgrades as well for what the future holds. 

Athletic Boosters- We would like to remind everyone that the 
Athletic Boosters meet the first Monday of every month at 7:00 
PM in the high school commons. The Boosters will be selling 
programs at the basketball games again this year, selling Cash 
for Quarters tickets, and selling 50/50 tickets at home games. 
The Boosters appreciate all of the community support which 
allows them to be able to support our student athletes in return. 

Please check the 
school Facebook 
page and the 
district live feed 
on our webpage 
for upcoming 
Athletic Booster 
events.
 
PBIS- the PBIS 
Committee, TLC 
class, and the staff 
have continued 
to recognize 
students through 
“Shout Outs” for 
exemplifying 
the district’s 
core values by 
Honoring the 
FORT! Again, 
FORT stands for 
Feel the Pride, 

Opt for Integrity, Relationships Matter, and Together be Excellent. 
Students have received “Shout Out” magnets to be placed on 
their lockers and made the “Shout Out Board” in the commons. 
Students will also receive special incentives throughout the year 
designed to reinforce their positive behaviors along with lessons 
taught that are specific to the core values. We have implemented 
the phrase “Stockaders will...Honor the Fort” as part of our daily 
routine and common language to help build these values within 
our students.

ABOVE: Girls Junior Varisty Basketball Team
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LITTLE STOCKADERS UPDATE
The Old Fort Early Childhood Program is in full 
swing this school year with 36 new Stockaders!  
Our preschool students have been busy 
exploring, learning, and making new friends.  
All preschool students spent time this fall 
learning about the farm and enjoyed a fantastic 
field trip to Country Lane Tree Farm in Genoa.  

The purpose of Old Fort’s Early Childhood 
Program is to provide a safe, developmentally appropriate, 
nurturing environment that promotes student development 
toward their full potential. We focus on pre-academic skills as well 
as social-emotional learning.

Old Fort Local Schools believes an effective early childhood 
program recognizes each child as a whole person, whose growth 
occurs in developmental stages that are uniquely individual and 
continuous. Young children learn most effectively when they are 
engaged in an environment where teacher-child, child-child, and 
child-environment interactions are all at high levels. Learning is 
seen as an active process where knowledge is constructed as well 
as acquired. The curriculum and instructional strategies are based 
on developmentally appropriate practice for young children. 
These strategies provide a balance of child-initiated and teacher-
initiated activities, which enhances the social, emotional, physical 
and intellectual development of each child. 

• Preschool enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year will be open from February 1-28, 2022.
• Preschool registration applications can be found on the Old Fort Local Schools webpage.  Please call the Elementary 

office at 419-986-5166 if you need assistance completing the application.
• A four-day and two-day program option will be offered again for the 2022-2023 school year.
• Families will be notified by March 15th regarding their child’s enrollment status.
• Preschool spots are limited.  Enrollment will be determined by the order in which registrations are received, and 

priority will be given to district residents first.

• Kindergarten Registration OPENS January 3rd for 
children who will be five by August 1, 2022.

• Registration can be completed on the Old Fort Schools 
website. Please call the Elementary office at 419-986-
5166 if you need assistance with registering your child.

• Kindergarten screening will be held April 28th and 29th.

PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT INFORMATION

OLD FORT KINDERGARTEN 2022-2023
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS AND UPDATES
RIGHT: 1st 
Quarter First 
in Math raffle 
winners!!! Keep 
up the awesome 
work!!! Ava 
Eilrich 6th, Bella 
Abdoo 6th, Maci 
Shiley 4th, Kane 
Cobb 4th, Emery 
Reese 4th and 
Anna Dick 4th

Photography Crew
We have a new photography club led by Mrs. Blymyer and Ms. 
Stump. Our young photographers have been been exercising their 

creativity through the eye 
of a lens.  Each student 
is assigned a different 
digital camera each 
week. We have weekly 
half-hour assignments 
for them to focus on, 
along with a brief tutorial. 
Our first week was an 
introduction on how to 
use their cameras. Going 
along with “Red Ribbon 
Week”, they were asked 
to use their red ribbons 

and capture images that are red and incorporate those ribbons. 
Week 2 was “Elementary Architecture” and the students learned 
about perspective. They found some very interesting views of our 
school. Week 3 (“Primary Basics”) focused on macro photography. 
They learned how 
to zoom in and 
capture details 
on small objects, 
just as nature 
photographers do. 
We are amazed at 
what they have 
accomplished 
in such a small 
amount of time!

The first graders have 
been busy writing 
letters to a jolly 
ol’ soul. They 
have been 
good boys 
and girls.

ABOVE: After learning about the history of The Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, second graders made their own “floats” 
and paraded around the school for all to enjoy.
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HIGH SCHOOL TLC UPDATES 
TLC (Teen Leadership Corps) has been busy this semester at 
school.   At the beginning of the school year, they helped to 
plan the PBIS kick-off assembly for the entire school.  There were 
games, fun, and lots of information given to the student body.
 
In September, one of their 
additional activities was 
creating Toilet Talks to hang 
in the bathroom stalls.  They 
are filled with lots of school 
information, dates, and 
interesting things to read!  
TLC also helped behind the 
scenes at at the Old Fort Cross 
Country meet by washing 
coolers, picking up walnuts, 
and cleaning the concession 
stand and bathrooms. 
In addition, they helped 
coordinate and 
run the Play for a 
Cure event during 
volleyball season.  
Together, they 
helped raise over 
$2000 for F.A.C. T., a 
local organization 
in Seneca County 
that helps with 
financial assistance 
for cancer patients. 

October proved 
to be a very busy month as well.  The 16 members began to go 
to the elementary building on Mondays to help tutor, play with 
students at recess, mentor younger students, and help teachers 
with various activities in the classroom.  They will continue this 
throughout the remainder of the school year.  TLC members 
picked pumpkins, gourds, and squash at Riehm’s Farm Market 
several times this Fall.  Riehm’s donated some items to be painted 
by the preschool classes, along with some guidance from the 
TLC members.  There was a regional TLC Student Conference 
held in Norwalk, Ohio, where over 400 students attended and 
collaborated ideas, listened to motivational speakers, and got 
to know one another.  They also did several  community service 
projects while there.  

In November, they went back to Riehm’s to help pop kalettes, a 
locally grown vegetable that found its way to Cincinnati schools 
for lunch!  They have also organized several Spirit Days for the 
student body for many different occasions. 

In December, TLC along 
with Mrs. King, are 
helping to organize 
the local Toys for Tots.  
Toys are collected up 
through Dec. 13th to 
be distributed to local 
families in need.  There 
are several boxes, 
along with an Angel 
Tree (ornaments that 
have specific needs to 
be purchased) that are 
available to the public/
community to participate 
and help out.  This is 

the 4th year for the class at Old Fort 
High School.  It is very beneficial to 
our school/community as it allows 
students to learn about being a leader, 
organizing various activities for others, 
serving the community, and giving 
back! If you have any ideas or could 
use some extra hands, please contact 
the school. 

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT
2021-22 Yearbooks are on sale.  They can be ordered 
online through the Old Fort Schools website at 
www.oldfortschools.org

Scroll down and look for the brown box that is labeled 
Jostens Yearbooks and click on it. 

Click on “Order My Yearbook “and fill out information.  We 
still have a few 2020-21 yearbooks left if you didn’t get one 
last year.  Just call the High School Office at 419-992-4291.    
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The Old Fort FFA has hit the ground running this 
2021-22 school year.

The following students attended the Hardin 
Northern Soil Judging Invitational this year:
Olivia Abdoo, Owen Atkinson, Ben Combs, Jace 
Turner, Drake Broski, Jozlynn Swain, Carmella 
Resendez, Addyson Gillmor, Audra Miller, Ben 
Hemingway, Edison Stawowy, Gabby Perez, 
Mika Steyer, Pierson Steyer, and Gabe Pennock.

The Old Fort FFA Rural Soil Judging Team 
secured a position to participate in the State 
Soil Judging Contest, by placing in the top 5 at 
the District Contest out of 25 area schools that 
participated in the District 4 FFA Soil Judging 
Contest, which was held in Lima, Ohio.
 
Addyson Gillmor led the team by placing 5th; 
Olivia Abdoo placed 18th; Ben Hemingway 
placed 39th; Pierson Steyer placed 40th; and Audra Miller placed 
55th. Congratulations for qualifying for the State Contest! 

The Urban Soil Judging Team placed 16th. Participants were Mika 
Steyer, Gabby Perez, Edison Stawowy, Jace Turner, and Jozlynn Swain. 

The 8th grade Rural Soil Judging Team competed for the 1st time. 

The team members included  Andrew Tackett, 
Laura Stawowy, Cale Hull, Piper Powell, and 
Grant Havens. Congratulations for stepping up 
and standing out at the district contest.

The State Soil Judging Contest was held in 
Delaware, Ohio. The team placed 28th out of 
50 schools. The following students were on 

the team: Ben Hemingway, Pierson Steyer, 
and Addyson Gillmor. Congratulations to 
Addyson Gillmor for placing 16th in the 
State!

Old Fort FFA Members attended the National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Local tours included Lincoln Tech College 
campus, a sheep production farm, a dairy 
farm, and dinner at Beef and Boards Dinner 
Theater. The following students attended 
the National FFA Convention:  Dylan Baker, 

Chance Smith, Edison Stawowy, Gabby Perez, Jozlynn Swain, and 
Carmella Resendez.

The Old Fort FFA members attended the Old Fort Halloween 
Parade. Thank you, Mr. and Mrs. Tony Miller, for your assistance 
with the float. Also thank you to Parker DuBois for bringing his 
tractor to pull the float.

HAVE YOU HERD THE FFA NEWS?

Homecoming is just around the corner, and the High School 
Student Council has already begun its preparations. The 
Homecoming Game will be on Friday, 
January 14th, against New Riegel with our 
homecoming court recognition ceremony 
commencing between the JV and the 
Varsity matches. High school students will 
vote for their grade-level homecoming 
attendants. Students in grade 9-12 
will then vote for Homecoming King 
and Queen. We will be hosting a bake 
sale during the Homecoming Game to 
offset the cost of decorations and music 
entertainment for the dance. Decided on by the council, this 

year’s homecoming theme is “Casino Night”. The dance will be 
held Saturday, January 15th, from 8-11 p.m. in the high school 

commons. Our spirit days will start 
Monday, January 10th. We encourage 
all students to participate in this year’s 
Homecoming Spirit Week. We hope that 
everyone has a happy and safe holiday 
season.  

Sincerely, 
Jaislynn Woodall
HS Student Council Member

Above design created by:  Jada Howard

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT UPDATE
Old Fort Band Back On Parade!
The Junior High & High School bands came together on October 
31st to perform in the annual Old Fort Halloween Parade.  After 
a one year hiatus, the bands were eager to get back out and 
perform for the community!  

Old Fort Music Department Presents Fall Cabaret
The Old Fort music department 
presented a fall cabaret for the 
first time this past November.  
What is a cabaret?  A cabaret is a 
form of theatrical entertainment 
in which students prepare their 
own performance “acts” for one 
big variety show.  Our students 
displayed various performances 
including dancing, singing, 
ensembles, and even a comedy 
routine!  Congratulations to all of 
our cabaret performers on their 
hard work and dedication to the 
theater!

Old Fort Music Juniors & Seniors Attend Heidelberg 
Preview Day
Music students in grades 11 & 12 were able to 
participate in the Heidelberg University Music 
and Theater Preview Day.  While there, students 

were treated to performances by a number of the department 
ensembles, attend sessions on a variety of music topics, and 
even sit in with the band and choir.  They were also treated to a 
wonderful lunch!  Junior Kylie Heckathorn said, “I really loved the 
trip to Heidelberg. I think that it is an exciting field trip, and it opens 
up your mind to what is out there in the world after high school.”                   

Spring Musical Announced!
The spring musical is back on the 
calendar and will be held March 11-
13, 2022.  This year’s production, Into 
The Woods, was written by Stephen 
Sondheim and combines several of 
the Grimm’s fairy tales into one unified 
story.  Students will be auditioning this 
month, and rehearsals will begin soon.  
Be on the lookout for ticket information 
and ways you can support the show.

ART DEPARTMENT NEWS
RIGHT: Madison 
Nesselhauf is 
our November 
Spotlight artist.  
Madison is an Art 
IV senior at Old Fort 
High School.  She 
plans to attend 
the University of 
Findlay and major 
in Physical Therapy.

ABOVE: Rachel Anstead is our December Senior Spotlight artist. 
Rachel is taking 3D Design and Art IV at Old Fort High School.  She 
is also the vice-president of Art Club. Rachel plans to attend BGSU 
and dual major in General Education and Special Education.
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IMPORTANT COMMUNITY DATES
December 22-January 3  Holiday Break (Students Return Jan. 4)
January 10  Board Meeting 6:00 P.M.
January 14  Homecoming Game
January 15  Homecoming Dance
January 17  Martin Luther King Holiday- No School
January 29  Athletic Hall of Fame Inductions
February 10 Blood Drive- Science Club
February 14 Board Meeting 6:00 P.M.
February 21 Presidents Day- No School
   

THE OPEN ENROLLMENT PERIOD MARCH 1-31 
See our website oldfortschools.org for the open 

enrollment application after March 1.


