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Marine Beat 

/By Meghyn McMullen/ 

Homecoming week starts February 14th! The theme is 
movies and the week ends with the boys basketball 
game Friday the 18th. 

Spirit Days: Monday– Grumpy Old Man, Tuesday– Fan-
tasia, Wednesday– Once Upon a Time in the West, 
Thursday– Rock “N” Roll High School, Friday– Friday 
Night Lights 

Homecoming 

February 19-26 is National FFA week and the Hamilton 
FFA has a whole list of activities planned, including spir-
it dress up days (with a prize for the winning class), a 
hidden emblem scavenger hunt (also with prizes), book 
readings by FFA members for elementary classes, and a 
breakfast for teachers. Keep an eye out for more de-
tails to be posted. 

National FFA Week 

In Japan, it is only the women who give gifts 

to men on Valentine's Day. Typical gifts are home-

made chocolate sweets, like brownies, chocolate 

candy, and cupcakes.  There are 2 kinds of Choco-

lates gifts, each with its own meaning. One is 

“Honmei Choco” ( ‘true love chocolate’)  for their 

boyfriend, husband, or someone the giver likes. The 

other is “Giri Choco” (‘obligation chocolate’), for 

friends, co-workers, close neighbors, etc. More re-

cently, a 3rd kind of gift, “Tomo choco” (friend 

chocolate) has emerged, but remains less common. 

 We also have “White Day” a month after 

Valentine's Day.  On this day men to give return 

gifts to women. White Day gifts are a little different 

from Valentine's Day. A man will give his girlfriend 

or wife an accessory, or jewelry– something she 

wants– as the return gift. Partly, this custom comes 

from some chocolate companies to increase their 

sales, as these companies usually also sell small 

White Day gifts too. Of course, it is also cultural, in 

that Japanese culture emphasizes reciprocity and 

expressions of gratitude in relationships.  

Japanese         
Valentine's Day 
& White Day  

/By Ryusuke Shimizu/ 

Valentine’s Day Edition 

The week of January 10th was a busy 

week for the Hamilton girls team. The Marines 

participated in the NECC (North East Corner Con-

ference) and the Jr. NECC tournaments. The la-

dies faced the Garrett Railroaders in the first 

round of the conference tournament. Then, on 

January 13th, they played in the consolation 

match against Central Noble and fell short, 66-

14. The leading scorer for the consolation game 

was Brittney Heffern with 6.   

The Marines also participated in the Jr. 

NECC Tournament on January 15th hosted at 

Fremont High School and Middle School. The 

team fell to the Fremont Eagles 40-32 to move to the consolation match against the Rail-

roaders and fell short 56-18. The leading scorer combined for the day was Jasmine Schiek 

with 20 points. The whole week was a monumental week for the Marines. Even though 

they lost during the tournament, they started working together to become a stronger 

team. The girls were recognizing what they could truly do as a team if they work together 

and fight the mental block.  

Maddie Dager (#5) at the tip-off 

Seniors should be checking Google Classroom for infor-
mation on local scholarships. Upcoming deadlines are 
the Tri-Kappa scholarship, due February 18th, the Kiwa-
nis scholarship, due February 27th, the Angola Kids 
League scholarship, due March 1st, and the Hamilton 
Garden Club scholarship, due by March 18th. 

Scholarships 

Dawson Miller takes a shot 

Girls Basketball 

The boys NECC basketball tournament was held in early January.  In the first 

round, Hamilton faced Garrett, and even though the outcome did not turn out to be 

good, the second half featured improved play, especially for Ryan Cool and Dawson Mil-

ler, both of whom made several buckets. The defense was also commendable, especially 

rebounds and steals. For the consolation game, our boys faced Fremont, and even though 

this outcome was also not the one we wanted, the team’s performance was top notch. 

For example, freshman Jagger Hurraw, who had his first Varsity level NECC tournament 

experience, played very well. The team as a whole limited their turnovers and got some 

great second looks off offensive rebounds. The coaches were happy with the team’s per-

formance even if the outcome was not the one desired. Hamilton’s team defense also 

looked strong, with many steals. 

The boys NECC JV tournament was also held the same week, hosted at Hamilton. 

In the first round, the boys played Eastside, and it turned out to be a competitive game. 

The players had a great first half where Hamilton jumped to early lead and stayed close 

throughout the half by keeping turnovers low. The second half defense looked solid, but 

points were hard to come by.  For the consolation game, the Marines faced Garrett in a 

close, hard-fought match. The defense held its own again, and there were some great 

shots scored, but the boys fell short in the end. 

Boys Basketball 

/By Parshant Kumar/ 

Ryan Cool brings the ball up court 

/By Morgan Stuckey/ 



 

 

By Desirae Frasier 

  THE MARINE MONITOR 
FREE                                                                                                                         

volume 3 issue 6                                                                                                           

February 11, 2021 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Have something newsworthy? 

 Layout by  Meghyn McMullen, Senior Student Editor                                                                Contact sean.wagner@hcs.k12.in.us 

Comic by Bryan Farver & Aiden McMullen 

When I was in second grade the Principal’s 

daughter asked me out. I said, ‘no’...and now 

she’s a model. –Mr. Pike 

One of my friends I hang out 

with all the time— his sister 

told me he has a crush on 

me. He didn’t even tell me 

himself. I found out from 

her. –Sophia Case 

It was Valentines day and I 

just brought random flowers 

to school and gave them to 

some random girl and I 

asked her out. –Braden Case 

I “liked” this kid in fifth grade and his buddy 

came over to me at recess and was like ‘hey 

would you date this kid’. I said ‘uh I guess’. So 

he runs across the blacktop, and then he runs 

back to where I’m at, and he said, ‘ok, I guess 

you guys are dating now’.   -Aiyanna Skees 

^ Case with the girl 
he asked out 

/By Gene Gordon and Meghyn McMullen/ 

Hall Pass 

Do you have a funny or embarrassing story of con-

fessing a crush or having someone confess to you? 

When I was in third grade my crush asked 

me out. It was weird. He got up during 

silent reading and shyly he asked ‘Will 

you be my girlfriend?’  And I was too 

young to realize what was going on so I 

just said, ‘Yeah’. –Skye Allen 

It was Valentines day and I was in the fourth 

grade. I bought chocolates for this girl from 

the thing where you could pay and the high 

schoolers would go around to deliver it. 

There was another girl in the same grade that 

had the same name and they gave it to the 

wrong girl. –Josh Sprague 

Media Monitor 
 Don’t Look Up 

/By Aiden McMullen/ 

Imagine if an asteroid over half the size of the 

one that wiped the dinosaurs  was approach-

ing the Earth in the modern day. Netflix’s 

“Don’t Look Up” is a political comedy where an 

asteroid 6 kms wide is approaching the Earth 

and people don’t seem to care about the end 

of the world, only their own political agendas. 

This movie is a comedic take on a typical 

doomsday trope. It has been nominated for 

several awards including 4 Oscar nominations 

and won several others. Although the movie is 

praised for scientific accuracy overall, the 

question still remains, what would be the 

effects of a real comet of this size hitting the Earth?  

The comet is significantly smaller than the one that killed the 

dinosaurs, a little over half the size at 6km across. A comet of this size 

would weigh almost 7 billion tons and would hit the Earth traveling 52 

km(33 miles) per second. This would have an impact force of 

9.893988E+21 joules or nine sextillion eight hundred ninety-three 

quintillion nine hundred eighty-eight quadrillion. This is equivalent to 

650 million of the bombs dropped on Hiroshima. The impact would 

obviously be devastating, but it wouldn’t necessarily be a planet killer 

event as suggested in the movie. In the end credit scene it is shown 

that one person (and presumably others) survives; this is more accu-

rate to reality.  

With a great cast, great writing, and surprising scientific accura-

cy, “Don't Look Up” is the best take on a doomsday movie I've seen in 

recent years. 

“Don’t Look Up” ’s rating 

 


