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Newark Families and Staff,

As expected, we did very little testing this week and we are reporting zero cases.  No students or staff

are in quarantine.  Thank you for keeping students home when they don’t feel well.  Overall, it was a

very smooth week!  Students and staff have a choice on masking and everyone was respectful and

kind to those who choose to mask or not.  I know many of you spoke with your children about being

respectful and we are grateful for your support at home.

We are still waiting for the appeals court to make a decision. Either way, we will have an exit plan in

place to continue mask optional.  As long as we all remain healthy, masking is only mandatory on the

buses - that is due to a federal mandate.

I am including all of the resources here.  The TRO ruling, the Executive Orders that were renewed on

Friday and the updates to ISBE’s FAQ and our In Person Learning Plan with the highlighted temporary

suspensions. As you may already know, Gov. Pritzker is lifting the statewide mask mandate on

February 28, 2022, but he excluded schools.

https://bit.ly/Updatedlearningplan2622

https://bit.ly/TROruling

https://bit.ly/executiveorder2422

https://bit.ly/ISBEupdatedschoolguidance

In other news…………

We encourage parents/guardians from both schools to take the 10 minute 5 essentials survey.  The

data we received last year helped with input on our Strategic Plan.  The survey can be found here:

https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/

Students in grades 4 - 8 and our teachers will take the survey too! Thank you in advance for your input!

Wow!!  Thank you to everyone who came out to Literacy Night and the Book Fair last week!  We had

our best turnout and we are able to add $1500 worth of books to our libraries.  The kids were so excited

to buy books!  Shoutout to our PTO moms for all of your help Monday through Wednesday!  The online

book store continues for another week.  The online store will close on February 20th.  Thank you to all!

And to our Annie Jr. Musical cast and crew……… we are in awe and speechless of your work and performances!  Our first ever Junior High Musical and what an

accomplishment it was!  Mrs. Hager, Mrs. Rowe, Miss Scott, Mrs. McGraw, Mr. Wilson, Miss Edwards and the 40 + students on cast and crew did an AMAZING job!

There was laughter, tears, yelling, frustration, smiles, highs and lows this last week - but you all were phenomenal!  So many people to thank and appreciate!
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We also have to recognize our 4th graders.  Miss Scott’s fourth grade students created and decorated fleece blankets to send to Alaska for the sled dogs for the

upcoming Iditarod Races!  Pictures are posted on Facebook.  Thanks to the parents for donating funds for the supplies.  This generous act of kindness will keep the

dogs warm.  The students did a great job decorating them.  Way to be kind 4th graders!

This week is just as busy!  Three Girl’s basketball games at MJH.  The Millbrook Jr. High 7th grade Science Fair is on Tuesday from 5:00 - 7:00 pm and open to the

public.  Quarter 3 midterms can be viewed in Teacherease on Friday afternoon.  School Improvement day on Friday with an early dismissal at 11:15 (MJH) and 11:30

NGS for teacher learning.

We are also expecting new kitchen equipment this week!  The last two years we have been saving money for capital improvements to our kitchen.  This week we will

see a new stove, new oven and new gas piping to replace the old.  Next month, we will be replacing the steam table.

Get your Tutu’s, ties and tacos ready for next week!  Tuesday is 2 - 22- 22!  Let’s have some fun with this number date!

February is also Heart Month!  Mrs. Eike working on jump rope for heart information and routines coming soon for 3rd and 4th graders!

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Don’t forget to download our Mobile App and check out the website!  Have a great week and stay healthy! !

Partners in Education,

Mrs. Turman & Mrs. Rowe

Millbrook Minute:
A One-Minute Read of Celebrations, News & Reminders for Millbrook Junior High Families
Celebrations: Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!  Congratulations to the cast and crew of Annie Jr. on a spectacular production weekend! Three
sold out shows, wonderful performances, standing ovations and a collective feeling of satisfaction in bringing such a great dream to
reality! And congratulations as well to our 7th and 8th graders on their successful refreshment and silent auction fundraiser to fund
our Springfield trips.
News: This week our 7th Grade Science Fair takes place on Tuesday.   We also have three home basketball games this week! We
wish great luck to our Lady Vikings! Then we’ll finish the week with 3rd Quarter Midterms.  It’s a busy, busy week!
Reminders:
Please remind your student to bring a water bottle to school each day. Also send along a snack for 3rd hour!
Remind students to bring cold weather gear to school for outdoor recess. We go out every day for 20 minutes. It’s cold outside!
Have a great week!
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Millbrook Junior High School

Activities Update

February 14-18, 2022

Reminder to self-certify COVID symptoms everyday!  Call the school if your child has a fever 100.4 or higher
or any other symptoms by 6:30 for bus riders and 7:45 for drop offs.

Mon, Feb. 14 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
7th-8th Girls BBall Practice -  3:00-4:30 5th/6th Girls BBall Practice - 5:30-7:00

Tues, Feb. 15 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
7th Grade Science Fair
7th-8th Girls BBall Practice -  3:00-4:30
5th/6th Girls BBall Practice - 5:30-7:00
Scholastic Bowl Practice - 3-4:15

Wed, Feb. 16 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
Scholastic Bowl Practice - 3-4:15
5th-8th Girls Basketball HOME vs. Leland, 4:30 PM
MJH Boosters Volunteers:
4:15 - Admissions: Sarah Pottinger Concessions: Jen Dierzen, Stacey Maddox

Book: Coach Blaskey Clock: Belinda Pasillas

5:15 - Admissions: Allison English Concessions: Laura Hergenhahn
Book: Coach Smith Clock: Melissa Zarko

Thurs, Feb. 17 8th Graders report to MJH  8am
5th-8th Girls Basketball, HOME vs Serena, 4:30 PM
MJH Boosters Volunteers:
4:15 - Admissions: Jenna Johnson Concessions: Jen Dierzen, Yamaira Martinez

Book: Coach Blaskey Clock:  Kristy Carlson
5:15 -  Admissions: Sarah Pottinger Concessions: Chrissy Callier,  Allison English

Book: Coach Smith Clock: OPEN

Fri,  Feb. 18 8th Graders report to NCHS for Spanish I and Algebra I  8am
5th-8th Girls Basketball, HOME vs Paw Paw, 4:30 PM
MJH Boosters Volunteers:
4:15 - Admissions: Laura Hergenhahn Concessions: Belinda Pasillas, Yamaira Martinez

Book: Coach Blaskey Clock: Jen Dierzen
5:15 - Admissions: Jenna Johnson Concessions: Samantah Preuser, Lisa Mikkelson

Book: Coach Smith Clock: Melissa Zarko
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The District reports weekly COVID information.

Daily Symptom Checks in Teacher Ease
Part of our back to school mitigation plan includes the parent responsibility of daily symptom checks in your
Teacherease Portal.   You should see the link below when you login.  Please click on it and then answer the
questions for each child in the morning.  Thank you for your help and support as we try to keep everyone safe and
healthy.
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