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Introduction to Twin Peaks Classical Academy

Twin Peaks Classical Academy is a Classical Education college-preparatory

school. Students are held accountable to meet and/or exceed state content

standards, do all assigned work, turn in assignments, participate in class, be

prepared and on time.

Paired with parent support, Twin Peaks High School teachers work hard to ensure

that their students succeed.  They help students learn the knowledge from

year-to-year that is essential for students to succeed in high school, college, and

life.

What is Classical Education?

Classical education is a time-tested, proven approach to instruction that cultivates:

- the processes of learning, thinking, reading, writing and speaking

- the unity and appropriate application of knowledge, leading to wisdom,

independence and civic responsibility

- character, leading to virtue

What are the Advantages of Classical Education?

- An insistence on a core curriculum that focuses on a study of the three R’s, the

natural sciences, literature and history (with an emphasis on Western

Civilization).

- A commitment to developing critical reasoning skills in students.

- Promotes the “great conversation” through the reading of the classics and other

great works of literature.

What does Twin Peaks High School offer?

- Tailored collegiate planning for every student, beginning in 9
th

grade.

- Rigorous academics offering science, arts and humanities, and technology.

- A well rounded high school experience with a smaller student body and class size

where all students are known, valued, and challenged to be their personal best.

- A college preparatory program with Advanced Placement options designed to

meet or exceed selective college requirements using the framework of Classical

Education.
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AP Offerings

AP Language &
Comp.

AP Literature &
Comp.

AP US History AP European
History

AP Human
Geography

AP Psychology AP Biology AP Chemistry

AP Physics 1 AP Physics C AP Calculus AB AP Calculus BC

AP Statistics AP Spanish AP French AP Latin

Our AP Program recognizes students who have demonstrated outstanding achievement
through AP courses and exam grades.  AP students can qualify for the following awards:

Award Criteria

AP Scholar Granted to students who receive scores of 3 or higher

on three or more AP Exams.

AP Scholar with

Honor

Granted to students who receive an average score of

at least 3.25 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of

3 or higher on four or more of these exams.

AP Scholar with

Distinction

Granted to students who receive an average score of

at least 3.5 on all AP Exams taken, and scores of 3

or higher on five or more of these exams.

-
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Middle School Course Offerings

Middle School English

English 6
Students in English 6 will delve into classic works of literature, beginning with Greek myths that
lead into abridged versions of Homer’s epics, The Iliad and The Odyssey. In addition, the
students will engage with literature in a variety of ways, through poetry, plays, short stories, and
novels. Homer, Shakespeare, Twain, Dickinson, Wordsworth, and Hughes are the chief authors
and poets of the works these students will encounter in sixth grade. Sixth graders are
encouraged to identify general themes in each piece of literature. These identifiable themes will
then allow students to see how classic works wrestle with enduring, humane questions that
have lasted throughout the ages (Is war moral? What is our duty, if any, to law?). Daily grammar
practices, writing essays, engaging in civil group discussions, and annotating are all
components of the sixth grade skills that students will develop.

Advanced English 6
Students in English 6 will delve into classic works of literature, beginning with Greek myths that
lead into abridged versions of Homer’s epics, The Iliad and The Odyssey. In addition, the
students will engage with literature in a variety of ways, through poetry, plays, short stories, and
novels. Homer, Shakespeare, Twain, Dickinson, Wordsworth, and Hughes are the chief authors
and poets of the works these students will encounter in sixth grade. Sixth graders are
encouraged to identify general themes in each piece of literature. These identifiable themes will
then allow students to see how classic works wrestle with enduring, humane questions that
have lasted throughout the ages (Is war moral?, What is our duty, if any, to law?). Daily
grammar practices, writing essays, engaging in civil group discussions, and annotating are all
components of the sixth grade skills that students will develop.

While the curriculum for the Advanced English class is the same as that of other English
classes, students are expected to demonstrate a deeper understanding of thematic concepts
and assessments are more academically rigorous. Advanced students are also expected to
write with a more sophisticated level of rhetorical awareness.

English 7
In English 7 students will be encountering the works of poets and authors such as Jack London,
Edgar Allan Poe, and Edmund Rostand. Students will think and create expressions of their
ideas in reaction and in conversation with the novels, short stories, plays, and poems. They will
relate these works to our shared human experience. This will be completed through the creative
expression of their ideas in paragraphs, essays, and oral arguments. An emphasis on
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vocabulary and daily grammar will help build a foundation from which students will be able to
share their ideas.

Advanced English 7
In English 7 students will be encountering the works of poets and authors, such as Jack
London, Edgar Allan Poe, and Edmund Rostand. Students will think and create expressions of
their ideas in reaction and in conversation with the novels, short stories, plays, and poems. They
will relate these works to our shared human experience. This will be completed through the
creative expression of their ideas in paragraphs, essays, and oral arguments. An emphasis on
vocabulary and daily grammar will help build a foundation from which students will be able to
share their ideas.

While the curriculum for the Advanced English class is the same as that of other English
classes, students are expected to demonstrate a deeper understanding of thematic concepts
and assessments are more academically rigorous.  Advanced students are also expected to
write with a more sophisticated level of rhetorical awareness.

English 8
English 8 serves as the capstone of the Core Knowledge English curriculum and is the
launching point for our students to engage in their classical high school English class. In this
course we tackle difficult texts from Russian authors like Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy. Students will
discover the meaning behind the modern allegory Animal Farm by George Orwell. We also
examine in detail two of Shakespeare’s plays: the tragedy Romeo and Juliet, and the comedy
Twelfth Night or What You Will. In the spring we read To Kill a Mockingbird whose content and
themes tie directly into what they have learned in their History 8 course. Throughout the year
students are refining their skills with daily grammar practice, vocabulary, paragraph writing, and
expository essays.

Advanced English 8
Advanced English 8 serves as the capstone of the Core Knowledge English curriculum and is
the launching point for our students to engage in their classical high school English class. In this
course we tackle difficult texts from Russian authors like Dostoevsky, and Tolstoy. Students will
discover the meaning behind the modern allegory Animal Farm by George Orwell. We also
examine in detail two of Shakespeare’s plays: the tragedy Romeo and Juliet, and the comedy
Twelfth Night or What You Will. In the spring we read To Kill a Mockingbird whose content and
themes tie directly into what they have learned in their History 8 course. Throughout the year
students are refining their skills with daily grammar practice, vocabulary, paragraph writing, and
expository essays.

While the curriculum for the Advanced English class is the same as that of other English
classes, students are expected to demonstrate a deeper understanding of thematic concepts
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and assessments are more academically rigorous.  Advanced students are also expected to
write with a more sophisticated level of rhetorical awareness.

Middle School History

History 6
In this course we explore the most crucial inheritances of Western Civilization, focusing
especially on the Greeks and the Romans.  After studying the history and development
of these societies, we will examine the impact that they had on the modern world
through the Enlightenment and foundation of the United States of America. Students
develop and use the same skills and methods employed by historians: analyzing
primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical
connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and
change.

History 7
This course will primarily be focused on the early-to-mid twentieth century.  It takes into
consideration both European and American history, focusing on the changing nature of
imperialism and the rise of totalitarian states. Seventh grade history will end in 1945
after the Second World War. Students develop and use the same skills and methods
employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical
arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison,
causation, and continuity and change.

History 8
Eighth grade history is anchored in the examination of freedom, which has defined the
American experiment. From the Declaration of Independence to the Middle East and oil
politics, students will study primary sources to understand the major events which have
shaped American liberty. Students develop and use the same skills and methods
employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical
arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison,
causation, and continuity and change.

Middle School Mathematics

Singapore 6
Our Singapore curriculum will meet and exceed the Common Core State Standards in
mathematics. The Singapore Math program consistently challenges your student, but
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more importantly, instills a love of mathematics and critical thinking. The sixth grade
year in Singapore is essential in preparing students to move into pre-algebra with a
strong base and understanding of higher-level mathematics.

Pre-Algebra
Prerequisite: Singapore 6 or test in
This math course focuses on providing an introduction to the algebraic standards which
form the basis of more complex mathematical study. This class not only prepares
students for algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and calculus but also for decision making
and planning through logic training.

MS Algebra 1
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra or Test in
This course is the foundation for high school mathematics.  Students will work with
integers, expressions, order of operations, laws of exponents, and the properties and
axioms of algebra.  Students will work extensively solving linear equations, inequalities,
and systems of equations, absolute value equations and inequalities, quadratic
equations with real solutions, and radical equations.  Students will graph the following
function types:  absolute value, linear, and quadratic. Additional topics include
exponential functions and equations, transformations of figures on the coordinate plane,
and operations with polynomials.

Middle School Science

Science 6
This course is designed to introduce students to the world of science in secondary
education. Students will become  familiar with the basic concepts and practices of
science such as the scientific method, writing, and data interpretation in addition to
learning about the geologic history of earth,  earth's surface, rock and mineral
identification,  atmosphere and weather systems, and astronomy.

Science 7
This course will continue the work of familiarizing students to the scientific method by
focusing on Chemistry. Students will perform experiments and practice science writing
as they identify dependent and independent variables, constants, and conclusions.
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Science 8
This is a standard eighth grade level course focusing on Physics which includes (but is
not limited to) Scientific inquiry, Graphs & Models, Math as a Science Tool, Physics of
Motion, Forces and Newton’s Laws, Buoyancy, Work, Energy and Power, Types of
Energy (energy as everything), Electricity and Magnetism, Sound and Light, Chemistry
of Food and Respiration.

Middle School Foreign Language

Twin Peaks offers high school level foreign language courses to 6th through 8th grade
students who demonstrate great responsibility and academic achievement. Successful
completion of these classes at the middle school level enables the student to take the
AP level course and test for college credit early in their high school career.

6th grade students must complete their fifth grade year with all A’s and receive a
teacher recommendation to begin a foreign language class.

7th and 8th grade students must have completed the previous school year with all A’s
and B’s to be eligible for a foreign language class.

For more information about foreign language classes, please see the High School
Foreign Languages Section.

Middle School Electives

Classical Drawing 1 semester
This one semester introductory class is designed to help improve students’ basic art skills and
introduce them to great works of art from the Ancient Greek and Roman, Baroque, Rococo,
Neoclassical, Romantic, and Realistic time periods in art history. Students will design artwork
using a variety of media and techniques, and develop an appreciation of beauty and the
expressive capability of Great works of art. Students will also learn to recognize and use the
elements of art (line, shape, color, value, form, texture and space), and design principles
(rhythm, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis, harmony and unity).

Color Theory and Painting 1 semester
This one semester exploratory class is designed to help improve students’ basic art skills.
Students will expand from basic object drawing to “still life” drawing with increasing complexity
over the duration of the class. Students will design artwork using a variety of media and
techniques, and develop an appreciation of beauty and the expressive capability of Great works
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of art. Students will also learn to recognize and use the elements of art (line, shape, color, value,
form, texture and space), and design principles (rhythm, balance, proportion, variety, emphasis,
harmony and unity).students will focus on painters from the Impressionist, Post-Impressionist,
Expressionist, and Abstract time periods as well as a brief introduction to Modern American
Painting.

Abstract and 3D Art 1 semester
Students will focus on 20th Century Painting, the evolution of Photography, 20th Century
Sculpture, and Architecture since the Industrial Revolution. This one semester exploratory class
is designed to help improve students’ basic art skills. Students will expand from basic object
drawing to “still life” drawing with increasing complexity over the duration of the class.

Technology Survival 1 semester
This class will introduce students to computers and their uses. Students will learn the basics of
how a computer functions and will be introduced to skills and concepts using a wide variety of
software. Digital citizenship and media literacy concepts will also be explored.  Students will
enhance keyboarding skills and technology tools relevant to school success.

Introduction to Programming 1 semester
Students will continue to develop computer skills. Coding and 3D design will be covered as well
as learning about computer hardware. Digital citizenship concepts will be explored.  Students
will continue to enhance keyboarding skills.

Introduction to to Web Design 1 semester
Students will continue to develop computer skills, focusing on web design. Digital citizenship
concepts will be explored.  Students will continue to enhance keyboarding skills.

Middle School PE 1 semester
The students will be introduced to a variety of sports and activities to enhance skills and build
physical fitness. The sports and activities consist of volleyball, basketball, soccer, and much
more.

Middle School Choir 2 semesters
This course is designed to provide each student with the fundamental skills that are needed to
be an effective chorus member and musician. Students will learn about aspects such as Theory,
Expression, Creation, and Aesthetic Valuation of music. Students enrolled in this course will also
learn about healthy vocal technique, performance/audience etiquette, music history and the
importance of music and performance.

Theater 1 semester
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This course is designed to serve young artists as they take their first steps towards
understanding “the basics” of theatre. By understanding the inner working of these concepts
and practices, we will also expand our knowledge of theatre history. This course will provide the
strong foundation to continue a pursuit of the arts, while enhancing other non-arts skills such as
public speaking, the ability to collaborate with others, and working with criticism.

Middle School Beginning Band 2 semesters

The beginning band program provides students who have never played an instrument before to
learn and perform on a member of the woodwind, brass, or percussion family of instruments.
This class is available for students entering grades 6-8 and is designed to teach students the
basics of performing and musicianship.  This course is intended for students who have never
played an instrument from one of the previously listed categories, or those who have played, but
have not learned to read notation.  This class participates in two required concerts per year.

Middle School Intermediate Band 2 semesters

The intermediate band program provides students with 1-3 years playing experience an
opportunity to perform in a traditional concert band setting. This class is open to students
grades 6-8 who have previous band experience and will provide opportunities for students to
challenge themselves and become better musicians through rehearsal and performance.  Music
will vary depending on the ability of the class, but will be targeted to be challenging for the
students.  This class participates in two concerts, a large group festival, and several school
events throughout the year.

Music Appreciation 1 semester
The Core Knowledge Music course is designed to provide a rigorous, well-rounded music
education at the middle school level. At the completion of this class, the students will have a
thorough overview of music theory, music history, aural skills (ear training), sight-singing, and
basic composition.

Introductory Orchestra 2 semesters
The Introductory Orchestra course is designed to provide students the opportunity to play a
variety of music on stringed instruments. Students enrolled in this class generally have 0-1
years of experience with their instrument. At the completion of this class, the students will have
learned music theory and history to inform and advance their performance. The students will
have also learned the technical and musical fundamentals of their instrument.

Middle School Intermediate Orchestra 2 semesters
The Intermediate Orchestra course is designed to provide students the opportunity to play a
variety of music on stringed instruments. Students enrolled in this class generally have 1 year of
orchestra experience. At the completion of this class, the students will have learned music
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theory and history to inform and advance their performance. The students will have also learned
the technical and musical fundamentals of their instrument.

Middle School Advanced Orchestra 2 semesters
The Advanced Orchestra course is designed to provide students the opportunity to play a
variety of music on stringed instruments. Students enrolled in this class generally have 2 years
of orchestra experience. This course includes instruction on technical and musical
fundamentals. We will also discuss music theory and history to inform and advance their
performance.
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High School Literature

Grade Required Alternates

9 Honors Classical
Literature

10 Honors European
Literature

11
US Literature

Rhetoric*

AP Language &
Composition

Rhetoric*

12 20th Century
Literature

AP Literature &
Composition

*Indicates a required elective.

Classical Literature Honors: 1 credit. LA150
Prerequisites: None.
This course introduces students to how a story carries an enduring question. Hebrew,
Babolonyan, and Greek ancient cultures were haunted by the questions surrounding
wisdom: what it is, whether it can be taught, and the terrifying prospect of a society's
lack of it. Not only does the course explore Plato’s Meno, Homer’s epics, Sappho’s
poetry, Sophocles’s plays, and the 4,000 year old Epic of Gilgamesh, the course ends
by revisiting these stories through the framework of Aristotle’s Poetics. Through essays,
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speeches, and dialogue, the aim is for students to learn to read as a human who
grapples with humane questions.

European Literature Honors: 1 credit. LA250
Prerequisites: Honors Classical Literature. A survey of canonical English Literature.
Representative authors would include Shakespeare, Dickens, Shelley, Orwell, Milton,
and various poets. Throughout the course, students study the authors, texts, and their
place in British history. Students engage the authors and each other over key issues
such as identity, free will, sacrifice and honor. This course will require two research
papers and several shorter works of analysis.

US Literature: 1 credit. LA300
Prerequisites: Honors British Literature.
This course explores how stories carry enduring questions specifically in the context of
a search for American identity. As a citizen, what is our duty, if any, to a human code?
What does it mean to be “American” or to write an “American novel?” How should we
order our lives as individuals and as a society? Representative works may include
Moby-Dick, Huck Finn, Their Eyes Were Watching God, The Crucible, Grapes of Wrath,
and poems by Dickinson and Whitman.

Rhetoric: .5 credit. LA360
Prerequisites: None.
Students read and analyze historical speeches and the works of several rhetorical
theorists in order to understand the many elements of persuasion. Readings may
include Plato, Aristotle, Pericles, Gorgias, Martin Luther King Jr., and others. Students
study, write and deliver each of three types of speech as put forth by Aristotle. Other
classroom topics include arrangement, delivery, logic, style and the three types of
appeal.

Modern Literature: 1 credit. LA400
Prerequisites: US Literature, AP Language & Composition, or AP Literature &
Composition.
The word modern suggests literature during or after the Enlightenment and therefore is
broad and expansive. The literature chosen coincides with readings from our Modern
History course that explores questions concerning scientific, philosophical, and
economic change; social/political revolutions; global conflicts/solutions; & existentialism.
Representative works include Frankenstein, Metamorphosis, Rosencrantz and
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Guildenstern are Dead, Things Fall Apart, Crime and Punishment. As a Senior level
course, student speeches, essays, and discussions aim to deepen, even further, the
exploration of many of the enduring questions explored throughout their time at TPCA.

AP Language and Composition: 1 credit. LA425
Prerequisites: Honors British Literature and teacher recommendation.
The AP Language and Composition course is a college-level class that emphasizes the
study and practice of rhetorical strategies and argumentation. Not only will students
read a wide range of genres with specific rhetorical situations, they will also expand
their own writing skills through understanding, experiencing, and applying rhetorical
theory to the decisions they make as writers.

AP Literature and Composition: 1 credit. LA450
Prerequisites: US Literature or AP Language and Composition and teacher
recommendation.
The AP Literature and Composition deepens a student’s understanding of Modern
Literature. Students will continue to do close-reading and analysis grounded in
observations concerning Theme, Setting, Characterization, Figurative Language, and
Point of View. Not only will students learn the skills to excel in timed-writing responses,
they also continue exploring enduring questions through dialogue, speeches, and
essays. Along with the course’s readings, students will be encouraged to read several
more works, on their own, in preparation for the exam.
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High School History

Grade Required Alternates Electives

9

Honors Western
Civilizations 1

Personal Finance

-AP Human Geo.
-AP Psychology

10 Honors Western
Civilizations 2

-AP Human Geo.
-AP Psychology

11 US History
Government

AP US
History

-AP Human Geo.
-AP Psychology

-Business Economics

12 Modern World
History

AP
European
History

-AP Human Geo.
-AP Psychology

-Business Economics

Western Civilizations: 1 Honors: 1 credit. SS120
Prerequisites: None.
Ancient Greece and Rome are the cornerstones of Western civilization and this course
begins the formal conversation of what led to the American experiment. This course will
require students to go deeper in depth on their knowledge and understanding of
concepts to produce detailed writing pieces, as well as independent study units.
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Personal Financial Literacy: 0.5 credit. SS140
Personal Financial Literacy focuses on four critical areas: (1) designing and analyzing
financial plans for short and long-term goals; (2) analyzing spending, saving, and
investment options; (3) analyzing the components of credit and debt; and (4) identifying,
developing, and evaluating risk-management strategies. The course emphasizes the
analytical and evaluation skills to become “fiscally fit.” These concepts and associated
skills are aligned with the Colorado Academic Standards for Social Studies,
incorporating 21st century skills and postsecondary and workforce readiness
competencies.

Western Civilizations 2 Honors: 1 credit. SS220
Prerequisites: Western Civilizations 1 Honors.
Students will examine the development of Western culture starting in the late Roman
Empire, beginning with the rise and eventual triumph of Christianity in the fourth century.
After dealing with the fall of the Roman Empire, students will explore the period known
as the Middle Ages followed by the Renaissance. Students will briefly focus on the
political and philosophical developments of the seventeenth century that will give rise to
the Enlightenment. This course will require students to go deeper in depth on their
knowledge and understanding of concepts to produce detailed writing pieces, as well as
independent study units.

U.S. History: 1 credit. SS300
Prerequisites: Western Civilizations Honors 2.
This course emphasizes historically significant events from before 1492 to the present,
focusing on the people who shaped our nation.  Through the analysis of primary
sources students explore how policies were determined, how conflicts were managed
and how gender, race and cultural issues have impacted society.

AP Human Geography: 1 credit. SS325
Prerequisites: None.
This Advanced Placement Human Geography course will introduce students to the
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use and
alteration of Earth's surface. In-depth concepts to be covered include population,
political organization, agriculture and rural land use, industrialization and economic
development, and cities and urban land use. Students in this course should expect to
complete a rigorous mix of readings, reflections and exams.



18

AP U.S. History: 1 credit. SS350.1
Prerequisites: Western Civilizations 2 and instructor recommendation.
The course emphasizes historically significant events in American History from before
1492 to the present.  Students develop and use the same skills and methods employed
by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical
arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing reasoning about comparison,
causation, and continuity and change.  The program prepares students for intermediate
and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those
made by full-year introductory college courses.

Modern World History: 1 credit. SS400
Prerequisites: US History or AP US History.
This course examines the major turning points of the modern world from approximately
1700 to the present. Through the analysis of primary sources students will explore the
following themes in order to make connections among historical developments in
different times and places: economic and commercial development, cultural and
intellectual development, states and other institutions of power, social organization and
development.

American Government: .5 credit. SS410
Prerequisites: None.
This course is a critical study of the essential documents of governance and the
thoughts of the founding fathers. Students will study U.S. foundational documents, the
Federalist and Anti-Federalist Papers, and Supreme Court cases.

AP United States Government and Politics: .5 credit.
This course provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to key political concepts,
ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize the
constitutional system and political culture of the United States. Students will study U.S.
foundational documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain
an understanding of the relationships and interactions among political institutions,
processes, and behavior. They will also engage in disciplinary practices that require
them to read and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop
evidence-based arguments.

AP European History: 1 credit. SS520
Prerequisites: US History or AP US History and teacher recommendation.
In this course, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and
processes from approximately 1450 to the present. Students develop and use the same
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skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary
sources; developing historical arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing
reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and change over time. The
program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making
demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.

AP Psychology: 1 credit. SS525
Prerequisites: None.
AP Psychology is a challenging course that is equivalent to a college course and can
possibly earn students a college credit by scoring well on the AP Exam in May. It is a
course designed “to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior
and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the
psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the major
subfields within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods
psychologists use in their science and practice” (Advanced Placement Course
Description in Psychology). Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to
devote considerable time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed. To this
end, students are expected to take the AP Psychology Exam in May.

Business Economics: .5 credits. SS175
Prerequisites: None.
This 1 semester course will focus on providing students with a fundamental
understanding of economic principles, systems, and context. This understanding will
lead students to be able to connect the relationships of economics to consumers,
businesses, and larger economies. Through this understanding, the students will be
more literate about the economy driven world in which they live. The main topics
covered in this course include fundamental economic concepts, microeconomics, and
macroeconomics. Students will also focus on critical thinking skills in the context of
businesses and larger economies. Furthermore, they will use and apply tools (graphs
and statistics) to the topics covered in this course. Students will leave this course with a
basic literacy of consumer and business economics.
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High School Mathematics

Middle School and High School Mathematics Flow Chart

Algebra 1 Honors: 1 credit. MA150
Prerequisite: None.
This full-year course is the foundation for high school mathematics.  Students will work
with integers, expressions, order of operations, laws of exponents, and the properties
and axioms of algebra.  Students will work extensively solving linear equations,
inequalities, and systems of equations, absolute value equations and inequalities,
quadratic equations with real solutions, and radical equations.  Students will graph the
following function types:  absolute value, linear, and quadratic. Additional topics may
include exponential functions and equations.
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Geometry Honors: 1 credit. MA250
Prerequisite: Algebra 1 Honors.
This full-year course provides a solid introduction to reasoning and proof. Students
study Euclid’s Elements and Larson’s Geometry, completing constructions, proving
properties of lines, circles, triangles, and other polygons, and using geometrical
concepts to solve algebraic problems. Further topics include parallel and perpendicular
lines, triangle congruence and similarity, trigonometry, area and perimeter, and volume
and surface area. Previously learned algebraic skills, including systems of equations
and quadratics, are also reviewed.

Algebra 2: 1 credit. MA 300
Prerequisite: Algebra 1.
This full year course continues from topics covered in Algebra 1.The course includes
the following:  extensive development of factoring techniques, elements of linear
algebra, complex numbers, function families and operations, domain, range, as well as
the graphing and solving of quadratic, polynomial, radical, simple rational, exponential,
and logarithmic equations.  Additional topics include sequences and series.

Pre-Calculus: .5 credits. MA400
Prerequisite: Algebra 2.
This 1 semester course helps prepare students for Calculus AB.  Students will work
extensively with function composition and inverses, graphical and algebraic analysis of
maxima, minima, bounds, zeros, intercepts, asymptotes, boundary behavior,
transformations, and applications of all topics. Additional topics include conic sections
and matrix algebra.

Trigonometry: .5 credits. MA410
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2.
This 1 semester course helps prepare students for Calculus AB.  The student will learn
right triangle trigonometry, unit circle trigonometry, graphing functions and their
transformations, verifying identities, solving equations, the law of sines and law of
cosines, and polar graphing.  Application is heavily emphasized.
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Introduction to Probability and Set Theory: .5 Credits. MA370
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2.
This 1 semester course focuses on topics from set theory, such as union, intersection,
complement and DeMorgan's Laws, as well as topics from probability, such as
independent and dependent events, conditional probability, addition and multiplication
rules, various probability distributions, and Bayes' Theorem.  A heavy emphasis is
placed on problem solving.

Advanced Math Topics: .5 Credits. MA325
Prerequisite:  Algebra 2.
In Advanced Math Topics, students will be challenged to engage in various aspects of
Mathematical development.  They will persevere through close reading, and
demonstration of the Great Mathematical Works.  In this 1 semester course, works and
Mathematicians may include:
The Elements by Euclid,
On the Sphere and the Cylinder I &II by Archimedes,
The Conics by Apollonius,
Treatise on the Arithmetical Triangle by Pascal,
The Geometry by Descartes,
Principia Mathematica by Isaac Newton

AP Calculus (AB): 1 credit. MA500
Prerequisites: Completion of  both Pre-Calculus and Trigonometry and teacher
recommendation.
This full-year course prepares students to succeed on the AP Calculus AB exam. Topics
are found in college Calculus I, and include limits, continuity, the definition and
properties of derivatives, applications of differentiation, derivatives of composite,
implicit, and inverse functions, differential equations, the definition and properties of
integration, and applications of integration. Coverage of these topics will include both
abstract and applied components. Students will also learn test-taking techniques for the
AP exam.

AP Calculus (BC): 1 credit. MA505
Prerequisite: AP Calculus (AB) and teacher recommendation
This full-year course prepares students to succeed on the AP Calculus BC exam. Topics
include limits, continuity, the definition and properties of derivatives, applications of
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differentiation, derivatives of composite, implicit, and inverse functions, differential
equations, the definition and properties of integration, parametric equations, polar
coordinates, infinite sequences and series, and applications of integration. Coverage of
these topics will include both abstract and applied components. Students will also learn
test-taking techniques for the AP exam.

AP Statistics: 1 credit. MA520.1
Prerequisites: Algebra 2 and teacher recommendation
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four
broad conceptual themes: Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from
patterns. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and conducting a study. Anticipating
Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability and simulation. Statistical
Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses. Students who
successfully complete the course and examination may receive credit and/or advanced
placement for a one-semester introductory college statistics course. A graphing
calculator is required. A TI 83 or TI 84 is highly recommended.



24

High School Science

Grade Required Alternates Electives

9 Honors
Biology

10 Honors
Chemistry Astronomy

11 Physics AP Physics 1
Astronomy
AP Biology*

AP Chemistry*

12

Astronomy,
Modern Physics

AP Biology*
AP Chemistry*
AP Physics C

* AP Chemistry and AP Biology are offered in alternating years.

Biology 1 Honors: 1 credit. SC150
Prerequisite: None.
Introduction to biology, topics include molecular and cellular structure and function. Cell
organization and processes (fermentation, respiration, photosynthesis), heredity and
evolution, genetics and evolution, phylogenetic classification of plants and animals,
reproduction, growth and development; environmental adaptation and specialization
(structural, physiological, behavioral); ecology, populations, communities, ecosystems.
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Laboratories will illustrate key biological concepts with a focus on safety and good lab
procedure, documentation and reporting.

Astronomy: 0.5 credit. SC170
Prerequisite: None.
A conceptual introduction to astronomy. Topics include: constellations and other
celestial objects visible with the unaided eye, use of telescopes, the history of western
astronomy to 1930, the Solar System, stars, galaxies, the universe, and cosmology.
Students will be encouraged to participate in actual telescope observing sessions. This
course may meet before, during, or after school.

Chemistry 1 Honors: 1 credit. SC250
Prerequisite: Biology Honors and Algebra 1.

This is a classical college preparatory chemistry course which includes rigorous
systematic mathematical problem solving, quantitative lab work, and the rhetoric of
stating a claim supported by evidence and reasoning in a guided inquiry laboratory
setting.  Students will learn to approach and solve chemical problems by asking
questions, applying rules, using scientific measurement, and developing models.  Topics
covered include matter and change, scientific measurement, dimensional analysis,
atomic structure, electrons in atoms, the periodic table, bonding (ionic, covalent, and
metallic), nomenclature, the mole concept, chemical reactions, stoichiometry, states of
matter, solutions and acids, bases, and salts. Serious students, who are diligent in their
coursework, will be prepared to take the AP Chemistry College Board course (offered
alternating years with AP Biology).

Physics 1: 1 credit. SC300
Prerequisite: Chemistry Honors and Geometry.
Physics is the study of matter, motion and energy. Topics will include Newtonian
mechanics, temperature, heat, thermodynamics and kinetics, electricity, magnetism,
waves, optics, atomic and nuclear physics. Additionally, the course will incorporate
discussion of physics principles at work in daily life: microwaves, radio, television,
airplanes; they all use physics! Laboratories will illustrate key physics concepts with a
focus on safety and good lab procedure, documentation and reporting.

AP Biology: 1 credit. SC410
Prerequisite: Chemistry Honors and instructor recommendation.
Equivalent to a two semester introductory college biology course. Topics include
organismal biology, organisms and populations, molecules, cells and biochemical
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pathways, heredity and evolution, major organizing schema of energy transference,
continuity, change and adaptation; relation of structure to function and systems
regulation will be discussed and reinforced. Laboratories will illustrate key biological
concepts with a focus on safety and good lab procedure, documentation and reporting.
Students are expected to complete the AP exam.

AP Chemistry 1-2: 1 credit. SC420
Prerequisites: Chemistry 1 Honors, Algebra 2, and instructor recommendation.

The AP Chemistry course is the equivalent of the general-chemistry course usually
taken during the first college year for science and engineering majors. It provides a
foundation to support future advanced college coursework in chemistry. Students
cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based investigations, as they
explore content such as: atomic structure and properties, molecular and ionic
compound structure and properties, intermolecular forces and properties, chemical
reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, equilibrium, acids and bases, and applications in
thermodynamics. Students will employ science practices focused on describing,
creating, analyzing, and interpreting models and representations of chemical
phenomena across multiple scales, determining scientific questions and methods,
solving problems using mathematical relationships, and developing an explanation or
scientific justification for claims based on laboratory evidence and data. This course is
double blocked so that it meets daily during semester 1, and on alternating days during
semester 2. Quantitative analysis, computer probe-ware, spreadsheets, and graphical
analysis tools are utilized during guided-inquiry laboratory investigations. Students
should expect to spend 4 to 5 hours per week working outside of class on practice
assignments, lab reporting, and studying. A qualifying score on the AP College Board
exam may result in up to 5 hours of college credit at many universities.

AP Physics 1: 1 credit. SC430.1
Prerequisites: Physics, Pre-calculus (concurrent), and instructor recommendation.
This is a one year course, and is the equivalent to a first-semester college course in
algebra-based physics. The course covers Newtonian mechanics (including rotational
dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; and simple harmonic
oscillators. This course is similar to Physics 1, but with greater emphasis on laboratory
investigations and mathematically rigorous problem solving. Laboratories will investigate
key physics concepts with a focus on safety and good lab procedure, documentation
and reporting. Students are expected to complete the AP exam.
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AP Physics C - Mechanics/Electricity and Magnetism: 1 credit. SC431
Prerequisites: Physics or AP Physics 1 and Calculus AB or concurrently enrolled with
Calculus BC
AP Physics C is a yearlong course consisting of a calculus based introduction to
Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism. It encompasses topics such as kinematics;
Newton's laws of motion; work, energy and power; systems of particles and linear
momentum; circular motion and rotation; oscillations; gravitation; electrostatics;
conductors, capacitors, and dielectrics; electric circuits; magnetic fields; and
electromagnetism. Students are expected to develop both qualitative conceptual
understanding as well as quantitative reasoning skills. Laboratory experience is woven
into every topic and comprises 25% of in class time.

Modern Physics: .5 Credits. SC315
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Physics 1 or AP Physics 1 and instructor
permission.
The Modern Physics course will be a 1 semester introduction of physics concepts
developed at the beginning of and during the 20th century. Topics include the wave and
particle theories of light, quantum mechanics, special and general relativity, and nuclear
physics. The course will focus on developing students' understanding through
discussion of conceptual questions, rigorous laboratory investigation, and mathematical
modeling.
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High School Foreign Languages

Students are required to complete three years of foreign language while in high
school or complete the AP-level class.

Spanish 1: 1 credit. WL100
Prerequisites: None.
An introductory course that covers the fundamental skills which will incorporate
grammatical structures and vocabulary through oral, listening, writing and reading
activities. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the
practices, products and perspectives of the cultures studied. Students will be able to
participate in basic conversations on a variety of familiar topics with an emphasis on
their daily life. Students will be expected to use the target language to the maximum
extent possible in order to communicate effectively using customary courtesies and
conventions.

Spanish 2: 1 credit. WL200
Prerequisites: Spanish 1 or placement exam.
A course that builds upon skills developed in Spanish 1. Students will focus primarily on
the past tense (imperfect and preterite) and more complex grammatical structures.
Students will develop a connection between the cultures studied and the Spanish
language, therefore increasing their ability to utilize the language for informative or
social purposes. Throughout the course, students will be expected to hold general
conversations, speak in a comprehensible fashion and understand what he/she hears.

Spanish 3: 1 credit. WL300
Prerequisites: Spanish 2 or placement exam.
A culminating course that utilizes the skills developed in Spanish 1 and 2, this course is
the third course needed to fulfill the TPCA foreign language graduation requirement. An
emphasis on oral communication in which students are expected to interact while
utilizing more in-depth vocabulary and complex concepts will occur throughout the year.
Composition work increases in frequency and length with a focus on grammatical
accuracy. Students will study and review present perfect, past perfect, preterit,
imperfect, future, conditional verb tenses of the indicative, and the present, present
perfect and imperfect tenses of the subjunctive.
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AP Spanish Language and Culture: 1 credit. WL450
Prerequisites: Spanish 3 or placement exam.
Advanced Placement Spanish is a rigorous course taught exclusively in Spanish that
requires students to improve language proficiency across the three modes of
communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational.  Classes will offer
speaking practice, require written work utilizing rich language in which the students
should be continually integrating idioms, and include newly acquired lexical items with
previously learned material.  Students will be required to produce presentations on
specific information about a country, and on a famous Spanish artist, musician, and/or
author representative of magical realism, present it, and analyze several of his/her
works. A thorough juxtaposition of cultural products, practices, and perspectives on a
plethora of Spanish speaking countries will be incorporated. Oral, written, and auditory
exercises and tests will be administered in Spanish. The amalgamation of this diverse
body of academic work will prepare students for success on the AP Spanish Language
and Culture exam.

French 1: 1 credit. WL110
Prerequisites: None.
An introductory course that covers the fundamental skills which will incorporate
grammatical structures and vocabulary through oral, listening, writing and reading
activities. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the
practices, products and perspectives of the cultures studied. Students will be able to
participate in basic conversations on a variety of familiar topics with an emphasis on
their daily life. Students will be expected to use the target language to the maximum
extent possible in order to communicate effectively using customary courtesies and
conventions.

French 2: 1 credit. WL210
Prerequisites: French 1 or placement exam.
A course that builds upon skills developed in French 1. Students will focus primarily on
the past tense (imperfect and preterite) and more complex grammatical structures.
Students will develop a connection between the cultures studied and the French
language, therefore increasing their ability to utilize the language for informative or
social purposes. Throughout the course, students will be expected to hold general
conversations, speak in a comprehensible fashion and understand what he/she hears.
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French 3: 1 credit. WL310
Prerequisites: French 2 or placement exam.
A culminating course that utilizes the skills developed in French 1 and 2. An emphasis
on oral communication in which students are expected to interact while utilizing more
in-depth vocabulary and complex concepts will occur throughout the year. Composition
work increases in frequency and length with a focus on grammatical accuracy. Present
perfect, preterite, imperfect, future and conditional verb tenses are reintroduced and
frequently reviewed.

AP French: 1 credit. WL460
Prerequisites: French 3 or placement exam.
Advanced Placement French is a rigorous course taught exclusively in French that
requires students to improve language proficiency across the three modes of
communication: Interpretive, Interpersonal, and Presentational.  Classes will offer
speaking practice and require translating written work utilizing rich language in which
the students should be continually integrating idioms and newly acquired lexical items
with previously learned material.  Students will be required to present every other week
on the role of a certain subject/theme in a Francophone country compared to their
community here. Students will use literary analysis interpretation for comparing novels
and other authentic works they will read. A thorough juxtaposition of cultural products,
practices, and perspectives on a plethora of French-speaking countries will be
incorporated. Oral, written, and auditory quizzes and tests will be administered in
French. The amalgamation of this diverse body of academic work will prepare students
for success on the AP exam.

Latin 1: 1 Credit. 120.1
Prerequisites: None
This course provides a rigorous introduction to Latin syntax and morphology as it covers the first
sixteen chapters of Wheelocks Latin (7th edition). A strong emphasis is placed on both the
study of Latin and English grammar while building a strong Latin vocabulary that demonstrates
the abundance of English derivatives. Fundamental grammatical concepts are taught,
developed, and assessed through translation and detailed analysis of Latin sentences--both
original and adapted--from the Roman canon. While also covering Roman culture, mythology,
and history, this course is designed to prepare students for their study in higher-level Latin
courses.
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Latin 2: 1 Credit. 121.1
Prerequisites: Latin 1 or placement exam
This course begins with an extensive review of Latin 1 and expands into further development of
the students’ skills with an emphasis on preparing the students with the knowledge necessary to
move on to Latin 3 and engage with primary Latin texts in later courses.  The course covers the
first thirty‐two chapters of Wheelock’s Latin (7th edition) along with material on Roman culture,
mythology, and history.

Latin 3: 1 Credit. 122.1
Prerequisites: Latin 2 or placement exam
This course begins with an extensive review of Latin 1 and 2 and expands into further
development of the students’ skills with an emphasis on preparing the students with the
knowledge necessary to move on to AP Latin. The course covers all forty chapters of
Wheelock’s Latin (7th edition) and then moves into un‐adapted readings from prose authors,
with an emphasis on historical works.

AP Latin: 1 Credit. 520.1
Prerequisites: Latin 3 and teacher recommendation or placement exam
This course will follow all guidelines for AP Latin in order to prepare students for the AP exam.
Students will read and translate Latin passages from Caesar and Vergil, in Latin and in English,
and discuss literary and grammatical features within the social, cultural, historical, and/or
political context of the period, in preparation for the College Board's AP Latin Exam. AP Latin
promotes reading Latin poetry and prose with historical and literary sensitivity.  Students are
encouraged to develop linguistic skills by engaging in multiple activities, including translating
poetry and prose from the required‐reading list, precisely and literally; reading passages of
poetry and prose with comprehension, and analyzing literary texts in clear,  coherent written
arguments, supported by textual examples. AP Latin is roughly equivalent to an
upper‐intermediate college or university course.
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High School Electives

Art P.E. Technology Music Theater

-Foundations
of Art
-Drawing
-Painting
-Ceramics
-Digital Art

-Physical
Education
-Strength &
Conditioning
-Health*

-Information
Technology
-Advanced IT
-Digital Art
-Publishing
-Programming 1
-Programming 2

-Advanced
Choir
-Symphonic
Band
-Jazz Band
-Music Theory

-Introduction
to Theater

*Indicates a required class for graduation.

Art

Foundations of Art: Drawing, Designing and Painting: 0.5 credit. A100
Prerequisite: None.
In this one semester class, students will be introduced to aesthetic theory through the study of
artworks created by the greatest artists throughout history. In this course we will explore
composition, pattern, emphasis, harmony, and more as students create artworks that will
deepen their understanding of the elements of art and principles of design. This is an
introductory class that is prerequisite to all other High School Art Classes

Drawing: 0.5 credit each. A150
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art.
Intro to Drawing is a one semester course that introduces students to classical and
contemporary drawing techniques with emphasis on direct observation with an aim towards
creating realistic representational drawings. Previous drawing experience is not a prerequisite
for this course. Students will stretch their imagination through exercises geared toward training
your brain to observe the world in greater and greater detail. This course will emphasize spatial
relationships, pictorial composition, shading techniques, tonal value, and visual perception as
students explore techniques using graphite, charcoal, and ink.

Painting: 0.5 credit each. A160
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art. Intro to Drawing.
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This one semester course will introduce students to the brilliance of color through the use of
paint. Previous painting experience is not required. Students will explore various painting
techniques and media with an eye toward harmonious color composition, all while gaining a
deeper understanding of color theory. Students will expand on the knowledge gained in Intro to
Drawing with careful observation of the world around them, but will also learn to mix precise
colors and explore the expressive qualities of paint.

Ceramics: 0.5 credit each. A200
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art
Intro to Ceramics is a one semester class that will focus on traditional clay building techniques
such as pinch pots, coil building, and slab work. Functional as well as sculptural applications will
be explored with an emphasis on functional ceramics. The class will examine traditional,
historical, and contemporary ceramic arts. Students will also be introduced to the craft of wheel
thrown pottery on a rotating basis. Finally, students will explore glaze techniques and decoration
for finishing ceramic work. Attention to detail is necessary.

3D Design: A210
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art

Digital Art: 0.5 credit. A220
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art.
Digital Art is a one semester class in which students will explore the powerful software tools
used to create digital art for print. Students will focus on learning how to use Adobe Photoshop
as well as receiving an introduction to the creative potential of this powerful tool. Students will
learn to edit and adjust photos, blend multiple images to create a seamless image, use the
principles of design to create simple posters, as well as how to manipulate text in an image.
This class will include the study of the elements of art, principles of design, typography,
composition, and color theory.

Theater

Introduction to Theater: 0.5 credit. TH100
Prerequisites: None.
This foundational class, designed for students with little or no theater experience,
promotes enjoyment and appreciation for all aspects of theater. We will focus on the
exploration of theater literature, performance, historical and cultural connections, and
technical requirements. Improvisation, creative dramatics, and beginning scene work
are used to introduce students to acting and character development. Incorporation of
other art forms in theater also helps students gain appreciation for other art forms, such
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as music, dance, and visual art. This course provides opportunities for students to
develop skills in critical listening and thinking, as well as stage presence, ensemble
work, and aesthetic awareness culminating in periodic classroom and/or public
performances.
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Music

Advanced Choir: 1 credit. MU200
Prerequisites: None.
This course is designed to provide each student with the fundamental skills that are
needed to be an effective chorus member and musician. Students will learn about
aspects such as Theory, Expression, Creation, and Aesthetic Valuation of music.
Students enrolled in this course will also learn about healthy vocal technique,
performance/audience etiquette, music history and the importance of music and
performance. This ensemble will perform in concerts, festivals, competitions, and other
special events throughout the school year.

Symphonic Band: 1 credit. MU161
Prerequisites: 3 years of band classes or instructor recommendation.
Symphonic Band will study and perform a variety of instrumental pieces from various
periods and styles. Primary goals are the development of music reading,proper
technique, and high level musicianship. Symphonic Band may combine with the
intermediate band to perform at Pep rallies and other school related events in addition
to their four concerts per year.

Jazz Band: 1 credit. MU180
Prerequisites: Instructor recommendation
Jazz Band is an extension of the larger ensemble experience, and thus enrollment in a
primary music class is preferred (i.e. Symphonic Band, Intermediate Band, etc). This
class includes an after school rehearsal once per week for students who are unable to
fit both symphonic and jazz in their schedule, but would still like to participate.
Interested students will need to play a short audition to be considered for this group.

Chamber Orchestra: 1 credit.
Prerequisites: None.
This class is designed to help high school students progress in their string performance,
both technically and musically. It is highly recommended that students entering this
class have completed the Beginning and/or Concert Orchestra course/s prior to entering
this one, or have been in another orchestra, or have taken private stringed instrument
lessons. If, however, a high school student would like to be in orchestra but has not
completed any of the above, he/she is welcome to join the class; but he/she will be
required to attend office hours to catch up with the rest of the class, as well as possibly
more outside-of-school practice time than the rest of the class.



36

Advanced Music Theory: .5 Credits.
Prerequisites: None.
This 1 semester music theory course is designed to provide a rigorous, well-rounded
music education at the high school level.  At the completion of the class, the students
will have an in-depth knowledge of music theory and aural skills (ear training), and will
apply these skills in their own compositions.  Students will also have a thorough
overview of composers and their unique compositional styles to help inform and inspire
their compositions.

Physical Education

Physical Education: 0.5 credit. PE100
Prerequisites: None.
This course is designed to provide students with the tools and education needed to become
competent and confident physically active individuals for a lifetime. The students are introduced
to a variety of sports and activities, where they learn not only physical skills but also life skills.
These sports and activities consist of volleyball, basketball, fitness, and much more.

Strength and Conditioning: 0.5 credit. PE110
Prerequisites: None.
Strength and Conditioning will focus on the development of each student’s physical fitness,
strength, and flexibility. The students will also gain a cognitive understanding of athletic and
movement-based activities, nutritional health, and exercise physiology and anatomy. Activities
will be tailored for all ability levels.

Health

Health and Wellness: 0.5 credit. H100
Prerequisites: None.
The health and wellness course is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to
make healthy choices. At the completion of this class, the students will have a thorough
overview of topics such as nutrition, mental health and stress management, human anatomy, drug
and alcohol abuse, first aid and safety, healthy relationships, and human sexuality.
*THIS IS A REQUIRED CLASS FOR GRADUATION
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Technology

Information Technologies: 0.5 credit. TE100
Prerequisites: None.
This course offers an introduction to computer science. Students will learn the basics of
computer programming and computer science. Students will develop a general knowledge of 3D
design and filament printing.

TE120: Programming 1: 0.5 credit.
Prerequisites: None
This course is designed to offer an introduction to computer programming in Python. The
material emphasizes computational thinking and helps develop the ability to solve complex
problems using the Python language. During the course, students will also develop 3D design
and filament printing skills.

TE121: Programming 2: 0.5 credit.
Prerequisites: Programming 1 or Instructor approval.
This course is a continuation of Programming 1 delving into 2 and 3 dimensional arrays.
Students will further develop 3D design skills and delve into resin printing.

MS200: Publishing: 0.5 credit.
Prerequisites: Instructor recommendation.
Students who have visual and verbal creativity, sound writing skills, and a desire to
serve on the yearbook staff are encouraged to apply. All staff members must have a
verifiable history of being responsible, organized, and able to solve problems creatively.
The class is designed for independent, self-motivated students who are organized and
able to complete assignments by specific deadlines. Students in this course work
cooperatively to produce a yearbook that meets high standards. Students are assigned
a section of the yearbook and are also involved in design, production, funding, and
distribution. Students are expected to work in a manner that contributes to the
completion of the group’s assigned tasks according to deadlines and standards of
excellence.

Digital Art: 0.5 credit. A220
Prerequisite: Foundations of Art.
Digital Art is a one semester class in which students will explore the powerful software tools
used to create digital art for print. Students will focus on learning how to use Adobe Photoshop
as well as receiving an introduction to the creative potential of this powerful tool. Students will
learn to edit and adjust photos, blend multiple images to create a seamless image, use the
principles of design to create simple posters, as well as how to manipulate text in an image.
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This class will include the study of the elements of art, principles of design, typography,
composition, and color theory.

General Electives

Student Aide 0.5 credit or 50 volunteer hours MS100
Prerequisites:
This program is designed for students who wish to gain experience in assisting in the
main office or for specific instructors with clerical tasks, tutorial tasks, and other tasks as
needed. By joining students utilize organizational skills and management skills.
Students may also need to partake in aiding in an active learning environment (i.e.
interacting with younger students), or participate in technical duties.

MS150: Study Hall: This class does not receive credit.
Study Halls are supervised, quiet study. Study Hall students are expected to use this
time productively to study and complete homework. It is intended to meet the needs of
students who seek a quiet environment in which to complete assignments. Students are
expected to arrive in class with work to complete or an appropriate book to read.
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Graduation Requirements

Graduation Requirements

Subject Credits

Literature 4.5

History 4.5

Mathematics 4

Science 3

Fine Arts 2

Practical Arts (Computers) 0.5

Physical Education 1

World Language 3

Personal Finance 0.5

Health 0.5

General Electives 3

Total 26.5
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College Planning
Twin Peaks strives to support our students in their future goals, including college
planning. Students meet with an academic advisor at least once a semester to
discuss their goals and how they can work towards their goal in the present.

Students also have the opportunity to attend visits from college representatives
throughout the school year.

Individual Career and Academic Plan (ICAP)

Naviance
Naviance is a web program that provides extensive college and career sources for every TPCA
high school student.  Naviance is the main record keeping tool for college planning, applications
and ultimately enrollment.
RESUME Building a resume

Seminar
Seminar takes place during the secondary lunch rotation.  The High School Seminar consists of
time for silent sustained reading, study hall, and college planning.  Below is TPCA’s calendar of
tasks to prepare our students to matriculate into a 4-year university.

https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/icap
https://www.naviance.com/
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Freshmen Year

School Responsibility Student Responsibility Family Responsibility

Fall Explain credits, GPA, their high
school transcript and its
importance to colleges

Introduce students to Naviance
and provide ICAP related
activities

Communicate opportunities to
visit with college reps and
attend college visits

Provide info on different
volunteer opportunities that
come up (yearlong)

Check ins with advisory
teacher and receiving missing
assignment sheets and doing
grade checks (year long)

Develop a organizational
system that works for you
as well as good study
habits

Stay on top of multi-year
plan. Understanding and
meeting the graduation
requirements

Think about ways to make
the most of your HS
experience and act on it:
extracurriculars, sports,
volunteer opportunities

Attend school and respect
the expectations of the
school and staff

Develop solid study habits
and strive for excellent
academics

Utilize Naviance as a way
to learn more about
yourself, your passions,
and potential
college/career interests

Provide a quiet place for your
students to get work done at
home (yearlong)

Check in on student progress in
courses through conversations
with students, teachers, and IC

Support and ensure that
students are punctual and
maintain adequate attendance

Help encourage students to be
active within or outside the
school: extracurriculars, sports,
or volunteer opportunities

Establish and maintain good
communication with teachers
and staff. Please solicit help or
resources from staff if needed

Winter Provide information on the
PSAT 9 that students take in
April

Hold 1 or 2 freshmen meetings
with counselor

Introduce students to study
programs like Khan Academy

Teachers communicate with
parents of at-risk students
failing their courses

Continue building on all
the responsibilities listed
for the fall. Communicate
with parents and staff if
you are struggling in any
way and need extra
support

Use resources like Khan
Academy to improve in
certain subjects as well as
prepare for spring testing

Look back on your first
semester and come up
with a list of goals and

Continue active check ins and
conversations with teachers
and your students. Look out for
any information related to credit
recovery if your students are at
risk of failing courses.
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ways to improve 2nd
semester

Spring Provide info to parents
regarding district e-credit
recovery and summer school

Provide details for PSAT 9 in
the spring

Hold 2nd of 2 meetings with
counselor

Teachers communicate with
parents of at-risk students
failing their courses

Discuss the option of
credit recover with your
parents if there are
courses you failed 1st
semester

Continue through the rest
of 9th grade with good
attendance, good grades,
and make the most of this
year. Participate in spring
spots, activities, or
volunteer opportunities

Continue supporting your
students and collaborating with
staff to make sure your students
have all the tools necessary to
finish the year strong

Summer Take summer school if
there is credit you need to
recover from 1st or 2nd
semester

Please sign your students up
for summer school if credit
needs to be recovered from 1st
or 2nd semester!

Sophomore Year

School Responsibility Student Responsibility Family Responsibility

Fall Hold 1 of 3 individual meetings
with counselor to discuss
Naviance, credits, college and
career planning

Notify parents about e-credit
recovery opportunities in the fall
Provide college fair/rep.
opportunities

Provide intentional activities
and lessons during advisory to
initiate academic, college and
career planning

Get good grades and
maintain solid attendance!

Discuss credit recovery (with
parents and counselor)  for
the fall if needed

Stay on top of multi-year
plan. Finalize credit from 9th
grade and make sure you
are still on track with grad
requirements

Start thinking more seriously
about the careers and
potential colleges you want
to learn more about (Utilize
the time during advisory)

Attend college rep visits and

Talk with your student about
their counselor meeting(s)
and see how you can support
them

Help your student stay
organized with maintaining
grades

Look into e-credit recovery
options if needed

Continue supporting your
students as they explore their
passions and post-secondary
options
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fairs the school puts on

Winter Hold 2nd of 3 meetings with
counselor

Notify parents about e-credit
recovery opportunities in the
winter/spring

Provide students with resources
and opportunities to prepare for
the PSAT 10  in the spring

Go to sites like Khan
Academy to start prepping
for the PSAT 10 in the
spring as well as getting
extra support in classes

Look for other college fair
opportunities in the district
as well as attend any rep or
college visits between the
winter and springtime.

Look into e-credit for the
winter/spring if needed!

Help your student prepare for
the PSAT in the spring.
Encourage your student to
take practice tests and study
materials from Khan Academy

Look into e-credit for the
winter/spring if needed!

Spring Hold 3rd of 3 meetings with
counselor. Start thinking of
senior year

Check on credits and grades
and notify parents of at-risk
students and appropriate next
steps

Provide info on summer credit
recovery

Take the PSAT 10 in the
Spring

End the year strong
academically!

Think more about your
passions and interest and
find some way to get more
experience over the summer

Attend college fairs through
the area. There are big fairs
offered in the district that are
open to you and your student

Attend college visits together

Start looking into summer
school options if you student
needs to recover credit

Pay attention to your students
credits and grades. Work with
the counselor and teachers if
your student is falling into
at-risk territory

Summer Look into summer school if
needed

Look for a job or volunteer
opportunity that fits your
interests!

Sign up for summer school if
needed

Help your student make
meaningful summer plans

Junior Year

School Responsibility Student Responsibility Family Responsibility

Fall Hold 1 of 3 individual meetings
with counselor to discuss
Naviance, credits, college and

Keep grades up! Colleges
look closely at junior grades

Talk with your student about
their counselor meeting(s) and
see how you can support them
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career planning

Notify parents about e-credit
recovery opportunities in the
fall

Give notice and details on
PSAT/NMSQT which takes
place October 10th. Provide
student guides

Provide college fair/rep.
opportunities

Provide intentional activities
and lessons during advisory to
initiate academic, college and
career planning

Be involved in activities and
sports. Take on more
leadership opportunities

Do more in depth research
on what you are looking for
in a college and/or career
path.

Prep for the PSAT/NMSQT
(if taking it). Understand
what score you need to
qualify for this scholarship.

Prep for the SAT in the
spring. You will have the
opportunity to send these
scores to 4 colleges for free.

Start thinking about
teachers, coaches, and
other individuals you’d like
to ask for letters of
recommendation for college
applications

Have an idea of academic,
college, and career goals
and bring them to your
meetings with your
counselor

Help your student stay
organized with maintaining
grades as well as preparing for
college applications/deadlines

Look into e-credit recovery
options if needed

Help your student prepare of
the PSAT/NMSQT in the fall.
Certain scores open them up
to scholarship opportunities

Encourage your student to set
realistic goals for their junior
year.

Winter Hold 2nd of 3 meetings with
counselor

Notify parents about e-credit
recovery opportunities in the
winter

Provide students with
resources and opportunities to
prepare for the SAT in the
spring

Plan a college field trip
between winter and spring

Notify parents and student of
AP exam costs and deadlines

Add schools you are
interested in applying to
through Naviance. Take a
look at this year’s deadlines
to get a feel for what the
deadlines might look like
your senior year

Continue prepping for the
SAT

Look for other college fair
opportunities in the district
as well as attend any rep or
college visits between the
winter and springtime.

Make sure you are staying
on top of AP exam
deadlines. Make sure you
pay for the exams you wish

Review the PSAT/NMSQT
results with your student
through their student portal in
college board

Help your student prepare for
the SAT in the spring.
Encourage your student to
take SAT practice tests and
study materials from Khan
Academy

Discuss academics and credits
with your student. Start
thinking about the type of
courses that would be
beneficial for your student to
take senior year.

Encourage your students to
prepare for AP exams if they
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to take in May are wishing to take them and
receive college credit.

Look into e-credit options in
the winter

Spring Hold 3rd of 3 meetings with
counselor. Start thinking of
senior year

Check on credits and grades
and notify parents of at-risk
students and appropriate next
steps

Continue providing scholarship
opportunities via email or the
Howl

Provide info on summer school
options

Narrow down the factors
you are looking for in a
college (size, location,
major) and listing the
colleges you will definitely
be applying to.

Take the SAT!

Take the opportunity to
attend the junior college
field trip. Also visit colleges
on your own when able to.

Use spring break as an
opportunity to visit these
colleges

Start looking at potential
scholarship opportunities

Make sure you stay on top
of your academics and are
on track to graduate the
following year. End junior
year strong!

Talk to a few teachers now
about writing letters of
recommendation for you in
the fall

Search together the type of
colleges that best fit your
student’s needs

Help your student research
scholarships. Many
scholarship applications open
over the summer

Attend college fairs and
financial aid nights. There are
big fairs and financial aid
nights offered in the district that
are open to you and your
student

Attend college visits together

Start looking into summer
school options if you student
needs to recover credit

Pay attention to your students
credits and grades. Work with
the counselor and teachers if
your student is at-risk of not
graduating on time

Summer Sign up for summer school if
you need to recover credit

Be active; get a job or
internship. Partake in
activities that can enhance
your college and scholarship
applications

Prepare your activities list
for college applications.

Get more info on college
applications and work on
admission essays.

Sign up for summer school if
needed

Help your student make
meaningful summer plans that
can positively impact their
senior year

Look together at the college
materials your student have
received. Support however you
can as they start the college
and scholarship application
process
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Narrow down your college
list.

Senior Year

School Responsibility Student Responsibility Family Responsibility

Fall Individual meetings in Sept.
to discuss Naviance and plan
after high school
Provide college fair/rep.
Opportunities

Send notice of cap and gown
orders with deadlines

Send student transcripts and
documents per student
requests

Send info of scholarships VIA
email or Howl

Provide letters of
recommendation. Need
plenty of time before the
deadline.

Have a strong senior year!
Good grades, volunteer, join
activities and sports
Search and document the
deadlines for college
applications. Also search for
any and all scholarship
opportunities

Create a common app
account and match it with
your Naviance account

Send transcript requests to
counselor via email or written
request

Request letters of
recommendation from
teachers with plenty of notice
and time to complete.
Request through Naviance as
well as in person

Retake the SAT and send
scores to the college you are
applying to. If you are not
retaking SAT you still need to
log in to your account and
send your officials scores to
colleges.

Attend college rep visits and
fairs at school. Also set up
shadow days and tour the
colleges you are interested
in. Get a feel for the
difference campuses

Be aware of your student’s
college application deadlines

Sit down with your student
complete FAFSA. FAFSA
requires tax information from
your student (if they worked)
as well as yourself

If possible be available to
attend college visits with your
students. Also attend your
students individual senior
meeting with the counselor.
Invitations will be sent via
email.

Provide support and
guidance to your student
through their academics and
college planning.. This is a
major transition year for
them.

Look for email/howl
communications detailing cap
and gown order instructions.
After a certain date the price
doubles.
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Fill out FAFSA (Opens Oct.
1st)

Be wary of fall deadlines

Pay attention to email
communications from
counselor. Emails may
contain info on scholarships
and cap and gown order
instructions and deadlines

Winter Continue to provide guidance
in academics, credits, and
college planning

Be mindful of early Winter
Deadlines. Can come as
early at January 1st.

Finish up all applications and
send them in.

Continue staying on top of
academics!

Make sure FAFSA is
completed

Continue support and ensure
your students are staying on
top of their grades and
credits as well as college
deadlines.

Spring Give notice to families of
those students not on track to
graduate

Send last minute documents
to requested colleges

Finish senior year strong.

Tie up any loose ends of the
college application process if
you have not already

Notify counselor of final
college decision.

Make sure you have all
materials needed for
graduation.

Be available for a meeting if
your student is at risk of not
graduating on time.

Make sure your student is
has completed their
applications and has
narrowed their decisions on
where they plan to attend.

Summer Send final transcripts to the
college the student has
selected

Provide counselor with
instructions  on the  best way
to send final transcript to your
selected college

Enjoy the time with your
students and make sure they
email the counselor with
instructions for sending final
transcript
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Miscellaneous
Concurrent Enrollment

·AP Classes
Twin Peaks Charter Academy offers 16 AP Courses – Open to all high school students

to experience college level classes in high school. Workload is higher with an
expectation of one hour of homework per evening. Students are expected to take the
AP exam at the end of the course. The course is weighted at a 5.0 scale

AP Calculus AB AP Calculus BC AP Statistics

AP French AP Spanish AP Latin

AP US History AP European History AP Human Geography

AP Language and
Composition

AP Literature and
Composition

AP Chemistry

AP Biology AP Physics 1 AP Physics C

AP Psychology

· Concurrent Enrollment
Open to Juniors and Seniors to receive credit in high school and college.

Students are required to pay for tuition, books, and fees unless the class is not offered
at Twin Peaks AND the student has exhausted all courses in a core subject area of
math, English, science, or history, Twin Peaks will pay tuition if the student passes the
class with a grade of “C” or higher. All classes will be considered elective credits and be
weighted at a 5.0 scale. Twin Peaks will NOT pay for tuition for any other course.
Students must also be on a reasonable path for graduation.

· Dual Enrollment
Due to conflicting calendars between Twin Peaks and SVVSD, classes outside

Twin Peaks are only available to Juniors and Seniors. (Part-time students are able to
take any class on their own time. However, part-time students do not receive a Twin
Peaks degree.) Students are able to take classes outside Twin Peaks for elective
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credits only. Students must have a reasonable path for graduation AND maintain a GPA
of 3.0 or higher.

Credit Recovery

(Note: Students and families are required to pay the fees for all credit recovery
options).

There is a credit recovery program provided through the district. E-credit recovery
programs exist in both the fall, spring, and summer time. The district only focuses on the
four core subjects: math, science, language arts, and history. http://elearning.svvsd.org/

We also provide another online option through Brigham Young University Independent
Study (BYU). Students are able to transfer up to two credits from BYU. Brigham Young
University can also be utilized for students who wish to earn credit for courses that we
do not offer or if they wish to accomplish credit more quickly than in a standard class.
(This option may not be used to as a replacement for required Literature or History
classes.) https://is.byu.edu/

Lettering

Academic

Performing Arts

Athletic

http://elearning.svvsd.org/
https://is.byu.edu/
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Valedictorian and Salutatorian

Valedictorian/Salutatorian selection is based on academic achievements. Specifically,
looking at cumulative GPA through all high school years. The cumulative GPAs also
produce class rankings. The student with the #1 class ranking becomes our
valedictorian and the student with the #2 class ranking becomes our salutatorian. This
decision tends to be established toward the end of the spring semester.

A stipulation of our selection is that both our valedictorian and salutatorian must
have attended Twin Peaks Charter Academy during all 4 years of high school.


