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Owen D. Young Central School District 
Board of Education Meeting 

February 7, 2022 
The mission of the Owen D. Young Central School is to provide an excellent educational environment in which all students 

can achieve success and become contributing citizens. 
Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President Marshall at 6:34pm. Those present were led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Present: Quendryth Marshall; President Holly Pullis; Vice President Ethan Durham; Trustee 
 Paul Kennerknecht; Trustee George Mower; Trustee  Brennan Fahey; Superintendent 
 Fred Seifried; Business Official Jenn Jones; District Clerk  Sandy Sherwood; BOCES Superintendent 
 Jim Picolla; BOCES Assistant Superintendent   Stephen Coupe; BOCES Business Manager 
 Jeff Rupp; Senior Advisor  Riley Hajczewski; Student  Jayne Snyder; Student 
 John Rogers; Student  Blake McCord; Student  Daniel Teleki; Student 
 Vladimir Hula; Student  Aric Steenburg; Student 
The Board reviewed the February 7, 2022 agenda and the January 10, 2022 minutes. A correction was made to the minutes that 
the “Future Farmers of America” that was referenced has changed their name to “FFA”. A typographical correction was also 
made to the minutes. 
 

Students Vladimir Hula and Aric Steenburg presented the plans for the senior trip to Boston. The class intends to leave on 
Friday June 17 in time for a baseball game at Fenway Park. Saturday will involve a duck tour, a trip to the aquarium, and a 
haunted trolley ride, with time for sight-seeing and shopping. Sunday will be spent at 6-Flags Amusement Park, returning 
Sunday night. The students laid out their estimated expenses, current money saved and projected money still to earn based on 
2 fundraisers still to happen. The Board complimented the students on their fundraising efforts over the past 7 years, 
commenting that they should mentor younger classes on effective fundraising strategies. 
 

Superintendent Sherwood presented the administrative budget for BOCES for the 22-23 school year. The Board will vote on 
the budget as well as the Board seats up for election before the end of April. 
 

Assistant Superintendent Picolla presented the BOCES Capital Project plans and financial outlay for the proposed project to 
the Board. 
 

Upon a motion by Vice President Pullis, seconded by Trustee Kennerknecht, the Board approved the Treasurer’s Report for 
December 2021 and the use of the gym by Richfield Youth Basketball from February 8, 2022 through August 31, 2022. 
           MOTION CARRIED 5:0 
Upon a motion by Vice President Pullis, seconded by Trustee Mower, the Board approved items a-d listed below: 
a. 2022-23 District Calendar Approval 
b. Approve purchase of Principles of Ag, Food & Natural Resources textbook. 
c. Approve agreement with Schoolhouse Construction as Clerk of Work for Capital Outlay project for Spring 2022 for $7,500. 
d. Approve Owen D. Young students participating in the Richfield Clay Targeting Club with Richfield Springs for Spring 

2022.          MOTION CARRIED 5:0 
 

Upon a motion by Trustee Mower, seconded by Trustee Kennerknecht, the Board approved the Bond Resolution for $3,400,000 
for the 2023 Capital Project.     MOTION CARRIED BY ROLL CALL VOTE 

President Marshall: Aye  Vice President Pullis: Aye Trustee Durham: Aye 
Trustee Kennerknecht: Aye Trustee Mower: Aye 

A BOND RESOLUTION, DATED FEBRUARY 7, 2022, OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE 
OWEN D. YOUNG CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT, HERKIMER COUNTY, NEW YORK (THE 
“DISTRICT”) AUTHORIZING THE DISTRICT (A) TO UNDERTAKE A PROJECT CONSISTING OF 
THE RECONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION OF, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
IMPROVEMENTS AND UPGRADES TO, VARIOUS DISTRICT BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES AT 
AN ESTIMATED AGGREGATE MAXIMUM COST OF $3,500,000, (B) TO EXPEND TOWARD THE 
PROJECT UP TO $100,000 OF THE DISTRICT’S CAPITAL RESERVE FUND AND (C) TO ISSUE 
SERIAL BONDS OF THE DISTRICT IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$3,400,000 TO FINANCE THE BALANCE OF THE COST OF SUCH PROJECT, AND DELEGATING 
THE POWER TO ISSUE BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE SALE OF 
SUCH BONDS TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE DISTRICT. 
WHEREAS, at the special District meeting and vote of the qualified voters of the Owen D. Young Central School 

District, Herkimer County, New York (the “District”), held on November 30, 2021, the proposed capital improvement 
project (“Proposition No. 1”) that the Board of Education (the “Board”) of the Owen D. Young Central School District, 
Herkimer County, New York (the “District”), is hereby authorized to undertake a capital improvement project (the 
“Project”) consisting of the reconstruction and renovation of, and the construction of improvements and upgrades to, 
various District buildings and facilities (and the sites thereof) to implement various health, safety, accessibility and 
code compliance measures required by the State Education Department in connection with any significant capital 
improvements project, and to undertake various other measures generally as described in (but not to be limited by) the 
written plan for the Project that was prepared by the District with the assistance of King & King Architects (the 
“Project Plan”), which is available for public inspection in the office of the District Clerk, such work being anticipated 
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to include, without limitation and to the extent as and where required, the particular elements described below. The 
proposed work will involve various alterations, modifications, repairs, replacements, and/or reconstruction of its 
existing facilities, including but not limited to reconstruction of existing septic/sanitary systems; roof replacements; 
boiler replacements; technology and control system renovations; interior classroom, office, and similar space 
renovations; window and door replacements; air conditioning control unit replacements; water valve replacements; 
stairway tread replacements; pool filter and tank replacements; replacement of the auditorium partition; development 
of a new gym storage area/concessions; lighting fixture replacements; and ceiling replacements; and miscellaneous 
site work at other sites. The foregoing components of the Project (or so much thereof as may be reasonably 
accomplished, given the level of construction bids received) will include the purchase of original furnishings, 
equipment, machinery, and apparatus required in connection with the purposes for which such buildings, facilities, 
and sites are used, and all ancillary or related work required in connection therewith. The District will be authorized 
to expend for the Project, including for preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and to the financing thereof, an 
amount not to exceed the estimated maximum cost of $3,500,000, provided that the detailed costs of the components 
of the Project (as generally described in the Project Plan) may be reallocated among such components, or such 
components may be deleted, revised or supplemented if (1) the Board shall determine that such reallocation, deletion, 
revision or supplementation is in the best interests of the District, (2) the aggregate amount to be expended for the 
Project shall not exceed $3,500,000, and (3) no material change shall be made in the overall scope and nature of the 
Project; and 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to authorize the expenditure of up to $3,500,000 for such purpose and to provide for 
the financing thereof in accordance with Proposition No. 1; 

NOW, THEREFORE,  
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board (by a favorable vote of at least two-thirds of all the members of the Board), as 

follows:  
Section 1. The specific purpose to be financed pursuant to this resolution is to undertake a capital improvement 

project (the “Project”) consisting of the reconstruction and renovation of, and the construction of improvements and 
upgrades to, various District buildings and facilities (and the sites thereof) to implement various health, safety, 
accessibility and code compliance measures required by the State Education Department in connection with any 
significant capital improvements project, and to undertake various other measures generally as described in (but not 
to be limited by) the written plan for the Project that was prepared by the District with the assistance of King & King 
Architects (the “Project Plan”), which is available for public inspection in the office of the District Clerk, such work 
being anticipated to include, without limitation and to the extent as and where required, the particular elements 
described below. The proposed work will involve various alterations, modifications, repairs, replacements, and/or 
reconstruction of its existing facilities, including but not limited to reconstruction of existing septic/sanitary systems; 
roof replacements; boiler replacements; technology and control system renovations; interior classroom, office, and 
similar space renovations; window and door replacements; air conditioning control unit replacements; water valve 
replacements; stairway tread replacements; pool filter and tank replacements; replacement of the auditorium partition; 
development of a new gym storage area/concessions; lighting fixture replacements; and ceiling replacements; and 
miscellaneous site work at other sites. The foregoing components of the Project (or so much thereof as may be 
reasonably accomplished, given the level of construction bids received) will include the purchase of original 
furnishings, equipment, machinery, and apparatus required in connection with the purposes for which such buildings, 
facilities, and sites are used, and all ancillary or related work required in connection therewith. The District will be 
authorized to expend for the Project, including for preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto and to the financing 
thereof, an amount not to exceed the estimated maximum cost of $3,500,000, provided that the detailed costs of the 
components of the Project (as generally described in the Project Plan) may be reallocated among such components, or 
such components may be deleted, revised or supplemented if (1) the Board shall determine that such reallocation, 
deletion, revision or supplementation is in the best interests of the District, (2) the aggregate amount to be expended 
for the Project shall not exceed $3,500,000, and (3) no material change shall be made in the overall scope and nature 
of the Project. 

Section 2. The Board plans to finance the maximum estimated total cost of the Capital Project by (A) the 
expenditure of up to $100,000 of the District’s Capital Reserve Fund and (B) the issuance of serial bonds or other 
obligations of the District, in an amount not to exceed $3,400,000, pursuant to the Local Finance Law (the issuance 
of such obligations being hereby specifically authorized for the financing of the balance of the estimated maximum 
cost of the Capital Project), with such amount to be offset by any federal, state, county and/or local funds received by 
the District for the Capital Project.  Unless paid from other sources or charges, such balance of the estimated maximum 
cost of the Capital Project is to be paid by the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property in the District 
to pay the principal of such bonds or other obligations, and the interest thereon, as the same shall become due and 
payable. 

Section 3. It is hereby determined that the Project is an object or purpose described in subdivision 97 of paragraph 
a of Section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law, and that the period of probable usefulness of the Project is 30 years. 

Section 4. Subject to the provisions of this resolution and of the Local Finance Law, pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 30.00 relative to the authorization of the issuance of bond anticipation notes or the renewals of said notes and 
of Section 21.00, Section 23.00, Section 50.00, Sections 56.00 to 60.00, Section 62.00, Section 63.00, and Section 
164.00 of the Local Finance Law, the powers and duties of the Board pertaining or incidental to the sale and issuance 
of bond anticipation notes and prescribing the terms, form and contents and details as to the sale and issuance of the 
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bonds herein authorized, and of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of such bonds, and any renewals of 
such notes, are hereby delegated to the President of the Board, as the chief fiscal officer of the District.  Without in 
any way limiting the scope of the foregoing delegation of powers, the President of the Board, to the extent permitted 
by Section 58.00(f) of the Local Finance Law, is specifically authorized to accept bids submitted in electronic format 
for any bonds or notes of the District. 

Section 5. The temporary use of available funds of the District, not immediately required for the purpose or 
purposes for which the same were borrowed, raised or otherwise created, is hereby authorized pursuant to Section 
165.10 of the Local Finance Law, for the purpose or purposes described in Section 1 of this resolution. The District 
then reasonably expects to reimburse any such expenditures (to the extent made after the date hereof or within 60 days 
prior to the date hereof) with the proceeds of the bonds authorized by Section 2 of this resolution (or with the proceeds 
of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of such bonds). This resolution shall constitute a formal 
expression of the District’s “official intent” to reimburse the expenditures authorized by Section 2 hereof with such 
bond or note proceeds, as required by United States Treasury Regulations Section 1.150-2. 

Section 6. Each of the bonds authorized by this resolution, and any notes issued in anticipation of the sale of such 
bonds, shall contain the recital of validity as prescribed by Section 52.00 of the Local Finance Law, and such bonds 
and notes shall be general obligations of the District, payable as to both principal and interest by a general tax levied 
annually upon all the taxable real property within the District, without limitation as to rate or amount (subject to certain 
statutory limitations imposed by Chapter 97 of the 2011 Laws of New York), sufficient to pay the principal of and 
interest on such bonds and notes becoming due and payable in such year.  The faith and credit of the District is hereby 
irrevocably pledged for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, and provision shall be 
made annually in the budget of the District by appropriation for (a) the amortization and redemption of any such bonds 
or notes to mature in such year and (b) the payment of interest on any such bonds or notes to be due and payable in 
such year. 

Section 7. The President of the Board is further authorized to take such actions and execute such documents as may 
be necessary to ensure the continued status of the interest on the bonds authorized by this resolution, and any notes 
issued in anticipation thereof, as excludable from gross income for federal income tax purposes pursuant to Section 
103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”) and to designate the bonds authorized by this 
resolution, and any notes issued in anticipation thereof, if appropriate, as “qualified tax-exempt obligations” within 
the meaning of Section 265(b)(3)(B)(i) of the Code. 

Section 8. The President of the Board is further authorized to enter into a continuing disclosure agreement with the 
initial purchaser of the bonds authorized hereunder (or any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale 
of such bonds), containing provisions which are satisfactory to such purchaser in compliance with the provisions of 
Rule 15c2-12, as promulgated by the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934. 

Section 9. In the absence or unavailability of the President of the Board, the Vice President of the Board is hereby 
specifically authorized to exercise the powers delegated to the President of the Board in this resolution. 

Section 10. By separate resolution, the Board complied with the provisions of the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (“SEQRA”) with respect to the Project by adopting the findings of King & King Architects, which 
determined that the undertaking of the Project is a Type II action under SEQRA and, therefore, no other determination 
or procedures were required under SEQRA. 

Section 11. The District Clerk is hereby authorized and instructed to publish this resolution, or a summary thereof, 
together with a notice in substantially the form provided by Section 81.00 of the Local Finance Law, in the official 
newspaper(s) of the District, or if no newspaper(s) have been so designated, then in a newspaper having general 
circulation in the District, which newspaper shall be designated by the Board in a separate resolution. The validity of 
the serial bonds authorized hereby, or of any bond anticipation notes issued in anticipation of the sale of such serial 
bonds, may be contested only if: 

(1) (a) Such obligations are authorized for an object or purpose for which the District is not authorized to expend 
money, or 
(b) The provisions of law which should be complied with at the date of publication of this resolution (or a 
summary thereof) are not substantially complied with,  
and an action, suit or proceeding contesting such validity is commenced within twenty days after the date of 
such publication; or 

(2) Such obligations are authorized in violation of the provisions of the Constitution of the State of New York. 
Section 12. This resolution is effective immediately and shall be placed in the official minutes of the Board as an 

official action of the Board. 
 

Upon a motion by Trustee Mower, seconded by Vice President Pullis, the Board approved the second reading and adoption of 
Policy Numbers 0010 – Code of Ethics for All District Personnel, 0015 – Equal Opportunity and Prohibition of Discrimination 
and Harassment, 0016 – Instruction and Employment of HIV Infected Individuals, 0017 – Student Registration and Pre-
Registration to Vote, 6204 – Drug Free Workplace, 0021 – Tobacco and Nicotine Use Policy with the proposed changes. 
           MOTION CARRIED 5:0 
President Marshall shared the results of the Varsity Volleyball teams sectional games. The Board also discussed the volleyball 
posters placed around the gym and the Scholar Athlete posters that are being looked into. It was also decided the Clay Shooting 
club would be included with Athlete posters being looked into. 
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President Marshall shared a question from a community member asking if ODY would be able to organize a youth sports 
program for the spring. This would be an outdoor program and Superintendent Fahey said he would look into it. 
 

Vice President Pullis shared her experience at the virtual Legislative Forum she attended. She was impressed with the speakers 
and how they looked to local school board members for information and direction. 
 
Vice President Pullis asked for an update on the mask mandate and virtual learning for schools, Superintendent Fahey responded 
that he didn’t have any new news yet. She also expressed concern that if a student has to work on their homework in a place 
outside the home it becomes difficult as we have moved towards everything being electronic/online. The ability to load things 
to be able to work off-line was discussed, and acknowledged that it’s not always possible. 
 
Vice President Pullis asked if martial arts could be considered as an after school activity. Superintendent Fahey said he would 
reach out to Bailey’s as well as other schools offering that program. The benefits of such a program were discussed. 
 
Vice President Pullis asked about the follow up being done by students who attended Youth Summit and expressed an interest 
in having them present their initiatives to the Board. 
 

Trustee Kennerknecht asked if there was a way to display the score when the school live streams sports events. Currently the 
school does not have the technology, however, since Superintendent Fahey would like to continue live streaming games, ways 
to do this will be looked into. 
 

Trustee Mower shared an interview he listened to involving restrictions being place on schools and teachers in other states on 
how they teach students about racism. He mentioned that in this interview, it was discussed how lawsuits are being permitted 
against individual teachers by 3rd parties that do not have children in the school system. 
 

Superintendent Fahey updated the Board on the Capital Project progress. 
 

Superintendent Fahey updated the Board on the 2022-23 proposed Capital Outlay project, in which they hope to install new 
bleachers in the gym, new water meters and possibly backflow. He also discussed maintenance projects that may be done over 
the summer, should the budget allow. These include outdoor lights in the lower parking lot and possibly upgrading the lights 
along the main road. 
 

The Board discussed the proposed redesigning of the basketball winch for easier functionality as well as improving acoustics 
in the gymnasium. Superintendent Fahey has also asked that the gym floor be refinished to help maintain its condition. 
 

Mr. Seifried shared a quote for removing the rust from the schools minivan ($2,000) which would extend its life. 
 

Mr. Seifried shared that the Herkimer BOCES Central Business Office, which handles a number of financial services for ODY 
is considering doing away with their services. This would mean that the school has to either perform these services in house or 
find another service provider. It is not feasible for these services to be performed in house so the Board has directed Mr. Seifried 
to look into other BOCES such as OHM. 
 

Mr. Seifried reviewed the Cap on the Tax Levy for the 22-23 school year. The school permitted to go as high as 2.72%, however 
Mr. Fahey is recommending 2.0%. The Board agreed and Mr. Seifried will move forward with budget planning based on the 
recommended number. 
 

Mr. Seifried reviewed the preliminary budget. Without changing any of the services from last year, the proposed budget will 
be $6,527,847.00. Mr. Seifried and Superintendent Fahey pointed out that as they begin to plan for next year, changes in 
services needed may result in a change to the proposed budget. 
 

Upon a motion by Trustee Kennerknecht, seconded by Trustee Mower, the Board entered into Executive Session at 9:15 pm. 
           MOTION CARRIED 5:0 
Upon a motion by Trustee Mower, seconded by Trustee Kennerknecht, the Board exited Executive Session at 10:23 pm 
 

Upon a motion by Vice President Pullis, seconded by Trustee Mower, the Board approved the Personnel Report dated 2/7/22. 
 

Upon a motion by Trustee Mower, seconded by Trustee Kennerknecht, the Board adjourned the February 7, 2022 meeting at 
10:25pm.          MOTION CARRIED 5:0 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

_____________________ 
Jenn Jones; District Clerk 
 

PERSONNEL REPORT; February 7, 2022 
As recommended by Superintendent Brennan Fahey, the Board approve the appointments and accept the resignations, as listed 
in the Personnel Report, noting the salary, certification, and tenure status of all appointees, as appropriate. 
 

Resignations: Soraya Millan, Spanish Teacher 7-12, effective February 12, 2022 
 

Upcoming Events 
February 
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4 & 5 All County Festival and Central Valley Academy 
7  Board of Education Meeting 6:30 
11 ½ day for students – Professional Development 
18 Elementary Sweetheart dance 
21-25 Mid-Winter Break 
 

March  
14 Board of Education Meeting 6:30 


	President Marshall: Aye  Vice President Pullis: Aye Trustee Durham: Aye
	Trustee Kennerknecht: Aye Trustee Mower: Aye

