
Minutes
Maynard School Committee Meeting
Thursday, October 7, 2021, 7:00 pm

Remote Meeting

Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety of
all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This meeting
was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology.  All members of the public were invited to join the meeting
virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under
Maynard School Committee Meetings. (https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)

Meeting Called to Order at 7:06  pm.  An attendance roll call was taken.
Mary Brannelly - Present
Hilary Griffith - Present
Natasha Rivera - Present
Elizabeth Albota - Present
Lydia Clancy - Absent

Also present were Brian Haas, Superintendent; Wayne White, Business Manager; Jeff
Ferranti, Director of Student Services; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant.

Anticipated Speakers: Chris Kitchell, David Hough, Lora Monachino

Citizens’ Comments - Rene Lilly, asked for clarification about the Assistant Superintendent
opening and when it would be filled.

Mr. Haas stated that he has distributed the tasks to the leadership team and will be taking time
over the next few months to reassess what is needed and how the District should proceed.  It
is anticipated that the position will be posted after the first of the year.

Urgent Business (If necessary) - none

Introduction of new building Team Chairs - Jeff Ferranti
Mr. Ferranti introduced the new Special Education Team Chairs, who effectively coordinate the
special education IEP process for students attending Maynard Public Schools, as well as
Maynard students who attend out-of-district placements.

Lora Monachino was new at Green Meadow and thrilled to be in Maynard, came from
Abington.  Lived in Maynard about 25 years ago.

Chris Kitchel has worked at the Fowler School for 5 years.

David Hough was new at Maynard High School.  He came from a special education program,
the Resource Institute, and lived just over the line in Acton.

School Committee members welcomed the new Team Chairs and thanked all three for
attending the meeting.

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


FY21 EOY Report
Ms. Rivera asked without objection to table this until the next meeting to allow School
Committee members more time to review the report in a thoughtful manner.

There was no objection.

Review & Accept Annual list of SC policies for review
The Policy Subcommittee assembled a list of proposed policies to review.  (“Maynard District
Policies For Review 2021-22”). This did not prevent policies not on the list from being discussed
as needed  Some policies on the list had both an existing Maynard policy as well as a MASC
policy.  These will be reviewed to see which one best fits Maynard.  Other policies listed were
previously planned to be reviewed but were held off due to the pandemic.

SubCommittees may be asked to weigh in on certain policies.

Ms. Rivera made a motion to accept the policy subcommittee's recommendation of policies to
prioritize for the 21-22 school year as presented.

Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Hilary Griffiths - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Elizabeth Albota - Yae

Motion passed 4-0

Review SC Member Handbook
Ms. Rivera asked that without objection to table the review of the School Committee Member
Handbook until the next meeting.

There were no objections.

Amended EBCFA policy
Mr. Haas explained that the policy that came from MASC.  There was a discussion at the last
meeting about clear masks.  The issue with clear masks was that they did not fit snugly on the
sides of the face as cloth masks did.  The SubCommittee was not comfortable with citing clear
masks specifically in the policy.  Clear masks were available for those students who needed
them.

Ms. Rivera noted it was mentioned by DESE that clear masks were allowed.

It was noted that mask breaks were not addressed in the policy.
Ms. Haas explained that different grades and schools had different obstacles as well as
outdoor mask breaks being weather permitting.  Teachers knew the recommendation was to
get as much fresh air and do mask breaks outside when possible.



Ms. Rivera suggested language similar to “make the best effort to prioritize breaks outside as
the weather and circumstances allowed”.

Superintendent’s Report
Mr. Haas noted that at some future meeting it would be nice to highlight the various
subcommittees and what they do.
Staff vaccination rates were at 83% at MHS, 90% at FS, and 85% at GM.  Student vaccination
rates were at 73% at MHS and 19% at FS, realizing that half those students can not be
vaccinated yet.  The District continues to work closely with the school nurses and Board of
Health and meet together as a group every week.

CIC is working with the schools, a nurse is on site every day to do symptomatic, and test &
stay, testing.

The district will add a link for testing locations on the website.

Vaccine mandates were discussed.  There have been no discussions with Unions about this.
Surrounding school systems are doing several things, some require vaccination to continue
employment, others require weekly testing at the employee's cost if not vaccinated.  As long as
the vaccination rate is high, Mr. Haas hoped that unvaccinated staff were wearing masks.

Chair’s Report
Ms. Rivera noted that the School Committee’s workshop last night was about School
Committee goals, and thanked everyone who participated.
WAVM students attended the SelectBoard meeting in support of continuing PEG Access funds,
and how important it is to their program.

Subcommittee Members’ Reports
Mary Brannelly attended the Tri-Board budget committee meeting.  Looked at the projections
for next year.  SC Budget Subcom occurred last Tuesday.  Mr. White will present the End of
Year report next School Committee meeting.

Natasha Rivera said there would be a Personnel Subcommittee meeting next week.  A Joint
Select Board/SC  meeting on the 26th.  This meeting will be to talk about other interests, not
budget, the goals between the Boards and working collaboratively.  SEPAC meeting took
place, working on a collaboration with Nashoba about upcoming presentations.

Haas noted that there would be an internal group meeting to discuss the school fields about
advertising, use, fees to make a recommendation to the School Committee.  Then that will go
to the Town task force and they will know where the School stands on the issues.

Elizabeth Albota said the Strategic Planning Subcommittee met today and developed some
idea of potential values behind our district strengths.  This will include a staff survey for their
input.



Hilary Griffiths - DEI met for the first time last week and had many questions about the status
of items currently in the school and what type of data is collected.  Will work on our goals and
plans for the year and determine how to include stakeholders.

Data equity walk is coming up.  A survey will be going out.  It was noted that there was very
low attendance at the last Data Equity Walk.  Suggested really explaining it to families so they
would understand better the need for attendance.

Consent Agenda

Acceptance of Warrant #22-005, 22-006, 22-007.

Ms. Rivera asked that without objection would like to approve Warrant #22-005, 22-006,
22-007

No objection

Approval of Minutes for 7/22/21.
Rivera suggested wording change clarifying what the discussion was.

Pg 2 -This subcommittee will still have discussions around curriculum. Although not under the
School Committee purview, since the School  Committee has a vested interest in curriculum
within the District, the Strategic Planning and Curriculum Subcommittee will report back with
regular frequency, as such through teacher presentations.

It was decided to strike “as such through teacher presentations”.

Ms. Rivera made a motion to accept the minutes of 7/22/21 with the amended language
regarding the Strategic Planning and Curriculum Subcommittee with grammatical edits as
indicated

Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion.

No further discussion.

Roll Call Vote
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Hilary Griffith - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Elizabeth Albota - Yae

Motion passed 4-0
7/22/21 Minutes Approved



Ms. Rivera made a motion adjourn
Ms. Albota 2nd the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Mary Brannelly - Yae
Hilary Griffith - Yae
Natasha Rivera - Yae
Elizabeth Albota - Yae

Motion passed 4-0

Meeting adjourned at 8:35

Respectfully Submitted
Colleen Andrade
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools
Approved 2/3/22


